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AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

36TH MEETING OF THE PARTIES 
La Jolla, California, USA  

24 October 2017 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Election of Chairman  
3.  Adoption of the agenda  
4.  Approval of the minutes of the 35th Meeting of the Parties  
5.  Secretariat’s preliminary report on the IDCP MOP-36-05 
6.  AIDCP budget   
7.  Report of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the 

AIDCP Dolphin-Safe Tuna Certification System 
 

8.  Report of the International Review Panel  
9.  Other business  

10.  Place and date of next meeting  
11.  Adjournment  

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
2. Report of the Chairman of the Working Group for Promoting and Publicizing the AIDCP 

Dolphin-Safe Certification System 
3.  Report of the Presider of the 62nd Meeting of the IRP 

The 36th Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program 
(AIDCP) was held in La Jolla, California, USA on 24 October 2017.   

1. Opening of the meeting  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the IATTC, which provides the Secretariat 
for the AIDCP [Antigua Convention, Art. VII, par.1 t)]. 

2. Election of Chairman  

Mr. Julio Guevara, of Nicaragua, was elected Chairman of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was adopted noting that under item 9, "Other business", two items suggested by the 
United States would be considered: one regarding a dolphin abundance survey and another one regarding 
a resolution proposal for improving observer safety at sea. Likewise, another item would considered, 
regarding a proposal for an amendment to Annex IV of the AIDCP that was requested to the Secretariat.  

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-05_Report-on-the-International-Dolphin-Conservation-Program.pdf
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4. Approval of the minutes of the 35th Meeting of the Parties  

The minutes of the 35th Meeting of the Parties were approved without changes. 

5. Secretariat’s report on the IDCP  

Dr. Martin Hall, from the Secretariat, presented the report on the Program’s operation during 2016. During 
that year, 11,219 sets on dolphins were recorded with an average mortality per set of 0.06, which is lower 
than the mortality registered in 2015. In accordance with the AIDCP requirements, 100% of the trips made 
by large purse-seine vessels (class 6) have been sampled. Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) of 50 dolphins 
were allocated to 98 vessels, and there was an average mortality per vessel of 7.4. 

Some of the Parties took the floor to express their recognition of the achievements of the Agreement.  

6. AIDCP budget 

Dr. Compeán, Director of the IATTC, recalled that, at the meeting held in Mexico City in July 2017, a 
$3,319,906 USD budget was approved, with a surplus of $1,438,312 USD as of 31 December 2016, and 
that the Secretariat was asked to prepare proposals on how to spend said surplus. He mentioned that in 
Document MOP-36-06, “Research Proposals by IATTC Staff”,  the staff proposed 5 research projects to 
use the surplus as follows:  

  Cost (US$) 
1. Cow-calf separation 90,000 

2. Movement and tag loss 282,000 

3. Life history sampling 1,195,000 

4. Stock assessment 238,000 

5. Drone survey 137,600 

 

Cow-calf separation project: Mexico suggested as an additional objective the evaluation of the 
reencounter rate, which is essential and is not considered in the project. They recalled that, in similar studies 
conducted by the NMFS, there was a case of a cow and its calf that were seen reuniting seven consecutive 
times after being caught-separated. In addition, it recalled that the existing literature indicates that 
separation may be the result of the difference in the swimming speed of the adults and the calves, which 
should also be taken into consideration.  

Movement and tag loss project: Mexico pointed out that this project should be undertaken together with 
the cow-calf project in order to have a better sense of potential mortality. The Secretariat stated that it was 
feasible to combine both projects.  

Life history sampling project: Mexico expressed its concern about the disproportion between the amount 
allocated to this project (US$ 1,195,000) and the rest of the projects, as well as its duration (5 years), the 
more so when it may be considered that it is not a priority. Mexico also stated that there were logistical 
issues regarding who would select laboratories and the people responsible for the analyses and how this 
selection would be made. The United States offered its expertise and facilities for this purpose. Venezuela 
mentioned that very few samples would be obtained since dolphins are not usually retained on board; for 
instance, no dolphins were retained on board during the previous year.  

Concern was expressed over the necessary logistics for obtaining permits to move and import samples of 
protected species to the locations where the analyses would be carried out, as well as over the additional 
costs for the required observer training for this task and the additional payments that observers should 
receive for conducting such tasks; this would lead to additional problems since the national programs are 
in crisis and do not have the financial resources that would be needed.  

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-06_Research-proposals-by-IATTC-staff.pdf
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Stock assessment project: Some delegations pointed out that this project, which has been analyzed since 
the workshop held in 2016 and then in the framework of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the IATTC 
(CCA), should be considered as a priority. They asked if for its implementation resources from the IATTC 
might be transferred to the AIDCP, and whether the greatest portion of the existing surplus in the AIDCP 
could also be allocated to that project. The Director replied that there was no limitation for the surplus to 
be used for this purpose, and that it was the prerogative of the Parties to take a decision in this regard. As 
for the eventual transfer of resources from the IATTC, this issue should be considered and decided by the 
Commission.  

There were no comments or questions on the drone survey project.  

In general terms, the United States recognized the interest of these projects, but stressed the need to establish 
an order of priorities and that, in this case, the dolphin stock assessment project should occupy the first 
place. Colombia noted that the surplus should be handled carefully, particularly to be able to use part of it 
in emergency situations. He added that a study on the interaction between adult tunas and dolphins could 
also be considered. On this last point, the Secretariat recalled that there is already a document prepared in 
2012, which can be consulted. 

7. Report of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin-Safe Tuna 
Certification System 

Mr. Julio Guevara from Nicaragua, who chaired the meeting of the Working Group, presented his report 
(Appendix 2), noting that Mexico reported that part of its fleet received the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) certification, which was, to a large extent, the result of the work carried out within the framework 
of the AIDCP and expressed that it was an achievement of the Agreement that should be publicized. 

8. Report of the International Review Panel  

Mr. Julio Guevara, Presider of the 62nd Meeting of the Panel, presented his report (Appendix 3), noting that 
the Panel recommended that the requests for the allocation of 103 DMLs for 2018 be approved. The Parties 
approved this allocation.  

Costa Rica noted that it had not been able to be present at that meeting, and therefore it wished to provide 
information on the Tuna Tracking Forms (TTFs) cases related to its fleet (TTF-30, TTF 31a, TTF 31b). It 
informed that the corresponding investigations had been carried out, which showed that due to institutional 
changes and staff replacements it had been impossible to locate and have access to the corresponding data 
and documents. Now, however, the Costa Rican authorities have all the information from the TTFs and 
therefore requested that the cases be closed. The Chairman indicated that they should officially inform the 
Secretariat of their request for closure as well as the reasons for terminating them.  

9. Other business 

a) Dolphin abundance survey project  

In response to the United States’ request, the Director reported that a US$ 50,000 USD donation received 
from Mexico as a contribution to the project and asked Mexico to explain the nature of the donation. Mexico 
explained that this fund would not cover the total costs of the project, and that the donation was for starting 
the work through the hiring of an expert to design the project and implement it in close coordination with 
and involvement of the IATTC and its scientific staff. Mexico emphasized that the donation was aimed at 
motivating other potential project sponsors.  
 
The United States asked if the costs related to the implementation of the survey could be covered by the 
AIDCP budget. Colombia thanked Mexico’s initiative and said that it was necessary to know the total cost 
of the project because it would not be possible establishing commitments without that information.  
 
The Director stated that transferring part of the budget from the AIDCP would be a decision by the Parties 
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and that the definition of the project costs would be part of the work of the expert; a profile has already 
been designed to start the recruitment process. In order to define the budget, it would be important to know 
if the Parties will contribute to the project, for example, by facilitating oceanographic or tuna fishing 
vessels, or through other kind of contributions. He also stressed that formalizing the project will take time 
because it has to be reviewed, both internally and externally, to ensure it has a sound scientific basis.   
 
The Chairman mentioned that information on the project budget could probably be obtained for the 2018 
meeting in Guatemala.  
 

b) Improvement of observer safety at sea  

At the request of the United States, the Secretariat presented document MOP-36-INF-A, “Safety at Sea for 
IATTC and AIDCP Observers on Tuna Purse-Seine Vessels”, which includes costs of emergency 
communication devices for observers aboard.  

In response to a question by Mexico, it was pointed out that the costs did not include observers aboard 
longline vessels, corresponding to the 5% of fishing trips.  

The United States presented Document MOP-36 PROP A-1 USA, “Observer Safety at Sea”. They recalled 
that the proposal was presented at the previous AIDCP meeting and that it essentially consists of the AIDCP 
On-Board Observer Program and the Parties’ respective national observer programs providing their 
observers with: (1) an independent two-way satellite communication device (such as an inReach device), 
and (2) a waterproof personal life-saving beacon (such as a ResQ Link device). The updated proposal 
provides the possibility of covering the cost of the equipment with AIDCP funds and clarifies that there 
will not be a need for a permanent person responsible for monitoring the signal, but rather designated 
persons that observers can contact in cases of an emergency.  

The Chairman asked if the IATTC would assume some of the costs of this proposal and, regarding AIDCP, 
if contributions by vessel would have to be increased if no resources are taken from the current surplus. It 
was that both the budget of the IATTC and the AIDCP were approved last June, so it was difficult to reopen 
the issue for the Members and Parties, respectively, to decide on allocating additional budgetary resources 
to this initiative.  

Mexico pointed out that the financial support should come from those who proposed the initiative and that 
all members of the crew should be provided with the same safety equipment. It also recalled that IATTC 
members that are not parties to the AIDCP had objected to the proposal, so it is in the Commission where 
that proposals should be discussed.  

The United States mentioned that they were taking note of Mexico’s objections at this meeting and that 
they would present their proposal at the IATTC, not before expressing that the responsibility with respect 
to the rest of the crew lies with the flag State of the vessel.    

c) Proposal of amendment to Annex IV of the AIDCP  

It was recalled that, during the 35th meeting of the AIDCP in Mexico City, the Parties approved the 
following recommendation made by the IRP at its 61st meeting: “that the Secretariat draft and present a 
text proposal to amend paragraph 5 of Section III from Annex IV of the AIDCP in order to ensure that the 
established limitations in terms of dolphin reallocation are applied to all those that have exceeded their 
DMLs, regardless of the date on which this happened.” 
 
The Parties approved the proposal of the Secretariat to amend paragraph 5 as follows:  
 

5. No vessel may be eligible to receive an additional allocation of DML by a Party unless it has 
on board all of the required dolphin safety gear and equipment throughout the year; and no such 
upward allocation may be made for a vessel which has exceeded its initial DML prior to April 1, 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-INF-A_Safety-at-sea-for-IATTC-and-AIDCP-observers-on-tuna-purse-seine-vessels.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-INF-A_Safety-at-sea-for-IATTC-and-AIDCP-observers-on-tuna-purse-seine-vessels.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-PROP-A-1_USA-Observer-safety-at-sea.pdf
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unless due to force majeure or extraordinary circumstances, as agreed by the Meeting of the 
Parties, in consultation with the IRP. 
 

 
d) Electronic recording of data 

The Director informed that Document MOP-36 INF B, “Electronic Recording of Data by Observers at Sea”, 
was posted on the website for this meeting, for informational purposes only and not for discussion.   

10. Date and place of next meeting 

It was agreed to all the next meeting of the Parties in 2018 in Guatemala on dates to be defined. 

11. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 13:15 PM on 24 October 2017.  

  

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/MOP-36-INF-B_Electronic-recording-of-data-by-observers-at-sea.pdf


MOP 36 − Minutes of the meeting − October 2017 6 

Appendix 1 

 

 
ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES  

MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

BOLIVIA 
HUGO ALSINA 
The Compamarino Group 
halsina@campomarino.ews   

  
 

COLOMBIA 
ALEJANDRO JARAMILLO* 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
alejandro.jaramillo@cancilleria.gov.co 
ANDRÉS ORTÍZ 
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
andres.ortiz@aunap.gov.co  

ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Programa Nacional de Observadores  
edelavega@pescalimpia.org  
 

COSTA RICA 
GERMAN POCHET* 
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura 
gpochet@legalambiente.com 

  

  
ECUADOR 

ANDRÉS JARRE* 
Ministerio de Acuacultura y Pesca  
andres.jarre@acuaculturaypesca.gob.ec 
LUIGI BENINCASA AZUA 
ATUNEC/Asociación de Atuneros de Ecuador 
info@atunec.com.ec 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería  
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 
FABRIZIO PALADINES 
Tunaexport 
delipesca@delipesca.com  

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA – UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
DAVID HOGAN* 
U.S. Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov  
JUDSON FEDER 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
judson.feder@noaa.gov 
ANNETTE HENRY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
annette.henry@noaa.gov 
REBECCA LENT 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
rebecca.lent@noaa.gov 
PAUL ORTIZ 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov 
AMANDA ROSENBLUM 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
amanda.rosenblum@noaa.gov 

DANIEL STUDT 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
daniel.studt@noaa.gov 
HEIDI TAYLOR 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
heidi.taylor@noaa.gov 
RACHAEL WADSWORTH 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
rachael.wadsworth@noaa.gov  
MICHELLE ZETWO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
rmichelle.zetwo@noaa.gov  
MICHAEL TILLMAN 
Marine Mammal Commission 
mftillman@mac.com  
MICHAEL THOMPSON 
Newport Landing Sportfishing 
mthompson041@cox.net  

GUATEMALA 
CARLOS TEJEDA 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
platelmito69@gmail.com  

  

MÉXICO – MEXICO 
LUIS FLEISCHER ARMANDO DÍAZ 
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Centro Regional de Investigaciones Pesqueras 
lfleischer21@hotmail.com  
MICHEL DREYFUS 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx  
MARTHA ESTRADA 
CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
mestradaj@conapesca.gob.mx  
FRANCISCO NIETO 
CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
fnieto@conapesca.gob.mx   
  

PNAAPD – FIDEMAR 
adiaz@cicese.mx  
MARIANA RAMOS 
Alianza del Pacífico por el Atún Sustentable 
mariana@pacifictunaalliance.org  
MARK ROBERTSON 
Potomac Global Advisors 
mrobertson@potomacglobal.com 
EVARISTO VILLA 
Grupo Herdez del Fuerte S.A de C.V 
evm@herdez.com  
 

NICARAGUA 
JULIO GUEVARA* 
INATUN/Industrial Atunera de Nicaragua 
juliocgp@hotmail.com  

MIGUEL MARENCO 
NICATUN S.A. 
lobodemar59@gmail.com  

PANAMÁ-PANAMA 
LUCAS PACHECO* 
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
lpacheco@arap.gob.pa  

  
 

PERÚ - PERU 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS* 
Instituto del Mar del Perú  
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

ANDRÉS CHIPOLLINI  
Instituto del Mar del Perú  
achipol@imarpe.gob.pe   

VENEZUELA 
LILLO MANISCALCHI 
AVATUN/Asociación Venezolana de Armadores Atunero 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com 

 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CRISTOBEL BLOCK  
Humane Society International 
kblock@hsi.org  

 

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 
gcompean@iattc.org 
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org  
RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
ALEXANDRE DA-SILVA 
alexdasilva@iattc.org  
MONICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 
MARTIN HALL 
mhall@iattc.org 
CLERIDY LENNERT 
clennert@iattc.org  
MARK MAUNDER 
mmaunder@iattc.org  
 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
NORA ROA 
nroa@iattc.org   
MARLON ROMAN 
mroman@iattc.org 
MICHAEL SCOTT 
mscott@iattc.org 
ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 
NICK VOGEL 
nvogel@iattc.org 
NICK WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
BRAD WILEY 
bwiley@iattc.org 

*Head of Delegation-Jefe de Delegación 
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Appendix 2 

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL 
62nd MEETING 

La Jolla, California, USA  
23 October 2017  

REPORT OF THE MEETING 
AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Election of the Presider  
3.  Adoption of the agenda  
4.  Non-governmental members of the Panel   
5.  Approval of the report of the 61th meeting  
6.  a) Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2017 

b) Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2018 
IRP-62-06a 
IRP-62-06b 

7.  Review of the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains IRP-62-07 
8.  Review of observer data  
9.  Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:  

 a.  Actions taken since report at the 61th meeting IRP-62-09a 
 b.  Status review of special cases IRP-62-09b 

10.  Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  
11.  Other business  
12.  Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties   
13.  Place and date of next meeting  
14.  Adjournment  

APPENDIX 

1. List of attendees 
 

The 62nd meeting of the International Review Panel was held in La Jolla, California on 23 October 2017. 

1. Opening of the meeting 
Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), which 
provides the Secretariat for the AIDCP [Antigua Convention, Art. VII, par.1 t)], opened the meeting.  

2. Election of the Presider 
Mr. Julio Guevara, from Nicaragua, was elected as the Presider of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 
The agenda was adopted without changes.  
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4. Non-governmental members of the Panel 
It was reported that the process of election of the non-governmental members of the Panel was carried out 
pursuant to Annex VII, paragraph 4 of the AIDCP. The following persons were elected for two years: 
 

 Name  Represented NGO  

Industry 
Rafael Trujillo Cámara Nacional de Pesquería de Ecuador  
Lillo Maniscalchi AVATUN 
Arnulfo Franco Fundación Internacional de Pesca (FIPESCA) () 

Environmental NGOs  Rebecca Regnery Humane Society International 
Cristobel Block Humane Society of the United States 

 

5. Approval of the report of the 61th meeting  
The report of the 61th meeting of the Panel was approved with editorial changes requested by the United 
States to the appendix regarding the “Procedures for the Allocation of an Observer on board on an AIDCP 
Fishing Trip and Pursuant to IATTC Resolution C-09-04.”   

6. a) Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2017 
The Secretariat summarized the situation regarding the allocation, reallocation, and utilization of Dolphin 
Mortality Limits (DMLs) in 2017, described in Document IRP-62-06a. As of 3 October 2017, the recorded 
mortality was 478 dolphins in 6,939 set on dolphins, resulting in an average mortality of 0.07 dolphins per 
set and an average mortality per vessel of 5.12. 

Mexico pointed out that in 2017 there have been around two thousand sets on dolphins less than in 2016 
and that it was due to the low adult tunas biomass available, as discussed at the last IATTC meeting in July 
2017.      

b) Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2018 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-62-06b, “DMLs Requested for 2018”. It informed that 103 
requests of DML for vessels were made, which were all accompanied by the documentation proving that 
those vessels were all qualified to receive a DML. 

The United States commented on the eligibility process to receive a DML with the purpose of confirming 
that all Parties carry out the same procedure and that they are complying with the provisions of the AIDCP. 
Nicaragua mentioned the annual inspections that are conducted in the country in order to verify that the 
vessels have, for example, the equipment for releasing dolphins. Mexico noted that the most important thing 
is that the Parties, according to their internal procedures, ensure that the eligibility requirements are being 
met by each of their vessels in order to maintain the efficiency level of the Agreement.    

7. Review of the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains  
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-62-07, “Changes to the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains”, which 
updates the changes that occurred between 5 June to 4 October 2017; during this time, seven captains were 
added and none was removed or reinstated. 

8. Review of observer data 
The Secretariat informed that, since the previous meeting of the IRP, in July 2017, there had been no cases 
reported as a possible infraction that had to be discussed by the Panel. It also recalled that some possible 
infractions are automatically forwarded to the corresponding Party for investigation, as is the case of the 
lack of release equipment.  

9. Review of actions by the Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP: 
a. Actions taken since the report at the 61th meeting  

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-62-09a, “Responses for Six Types of Possible Infractions 
Identified at the 61st Meeting of the IRP” (observer harassment; use of explosives; night sets; fishing without 

https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/_English/C-09-04-Resolution-on-IDCP.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/IRP-62-06a_Dolphin-Mortality-Limits-2017.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/IRP-62-06b_DML-Requests-2018.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/IRP-62-07_Captain-List.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/IRP-62-09a_Infraction-responses.pdf
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an observer; fishing on dolphins without a DML; or making sets on dolphins after reaching the DML). 

It pointed out that, during the period covered by the report, there were no identified cases of possible 
infractions:.  

The Secretariat recalled to the Panel the two cases of Ecuadorian vessels that had been fishing without an 
observer, which  have been under investigation for two years. In accordance with the AIDCP, if there are 
no updates on the situation, the cases are confirmed as infractions and the vessel is not allowed to receive 
a reallocation of dolphins in May. Ecuador mentioned that they are making all the necessary efforts to 
address these cases of possible infractions and impose a penalty to those deserving a sanction according to 
its laws and regulations.  

b. Status review of special cases  

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-62-09b, “Summary of Pending Special Cases Monitored by the 
IRP”. It recalled the two cases in which an observer apparently was substituted by an unknown person 
during the trips 2014-004 and 2014-145. These cases were originally addressed by the Panel at its 55th 
meeting in June 2014 and at each subsequent meeting.  

Regarding case 2014-004, Ecuador reported that the investigation was concluded and that no evidence had 
been found to justify the adoption of a sanction; therefore, in Ecuador’s opinion, this case should be closed. 
As for case 2014-145, Ecuador mentioned that a meeting with the regional representative of the IATTC in 
Manta was scheduled to provide elements for the administrative file that was being prepared. 

The Director clarified that the data of that trip have already been invalidated and that the observer will no 
longer be able to work in the program. However, the staff cannot get involved in the internal legal 
proceedings of a Party. The only thing that could be done would be to send a letter stating that the data have 
already been invalidated and stressing this occurrence of substitution of an observer by an unknown person 
as reported in every IRP meeting since 2014.  

Ecuador mentioned that they were concerned that the IATTC staff may not participate in the process since 
the Commission is the one that hires the observers. Likewise, it specifically asked what the IRP is expecting 
in order to close the  case since it is not an infraction of the AIDCP, nor a situation entailing the 
responsibility of the shipowner or the captain, but a wrongful action of an observer. The representative of 
the Ecuadorian industry at the IRP mentioned that the IATTC should file a complaint regarding the 
impersonation so that, if applicable, a criminal proceeding may be initiated.  

The United States clarified that the Secretariat has carried out the actions that the AIDCP Parties entrusted 
it in accordance with the Agreement, their decisions and procedures, so it was the responsibility of the 
Government of Ecuador to take the necessary steps regarding the responsibility of the vessel  and captain. 
Mexico stressed that it was an infraction of fishing without an observer, an infraction clearly categorized in 
the AIDCP, and that it was the Panel’s responsibility to review these types of cases and recommend closing 
them once it has been considered that they had been appropriately addressed. Colombia said that if Ecuador 
had already determined that there was no infraction, they should report it officially in order to allow the 
Parties to consider the closure of the case.  

10. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 
Mr. David Hogan, from the United States, Chairman of the Working Group, presented his report, noting 
that the group reviewed the Document TT-40-04, “Review of the Implementation of the Dolphin Safe 
Certification System”, for which there were no comments or recommendations for the IRP.  

11. Other business  
No other business was discussed. 

12. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties 
The Panel recommended that the Meeting of the Parties approve the 103 requests of DMLs for 2018.  

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/TT-40-04_Review-of-the-implementation-of-the-dolphin-safe-certification-system.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2017/AIDCP-36/PDFs/Docs/_English/TT-40-04_Review-of-the-implementation-of-the-dolphin-safe-certification-system.pdf
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13. Date and place of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Panel will be held in conjunction with the next meetings of the AIDCP in 
Guatemala. 

14. Adjournment  
The meeting was adjourned at 13:20 PM on 23 October 2017. 
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Appendix 3 

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

WORKING GROUP TO PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE THE 
AIDCP DOLPHIN-SAFE TUNA CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

27TH MEETING 

La Jolla, California, USA  
23 October 2017 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 
AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Approval of the report of the 26th meeting  
4.  Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin-safe tuna  
5.  Recommendations to the Meeting of the Parties  
6.  Other business  
7.  Date and place of next meeting  
8.  Adjournment  

APPENDIX 

1. List of attendees 

The 27th Meeting of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin-Safe Tuna 
Certification System was held in La Jolla, California, USA on 23 October 2017.   

1. Opening of the meeting 
The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the IATTC. Mr. Julio Guevara, from 
Nicaragua, was elected to chair the meeting.  

2. Adoption of the agenda 
The agenda was approved without changes.  

3. Approval of the report of the 26th meeting  
The report of the 26th Meeting of the Working Group was approved without changes.  

4. Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin-safe tuna  
Mexico reported that part of its fleet received the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certification, which 
was, to a large extent, the result of the work carried out within the framework of the AIDCP and expressed 
that it should be publicized. The Chairman of the Group congratulated Mexico for this achievement.  

5. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties 
No recommendations were made.  
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6. Other business  
No other business was discussed.   

7. Place and date of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on the dates agreed for the meetings of the AIDCP in 
Guatemala in 2018.  

8. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. on 23 October 2017. 
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