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Marine Mammals in the IATTC

 Not included in C-04-05 (Consolidated Resolution on Bycatch)
« No taxa-specific resolution for their protection

« Little to no data from longline fisheries
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U.S. policies and procedures [ e
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* The Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) prohibits the take of e

all marine mammals e R

* The Marine Mammal Authorization Program (MMAP) authorizes Eenii e
commercial fishermen to lawfully incidentally take a marine e 1] [0

mammal in a commercial fishery
 Reporting requirements — all injuries and mortalities of
marine mammals must be recorded on the mortality/injury oo | o
reporting form and submitted to NOAA |

L

» “Non-serious” vs. “serious” injury, and mortality- Policy for distinguishing serious from non-serious
injuries, and findings published in a report documenting the annual injury determinations for that
region, which is incorporated in annual Stock Assessment Reports.

» (Goal - incidental mortality or serious injury of marine mammals occurring in the course of
commercial fishing operations be reduced to insignificant levels approaching a zero mortality and
serious injury rate.

* Serious Injury - any injury that will likely result in mortality (e.g. hook in the mouth).
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Marine Mammal Handling and Release
General Guidelines for Longline Fisheries

« Safety First! Hooked or entangled marine mammals can be very powerful and unpredictable
 Avoid sudden actions and movements that may scare the animal.
» Do NOT use gaffs or sharp objects to grab or hold an animal.
« |dentify the animal to the species level, then determine if and where it is hooked/entangled
« For all Interactions - write down a description of the animal and its injuries (take photos if
possible):
» Species ID: How long was the animal? What did the animal look like? Did it have stripes,
spots, or different colors?
 Did you see any tags on the animal? If yes, did you see any letters or numbers on the tag?
» Was there fishing gear on the animal when it was released? If so, where, what kind, and
how much?
« If hooked, de-hook if possible or cut the line as close as possible to the hook
* [f entangled, cut as much line off animal as possible
 Capture myopathy concerns — reduce duration of interaction to avoid increasing stress or injury
to the animal
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Marine Mammal ldentification

|dentify to the species level (e.g. humpback whale)

Use identifying features on the whale’s body (e.g. scars, fluke patterns,
chevrons) and blows (e.g. heart shaped for gray whales, to the left for
sperm whales)

This information will help us identify trends and incidents of depredation
and bycatch by species in order to reduce these interactions to = gl
understand impacts to populations ———
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Recommendations to the Bycatch Working Group:

* Post the marine mammal ID guide and the
general handling and release guidelines on

the IATTC website Wiesitie Maninals
mNorth Paqific
* Incorporate the guide and general ‘{gg’gﬁ:{j}’;&g;ﬁf;l |
guidelines into an IATTC marine mammal i ek g
resolution

« Use this information to develop marine
mammal safe handling and release
guidelines specific for different IATTC e
fisheries, including longline, purse seine, = v
and troll gear. ———

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service | Page 6




laura.mccue@noaa.gov

Thank you!
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/foreign/marin

e-mammal-protection/noaa-fisheries-

establishes-international-marine-mammal-

bycatch-criteria-us-imports
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