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PROPOSAL IATTC-87 D-1

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION

REVISION OF THE IATTC RESOLUTION C-04-06 ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM (VMS)

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The VMS is an essential tool to effectively support the measures for the conservation and management of
species within the Convention Area. Despite the fact that the IATTC Resolution on VMS was adopted 10
years ago in 2004, there is no compulsory VMS system for vessels fishing in the IATTC Convention Area.
This situation also prevents flag states from effectively carrying out their duties in respect to Article XX of
the Antigua Convention namely ensuring that vessels flying its flag comply with the provisions of Antigua
and the adopted IATTC conservation and management measures, and that such vessels do not engage in
any activity which undermines the effectiveness of such measures.

The proposal also intends to reinforce the role of the Secretariat, in accordance with Article XI1.2 (f), (j)
and (m), concerning cooperation with non-Contracting Members whose vessels fish in the Convention
Area.

It would be equally advisable take stock of the situation and consider the possibility to launch a discussion
on the evolution of the IATTC VMS system, notably towards an IATTC Commission VMS system man-
aged by the Secretariat.

Last but not least the proposal also incorporates some language changes to reflect the common use of
some terms such as Members and Cooperating non-Members of the Commission (“CPCs”).
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RESOLUTION C-13- XX04-06

RESOLUTION (AMENDED) ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
VESSEL MONITORING SYSTEM (VMYS)

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), meeting in Lima, Peru, on the occasion of its
87"72™ Meeting:

Recognizing the value of satellite-based Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) for the Commission’s
conservation and management programs, including compliance;

Aware that many Parties have established VMS systems and programs for their fleets since the adoption of
Resolution C-04-06, but that there is no compulsory VMS system for Members and Cooperating non-

Members of the Commission (herelnafter referred to as “CPCs”) harvestlnq tuna and tuna-like speC|es in
the Convention Area-a J ,

Agree that:

1.

Members and Cooperating non-Members’ (CPCs) shall ensure that all- their commercially fishing
vessels operatlnq |n the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) and harvestlnq tuna or tuna- I|ke speC|es Each

shaII —by January 1 201695 er—as—seenﬂaeepessrlel&thereaﬁer—be equuoed wrth estabhsbra satelllte-
based vessel monltorlng system (VMS) —January—zoqre—exeep{—that—a—%rty—ma{—a#eady—has—sueh—a

While specific operational details of CPCsParties- VMS requirements may vary, CPCs the-Parties
should-shall seek-te-ensure that:

a) The information collected by the VMS for each vessel shall ~wiH-include:
a. _-the vessel’s identification;

b. -and-the most recent geographical position (latitude and longitude) with an error of less
than 500 meters at a confidence level of 99%;

c. and-the date and time (UTC) of the fixing of the said position of the vessel, and:;
d. the instant speed and course of the vessel.

ajb)The information mentioned under point a) above shall be collected at least every two hours by the
land based Fisheries Monitorning Centre (FMC) of the flag CPC.

BYC)VMS equipment installed on_vessels will, at a minimum, be tamper proof, -namely it shall be
protected against input or output of false positions and should not be possible for the system to be
over-riddens; fully automatic for regular position data reporting, operational at all times regardless
of environmental conditions, and, if possible, capable of manual transmission of reports and
messages.

If practicable, the VMS equipment may be usable to transmit to the Director the IATTC data
requwements foreseen in the relevant IATTC Resolutlons including C-03-04 and C-03-05. the-weekly
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The Commission strongly encourages non-Contracting Parties geveraments—not—party—to—the
Commissien-whose flag vessels fish in the EPO to participate in the VMS program established by this

Rresolution. To this extent the Director will take the appropiate contacts with those parties and notify
CPCs of actions taken and any response received. The Commission shall consider at each Annual
Meeting appropiate action concerning those non-Contracting parties in order to encourage cooperation
with IATTC.

Each CPC Party-and-cooperating-non-Rarty-shall provide to the Director by May 31, 20105, a progress
report on its VMS consistent with this resolution. Based-en-these—reports—Tthe Commission will

discuss how best to proceed with future consideration of VMS to support its conservation and
management program at its annual meeting in Jure-20105, notably the development of a stand-alone
IATTC VMS scheme.-

The Director shall ensure that any information provided to the Director or the Commission pursuant to
this resolution is maintained in strict accordance with the Commission’s rules and procedures on
confidentiality.

3. This Resolution replaces Resolution C-04-06.
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