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CONSERVATION OF SEABIRDS 

The attached letter was received from the Chairman of CCAMLR, Mr. Kunio Yonezawa, seeking the 
collaboration of Regional Fisheries Organizations with responsibility over the waters adjacent to the 
CCAMLR Convention Area, in the matter of mitigating seabird mortality associated with fishing.  Mr. 
Yonezawa also expressed the hope that the IATTC consider placing the issue on the agenda of relevant 
forthcoming meetings. The staff has also received an informal communication from a non-governmental 
organization interested in seabirds asking if the Commission is involved in seabird conservation. 

In the reply to this request, it was noted that the staff does not have any information suggesting that the 
fisheries covered by the IATTC have an impact on seabirds found in the CCAMLR area.  The IATTC has 
not established any measures to reduce the catch of seabirds, and the staff is not aware of voluntary 
measures that may be in force in the EPO.  There has been no systematic collection of mortality data by 
the IATTC. 

Seabirds are incidentally caught in various commercial longline fisheries in the world, and concerns are 
arising about the impacts of this incidental catch.  Incidental catches of seabirds are known to occur in 
tuna, swordfish and billfish fisheries in some oceans.  In 1999 FAO adopted an International Plan of 
Action on Seabirds (IPOA-SEABIRDS) aimed at reducing the incidental catch of seabirds in longline 
fisheries where this occurs. 

The IPOA establishes that States with longline fisheries should conduct an assessment of these fisheries 
to determine if a problem exists with respect to incidental catch of seabirds.  If a problem exists, States 
should adopt a National Plan of Action for reducing this incidental catch. Such NPOAs should include, 
inter alia: 

• appropriate mitigation methods; 

• plans for research and development of, inter alia, devices, technologies and practices which reduce 
the incidental capture of seabirds; 

• research to evaluate the effectiveness of mitigation measures;  

• provision of relevant information aimed at improving the understanding of the problem resulting from 
incidental catch of seabirds and the use of mitigation measures; 

• programs to collect data to determine the incidental catch of seabirds and the effectiveness of 
mitigation measures; 

Given the global nature of the issue, the IPOA considers that cooperation among States is essential to 
reduce the incidental catch of seabirds, and States are encouraged to cooperate through regional fisheries 
organizations, such as the IATTC, in research, training and the production of information and 
promotional material. 

http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/X3170S/x3170s02.htm
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/static?dom=org&xml=ipoa_seabirds.xml
http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/static?dom=org&xml=ipoa_seabirds.xml
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