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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM  

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL (IRP) 
71ST MEETING 
Victoria, B.C., Canada    

31 July 2023 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 
  AGENDA  

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2022 and 2023 IRP-71-01 
4.  Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains IRP-71-02 
5.  Review of cases of possible no-compliance (observer data) IRP-71-03 
6.  Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP: 

a) Actions taken since report at the 70th meeting 
b) Status review of special cases 

IRP-71-04 

7.  Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  
8.  Other business  
9.  Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties  

10.  Place and date of next meeting  
11.  Adjournment   

APPENDIX 

1. List of attendees 
 

The 71st meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) was held in person on 31 July 2023 in 
Victoria, B.C., Canada. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

Dr. Arnulfo Franco, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), which 
provides the Secretariat for the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program 
(AIDCP), opened the meeting and gave the floor to Mr. Enrique de la Vega, of Colombia, as Presider 
of the meeting. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The proposed agenda was adopted without changes. 

3.  Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2022 and 2023 

The Secretariat summarized the situation regarding the allocation and utilization of Dolphin Mortality 
Limits (DMLs) in 2022 and cumulatively as of 13 July 2023, as described in Document IRP-71-01.    

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/95aff56d-6959-49e6-9531-473d3d655576/IRP-71-01_Review-of-Dolphin-Mortality-Limits-DML-for-2022-and-2023.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/b5461beb-517d-4fa6-9c32-dad418ad87e3/IRP-71-02_Captains-list.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/555927c9-f08c-404e-b418-3be4e844a1d0/IRP-71-03_Cases-of-possible-non-compliance.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/a9c9d3d7-4c8a-4c97-a9e9-3ef5eaee7120/IRP-71-04_Infraction-responses.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/95aff56d-6959-49e6-9531-473d3d655576/IRP-71-01_Review-of-Dolphin-Mortality-Limits-DML-for-2022-and-2023.pdf
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It was reported that 110 vessels were granted full-year DMLs in 2022. Of these, 98 were utilized by 
1 April 2022; eleven vessels were exempted from losing their DMLs (for not having made sets on 
dolphins before 1 April 2023) due to force majeure and one vessel forfeited its DML due to non-
utilization. On the other hand, two vessels were granted second-semester DMLs and two DMLs from 
the Director's reserve (RDA). 

For 2023, 113 vessels were granted full-year DMLs, 98 of which utilized them by 1 April 2023; 
thirteen vessels were exempted from losing their DMLs due to force majeure, two were renounced 
and one was forfeited due to non-utilization. No second-semester DMLs have been allocated, and 
none had been allocated as of the date of drafting this report; however, the Secretariat verbally 
informed that one was allocated from the Director's reserve prior to the date of this meeting. 

The average cumulative mortality per vessel for 2022 was 9.1 dolphins based on 10,614 dolphin sets 
and a total mortality of 965 dolphins, resulting in a mortality per set of 0.09. The average DML 
allocated per vessel for 2022 was 44.54 and no vessel met or exceeded that limit. 

As of the 2023 cut-off date, 6,688 sets on dolphins and 509 mortalities have been reported, for an 
average mortality of 5.04 and a mortality per set of 0.08. The average DML for 2023 is 43.36, and no 
vessel has met or exceeded this limit. 

4. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-71-02 showing the changes to the list of captains between 
28 September 2022 and 13 July 2023, which include the addition of 16 captains. During this period, 
no captain was reinstated or removed from the list. 

Under this agenda item, there were several interventions on the advisability of conducting training on 
the AIDCP not only for captains but also for other crew members. Some Members also expressed the 
importance of taking the initiative to establish a new procedure not only for adding captains to the 
List of Qualified Captains, but also for keeping them on the list over time. The Secretariat was asked 
to prepare a proposal to be circulated to Members during the intersessional period for review and 
adjustment before the next meeting of the Panel. 

5. Review of observer data 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-71-03, which includes a summary of the data reported by 
observers of the On-Board Observer Program concerning possible infractions, received and processed 
by the Secretariat since the 70th meeting of the Panel. During this period, the Secretariat reviewed a 
total of 655 fishing trips and identified three cases of possible non-compliance with dolphin protection 
equipment requirements for vessels with DMLs, which will be automatically forwarded to the Parties 
as previously instructed by the IRP. These three cases include one case of possible non-compliance 
for not having a high-intensity floodlight that meets the requirements of the Agreement, one case for 
not having a dolphin-safety panel and one case for not having a raft. During this period, no cases of 
possible non-compliance were identified that required review by the IRP to provide guidance to the 
Secretariat. 

The IRP emphasized the significance of having held two consecutive meetings without identifying 
any cases of possible non-compliance requiring the Panel’s review, and that this was a clear indicator 
of the good performance of the EPO's purse-seine fleet in recent years. 

 

 

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/b5461beb-517d-4fa6-9c32-dad418ad87e3/IRP-71-02_Captains-list.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/555927c9-f08c-404e-b418-3be4e844a1d0/IRP-71-03_Cases-of-possible-non-compliance.pdf
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6. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:  

a) Actions taken since report at the 70th meeting 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-71-04, which tracks the responses to certain possible 
infractions identified during the 70th meeting of the IRP. It was reported that, as at the previous 
meeting, no cases of possible non-compliance were identified so there was nothing to present under 
this agenda item. 

b) Status review of special cases 

The Secretariat reported that there were no special cases to present at the 71st meeting of the 
International Review Panel. 

7. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 

Mr. Julio Guevara, Chair of the Working Group on Tuna Tracking, presented his report and stated 
that this Group had not made any recommendations for the International Review Panel. 

8. Other business 

No other business was discussed.  

9. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties 

The Panel agreed on the following recommendation for the Meeting of the Parties: 

• Request the Secretariat to prepare an updated proposal to amend the procedures for 
maintaining the List of Qualified Captains to include, inter alia, the validity of the AIDCP 
training seminars, primarily by establishing a period of validity for captain training courses 
to be considered valid by the Secretariat in requests to add captains to the List of Qualified 
Captains. In addition, prepare a proposal for training on AIDCP regulations for crew 
members other than captains. Submit these proposals to the Parties for inter-sessional 
discussion and consideration for possible adoption at the next meeting of the IRP. 

10. Place and date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Panel will be held in conjunction with the next meetings of the AIDCP in 
the last quarter of 2023. 

11. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 15:00 local Victoria, B.C., Canada time on 31 July 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iattc.org/GetAttachment/a9c9d3d7-4c8a-4c97-a9e9-3ef5eaee7120/IRP-71-04_Infraction-responses.pdf
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Appendix 1. List of assistance  

ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES 
MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

BELICE-BELIZE 
VALARIE LANZA* 
Ministry of Finance  
valerie.lanza@bhsfu.gov.bz 

DELICE PINKARD 
Ministry of Finance  
delice.pinkard@bhsfu.gov.bz 

BOLIVIA 
LIMBERT CORTÉZ* 
Ministerio de Defensa 
limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo  

HUGO ALSINA  
Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima 
hugo@alsina-et-al.org 

COLOMBIA 
LEONEL BOHÓRQUEZ* 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores   
lbohorquezr@cancilleria.gov.co  
JAVIER GARCÍA 
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo 
jgarciap@mincit.gov.co 
GUSTAVO LARA 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible  
GLara@minambiente.gov.co  
CARMEN LÓPEZ 
Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible 
calopezanaya@minambiente.gov.co 

SANDRA MUÑÓZ  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural  
sandra.munoz@minagricultura.gov.co   
ANDRÉS ORTÍZ  
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
andres.ortiz@aunap.gov.co   
ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Programa Nacional de Observadores  
edelavega@pescalimpia.org  
 

COSTA RICA 
JOSÉ MIGUEL CARVAJAL* 
INCOPESCA  
jcarvajal@incopesca.go.cr  

  

ECUADOR 
ISIDRO ANDRADE * 
Ministerio de Producción, Comercio Exterior, 
Inversiones y Pesca 
jandrade@produccion.gob.ec 
LUCIANO DELGADO 
Ministerio de Producción, Comercio Exterior, 
Inversiones y Pesca 
ldelgados@produccion.gob.ec  
LUIGI BENINCASA 
Atunec 
info@atunec.com.ec  
GUILLERMO MORÁN 
Tunacons 
gamv6731@gmail.com 

PEDRO SANTISTEVAN 
Tunacons 
psantistevan@tunacons.org  
LUIS TORRES 
Probecuador 
probecuador@gye.satnet.net 
RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
rtrujillo@camaradepesqueria.ec  
JORGE VILLAVICENCIO 
Atunec 
abjorgevillavicenciomendoza@gmail.com 
 

EL SALVADOR 
ANTONIO VÁSQUEZ* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
antonio.vasquez@mag.gob.sv   

 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
COLIN BRINKMAN* 
U.S. Department of State 
Brinkmancc@state.gov  
MERNA SAAD 
U.S. Department of State 
saadmn@state.gov  
AMY LUBRANO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
amy.lubrano@noaa.gov  

PAUL ORTIZ  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov  
WILLIAM STAHNKE  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
william.stahnke@noaa.gov  
 

GUATEMALA 
JULIO LEMUS* CARLOS MARTÍNEZ 

mailto:valerie.lanza@bhsfu.gov.bz
mailto:delice.pinkard@bhsfu.gov.bz
mailto:limbert.cortez@mindef.gob.bo
mailto:hugo@alsina-et-al.org
mailto:lbohorquezr@cancilleria.gov.co
mailto:jgarciap@mincit.gov.co
mailto:GLara@minambiente.gov.co
mailto:calopezanaya@minambiente.gov.co
mailto:sandra.munoz@minagricultura.gov.co
mailto:andres.ortiz@aunap.gov.co
mailto:edelavega@pescalimpia.org
mailto:jcarvajal@incopesca.go.cr
mailto:jandrade@produccion.gob.ec
mailto:ldelgados@produccion.gob.ec
mailto:info@atunec.com.ec
mailto:gamv6731@gmail.com
mailto:psantistevan@tunacons.org
mailto:probecuador@gye.satnet.net
mailto:rtrujillo@camaradepesqueria.ec
mailto:despachojc@apolo.ec
mailto:antonio.vasquez@mag.gob.sv
mailto:Brinkmancc@state.gov
mailto:saadmn@state.gov
mailto:amy.lubrano@noaa.gov
mailto:paul.ortiz@noaa.gov
mailto:william.stahnke@noaa.gov


 

IRP-71 – Report of the meeting – July 2023 5 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
juliolemusdipesca@gmail.com  
BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com  

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
carlosmartinez41331@gmail.com  
 

MÉXICO- MEXICO 
BERNARDINO MUÑOZ * 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Bernardino.munoz@conapesc.gob.mx  
GUSTAVO LÓPEZ 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
gustavo.lopez@conapesca.gob.mx  
ISABEL C. REYES  
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Isabel.reyes@conapesca.gob.mx  

BERTHA SOLER 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
berthaa.soler@gmail.com  
MARTHA BETANCOURT 
Fidemar  
martha.betancourt@uabc.edu.mx  
MICHEL DREYFUS  
Fidemar 
dreyfus@cicese.mx  

NICARAGUA 
ROBERTO CHACÓN * 
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura 
rchacon@inpesca.gob.ni 
RENALDI BARNUTTY 
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura 
rbarnutti@inpesca.gob.ni  

 JULIO GUEVARA  
Comisionado 
juliocgq@hotmail.com    

PANAMÁ - PANAMA 
YARKELIA VERGARA* 
ARAP 
yvergara@arap.gob.pa  
VIVIAN QUIROS 
ARAP 
vquiros@arap.gob.pa  
MAILYN PEÑALBA 
ARAP 
mailynp@arap.gob.pa  
YESURI PINO 
ARAP 
yesuri.pino@arap.gob.pa 

MARÍA SIERRA 
ARAP 
msierra@arap.gob.pa  
MARÍA P. DÍAZ 
Fipesca 
mpdiaz@fipesca.com    
ENRIQUE ESPINOZA 
Pronaob  
pronaob@pronaob.org 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO * 
FUNDATUN  
adelgadopnov@gmail.com    

 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

REBECCA REGNERY 
HSI 
rregnery@hsi.org  

  

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
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ARNULFO FRANCO, Director 
afranco@iattc.org  
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org  
RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
BARBARA CULLINGFORD 
bcullingford@iattc.org 
ALEXANDRE DA SILVA 
adasilva@iattc.org  
MONICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 
PAULINA LLANO 
pllano@iattc.org 
JEFF MORGAN 
jmorgan@iattc.org 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
NORA ROA  
nroa@iattc.org  
MARLON ROMAN 
mroman@iattc.org 
ROBERT SARAZEN 
rsarazen@iattc.org  
ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 
BRAD WILEY 
bwiley@iattc.org 
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