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AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

34th MEETING OF THE PARTIES  

La Jolla, California, USA 

10 October 2016 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA 

  Documents 

1.  Opening of the Meeting  

2.  Election of the President  

3.  Adoption of the agenda  

4.  Approval of the minutes of the  33rd Meeting of the Parties  

5.  Preliminary report of the Secretariat on the IDCP  

6.  Budget of the AIDCP MOP-34-06 

7.  Report of the 25th Meeting of the Working Group to Promote and 

Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System 

 

8.  Report of the International Review Panel  

9.  Other business  

10.  Date and place of next meeting  

11.  Closing  

ANNEX 

1. List of attendees 

2. Report of the 25th Meeting of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP 

Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System 

3.  Report of the 60th Meeting of the IRP 

The 34th Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program 

(AIDCP) was held in La Jolla, California, USA, on the 10 of October, 2016. Annex 1 contains the list of 

attendees.  

1. Opening of the meeting 

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 

Commision (IATTC), which provides the Secretariat for the AIDCP. 

2. Election of the President 

Mr. Alvin Delgado, from Venezuela, was elected Chair of the Meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was approved without modifications.  

4. Approval of the minutes of the 33rd Meeting of the Parties 

The Minutes of the 33rd Meeting of the Parties was approved with one modification requested by Venezuela 

regarding the years to which the reports of AIDCP refer to on page 2, first paragraph.  
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5. Report of the Secretariat about IDCP 

Dr. Martín Hall, of the Secretariat, presented the report of the IDCP operation during 2015.  The recorded 

incidental mortality of dolphins in the fishery in 2015 was 765 animals, compared to 975 in 2014. The 

number of sets on dolphins made by Class 6 vessels was 11,020 in 2015, representing  41% of the total 

number of purse-seine sets made in the EPO during that year; whereas in 2014 11,382 dolphin sets were 

recorded, representing 48% of the total. The average mortality per set was 0.069 dolphins in 2015, compared 

with to 0.086 dolphins per set in 2014. The average dolphin mortality per ton of yellowfin tuna was 0.0047, 

compared to 0.0056 in 2014. 

The long-term reduction in mortality per set is a result of efforts by fishermen to better control the factors 

that cause incidental mortality of dolphins. Indicative of this effort are the number of sets without 

mortalities, which has increased from 38% in 1986 to 96.4% in 2015.  Similarly, the number of dolphins 

remaining in the net after the backdown has also decreased from an average of 6.0 in 1986 to 0.1 or less 

since 2001. 

A number of delegations emphasized the continued success of the AIDCP, which is reflected in the 

continuing reduction of incidental mortality of dolphins in EPO tuna fisheries, with levels close to zero. 

The Parties noted that a technical workshop on possible methods for monitoring the status of dolphin stocks 

in the ETP would be held the following week on October 18-20, 2016.  The Parties discussed the importance 

of collaborative funding efforts in the event that another dolphin population assessment survey is 

recommended in the resulting report. 

 

6. Budget of the AIDCP 

Ms. Nora Roa Wade, of the Secretariat, introduced Document MOP-34-06 in which a procedure was 

presented for calculating a quota per vessel based on an approved budget amount. The proposed annual 

budget presented by the Secretariat to the Meeting of Parties would also specify an estimated vessel 

assessment rate required to finance that budget, while also taking into account any surplus or deficit 

transferred from the previous year. Then, following any adjustments made to the proposed budget by the 

Parties, a revised assessment rate corresponding to the new budget number could be produced quickly by 

the Secretariat.  The Parties could then proceed to adopt in a single decision an AIDCP budget and the 

corresponding quota rate. 

The United States thanked the Secretariat for the work and the presentation, and then expressed a strong 

preference that this type of proposed linkage between the budget and assessment rate be adopted.  They 

noted that the Parties need to understand that there are many factors that can impact budget needs, and that 

they have a responsibility to adopt a revenue stream that is commensurate with any budget that is approved.  

.  

The European Union also expressed support for the establishment of such a linkage, but lamented that the 

document should have been circulated to the Parties at an earlier date so as to allow adequate time for 

review and consideration of its contents.  They suggested that the Parties could consider it in further before 

the next Meeting of Parties in 2017. The Secretariat acknowledged the late publication, which resulted from 

delays in communications between the Secretariat and interested Parties.   The European Union inquired if 

the salaries paid to staff for work performed on AIDCP matters was accounted for under the IATTC budget 

or was funded by AIDCP vessel assessments. Ms. Roa Wade explained the hybrid nature of accounting for 

staff salaries based on duties performed, referencing information provided in the previous budget document.   

Several delegations noted that the example described in the document using the projected 2017 budget 

would result in a downward revision of the vessel assessment rate to US$11.44 per cubic meter due to the 

current surplus of funds coming from various sources such as the payment of arrears from previous years 

and fees collected from vessels that do not utilize as many observer resources.  The Secretariat highlighted 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/Oct/Pdfs/MOP-34-06-Vessel-assessment-rate-calculation.pdf
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that the circumstances resulting in this spike in revenue were inconstant and variable, and would probably 

not persist.  It also noted that if the Parties chose to set aside some of the surplus as a buffer against 

unforeseen, future deficits or to earmark such funds for special projects, the assessment rate would be 

adjusted upward.  Additionally, in a future year where no there was no surplus carried over, assessments 

would likely need to increase substantially in order to meet projected costs.   

Venezuela and Ecuador remarked that the mechanism being discussed was quite new, and noted that the 

document failed to discuss or consider potential impacts to national programs that might result from any 

reduction in the assessment rate in the presence of a surplus.  They noted that the revenue streams resulting 

in the current surpluses are not shared with the national programs.  Thus any reduction in the vessel 

assessment below the current rate of US$14.95 could result in undue financial distress for national programs 

that may in some instances already be underfunded.  They stated that this aspect requires further 

consideration.   

The Parties noted that the 2017 budget and revenue numbers were used primarily as a means of providing 

a concrete illustration of how an assessment rate could be generated from a given budget number, and that 

since the 2017 budget projections had already been approved, adopting this process for 2017 was not 

realistic.  It was further noted that the Parties could still choose to avoid any result that they deemed 

unacceptable.  For example, if reducing the assessment rate would have an unacceptable impact to national 

programs, they could decide against adjusting the projected budget using all or any of the surplus; noting 

that the primary goal in adopting a process for linking the budget and the assessment rate was to guard 

against underfunding of a budget approved by the Parties, which was the scenario for a number of the years 

since the assessment rate was last increased in 2006.   

Ecuador expressed concerned about making such a decision in haste and stated that they could not join a 

decision to adopt the suggested link between budget and contribution rate at this time.  

The United States recommended that this matter be considered further at the next Meeting of the Parties so 

that perhaps it could be considered in the context of the 2018 AIDCP budget process. 

Accordingly, the Parties decided to continue to work on this method for contributions calculation in the 

future. Meanwhile, as agreed during June meeting, contributions should be made on the basis of the 

approved budget and the contribution quota of US$14.95 per cubic meter stated in ResolutionA-13-01, 

considering that the current surplus would be maintained as a reserve fund to ensure the continuity of the 

program against any increase in expenses. 

 

7. Report of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna 

Certification System 

 

Mr. Carlos Marín from Guatemala, Chairman of the Working Group, presented his report (Annex 2), noting 

that Mexico presented the results of a survey of the perceptions of consumers in the United States regarding 

the meaning of “dolphin safe tuna,” the AIDCP and tuna labelling. A corresponding document (MOP-34 

INF A) was posted as information  on the Commission's website. 

He reported that the recommendation from the Working Group was to request the Parties of the AIDCP to 

cooperate in submitting remarks and comments on the strategic plan to promote the AIDCP and its label, 

presented by the Mexican delegation during the previous meeting. 

The EU requested that the WORD MS Word version of the document be circulated again in order to 

facilitate the generation of comments and set a deadline for submission to the Secretariat. 

 

https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/A-13-01-Financiamiento-PICD.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/Oct/Pdfs/MOP-34-INF-A-Dolphin-Safe-National-USA.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/Oct/Pdfs/MOP-34-INF-A-Dolphin-Safe-National-USA.pdf
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8. Report of the International Review Panel 

Mr. Bill Jacobson, Chairman of the 60th Meeting of the International Review Panel presented his report 

(Annex 3), noting that the Panel decided to issue the following six recommendations: 

1. The list of DML requests for 2017 should be approved, taking into consideration that two of the 

requests should be approved provisionally, pending confirmation of prerequisite qualifications. 

 

2. The proposed procedures for observer placement that were circulated by the Secretariat should be 

circulated electronically, and Parties should send any comments or suggested edits to the Secretariat 

by November 30, 2016. 

 

3. A list of active observers with their photographs should be posted on the secure portion of the 

IATTC website, and the corresponding  password shared with national authorities. 

 

4. The Secretariat should contact Parties with special cases still pending within the framework of the 

Working Group on Tuna Tracking and Verification System in order to obtain more information on 

the progress made towards their conclusion. 

 

5. The Secretariat should explore the possibility of utilizing electronic monitoring systems taking into 

consideration the budget implications and including vessels under class 6. 

 

6.  Regarding fishing in the IATTC-WCPFC overlap area, a mechanism to regulate these activities in 

the area in the legal framework of the AIDCP, similar to the one in force within IATTC, should be 

developed 

 

The European Union suggested that, regarding recommendation 6, the Secretariat should prepare a 

document for consideration in advance of the next Meeting of the Parties. The United States said that it 

could work with the Secretariat to produce that document. 

The Parties approved these recommendations. 

9. Other business  

The United States noted that due to lack of time at this meeting, it would submit the proposal MOP-34 

PROP A-1 USA Safety of Observers at Sea  during the 2017 meetings of the IATTC  and AIDCP. 

.  

10. Date and place of next meeting  

The next Meeting of the Parties will be held in 2017 in conjunction with the 92th annual meeting of the 

IATTC in July 2017.   

11. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 19:18 on 10 October 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/Oct/Pdfs/Proposals/MOP-34-PROP-A-1-USA-Seguridad-de-observadores-en-el-mar.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2016/Oct/Pdfs/Proposals/MOP-34-PROP-A-1-USA-Seguridad-de-observadores-en-el-mar.pdf
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Appendix 1. 

 

ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES  

MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

BELICE-BELIZE 

BREANNA CONORQUIE* 

Ministry of Finance 

fisheriesofficer@bhsfu.gov.bz   

  

COLOMBIA 

OTTO POLANCO* 

Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
otto.polanco@aunap.gov.co 

GUSTAVO LARA 

Ministerio de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible 

glara@minambiente.gov.co   

LUISA MALDONADO 

Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  

luisa.maldonado@aunap.gov.co  

ANDRÉS ORTÍZ 

Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  
andres.ortiz@aunap.gov.co 

ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 

Programa Nacional de Observadores  

edelavega@pescalimpia.org  

DIEGO CANELOS 

Seatech International, Inc.  

dcanelos@seatechint.com  

ECUADOR 

VÍCTOR ALCIVAR* 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 

victor.alcivar@pesca.gob.ec  

LUIS TORRES 

Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 

luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec 

NIKITA GAIBOR 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 

ngaibor@institutopesca.gob.ec 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO 

Cámara Nacional de Pesqueria  
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

LUIGI BENINCASA AZUA 

ATUNEC/Asociación de Atuneros de Ecuador 

info@atunec.com.ec 

JOSÉ APOLO 

Apolo abogados  

jgapolo@apolo.ec 

JAVIER CARDOSO 
Apolo abogados  

jcardoso@apolo.ec 

FABRIZIO PALADINES 

Grupo Hermanos Paladines 
delipesca@delipesca.com  

EL SALVADOR 
GUSTAVO PORTILLO* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  

gustavo.portillo@mag.gob.sv 

 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA – UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  

DAVID HOGAN* 

U.S. Department of State 

hogandf@state.gov 

MICHAEL BRAKKE 
U.S. Department of State 

brakkemt@state.gov 

JUSTIN GREENMAN 

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Justin.greenman@noaa.gov  

WILLIAM JACOBSON 

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 

bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 

PAUL ORTIZ 

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 

paul.ortiz@noaa.gov 

KRISTIN RUSELLO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 

kristin.rusello@noaa.gov  

DANIEL STUDT  

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
daniel.studt@noaa.gov 

GUATEMALA 

CARLOS MARÍN* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 

cfmarin1058@gmail.com   

BRYSLIE CIFUENTES 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
brysliec@hotmail.com 

HUGO ALSINA 
MAYAPESCA S.A  

hugo@alsina-et-al.org 
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mailto:bill.jacobson@noaa.gov
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HONDURAS 

BLAS CABRERA* 

Secretaría de Agricultura y Ganadería 

blascabreraq@hotmail.com 

 

MÉXICO – MEXICO 

LUIS FLEISCHER* 

Embassy of Mexico 

lfleischer21@hotmail.com  

MICHEL DREYFUS 

Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 

dreyfus@cicese.mx  

ISABEL REYES 

CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 

ireyesr@conapesca.gob.mx  

HUMBERTO ROBLES 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 

hrobles@cicese.mx  

ERNESTO ESCOBAR 

Pesca Azteca S.A de C.V 
dzamudio@pescaazteca.com 

MARIANA RAMOS 

Alianza del Pacífico por el Atún Sustentable 

mariana@pacifictunaalliance.org 

MARK ROBERTSON 

Potomac Global Advisors 

mrobertson@potomacglobal.com 

 

NICARAGUA 

JULIO GUEVARA* 

INATUN/Industrial Atunera de Nicaragua 
juliocgp@hotmail.com  

ARMANDO SEGURA 

Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua  
capenic@ibw.com.ni 

PANAMÁ-PANAMA 

ZULEIKA PINZÓN* 

Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 

zpinzon@arap.gob.pa 

RAÚL DELGADO 

Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 

rdelgado@arap.gob.pa  

PERÚ - PERU 

JESÚS PONCE* 

Ministerio de la Producción 

jponce@rree.gob.pe 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS 
Instituto del Mar del Perú  

gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

ALFREDO GARCÍA 

Ministerio de la Producción 

sramirez@produce.gob.pe 

JOSÉ SALCEDO 

Instituto del Mar del Perú  

jlsalcedo@imarpe.gob.pe 

JAVIER CALMET  

Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 

snpnet@snp.org.pe 

ALFONSO MIRANDA 

Sociedad Nacional de Industrias 

Alfonso.miranda@pezex.pe  

PABLO NIETO  
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 

snpnet@snp.org.pe  

JORGE RISI 

Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 

snpnet@snp.org.pe  

MARÍA JOSÉ BOLUARTE 

CLS Perú 

mboluarte@clsperu.pe 

UNIÓN EUROPEA – EUROPEAN UNION  

ANGELA MARTINI* 

European Commission  

angela.martini@ec.europa.eu 

DANIEL CALVO 

OPAGAC  

daniel.calvo@isabel.net 

JULIO MORÓN 

OPAGAC 

julio.moron@opagac.org 

BORJA ALONSO 

ALBACORA 

borja.alonso@albacora.es 

VENEZUELA 

KATHERIN INOJOSA* 

Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  

inojosa.katherin@gmail.com 

ALVIN DELGADO 

FUNDATUN 

fundatunpnov@gmail.com 
NANCY TABLANTE 

CARMEN TREJO 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  

carmentrejo@gmail.com 

JOSÉ ZACCARO 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  

dsoberania@gmail.com 

LILLO MANISCALCHI 
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Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  

dgpi.minpesca@gmail.com  

FRANCISCO MARÍN 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  

Franciscomarin168@hotmail.com  

AVATUN/Asociación Venezolana de Armadores 

Atunero 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com 

 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

CRISTOBEL BLOCK  

Humane Society International 

kblock@hsi.org 

 

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 

GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 

gcompean@iattc.org 

MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org 

ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org  

RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 

MONICA GALVÁN 

mgalvan@iattc.org 

SHANE GRIFFITHS 
sgriffiths@iattc.org  

MARTIN HALL 

mhall@iattc.org 

MARY CARMEN LÓPEZ 
mclopez@iattc.org  

MILTON LÓPEZ 

mlopez@iattc.org 

MARK MAUNDER 
mmaunder@iattc.org 

JEFF MORGAN 

jmorgan@iattc.org 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 

JORGE PARRAGA 

jparraga@iattc.org  

JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 

NORA ROA-WADE 

nwade@iattc.org 

MARLON ROMÁN 
mroman@iattc.org 

ANDRÉS ROMERO 

aromero@iattc.org  

ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 

NICHOLAS WEBB 

nwebb@iattc.org 

BRAD WILEY  
bwiley@iattc.org 

*Head of Delegation-Jefe de Delegación 
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