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INTRODUCTION

Two working parties, the Working Party on Tuna Tagging in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans and the Working Party on Tuna Tagging in the Atlantic and Adjacent Seas, were formed
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations in 1966. The conveners
of these working parties were Dr. James Joseph of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commis-
sion (IATTC) and Mr. Frank J. Mather, 111, of the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
{WHOI). In 1969 the working parties began to direct their attention toward billfishes, in addi-
tion to tunas. One report was published by the Pacific and Indian Oceans working party, and two
were published by the Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas working party.

The working party on the Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas was disbanded in 1972, as it
was thought that its functions could be carried out adequately by the newly-formed International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas. | replaced Dr. Joseph as convener of the
Pacific and Indian Oceans working party in 1970. Its name was changed to the Working Party
on Tuna and Billfish Tagging in the Pacific and Indian Oceans in 1971. In 1985, in response to a
recommendation by an ad hoc group of tuna scientists that met in La Jolla, California, in 1984,
its purview was expanded to include the Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas, and its name was
changed to the Working Party on Tuna and Billfish Tagging. In 1987 this working party was
disbanded by FAQO, but its work continued informally for several years after that. Most of the
members of the informal working party have retired, so it no longer exists. However, during its
existence | sent out lists of recently-published papers on tuna and billfish tagging to the members
of the working party and other interested scientists, and | have continued to do that ever since.
Two indexed bibliographies have been published, the first (IATTC Special Report 8) including
papers published prior to about 1993 and the second (FAO Fisheries Technical Paper 365, pages
593-612) including papers published subsequent to those listed in the first bibliography and prior
to about 1995. This is the third bibliography, and it includes papers published subsequent to the
publication of the second bibliography, plus a few that I overlooked during the preparation of the
previous bibliographies.

I urge all recipients of this bibliography to inform me of recently-published papers on
tuna and billfish tagging, particularly those in journals that do not often have papers on this sub-
ject.
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