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INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING 
La Jolla, California (USA) 

4 – 8 July 2011 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

AGENDA 
  Documents 

1. Opening of the meeting  
2. Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman  
3. Adoption of the agenda  
4. Approval of the minutes of the 81st Meeting  
5. a. The fishery in 2009 and status of the tuna and billfish stocks IATTC-82-05 

 b. Review of the Commission staff’s research 
c. Staff conservation recommendations 

 

6. Report of the second meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee  
7. Reports of Working Groups:  

 a. 11th meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Fleet Capacity  
 b. 2nd meeting of the Committee for the review of implementation of 

measures adopted by the Commission 
 

 c. 11th meeting of the Working Group on Finance  
8. Resolutions  
9. Administrative issues  

10. Technical assistance to developing countries IATTC-82-07 
11. Recommended research program and budget for 2012 and 2013 IATTC-82-08 
12. IATTC-WCPFC cooperation  
13. Meetings of the five tuna regional fisheries management organizations  IATTC-82-12 
14. Review of the IATTC’s performance IATTC-82-13 
15. Resolution C-06-05, Trade Measures to Promote Compliance  
16. Amendment of Resolution C-05-07, IUU vessel list  
17. Scientific observers on longline vessels  
18. Size limit for inclusion of vessels in the IUU Vessel List IATTC-82-17 
19. Election of Chairs of Working Groups   
20. Other business  
21. Place and date of next meeting  
22. Adjournment  

 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-06-05-Trade-measures.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-05-07-IUU-Vessel-list.pdf
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2e Large longline vessels C-11-05 
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2g Compliance  C-11-07 
2h Observers on longline vessels C-11-08 
2i Transshipments C-11-09 
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2k Assistance fund to strengthen the capacity of developing countries  C-11-11 
2l Carrying capacity for Peru C-11-12 
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3e IATTC-82-J1 Unión Europea. Limitación de la capacidad de pesca en número de buques palangreros 
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3f IATTC-81-K1 Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama. Modification of 

proposal IATTC-80-1-A on IUU fishing 
3g IATTC-82-K1B European Union. Conservation of hammerhead sharks 
3h IATTC-82-L1 Canada, European Union. Port State measures to prevent, deter, and eliminate IUU 

fishing 
3i IATTC-82-M1 United States. New resolution to replace Resolution C-05-07 on IUU fishing 
3j IATTC-82-N1 United States. New resolution to replace Resolution C-06-05 on trade measures  
3k IATTC-82-O1 Belize, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama. New 

resolution to strengthen Resolution C-05-03 on sharks  
3l IATTC-82-P1A Colombia. Management of FADs 
3m IATTC-82-Q1 China, European Union, Japan, Korea, United States, Chinese Taipei.  Bluefin tuna 
4 STATEMENTS:  
4a Guatemala. Carrying capacity 
4b China, European Union, Japan, Korea, United States, Chinese Taipei.  Bluefin tuna 
5 OTHER  
5a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission 

(WCPFC) on the mutual recognition of approved observers 
 

5c Draft rules of procedure for the IATTC under the Antigua Convention   
5d Recommendations of the second meeting of the Review Committee   
5e List of IUU vessels adopted by the 82nd meeting of the IATTC  
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1.  Opening of the meeting  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Commission.  The attendees are 
listed in Appendix 1. 

It was announced that Kiribati had deposited its instrument of adhesion to the Antigua Convention on 29 
June 2011, so the Convention would enter into force for Kiribati on 29 July 2011.  The Commission in-
vited the delegation of Kiribati to take a seat among the Members of the IATTC. 

2. Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman 

Mr. William Gibbons-Fly, of the United States, and Mr. Luis Torres, of Ecuador, were elected for a peri-
od of one year to the post of Chair and Vice-Chair, respectively, of the Commission. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted with the following changes: 

a) The item regarding the reports of the working groups was moved to item 7. 

b) The item regarding the review of new resolutions was moved to item 8, with the additional inclusion, 
at the request of China, of Recommendations C-10-01, C-10-02 and C-10-03, adopted at the 81st 
meeting of the IATTC in June 2010, in order to approve them as resolutions. 

c) An item on administrative issues (item 9) was added. 

d) The item regarding the question of transshipments was removed, since it had already been addressed 
in the Review Committee.  

4. Approval of the minutes of the 81st Meeting of the IATTC 

The minutes were approved with the change requested by Mexico to correct the map in Recommendation 
C-10-03 on seabirds to exclude the Mexican Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ); also, a paragraph was in-
cluded, at the request of the European Union, to express its willingness to work on a pilot program on 
fish-aggregating devices (FADs).   

5. a) The fishery in 2010 and status of the tuna and billfish stocks 

Dr. Compeán presented Document IATTC-82-05, noting that, as regards yellowfin tuna, fishing mortality 
is below the maximum sustainable yield (MSY), and it is not considered to be overexploited.  Regarding 
bigeye tuna, recruitment has stayed high, but fishing mortality remained above the MSY, so great caution 
must be used in applying management measures. As regards skipjack tuna, catches have been greater than 
normal in recent years, thus the precautionary approach requires close monitoring of this species. Howev-
er, there is insufficient information about the current status of skipjack to suggest that fixing catch or ef-
fort limits is necessary. 

The Commission  highlighted the reduction in the longline catches of bigeye, but noted that the total 
catches of bigeye are approaching the MSY, which implies the need to apply the precautionary approach 
in management measures.  

Furthermore, it expressed concern regarding the lack of information on catches by artisanal longline and 
sport fisheries, and stressed the need for obtaining this information, in order to have a more complete 
overview and assessment of the status of the fishery. 

One delegation reiterated the importance of having the Scientific Advisory Committee play a greater part 
in the work of assessing the tuna populations carried out by the Commission staff. 

Clarification was requested regarding whether the capacity of the active purse-seine fleet was at the level 
of 210 thousand metric tons. The Director stated that this was the capacity operating in 2010 and that it 
was approximately 5% less than the active capacity in 2002, when Resolution C-02-03 on fleet capacity 
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was adopted. 

b) Review of the Commission staff’s research 

Drs. Richard Deriso and Martín Hall, in charge of the tuna and bycatch research programs, respectively, 
presented information on the work being carried out by the Commission staff.  They noted that they carry 
out, among others, stock assessments, tuna tagging, studies of tuna biology and of bycatches of turtles, 
seabirds, and sharks, plus programs for data collecting and capacity building, by means of courses and 
workshops on tagging, estimating bycatches, and collection and standardization of databases, which ena-
bles them to keep well informed on the latest developments in these fields and share their knowledge with 
other organizations.   

Several delegations expressed their satisfaction for the work carried out, and stressed that it was one of 
the valuable aspects of the IATTC.  One delegation noted that, under the Antigua Convention, a greater 
linkage should be established between those activities and the work of the Scientific Advisory Commit-
tee.  The Commission agreed that priorities in research activities should be established, and some delega-
tions pointed out, among these priorities, the previously-mentioned importance of obtaining information 
on catches made by artisanal longline fisheries and sport fisheries, given the lack of corresponding data.  
The Director reminded the meeting of the responsibility of the Members of the Commission regarding the 
provision of information on the operations of their fleets, which should include data on small longliners 
and the sport fishery.  Some delegations highlighted as a priority the issue of fish-aggregating devices 
(FADs), regarding which one delegation stated that this should not be limited to a pilot program and that, 
inter alia, a system of unique identification numbers for FADs should be established. 

c)  Staff conservation recommendations 

Dr. Deriso presented the following recommendations by the staff, contained in Document IATTC-82-05c, 
for the adoption of conservation measures the: 

Yellowfin and bigeye tunas 

a. Purse-seine fishery (vessels of IATTC capacity classes 4-6):  

i. Closure applicable for 3 years (2011-2013), with a duration of 62 days in the eastern Pacific Ocean 
(EPO) (29 July – 28 September or 18 November – 18 January). 

ii. Closure of the high-seas area established in Recommendation C-10-01 from 29 September to 29 
October. 

iii. Full retention of tuna caught. 

b. Longline fishery:  

i. Maximum catch limits during 2011-2013 for China, Korea, Japan, and Chinese Taipei. 

ii. Catches by other fleets no greater than their catches in 2001 or 500 t.  

iii. Tagging and identification de FADs.  

Bluefin tuna 

a. Commercial fishery: annual catches during 2011-2012 no greater than the 1994-2007 average. 

b. Sport fishery: effort no greater than the maximum during 2006-2010. 

c. Monthly reports of catches and effort in the sport fishery. 

Sharks 

a. Improve the chances of survival after being caught by means of rapid release. 

b. CPCs provide the IATTC available data on total catches. 

http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/Jun/PDFfiles/IATTC-82-05c-Recomendaciones-de-conservacion.pdf
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c. Development of sampling programs. 

d. Development of programs to research the causes of bycatches of sharks, and improve the survival of 
sharks brought aboard. 

e. Initiate a longline observer program (up to 5% coverage). 

f. Establish a Shark Research Fund. 

g. Standardized data collection and database structures.  

6. Report of the second meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee 

The Director presented the report of the second meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), 
held in May 2011, and highlighted the 10 recommendations by the Committee.  

Various points were discussed related to the organization and development of the work of the Committee. 
First, the question of the required quorum: taking into account that, for the second time, quorum was not 
reached, the Commission agreed to consider appropriate solutions within the framework of the definition 
of rules of procedure applicable to the Committee, to facilitate reaching a quorum without undermining 
the effective participation of all the Members.  Also discussed were ways of supporting and facilitating 
participation by scientists of Members, in particular developing Members, and the advisability of consid-
ering training programs.  

The second matter, previously mentioned, was that of the relationship between the Committee and the 
IATTC scientific staff, under the Antigua Convention, and in particular the advisability of a closer rela-
tionship which would allow, inter alia, a greater contribution by scientists of the Members.  It was 
stressed that the work of the scientific staff is an essential feature of the IATTC compared to the other 
regional fisheries management organization (RFMOs), and that, inter alia, its work benefits Members that 
lack a specialized scientific staff. 

The third matter was the availability of information.  In addition to considering the possibility of contribu-
tions by scientists of other geographical areas and organizations interested in the work of the Commis-
sion, some delegations expressed themselves in favor of a public domain where outside scientists could 
have access to information derived from the work of the Committee; they also indicated that the structure 
of the reports should be harmonized with those of other RFMOs, in accordance with recommendations 
arising from the series of meetings of the tuna RFMOs (Kobe process).  This led also to a debate on the 
applicable rules of confidentiality and on the advisability of updating them.   

Regarding substantive matters, the Commission took note of the recommendations of the Committee in 
paragraph 19 of its report, without any objections.  

7. Reports of working groups: 

a) Permanent Working Group on Fleet Capacity 

The Chair of the working group, Mr. Luis Dobles, of Costa Rica, presented the report of its 11th meeting. 
The group made recommendations, available on the Commission’s website, and reviewed requests for 
capacity, which it classified in three categories and which should be addressed in the following order: 

a. Requests by coastal countries based on the footnote in Resolution C-02-03;  

b. Claims arising from disputes resulting from capacity transfers and/or discrepancies in the implemen-
tation of Resolution C-02-03 since it came into force;  

c. Requests for new increases in capacity by EPO coastal countries and by non-coastal countries. 

Peru presented anew its request for 5,000 cubic meters (m3) of well volume, and Colombia reiterated its 
request for 2,240 m3 de capacity. Costa Rica stated a similar position regarding the footnote to Resolution 
C-02-03, and reiterated its right, as a coastal country, to utilize that capacity in the future subject to sus-

http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/May-SAC-Shark/PDFfiles/SAC-02-ENG-Meeting-report.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/May-SAC-Shark/PDFfiles/SAC-02-ENG-Meeting-report.pdf
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tainability criteria. Guatemala presented a written statement (Appendix 4a).  El Salvador reiterated its re-
quest for 1,861 m3 of additional capacity in consideration of its status as a coastal country. 

The Republic of Korea indicated that, taking into account the prevalent pessimism in the stock assess-
ments, and the recommendations of the IATTC scientific staff, it would not insist on its original request 
regarding the introduction of Korean purse-seine vessels, reducing number of vessels, days fishing, and 
area boundaries. This is to avoid that the introduction of Korean purse-seine vessels have a negative effect 
on the condition of these stocks and the closure periods.  Korea also stated that it would send the modified 
request to the Secretariat in writing, for an assessment of its impact on the status of the species managed 
by the IATTC, and that it would use the results as a basis for a future request for introducing capacity.  

The Commission decided to form a subgroup, chaired by Mr. Torres, to review the requests for capacity 
and the recommendations of the working group. This subgroup met on three occasions independently of 
the Commission plenary, and Mr. Torres reported to the plenary that the result of the deliberations of the 
subgroup was as follows:     

1. Recommend to the Commission the allocation to Peru of a capacity of 5,000 m3 of well volume, in 
accordance with the footnote in Resolution C-02-03. 

2. There was no consensus on the request by Colombia for an additional capacity of 2,024 m3. Howev-
er, the subgroup noted that Colombia was implementing administrative processes that could result in 
sanctions for Colombian vessels that did not comply with the closure in 2009, and that under the new 
administration no permits would be granted for new vessels to operate when outside the IATTC Re-
gional Vessel Register. 

3. There was no consensus on accepting the request by Costa Rica for 5,000 m3 of capacity, in accord-
ance with the footnote in Resolution C-02-03. 

4. Regarding the formation of an ad hoc group for resolving the disputes referred to in paragraph 1 b) of 
the recommendations, the subgroup determined that: 

a. The ad hoc group should be external to the Commission, and the FAO and the Hamburg Interna-
tional Tribunal on the Law of the Sea, among other bodies, were suggested as points of contact. 

b. The Secretariat should provide to the experts all the relevant information that it has available, and 
the interested Members are free to provide to the ad hoc group documentation supporting its re-
quests. 

c. In each case, the costs of contracting the experts should be covered by the Members that are par-
ties to the dispute. 

d. The recommendations of the ad hoc group shall be elements for analysis for the decisions that the 
Commission plenary shall take in each case. 

Specifically, the subgroup made the following recommendations: 

1. That the Secretariat contact the bodies that may make up the ad hoc group, in order to have choices in 
their selection. 

2. That the Secretariat draft the terms of reference for the ad hoc group. 

3. That the members of the ad hoc group not be nationals of the parties to the dispute, nor associated 
with them. 

4. That the subgroup continue working on a process and a schedule for evaluating the requests pending 
under paragraph 1 of the recommendations, as well as recommendations 7, 8 and 9 of the 11th meet-
ing of the working group. 

The Commission adopted the recommendations of the subgroup.  Regarding Peru’s request for 5,000 m3 

http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/Apr-PWGFC/PDFs/CAP-11-Solicitudes-capacidad.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/Apr-PWGFC/PDFs/CAP-11-RecomendacionesREV.pdf
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of carrying capacity, it adopted Resolution C-11-12 (Appendix 2l). 

b) Review Committee 

The Chair of the Committee, Mr. David Hogan, of the United States, presented the report of the 2nd meet-
ing.  The Commission adopted the Committee’s recommendations (Appendix 5d), noting in particular the 
following aspects:  

a. To include in the IUU List (Appendix 5d) the vessel Mar Cantábrico (Bolivia), and remove from 
the List the vessels Caribbean Star 31 (Colombia), and Permata, Permata 102, Permata 138, y 
Mutiara 28 (all Indonesia). 

b. Grant Cooperating Non-Member status to Cook Islands. 

c. Ask the Director to notify Bolivia and Honduras that their vessels would be removed from the 
Regional Register because those countries do not have the status of Cooperating Non-Members of 
the IATTC. It  was decided to allow a period of 30 days for their vessels to cease fishing in the 
EPO, and if they continue to operate beyond that period, their activities would be identified as 
IUU fishing.  

The Chair also recalled the statement made by Venezuela on the circumstances that led to the inclusion of 
three of its vessels in the compliance report. He mentioned that several delegations had agreed with 
Venezuela on the need for equitable treatment, and that those vessels did not violate the resolution C-09-
01 and therefore should not have been included in the report. He noted that, therefore, the Committee 
recommended to the Commission to consider that these vessels had not committed an infraction. 

The Commission agreed that in future no exceptions or exemptions regarding the closure periods would 
be allowed, as proposed by the Venezuela and supported by the majority of the delegations. 

c) Working group on finance 

The Chair of the working group, Mr. Brad Wiley, of the United States, made an oral report on the meeting 
of the working group held on 1 July 2011. The discussion focused on the "utilization" component; various 
members requested that it be done away with, and others that it be maintained with at least 10% of the 
total budget. The following four scenarios were examined, but no consensus was reached. 

 Component (%) 
Scenario Base  Operational  Catch  Utilization   

1 10 10 70 10 
2 10 10 72.5 7.5 
3 10 12.5 70 7.5 
4 10 12.5 72.5 5 

The Commission decided to implement for the current year the distribution in scenario 1, which was used 
for the previous year, and asked the working group to continue its work intersessionally in order to find a 
formula acceptable in the long term. 

8. Resolutions 

The Commission reviewed a total of 24 proposals for resolutions, of which it approved twelve. 

8.1. Resolutions adopted  

a. Resolution on tuna conservation (C-11-01; Appendix 2a). Recommendation C-10-01 was ap-
proved as a resolution, with the addition that, once the closure periods for purse Seine vessels 
were chosen, no exceptions changes would be allowed. Japan stated that it would transfer 3000 t 
of its bigeye catch limit to China this year. 

b. Resolution on seabirds (C-11-02; Appendix 2b).  Recommendation C-10-02 was approved as a 
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resolution, with a correction to the map of the mitigation area to exclude the Mexican EEZ, and 
the addition of two footnotes for greater clarity. Even though there was no agreement to accept 
the request of Ecuador then the waters under Ecuadorian jurisdiction be excluded from the miti-
gation area, that delegation did not oppose the consensus. 

c. Resolution on research buoys (C-11-03; Appendix 2c).  Recommendation C-10-03 was ap-
proved as a resolution.  Japan stated that, in the spirit of compromise and taking into account the 
importance of the matter, it would not oppose the consensus, but it harbored doubts about wheth-
er the IATTC could adopt this binding resolution. 

d. Resolution on financing for 2012 (C-11-04; Appendix 2d). 

e. Resolution on a list of longline vessels over 24 meters (C-11-05; Appendix 2e).  The Commis-
sion approved the proposal by Japan to revise Resolution C-03-07 on the list of longline vessels, 
which it replaces. 

f. Resolution on the Regional Vessel Register (C-11-06; Appendix 2f). The Commission ap-
proved the proposal by Japan to amend Resolution C-00-06 on the Regional Register, which it re-
places.  

g. Resolution on compliance (C-11-07; Appendix 2g).  The Commission approved Japan's pro-
posal. It establishes a process for improving compliance with the Commission’s resolutions by 
means of a questionnaire on compliance with each one.  

h. Resolution on observers on longline vessels (C-11-08; Appendix 2h). 

i. Resolution on transshipments by longline vessels at sea (C-11-09: Appendix 2i). The Commis-
sion approved Japan's proposal to amend Resolution C-08-02, which it replaces.  It establishes 
that only vessels on the list of authorized carrier vessels and that cover the costs of the observer 
program may transship fish at sea.  

j. Resolution on the conservation of oceanic whitetip shark (C-11-10; Appendix 2j). The Com-
mission approved the joint proposal by the European Union and Japan.  It prohibits the retention, 
sale, unloading, transshipment, or storage of this species.  

k. Resolution on the creation of a fund to strengthen the capacity of developing countries (C-
11-11; Appendix 2k). 

l. Resolution on the carrying capacity of Peru (C-11-12; Appendix 2l). 

8.2. Proposals not adopted 

1. Catch documentation system.  The European Union presented a proposal similar to that of the pre-
vious year (Proposal A-2; Appendix 3a) and Japan a similar one (Proposal A-1; Appendix 3b).  In 
spite of the arguments by both proponents, as well as their willingness to present an amended pro-
posal, some delegations stated that more preparatory work was required before adopting a system like 
the one proposed.  Various delegations also stated their concern regarding the costs of such a system 
would imply.  The European Union and Japan said that they would take into account the comments 
received with a view to preparing a revised proposal before the next meeting.  

2. Review of the performance of the IATTC (Proposals G1-A and IATTC-81-H1; Appendices 3c 
and 3d).  Neither of these proposals, presented by the European Union, Japan, and the United States, 
and by Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama and Venezuela, respectively, 
was approved. 

3. Regional register of longline vessels (Proposal J-1; Appendix 3e).  The European Union presented 
this proposal to create a list of active longline vessels and that would limit fishing effort to the levels 
recorded in 2008.  Some delegations opposed this measure; one indicated that it would support it only 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-11-11-Capacity-building.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-11-11-Capacity-building.pdf
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if it were accompanied by the implementation of a system for allocating catch quotas to purse-seine 
vessels in order to have a balanced and fair measure. 

4. Modification of proposal IATTC-80-1-A on IUU fishing (Proposal IATTC-81-K1; Appendix 3f).  
This proposal, presented by Belize, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Panama, was not 
approved. 

5. Port State measures (Proposal L-1; Appendix 3h).  The European Union presented a new proposal 
on port State measures, which incorporated the comments received at the previous meeting of the 
IATTC, but there was no consensus to adopt it.  Various delegations indicated that it was not possible 
to adopt it while the possible ratification of the agreement approved at FAO on this matter was being 
discussed in their respective countries. Other delegations agreed with the IATTC adopting these types 
of measures, provided they were designed by the Commission itself, taking into account that the FAO 
agreement contains items about which some Members of the IATTC have reservations. 

6. Management of FADs (Proposal P-1-A; Appendix 3l).  The proposal presented by Colombia was 
supported by the majority of the delegations, who described it as a necessary measure.  However, alt-
hough two draft resolutions were presented, there was no consensus for their adoption. 

7. Bluefin tuna (Proposal Q-1; Appendix 3m).  This proposal, presented by Canada, China, Chinese 
Taipei, Japan, Korea, and the United States, is intended to keep the commercial catch of bluefin tuna 
during 2012-2013 below the average levels of 1994-2007.  Mexico did not agree with the measure, 
but presented its alternative proposal too late to be discussed at the plenary session. Various delega-
tions and non-governmental organizations regretted that, as a result, a measure on bluefin tuna was 
not adopted at this meeting, and six Members made a statement in this regard (Appendix 4b). Mexico 
indicated that it would report on the measures it would take to limit the catches of this species, and 
added that its status was not precarious in the eastern Pacific but in the western Pacific. 

8. Hammerhead sharks (Proposal K-1-B; Appendix 3g).  The European Union presented a proposal 
on hammerhead sharks, intended to prohibit the retention, sale, and international trade in the species, 
and require its prompt release if caught. After intensive discussions, the proposal did not achieve the 
consensus necessary for its adoption. 

9. New resolutions to replace Resolutions C-05-07 on IUU fishing and C-06-05 on trade measures 
(Proposals M1 and N1; Appendices 3i and 3j).  These two proposals, presented by the United States, 
were not approved. 

10. Proposal to strengthen Resolution C-05-03 on sharks (Proposal O1; Appendix 3k).  Belize, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Panama presented this proposal.  Despite 
presenting two successive texts, to take into account the comments received on the original version, 
the proposal did not achieve the consensus necessary for its adoption. Japan stated that its longliners 
with superfreezers would have difficulty in implementing the proposed system. 

9. Administrative issues 

Under this agenda item the matter of rules of procedure for the IATTC was reviewed. Ms. Heidi Herms-
meyer, of the United States, reported on the meeting of the open working group formed to discuss this 
matter. She indicated that a draft text (Appendix 5b) had been drawn up, with brackets around two points 
that could not be resolved due to lack of time. 

It was agreed that the group would meet again, possibly on the occasion of the meetings of the AIDCP in 
October 2011. 

10. Technical assistance to developing countries 

Mr. Ricardo Belmontes, of the IATTC staff, presented this subject, indicating that, at its previous meet-
ing, the Commission approved the establishment of a special fund for development of the capacity of de-
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veloping Members.  Left pending was a decision whether the contributions to this fund would be volun-
tary or paid from the regular IATTC budget, as well as a review of the draft resolution on the subject pre-
sented by seven countries. 

After discussing the matter, the proposal was adopted as Resolution C-11-11 (Appendix 2k). It establishes 
a fund the development of the scientific and technical capacity of developing Members of the IATTC, 
with an initial contribution of 50,000 USD from the Commission’s regular budget. 

11. Recommended research program and budget for 2012 and 2013 

Ms. Nora Roa-Wade, of the IATTC staff, presented this item, noting that an operative budget of 
6,811,245 USD was being requested for 2012, which includes an increase of 2% to compensate for infla-
tion. Furthermore, an additional annual contribution of 229,000 USD would be necessary to cover the 
deficit of 3.4 million USD in the pension fund. This led to an extensive discussion, at the end of which it 
was agreed to add 165,070 USD to the sum of the operative budget for 2011. In order to allow for this 
increase, and direct the 165,070 USD to the pension fund, various reductions in the proposed costs were 
also introduced. 

With these adjustments, the Commission adopted for 2012 a budget of 6,210,793 USD (Resolution C-11-
04; Appendix 2d), an increase of 3% compared to 2011. The contributions to the adopted budget were 
shared among the 21 Members of the Commission (including Kiribati), applying the formula utilized in 
2011. 

The Members asked the Director to not hire new staff until the financial situation improves, emphasizing 
that he is allowed to fill vacant posts. The Secretariat was asked to prepare a document explaining the def-
icit in the pension fund, to enable a discussion of the matter before taking any decision on it. 

12. IATTC-WCPFC cooperation  

Ambassador Jean-François Pulvenis, of the IATTC staff, presented this subject.  He noted that the memo-
randum of cooperation on the mutual recognition of the observers approved by the WCPFC and the 
IATTC is still pending approval. He presented a comparative table of the two versions of the memoran-
dum, the last text that resulted from the discussion during the 81st meeting of the IATTC in June 2010, 
and the text that the WCPFC had approved in December 2010. 

The Commission decided to approve the memorandum (Appendix 5a) already approved in the WCPFC, 
in order to avoid any further delays in its implementation.  

13. Meetings of the five tuna regional fisheries management organizations 

Dr. Compeán reminded the Commission that a joint meeting of the IATTC and the WCPFC would be 
held on Monday, 11 July, and that on the following day the work of the Kobe III meeting would begin.  
The Commission took note of this information, and some delegations indicated that the matter of the area 
that is under the competence of both Commissions (the “overlap area” between the 130°W and the 150°W 
meridians from the 4°S parallel to the 50°S parallel) should be addressed at the joint meeting with the 
WCPFC, to clarify that vessels on the IATTC Regional Vessel Register are fully entitled to operate in that 
area, provided they comply with the management measures adopted by the IATTC. 

14. Review of the IATTC’s performance 

The Chair informed the meeting that there were two very similar draft resolutions (81-H1 and 82-G1A; 
Appendices 3c and 3d) on this matter, and that they needed to be combined. The main difference between 
the two proposals is whether the performance review should include the AIDCP or not. During the dis-
cussion, many delegations expressed themselves in favor of the inclusion of the AIDCP in the review, 
since the Antigua Convention expressly establishes, in its Article VII.1(t), that the Commission should 
provide the Secretariat for the AIDCP, and in addition, the Commission covers 30% of the costs of the 
AIDCP observer program, which is the source of much of the information used in the work of the IATTC. 
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Furthermore, those delegations stressed that the AIDCP has received international recognition, especially 
from FAO, for its contribution to responsible fishing, and that merited its being taken into account as part 
of the review of the IATTC's work. 

The delegations stated that it could not support the inclusion of the AIDCP in the review, since it was not 
a Party to that Agreement.  Two more delegations supported this position, although they could accept that 
two parallel and simultaneous reviews could be carried out. 

15. Resolution C-06-05, Trade Measures to Promote Compliance 

The United States, as the proposer of this draft resolution (Proposal N1; Appendix 3j), stated that it 
would withdraw the proposal for this year, because it did not consider, after informal consultations with 
some delegations that had made observations about it at previous meetings, that consensus could be 
reached during the current meeting of the Commission.  

16. Amendment of Resolution C-05-07, IUU vessel list 

The United States presented proposal M-1 (Appendix 3i) to modify Resolution C-05-07 on the procedures 
for including vessels in the IUU list, to introduce procedures similar to those already adopted in the 
WCPFC.  Although some delegations proposed that the proposal be adopted for one year and review the 
following year, it was not possible to achieve the consensus necessary for its adoption. Some delegations 
recalled that the Central American countries had presented a proposal on this matter (K1; Appendix 3f) at 
the meeting of the Commission in 2010. 

On commencing the consideration of the proposal, the delegation of Colombia stated that it has relevant 
national legislation on the matters under discussion, and recalled that, when it deposited its instrument of 
ratification, it presented an Interpretive Statement by which it affirmed that “none of the provisions of the 
Convention nor of the subsequent decisions adopted in relation to it and not provided for in it, among oth-
ers the definition of the area of the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO), the incorporation or exclusion of vessels 
from the Vessel Register and the allocation of carrying capacities, may be interpreted as a modification of 
the position of the Republic of Colombia with regard to that Convention or to the International Law of the 
Sea.”  It therefore stated that it did not recognize this discussion. 

17. Scientific observers on longline vessels 

After extensive discussions of the appropriate level of observer coverage, Resolution C-11-08 (Appendix 
2h) was adopted, with the caveat that it would be reviewed in order to increase the 5% level of coverage 
in the future.  

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) congratulated the Commission for the adoption of this measure. 

18. Size limit for inclusion of vessels in the IUU Vessel List 

This item was not discussed during the meeting. 

19. Election of Chairs of Working Groups 

The current chairs of the working groups and the Review Committee were re-elected by the commission, 
as follows: 

Working group/Committee Chair  
Bycatch Luis Fleischer (Mexico) 
Capacity Luis Dobles (Costa Rica) 
Review Committee  David Hogan (United States) 
Financing Brad Wiley (United States) 
  

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-06-05-Trade-measures.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-05-07-IUU-Vessel-list.pdf
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20. Other business 

1. Chair and Vice-Chair. The decision was ratified that the Chair and Vice-Chair, Messrs. Gibbons-Fly 
and Torres, respectively, would assume the role for one year.  

2. Working subgroup on fleet capacity. The delegation of Colombia indicated that there were errors in 
the notes of the Chair of the subgroup on fleet capacity regarding the sanctioning process for viola-
tions of the closure in 2009, as well as with respect to national fisheries regulations. Numerous dele-
gations, as well as the Chair of the subgroup, expressed their agreement with the comments of the 
delegate of Colombia. 

21. Place and date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Commission will be held in June 2012 in La Jolla, or in some 
other place if an invitation was received from a Member. 

22. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. on 8 July 2011. 
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Appendix 1. 
ATTENDEES - ASISTENTES 

BELIZE - BELICE 
JAMES AZUETA* 

Belize Fisheries Department 
jamesazueta_bz@yahoo.com 

VALERIE LANZA 
IMMARBE 
valerie@immarbe.com 

WILFREDO POTT 
Belize Fisheries Department 
willpott@gmail.com 

CANADA 
SYLVIE LAPOINTE* 

Fisheries and Oceans of Canada 
sylvie.lapointe@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

LARRY TEAGUE 
British Columbia Tuna Fishermen’s Association 
bctfa@shaw.ca  

LAUREN DONIHEE 
Fisheries and Oceans of Canada 
lauren.donihee@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 

CHINA 
XIAOBING LIU* 

Bureau of Fisheries 
xiaobing.liu@hotmail.com 

GANG ZHAO 
Ministry of Agriculture 
admin@tuna.org.cn 

PEN ZHANG 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
zhang_peng@mfa.gov.cn 

WENTING ZHAO 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
zhao_wenting@mfa.gov.cn 

XIAOQING WANG 
Zhejiang Ocean Family Co. Ltd. 
wxq@zheyu.cn 

COLOMBIA 
PAULA CABALLERO* 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
paula.caballero@cancilleria.gov.co 

CARLOS ROBLES 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural 
carlos.robles@minagricultura.gov.co 

JUAN CARLOS CADENA 
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo 
jcadena@mincomercio.gov.co 

JUAN PABLO CALDAS 
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial 
jcaldas@minambiente.gov.co   

VLADIMIR PUENTES 
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial 
vpuentes@minambiente.gov.co 

ARMANDO HERNÁNDEZ 
ANDI/ Asociación Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia  
ahernandez@andi.com.co 

ALEJANDRO LONDOÑO 
ANDI/Asociación Nacional de Empresarios de Colombia  
alondono@andi.com.co 

ALVARO BUSTAMANTE 
ATUNEC S.A. 
alvaro.jr@atunec.com.co 

DIEGO CANELOS 
Seatech International, Inc. 
dcanelos@seatechint.net 

ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Fundación Pesca Limpia 
edelavega@pescalimpia.org 

LUÍS PAREDES 
Seatech International, Inc 
paredeslr@lexpraxis.com 

COSTA RICA 
XINIA CHAVES * 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
viceministra-xchaves@mag.go.cr 

BERNAL A. CHAVARRÍA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com 

LUIS DOBLES 
INCOPESCA 
rperez@incopesca.go.cr 

ASDRÚBAL VÁSQUEZ  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
vasqueza1@ice.co.cr 

JOSÉ CARVAJAL 
INCOPESCA 
carva77@gmail.com 

HERBERT NANNE 
Advisor 
hnanne20@yahoo.com 
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ECUADOR  
LEONARDO MARIDUEÑA* 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
viceministroap@magap.gob.ec 

LUÍS TORRES 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec 

ERIKA PAZMIÑO 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
erika.pazmino@pesca.gob.ec 

HUGO VERA 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
hugo.vera@pesca.gob.ec 

LUÍS GARCÍA 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
legarcia@ecutel.net 

Rafael Trujillo 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

MÓNICA MALDONADO 
Cámara Ecuatoriana de Industriales de Procesadores de Atún 
ceipa@aiisat.net 

LUIGI BENINCASA 
ATUNEC 
luigibenincasa@gmail.com 

XAVIER CHALÉN 
Programa Marino 
x.chalen@conservation.org 

ANGEL DÍAZ 
IBEROPESCA 
adiaz@iberopesca.com 

GINO DE GENNA 
Pesquera De Genna 
g.degenna@defer.com.ec 

JOSÉ GARCÍA 
Villavicencio & Asociados 
jlgarcia@villavicencioyasociados.ec 

PABLO GARCÍA 
SERVIGRUP S.A. 
pgarcia@servigrup.com.ec 

PABLO GUERRERO 
Advisor 
pablo.guerrero@wwfgalapagos.org 

 
CARLOS GOMEZ 

Legalsa 
cgomez@ecutel.net 

JAIME HOLGUÍN 
NIRSA S.A. 
presidencia@nirsa.com 

BRUNO LEONE 
SERVIGRUP S.A. 
brunol@servigrup.com.ec 

BRUNO LEONE JR. 
SERVIGRUP S.A. 
beleone@servigrup.com.ec 

FRANCISCO LEONE 
SERVIGRUP S.A. 
fleone@servigrup.com.ec 

JOSÉ PALADINES 
INDUATUN 
induatun@aiisat.net 

ABEL PALADINES 
Delipesca S.A. 
paladineshnos@aiisat.net 

GIAN SANDRO PEROTTI 
Trasnsmarina C.A. 
gperotti@transmarina.com 

CARLOS SERRANO 
Seafman C.A. 
cserrano@seafman.com 

GABRIELA VILLAR 
Pesquera Ugavi S.A. 
gabriela.villar@ugavi.com 

JIMMY VILLAVICENCIO 
Villavicencio & Asociados 
jvillavicencio@villavicencioyasociados.ec 

EL SALVADOR 
ANA GALDAMEZ* 

MAG – CENDEPESCA 
marlenebiol@yahoo.com 

MARTHA CALVO 
Grupo Calvo S.A. de C.V. 
marta.calvo@calvo.es 

SONIA SALAVERRÍA 
Grupo Calvo S.A. de C.V. 
soniasalaverria@yahoo.com 

CARLOS SÁNCHEZ 
Grupo Calvo S.A. de C.V. 
carlos.sanchez@calvo.es 

EUROPEAN UNION- UNIÓN EUROPEA  
ROBERTO CESARI* 

European Commission  
roberto.cesari@ec.europa.eu 

MARCO D’AMBROSIO 
European Commission 
marco.dambrosio@ec.europa.eu 

MARÍA DEL MAR FERNÁNDEZ 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente, Medio Rural y Marino 
marfmerlo@mapa.es 

 

ALMUDENA GÓMEZ 
CEPESCA 
agomez@cepesca.es 

IMANOL LOINAZ 
Albacora S.A. 
iloinaz@albacora.es 

JULIO MORÓN 
OPAGAC 
opagac@arrakis.es 
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JAVIER ARÍZ 

Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

FRANCE – FRANCIA 
JONATHAN LEMEUNIER* 

Ministère de l‘Agriculture et de la Pêche 
jonathan.lemeunier@agriculture.gouv.fr 

CHRISTOPHE MISSELIS 
Fisheries Service de la Pêche 
christophe.misselis@peche.gov.pf 

GUATEMALA 
ALFREDO ORELLANA* 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
alfredo.orellanamaga@gmail.com 

 
FRATERNO DÍAZ 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
diaz.monge@hotmail.com 

HUGO ALSINA 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
hugo@alsina-et-al.org 

 
VASCO FRANCO 

Pesquera Reina de la Paz 
vascofrancoduran@yahoo.com 

JAPAN - JAPÓN  
SHINGO OTA* 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 
shingo_oota@nm.maff.go.jp 

TAKUMI FUKUDA 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
takumi_fukuda@nm.maff.go.jp  

HARUO TOMINAGA 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
haruo_tominaga@nm.maff.go.jp 

HIROAKI OKAMOTO 
National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries 
okamoto@fra.affrc.go.jp 

HISAO MASUKO 
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
masuko@japantuna.or.jp 

KIRIBATI 
PETER TONG* 

Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development 
petert@mfmrd.gov.ki 

RURIA ITERAERA 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development 
ruriai@mfmrd.gov.ki 

BEERO TIOTI 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources Development 
beerot@mfmrd.gov.ki 

KOREA – COREA  
HYUNWOOK KWON* 

Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  
6103kwon@naver.com 

JONGWAN AHN 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
ahnjk90@korea.kr 

KIM JUNG-RE 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  
drew1126@naver.com 

ILKANG NA 
Korea Overseas Fisheries Association 
ikna@kosfa.org 

JEONG IL CHU 
Sajo Industries Co., Ltd 
mata@sajo.co.kr 

SEONGBO JANG 
SK Shipping Co. Ltd. 
sbjang@sk.com 

MINSUK KIM 
SK Shipping Co. Ltd. 
kimms@sk.com 
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MÉXICO 
RAMÓN CORRAL* 

CONAPESCA 
rcorrala@conapesca.sagarpa.gob.mx 

MARIO AGUILAR 
CONAPESCA 
mariogaguilars@aol.com   

MICHEL DREYFUS 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx 

LUÍS FLEISCHER 
Centro Regional de Investigación Pesquera 
lfleischer21@yahoo.com 

FELIPE CHARAT 
Maricultura del Norte, S. de R.L. de C.V. 
p.charat@att.net 

CÉSAR LÓPEZ DE GARAY 
Atunera Costa Brava 
atuneracostabrava@yahoo.com.mx 

MAURICIO LÓPEZ DE GARAY 
Atunera Costa Brava 
atuneracostabrava@yahoo.com.mx 

ARMANDO DÍAZ 
FIDEMAR 
adiaz@cicese.mx 

ERNESTO ESCOBAR 
Pesca Azteca, S.A. de C.V. 
eescobar@pescaazteca.com 

CARLOS HUSSONG 
CANAINPESCA 
hussongc@pescabrava.com 

SALVADOR MONTES 
Productos Pesqueros de Matancitas 
smontes@mareden.com 

NICARAGUA 
DANILO ROSALES* 

INPESCA/Instituto de Nicaragüense de la Pesca 
drosales@inpesca.gob.ni 

JULIO GUEVARA 
INATUN 
juliocgp@gmail.com 

ARMANDO SEGURA 
Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua 
capenic@ibw.com.ni 

MIGUEL MARENCO 
NICATUN 
seawolf@turbonett.com.ni 

PANAMÁ 
GIOVANNI LAURI* 

ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
glauri@arap.gob.pa 

MARICEL MORALES 
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
mmorales@arap.gob.pa 

MARÍA PATRICIA DÍAZ 
FIPESCA 
mpdiaz@fipesca.com 

ALEXANDER CASTILLO 
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
alexandercastilloleon@gmail.com 

RAÚL DELGADO 
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa 

PANAGIOTIS LYMBEROPULOS 
MARPESCA 
panol@marpesca.com 

PERÚ 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS* 

Instituto del Mar del Perú 
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

RICARDO BERNALES 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 
rbernales@diamante.com.pe 

ADRIANA GIUDICE 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 
agiudice@austral.com.pe 

RICHARD INURRITEGUI 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería 
snpnet@terra.com.pe 

MARÍA JOSÉ BOLUARTE 
Colecta Localización Satelites 
mjboluarte@clsperu.pe 

EDUARDO CARCOVICH 
Dolmar Representaciones S.A.C. 
e_carcovich@speedy.com.pe 

OMAR CARCOVICH 
Dolmar Representaciones S.A.C. 
omar.carcovich@dolmaragencias.com 

MARIO CHEN 
United Marine Corp S.A.C. 
united-marine-corp@hotmail.com 

CLAUDIA LEÓN 
Pez de Exportación S.A.C. 
cmlr@terra.com.pe 

JUAN NEYRA 
Sector Privado 
jmares2001@hotmail.com 

ALDO OLCESE 
Sima Perú Shipyard 
aolcese@sima.com.pe 

ROSARIO TINCORA 
Austral Group S.A.A. 
rtincora@austral.com.pe 
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CHINESE TAIPEI – TAIPEI CHINO 
CHI-CHAO LIU* 

Fisheries Agency 
chitai@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

WALLACE M. G. CHOW 
Department of International Organizations 
chitai@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

ROBERT DUAN 
Department of Treaty and Legal Affairs 
chitai@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

YI-CHI HUANG 
Department of International Organizations 
chitai@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

CITAI LING 
Fisheries Agency 
chitai@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

SHIH-CHIEH HO 
Taiwan Tuna Association 
martin@tuna.org.tw 

WEN-JUNG HSIEH 
Taiwan Tuna Association 
wenjung@tuna.org.tw 

YU-CHIH LIN 
Taiwan Tuna Association 
martin@tuna.org.tw 

WEI-YANG LIU 
Oversea Fisheries Development Council 
weiyang@ofdc.org.tw 

SHIH-HSIEN CHEN 
Ying Jen Fishery 
yingjen.fishery@gmail.com 

CHIN-HWA SUN 
National Taiwan Ocean University 
jennysun@ucsd.edu 

KUAN-HSIUNG WANG 
National Taiwan Normal University 
khwang@seed.net.tw 

\UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
RODNEY MCINNIS* 

NOAA/National Marine FIsheries Service 
rod.mcinnis@noaa.gov 

WILLIAM FOX 
U.S. Commissioner 
bill.fox@wwfus.org  

DONALD HANSEN 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
don@danawharfsportfishing.com 

ED STOCKWELL 
U.S. Commissioner 
edstockwell@insigntbb.com 

WILLIAM GIBBONS-FLY 
U.S. Department of State 
gibbons-flywh@state.gov 

DAVID HOGAN 
U.S. Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 

RANDALL ROBINSON 
U.S. Department of State 
robinsonr2@state.gov 

DEIRDRE WARNER 
U.S. Department of State 
warner-kramerdm@state.gov 

DEREK CAMPBELL 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
derek.campbell@noaa.gov  

RAYMOND CLARKE 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
raymond.clarke@noaa.gov 

JUDSON FEDER 
NOAA-Office of General Counsel SW 
judson.feder@noaa.gov 

RINI GHOSH 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
rini.ghosh@noaa.gov 

CRAIG HEBERER 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
craig.heberer@noaa.gov 

BRADLEY WILEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
brad.wiley@noaa.gov 

CHRISTOPHER BARROWS 
United States Coast Guard 
barrowscm@state. gov 

CHIP BISSELL 
American Albacore Fishing Association 
legaldiver@sbcglobal.net 

KEVIN BIXLER 
Chicken of the Sea International 
kbixler@cosintl.com 

DANIELA CURTO 
Tri Marine 
dcurto@trimarinegroup.com 

CHRISTOPHER DAHL 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
kit.dahl@noaa.gov 

AUGUST FELANDO 
US Delegation 
augustfelando@aol.com 

PETER FLOURNOY 
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NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
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NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
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WILLIAM SARDINHA 
Sardinha & Cileu Management 
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SHAH SELBE 
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JOHN ZUANICH 
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ENZO NATOLI 
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ICCAT 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
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BirdLife International 
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SCOTT HENDERSON 
Conservation International 
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SVEIN FOUGNER 
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REBECCA REGNERY 
Humane Society International 
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ROBIN ALLEN 
ISSF 
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SUSAN JACKSON 
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sjackson@iss-foundation.org 
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mbello-consultant@pewtrusts.org 
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Pew Environment Group 
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AMANDA NICKSON 
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MÓNICA GUTIERREZ 
The Billfish Foundation 
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RUSSELL NELSON 
The Billfish Foundation 
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MOISES MUG 
World Wildlife Fund 
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FIPESCA 
fipesca@fipesca.com 

ARNULFO FRANCO 
FIPESCA 
arnulfofranco@fipesca.com 

D.G. WEBSTER 
Dartmouth College 
d.g.webster@dartmouth.edu 

SECRETARIAT – SECRETARÍA 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 

gcompean@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 

ealtamirano@iattc.org 
RICARDO BELMONTES 

rblemontes@iattc.org 
DENISSE BONAROS 

dbonaros@iattc.org 
LAURA BOWLING 

lbowling@iattc.org  
ALEXANDRE DA-SILVA 

alexdasilva@iattc.org 
RICK DERISO 

rderiso@iattc.org 
MÓNICA GALVÁN 

mgalvan@iattc.org  
MARTIN HALL 

mhall@iattc.org 
MILTON LÓPEZ 

mlopez@iattc.org 

MARK MAUNDER 
mmaunder@iattc.org 

JOYDYLEE MARROW 
jmarrow@iattc.org 

TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 

JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 

NORA ROA-WADE 
nwade@iattc.org 

SIMON ROBERTS 
sroberts@iattc.org 

CYNTHIA SACCO 
csacco@iattc.org 

NICK VOGEL 
nvogel@iattc.org 

NICHOLAS WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
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Appendix 2a. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA) 

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-01 

RESOLUTION ON A MULTIANNUAL PROGRAM FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF TUNA IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN IN 

2011-2013 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Aware of its responsibility for the scientific study of the tunas and tuna-like species in its Convention 
Area and for formulating recommendations to its members and cooperating non-members (CPCs) 
with regard to these resources;  

Recognizing that the potential production from the resource can be reduced if fishing effort is exces-
sive;  

Aware that the capacity of the purse-seine fleets fishing for tunas in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) 
continues to increase;  

Taking into account the best scientific information available, reflected in the IATTC staff’s recom-
mendations, and the precautionary approach;  

Recognizing the importance of conservation measures taken by the Western and Central Pacific Fish-
eries Commission (WCPFC) for the tuna stocks in that region and the stocks of highly migratory tu-
nas in the Pacific Ocean; 

Agrees: 

To apply in the EPO the conservation and management measures for yellowfin and bigeye tuna set 
out below, and requests that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective 
CPC’s flag vessels relative to this commitment, and report on such activities at the next meeting of 
the IATTC; 

1. These measures are applicable in the years 2011-2013 to all CPCs’ purse-seine vessels of IATTC 
capacity classes 4 to 6 (more than 182 metric tons carrying capacity), and to all their longline ves-
sels over 24 meters length overall, that fish for yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean (EPO). 

2. Pole-and-line, troll, and sportfishing vessels, and purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 
1-3 (less than 182 metric tons carrying capacity) are not subject to these measures. 

3. All purse-seine vessels covered by these measures must stop fishing in the EPO for a period of 62  
days in 2011, 62 days in 2012, and 62 days in 2013. These closures shall be effected in one of 
two periods in each year as follows: 

2011 – 29 July to 28 September, or from 18 November to 18 January 2012. 

2012 – 29 July to 28 September, or from 18 November to 18 January 2013. 

2013 – 29 July to 28 September, or from 18 November to 18 January 2014. 
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4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 3, purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity class 4 
(between 182 and 272 metric tons carrying capacity) will be able to make only one single fishing 
trip of up to 30 days duration during the specified closure periods, provided that any such vessel 
carries an observer of the On-Board Observer Program of the Agreement on the International 
Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP). 

5. The fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna by purse-seine vessels within the area of  96º 
and 110ºW and between 4°N and 3°S illustrated in Figure 1 shall be closed from 0000 hours on 
29 September to 2400 hours on 29 October. 

 
Figure 1. Closure area 

6. a.  In each one of the years in which these measures are applicable, and for each one of the two 
closure periods, each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July, the names of all the purse-
seine vessels that will observe each closure period; 

b. Every vessel that fishes during 2011-2013, regardless of the flag under which it operates or 
whether it changes flag or the jurisdiction of the CPC under which it fishes during the year, 
must observe the closure period to which it was committed.  

7. Each CPC shall, for purse-seine fisheries: 

a. Before the date of entry into force of the closure, take the legal and administrative measures 
necessary to implement the closure; 

b. Inform all interested parties in its tuna industry of the closure; 

c. Inform the Director that these steps have been taken; 

d. Ensure that at the time a closure period begins, and for the entire duration of that period, all 
the purse-seine vessels fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, or skipjack tunas that are committed to 
observing that closure period and that fly its flag, or operate under its jurisdiction, in the EPO 
are in port, except that vessels carrying an observer from the AIDCP On-Board Observer 
Program may remain at sea, provided they do not fish in the EPO. The only other exception 
to this provision shall be that vessels carrying an observer from the AIDCP On-Board Ob-
server Program may leave port during the closure, provided they do not fish in the EPO. 

8. China, Japan, Korea, and Chinese Taipei undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of big-
eye tuna by their longline vessels in the EPO during 2011-2013 do not exceed the following lev-
els: 
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Metric tons 2011-2013 
China 2,507 
Japan 32,372 
Korea 11,947 
Chinese Taipei 7,555 

9. For 2012 and 2013, the total annual longline catches of bigeye tuna in the EPO shall be adjusted 
appropriately based on any conservation measures that may be adopted for purse-seine vessels in 
those years, as ratified or adjusted in accordance with paragraph 18. 

10. All other CPCs undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of bigeye tuna by their longline 
vessels in the EPO during 2011-2013 do not exceed the greater of 500 metric tons or their respec-
tive catches of bigeye tuna in 20011,2.  CPCs whose annual catches have exceeded 500 metric tons 
shall provide monthly catch reports to the Director.  For 2012 and 2013, the limits in this para-
graph shall remain in effect if the conservation measures for purse-seine vessels are maintained, 
as ratified or adjusted in accordance with paragraph 18. 

11. Landings and transshipments of tuna or tuna products that have been positively identified as orig-
inating from fishing activities that contravene these measures are prohibited.  The Director is re-
quested to provide relevant information to CPCs to assist them in this regard.  

12. Each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July of each year, of actions taken to implement these 
measures, including any controls it has imposed on its fleets and any monitoring, control, and 
compliance measures it has established to ensure compliance with such controls. 

13. In order to evaluate progress towards the objectives of these measures, in 2012 and 2013 the 
IATTC scientific staff will analyze the effects on the stocks of the implementation of these 
measures, and previous conservation and management measures, and will propose, if necessary, 
appropriate measures to be applied in future years. 

14. The Director is requested to develop, in consultation with interested CPCs, a pilot program for re-
search into, and gathering information on, the FADs used to aggregate tunas in the EPO.  The 
program shall include, inter alia, provisions for the marking of FADs, maintaining a record of the 
numbers of FADs on board each vessel at the beginning and end of each fishing trip, and record-
ing the date, time, and position of deployment of each FAD.  The Director is requested to report 
on the status of this effort at the next annual meeting of the IATTC. The information collected 
shall be held by the IATTC staff. 

15. Subject to the availability of the necessary funding, the Director is requested to continue the ex-
periments with sorting grids for juvenile tunas and other species of non-target fish in the purse-
seine nets of vessels that fish on FADs and on unassociated schools, by developing an experi-
mental protocol, including parameters for the materials to be used for the sorting grids, and the 
methods for their construction, installation, and deployment.  The Director shall also specify the 
methods and format for the collection of scientific data to be used for analysis of the performance 
of the sorting grids. The foregoing is without prejudice to each CPC carrying out its own experi-
mental programs with sorting grids and presenting its results to the Director. 

16. For 2012, renew the program to require all purse-seine vessels to first retain on board and then 
land all bigeye, skipjack, and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human 
consumption for reasons other than size. A single exception shall be the final set of a trip, when 

                                                 
1 The Commission acknowledges that France, as a coastal State, is developing a tuna longline fleet on behalf of its 

overseas territories situated in the EPO. 
2 The Commission acknowledges that Peru, as a coastal State, will develop a tuna longline fleet, which will operate 

in strict compliance with the rules and provisions of the IATTC and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
Commission. 
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there may be insufficient well space remaining to accommodate all the tuna caught in that set. At 
its annual meeting in 2012, the IATTC will review the results of the program, including 
compliance, and decide whether to continue it. 

17. The IATTC shall continue efforts to promote compatibility between the conservation and man-
agement measures adopted by IATTC and WCPFC in their goals and effectiveness, especially in 
the overlap area, including by frequent consultations with the WCPFC, in order to maintain, and 
inform their respective members of, a thorough understanding of conservation and management 
measures directed at bigeye, yellowfin, and other tunas, and the scientific bases and effectiveness 
of those measures. 

18. a.  In 2011 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the 
stock assessments and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, 
depending on the conclusions reached by the scientific staff of the IATTC, the duration of the 
closure for 2012 shall be ratified or adjusted; 

b. In 2012 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the 
stock assessments and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, 
depending on the conclusions reached by the scientific staff of the IATTC, the duration of the 
closure for 2013 shall be ratified or adjusted.  

19. No exemptions will be allowed with regard to the closure periods notified to the Director in ac-
cordance with paragraph 6.a of this resolution, nor with regard to the fishing effort of the purse-
seine fleets of the respective CPCs. 
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Appendix  2b. 
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4 – 8 JULY  2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-02 
 

RESOLUTION TO MITIGATE THE IMPACT ON SEABIRDS OF 
FISHING FOR SPECIES COVERED BY THE IATTC 

 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 

Recognizing that some threatened and endangered seabird populations are found in the east-
ern Pacific Ocean (EPO); 

Understanding that bycatches of seabirds are known to occur in the longline fisheries operat-
ing in some areas of the EPO; 

Noting that the Antigua Convention calls for the adoption of conservation and management 
measures and recommendations for species belonging to the same ecosystem and that are af-
fected by fishing for the fish stocks; 

Reaffirming the importance of implementing the FAO International Plan of Action for Re-
ducing the Incidental Catch of Seabirds in Longline Fisheries (“IPOA-Seabirds”); 

Recalling that tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations responsible for other 
ocean areas have adopted measures to mitigate the accidental bycatch of seabirds in longline 
fisheries; 

Believing that fisheries observer programs can greatly increase the understanding of the ex-
tent of interactions between seabirds and fisheries, and the evaluation of how seabird bycatch 
mitigation measures can be most effectively applied; 

Taking account of the work of the IATTC, including the IATTC Technical Meeting on Sea-
birds held on 11 May 2009, that has showed that combining different mitigation measures is 
more effective than using a single measure in reducing bycatch of seabirds; 

Noting that scientific research into mitigation of seabird bycatch in longline fisheries has 
shown that the effectiveness of measures depends on the type of vessel, the season, and the 
species of seabirds present; and 

Noting that effective mitigation measures can reduce the loss of bait and therefore increase 
catches;  

Agrees that; 

1. Members  and cooperating non-Members (CPCs) shall report to the IATTC on their im-
plementation of the IPOA-Seabirds, including, as appropriate, the status of their National 
Plans of Action for reducing incidental catches of seabirds in longline fisheries. 
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2. CPCs  shall require their longline vessels3 of more than 20 meters length overall that use 
hydraulic, mechanical, or electrical systems and that fish for species covered by the 
IATTC in the EPO north of 23°N (except in Mexican  waters as described in the minutes 
of the 81st meeting of the IATTC and as shown on the map in Annex 1) and south of 
30°S, plus the area bounded by the coastline at 2°N, west to 2°N-95°W, south to 15°S-
95°W, east to 15°S-85°W, and south to 30°S (see Annex 1) to use at least two of the mit-
igation measures in Table 1, including at least one from Column A. Vessels shall not use 
the same measure from Column A and Column B. 

Table 1: Mitigation measures 
Column A Column B 

Side-setting with bird curtains and weighted branch 
lines4  

Tori line5 

Night setting with minimum deck lighting  Weighted branch lines 
Tori line Blue-dyed bait 
Weighted branch lines Deep-setting line shooter 
 Underwater setting chute 

Management of offal dis-
charge 

 
3. CPCs with longline vessels fishing in the EPO other than the area mentioned in paragraph 

2, are encouraged to voluntarily employ at least one of the mitigation measures included 
in Table 1. 

4. Minimum technical standards for measures are shown in Annex 2, subject to possible 
modifications based on research and evaluations mentioned in paragraphs 6 and 11. 

5. CPCs  shall inform the IATTC, by 1 September 2011, and annually thereafter, of the mit-
igation measures that their flag vessels plan to employ in the implementation of this reso-
lution. 

6. CPCs are encouraged to work, jointly and individually, to undertake research, especially 
on specifications for weighted branch lines, to further develop and refine methods for 
mitigating seabird bycatch, including measures for use during the process of hauling in 
longlines, and shall submit to the IATTC any information derived from such efforts. 
Preferably, research should be undertaken in the fisheries and areas in which the 
measures will be used. 

7. CPCs shall provide annually to the IATTC any available information regarding interac-
tions with seabirds involving their flag vessels in the fishery, including bycatches of sea-
birds and details of seabird species and all relevant information available from observer 
or other monitoring programs. 

                                                 
3 Vessels propelled by outboard motors are not subject to this resolution 
4 This measure can only be applied in the area north of 23°N until research establishes the utility of this measure in 

waters south of 30°S. If using side setting with a bird curtain and weighted branch lines from column A this will 
be counted as two mitigation measures. 

5 If tori line is selected from both Column A and Column B this equates to simultaneously using two (i.e. paired) tori 
lines. 
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8. CPCs are encouraged to establish national programs to place observers aboard longline 
vessels flying their flags or fishing in their waters, for the purpose of, inter alia, gathering 
information on the interactions of seabirds with the longline fisheries. 

9. CPCs are encouraged to adopt measures aimed at ensuring that seabirds captured alive 
during longline fishing operations are released alive and in the best condition possible, 
and that, whenever possible, hooks are removed without jeopardizing the life of the sea-
bird. 

10. CPCs  shall begin implementation of this resolution no later than 1 September 2011 for 
their longline vessels equal to or greater than 24 meters in length overall, and no later 
than 1 September 2012 for their longline vessels less than 24 meters in length overall. 
The technical specifications for measures most suitable for use by vessels less than 24 
meters in length overall shall be considered by the Working Group on Bycatch, the Sci-
entific Advisory Committee (SAC), and the IATTC scientific staff. 

11. The effectiveness of this resolution to reduce seabird bycatch in the EPO, including the 
mitigation measures in Table 1, the area of application, and the minimum technical speci-
fications adopted pursuant to this resolution, shall be subject to review and possible mod-
ification, taking into account the scientific advice from the Working Group on Bycatch, 
the SAC, and the IATTC scientific staff. 

12. The Working Group on Bycatch, and the SAC will also consider the need to extend this 
resolution to other fleets operating in the EPO. 

13. This resolution replaces IATTC Resolution C-05-01. 
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Annex 1 

 
 

Areas6 (shaded) within the EPO in which the use of at least two mitigation measures for re-
ducing seabird bycatch is required: north of 23°N (except in Mexican waters) and south of 
30°S, plus the area bounded by the coastline at 2°N, west to 20°N-95°W, south to 15°S-
95°W, east to 15°S-85°W, and south to 30°S. 
 

                                                 
6 This map is for illustrative purposes only  
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Annex 2  
Specifications for Column A mitigation measures  
 
1.a. Tori lines  
 

i. Minimum length: 100 m  
ii. Must be attached to the vessel such that it is suspended from a point a minimum of 5 

m above the water at the stern on the windward side of the point where the hookline 
enters the water.  

iii. Must be attached so that the aerial extent is maintained over the sinking baited hooks.  
iv. Streamers must be less than 5m apart, be using swivels and long enough so that they 

are as close to the water as possible.  
v. If the tori line is less than 150 m in length, must have a towed object attached to the 

end so that the aerial extent is maintained over the sinking baited hooks.  
vi. If two (i.e. paired) tori lines are used, the two lines must be deployed on opposing 

sides of the main line.  
 
1.b. Tori line (light streamer)  
 

i. Minimum length of tori line: 100 m or three times the total length of the vessel.  
ii. Must be attached to the vessel such that it is suspended from a point a minimum of 5 

m above the water at the stern on the windward side of a point where the hookline en-
ters the water.  

iii. Must be attached so that the aerial extent is maintained over the sinking baited hooks.  
iv. Streamers must be less than 1m apart and be 30 cm in minimum length.  
v. If two (i.e. paired) tori lines are used, the two lines must be deployed on opposing 

sides of the main line.  
 
2. Side setting with bird curtain and weighted branch lines  
 

i. Mainline deployed from port or starboard side as far from stern as practicable (at least 
1 m), and if mainline shooter is used, must be mounted at least 1m forward of the 
stern.  

ii. When seabirds are present the gear must ensure mainline is deployed slack so that 
baited hooks remain submerged.  

iii. Bird curtain must be employed:  
 

• Pole aft of line shooter at least 3 m long;  
• Minimum of 3 main streamers attached to upper 2 m of pole;  
• Main streamer diameter minimum 20 mm;  
• Branch streamers attached to end of each main streamer long enough to drag on water 

(no wind) – minimum diameter 10 mm.  
 
3. Night setting  
 

i. No setting between local sunrise and one hour after local sunset.  
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ii. Deck lighting to be kept to a minimum, noting requirements for safety and naviga-
tion.  

 
4. Weighted branch lines  
 

i. Following minimum weight specifications are required:  
ii. Minimum weights attached to all branch lines is 45 g, with the following options:  

 
• less than 60 g weight attached to within 1 m of the hook; or  
• greater than 60 g and less than 98 g weight attached to within 3.5 ms of the hook; or  
• greater than 98 g weight attached to within 4 m of the hook.  

 
Specifications for Column B mitigation measures 
  
1. Weighted branch lines  
 

i. Following minimum weight specifications are required:  
ii. Minimum weights attached to all branch lines is 45 g, with the following options: 

 
• less than 60 g weight attached to within 1 m of the hook; or  
• greater than 60 g and less than 98 g weight attached to within 3.5 m of the hook; or  
• greater than 98 g weight attached to within 4 m of the hook.  

 
2. Blue dyed bait  
 

i. The IATTC Secretariat shall distribute a standardized color placard.  
ii. All bait must be dyed to the shade shown in the placard.  

 
3. Management of offal discharge  
 

i. Either:  
 

• No offal discharge during setting or hauling; or  
• Strategic offal discharge from the opposite side of the boat to setting/hauling to ac-

tively encourage birds away from baited hooks.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 31 

 
 
Appendix  2c. 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA) 

4-8 JULY  2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-03 

RESOLUTION PROHIBITING FISHING ON DATA BUOYS  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting:  

Aware that many nations, including Members of the Commission, operate and deploy data buoys 
throughout the Eastern Pacific Ocean and oceans worldwide to gather information used to improve 
weather and marine forecasts, provide assistance to fisheries by collecting data on sea surface and 
subsurface temperatures, provide assistance to search and rescue efforts at sea, and collect critical da-
ta used to conduct research on meteorological and oceanographic topics and climate prediction; 

Knowing that highly migratory species, in particular tunas, aggregate in the vicinity of data buoys; 

Recognizing that the World Meteorological Organization and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission have determined that vandalism and damage to data buoys by fishing vessels are a sig-
nificant problem in the Pacific Ocean and worldwide; 

Concerned that vandalism or damage to data buoys results in significant loss of data critical to weath-
er forecasting, to the study of marine conditions, to tsunami warnings, to support search and rescue 
efforts at sea, and that Members of the Commission expend considerable time and resources to locate, 
replace, and repair data buoys damaged or lost due to fishing activities or vandalism; 

Alarmed that the loss of data critical to the study of marine conditions from vandalism or damage to 
data buoys undermines analyses by Commission scientists seeking better understanding of tuna habi-
tat use and relationships between climate and tuna recruitment, and research by environmental scien-
tists in general; and 

Mindful that several data buoy programs publish information on the internet describing the type and 
location of such buoys;  

Agrees: 

To apply in the Antigua Convention Area the following measures regarding fishing on data buoys: 

For the purpose of this Resolution, data buoys are defined as floating devices, either drifting or an-
chored, that are deployed by governmental or recognized scientific organizations or entities for the 
purpose of electronically collecting environmental data, and not in support of fishing activities, and 
which have been notified to the Commission by a Member or Cooperating non-Member of the Com-
mission (CPC).  

1. CPCs shall:  

a. Prohibit their fishing vessels from interacting with data buoys in the Antigua Convention 
Area. Interactions include, but are not limited to, encircling the buoy with fishing gear, 
tying up to or attaching the vessel, fishing gear, or any part or portion of the vessel, to a 
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data buoy, or cutting its anchor line;  

b. Prohibit their longline and purse-seine fishing vessels from deploying fishing gear within 
one nautical mile of an anchored data buoy in the Antigua Convention Area; 

c. Prohibit their fishing vessels from taking on board a data buoy, unless specifically author-
ized or requested to do so by a CPC or owner responsible for that buoy; 

d. Encourage their fishing vessels operating in the Antigua Convention Area to keep watch 
for data buoys at sea and require vessels to take all reasonable measures to avoid fishing 
gear entanglement or directly interacting in any way with drifting data buoys; 

e. Require their fishing vessels whose gear becomes entangled with a data buoy to remove 
the entangled fishing gear with as little damage to the data buoy as possible. 

2. CPCs are encouraged to require their fishing vessels to report to them all entanglements and pro-
vide the date, location, and nature of the entanglement, along with any identifying information on 
the data buoy. CPCs shall notify the Commission of all such reports. 

3. Fishing activities inconsistent with paragraph 1 shall be deemed to undermine the effectiveness of 
the resolutions adopted by the IATTC in accordance with Article XVIII of the Antigua Conven-
tion, and shall, for the purposes of paragraph (1)(h) of IATTC Resolution C-05-07, be considered 
to be engaging in fishing activities contrary to an IATTC conservation and management measure.  

4. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, scientific research programs notified to the Commission may oper-
ate fishing vessels within one nautical mile of a data buoy, provided they do not interact with the 
data buoy, as described in paragraph 1. 
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Appendix  2d.  

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-04 

FINANCING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 

Understanding the importance of ensuring sufficient funding for the Commission in a timely manner 
so it may continue to effectively develop and implement the agreed conservation and management 
program for the living marine resources of the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) and conduct the associat-
ed data collection and research;  

Noting that non-payment of the agreed contributions may impair the Commission’s ability to continue 
its operations; 

Aware that the allocation of the costs of supporting the Commission among Parties should be trans-
parent, fair and equitable, stable, and predictable, but also should allow for redistribution of costs as 
new Parties join; 

Aware that the Commission at its 81st Meeting, agreed on a formula for calculating the contributions 
of the Parties to the Commission’s budget; 

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the Antigua Convention; 

Noting that several non-Parties derive benefits from catching or utilizing fish covered by the Conven-
tion, but do not make contributions to the Commission’s budget;  

Taking note of the staff’s proposals regarding the budget presented in Document IATTC-82-08; and  

Recognizing the need to seek economies in the operation of the Commission, in order to reduce costs; 

Agrees: 

1. To adopt the budget of US$ 6,210,793 for fiscal year (FY) 2012. 

2. That the Members shall contribute to the budget of the IATTC for FY 2012 in accordance with 
the following schedule, which was developed using the funding formula approved by the 81st 
Meeting of the Commission in October 2010.  



IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 34 

 

 FY 2012 
(US$) 

Belize 40,262 
Canada 136,204 
China 34,642 
Colombia 239,711 
Korea 128,217 
Costa Rica 56,532 
Ecuador 895,602 
El Salvador 73,966 
United States 1,746,553 
France 107,791 
Guatemala 51,096 
Japan 360,614 
Kiribati 29,799 
Mexico 890,499 
Nicaragua 40,825 
Panama 492,817 
Peru 48,290 
Chinese Taipei  124,309 
European Union  286,944 
Vanuatu 51,257 
Venezuela 374,864 
Total 6,210,793 

3. That the Director shall inform each Member, at least two months prior to the annual meeting, of 
its projected contribution for the following two fiscal years. 

4. That the Commission shall not pay more than 30% of the costs associated with the AIDCP On-
Board Observer Program for vessels of Members.  

5. In the case of a Member that is also a member of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission, only 50% of catches made by its flag vessels in the overlap area between the two 
Commissions shall be included in the calculation of that Member’s contribution based on catch. 

6. That the contributions of any new Member of the Commission shall be determined on the same 
basis as the contributions of existing Members, subject to the Commission’s financial regulations. 

7. That States not presently members of the IATTC, and fishing entities which have vessels fishing 
for fish covered by the Convention, should make, and request their flag vessels to make, volun-
tary contributions to the Commission, preferably on the same basis as the contributions of exist-
ing members. 

8. To invite non-governmental organizations interested in the work of the IATTC to make 
contributions to the Commission’s budget. 

9. The Working Group on Finance shall continue its deliberations on the formula in order to achieve 
consensus among the Members regarding the use of the formula to determine each Member’s 
contribution to the Commission’s budget for 2013 and the longer term. 
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Appendix 2e. 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-05 

RESOLUTION (AMENDED) ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A LIST OF 
LONGLINE FISHING VESSELS OVER 24 METERS (LSTLFVs) 

AUTHORIZED TO OPERATE IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 

Recalling Resolution C-03-07 on the establishment of a list of longline fishing vessels over 24 meters 
(LSTLFVs) authorized to operate in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO); 

Noting that LSTLFVs are highly mobile, and can easily change fishing grounds from one ocean to 
another, and thus have a high potential for operating in the Antigua Convention Area without timely 
registration with the Commission; 

Considering that other regional fisheries management organizations have been taking measures in 
their areas of competence to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing by LSTLFVs; 

Recognizing that this resolution will be implemented in conjunction with the Resolution on Criteria  
for Attaining the Status of Cooperating non Parties or Fishing Entity in IATTC (C-07-02); and 

Noting that nothing in this Resolution will preclude the rights and obligations of Parties based on 
other international agreements; 

Agrees that: 

1. The Commission shall maintain a list of longline fishing vessels larger than 24 meters overall 
length (“the LSTLFV List”).   For the purposes of this resolution, LSTLFVs not included the 
LSTLFV Record are deemed not to be authorized to fish for, retain on board, transship or land 
tuna and tuna-like species in the EPO. 

2. The LSTLFV List shall consist of the LSTLFVs of only Members and Co-operating non-
Members of the Commission (CPCs) on the IATTC Regional Vessel Register.  The LSTLFV List 
shall include the following information for each vessel: 
a. name of vessel, registration number, previous names (if known), and port of registry; 
b. a photograph of the vessel showing its registration number; 
c. previous flag (if known and if any); 
d. International Radio Call Sign (if any); 
e. name and address of owner or owners; 
f. where and when built; 
g. length, beam, and moulded depth; 
h. freezer type, freezer capacity, and number and capacity of fish holds, in cubic meters; 
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i. name and address of operator(s) and/or manager(s) (if any); 
j. type of fishing method or methods; 
k. gross tonnage; 
l. power of main engine or engines; and 
m. the nature of the authorization to fish granted by the flag CPC such as main target species. 

Each CPC shall notify the Director of any changes affecting the LSTLFV List at any time they 
occur. 

3. The Director shall maintain the LSTLFV List, and shall ensure its publicity, including placing it 
on the IATTC website, in a manner consistent with the confidentiality requirements of the 
pertinent CPCs.  

4. The flag CPCs of the vessels on the LSTLFV List shall: 
a. authorize their vessels on the LSTLFV List to operate in the EPO only if they are able to 

fulfill, in respect of these vessels, the requirements and responsibilities under the Convention 
and its conservation and management measures; 

b. take the measures necessary to ensure that their vessels on the LSTLFV List comply with all 
relevant IATTC conservation and management measures; 

c. take the measures necessary to ensure that their vessels on the LSTLFV List keep on board 
valid certificates of vessel registration and valid authorizations to fish and/or transship; 

d. ensure that their vessels on the LSTLFV List have no history of IUU fishing activities or, if 
any vessel does have such history, that the new owners have provided sufficient evidence 
demonstrating that the previous owners and operators have no legal, beneficial or financial 
interest in, or control over the vessel, or that, having taken into account all relevant 
information, the vessel is not engaged in, or associated with, IUU fishing; 

e. ensure, to the extent possible under domestic law, that the owners and operators of their 
vessels on the LSTLFV List are not engaged in, or associated with, tuna fishing activities 
conducted in the EPO by LSTLFV not included in the LSTLFV List; and 

f. take measures necessary to ensure, to the extent possible under domestic law, that the owners 
of the vessels on the LSTLFV List are citizens or legal entities within the flag CPCs, so that 
any control or punitive actions can be effectively taken against them. 

5. CPCs shall review their own internal actions and measures taken pursuant to paragraph 4, 
including punitive and sanction actions and, in a manner consistent with domestic law, report the 
results of the review to the Commission annually.  In considering the results of such reviews, the 
Commission shall, if appropriate, request the flag CPCs of LSTLFVs on the LSTLFV List to take 
further actions to enhance compliance by their vessels with IATTC conservation and management 
measures. 

6. With respect to LSTLFVs: 
a. CPCs shall take measures, under their applicable legislation, to prohibit fishing for, retaining 

on board, transshipment and landing of tuna and tuna-like species by LSTLFVs not included 
in the LSTLFV List. 

b. To ensure the effectiveness of IATTC conservation and management measures pertaining to 
species covered by Statistical Document Programs: 
i. Flag CPCs shall validate statistical documents only for vessels on the  LSTLFV List; 

ii. CPCs shall require that species covered by Statistical Document Programs caught by 
LSTLFVs in the EPO, when imported into the territory or area of CPCs, be accompanied 
by statistical documents validated for vessels on the LSTLFV List; and 

iii. CPCs importing species covered by Statistical Document Programs and the flag CPCs of 
vessels shall cooperate to ensure the accuracy and legitimacy of statistical documents. 
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7. Each CPC shall notify the Director of any factual information indicating that LSTLFVs not on the 
LSTLFVs List are engaged in fishing for, and/or transshipment of, tuna and tuna-like species in 
the EPO. 

8. a.   If a vessel mentioned in paragraph 7 is flying the flag of a CPC, the Director shall ask that 
CPC to take the measures necessary to prevent the vessel from fishing for tuna and tuna-like 
species in the EPO. 

b. If the flag of a vessel mentioned in paragraph 7 cannot be determined or is of a non-CPC, the 
Director shall report this to the Commission. 

9. The Commission and the CPCs concerned shall communicate with each other, and make the best 
effort with FAO and other relevant regional fishery management bodies, to develop and 
implement appropriate measures, where feasible, including the establishment of records of a 
similar nature so as to avoid adverse effects upon tuna resources in other oceans.  Such adverse 
effects might consist of excessive fishing pressure resulting from a shift of the IUU LSTLFVs 
from the EPO to other oceans. 

10. This resolution replaces Resolution C-03-07. 
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Appendix 2f. 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-06 

RESOLUTION (AMENDED) ON A REGIONAL VESSEL REGISTER 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA) on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 

Affirming the importance of ensuring that all vessels fishing in the Antigua Convention Area comply 
with the conservation and management measures agreed by the Commission; 

Reaffirming the need to have pertinent information relative to the operations of vessels fishing in the 
eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO); 

Recalling that Article XII, paragraph 2 (k), of the Antigua Convention stipulates that the Director 
shall maintain the record of vessels fishing in the Convention Area based, inter alia, on the 
information provided pursuant to Annex 1 of the Convention;  

Concerned that the current IATTC Regional Vessel Register includes fishing vessels not from 
Members and Co-operating non-Members of the Commission (CPCs) and the Commission cannot 
confirm whether these vessels are complying with relevant IATTC resolutions; and 

Aware of the need to amend consequently its Resolution C-00-06 on a regional vessel register: 

Agrees that: 

1. The Director shall establish and maintain a record of vessels that have been authorized to fish in 
the Antigua Convention Area for species covered by the Convention, on the basis of the 
information detailed in paragraph 2. The record shall contain only vessels that fly the flags of 
CPCs. 

2. Each CPC shall supply to the Director the following information with respect to each vessel 
under its jurisdiction to be included in the record established pursuant to paragraph 1: 

a. name of vessel, registration number, previous names (if known), and port of registry; 
b. a photograph of the vessel showing its registration number; 
c. previous flag (if known and if any); 
d. International Radio Call Sign (if any); 
e. name and address of owner or owners; 
f. where and when built; 
g. length, beam, and moulded depth; 
h. freezer type, freezer capacity, and number and capacity of fish holds, in cubic meters; 
i. name and address of operator(s) and/or manager(s)(if any); 
j. type of vessel; 
k. type of fishing method or methods; 



IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 39 

l. gross tonnage; 
m. power of main engine or engines; and 
n. the nature of the authorization to fish granted by the flag CPC (such as main target species). 

3. Each CPC shall promptly notify the Director of any modifications to the information listed in 
paragraph 2. 

4. Each CPC shall also promptly notify the Director of:  

a. any additions to the record; 

b. any deletions from the record by reason of: 

i. the voluntary relinquishment or non-renewal of the fishing authorization by the owner or 
operator of the vessel; 

ii. the withdrawal of the fishing authorization issued to the vessel in accordance with Article 
XX, paragraph 2, of the Convention; 

iii. the fact that the vessel is no longer entitled to fly its flag; 

iv. the scrapping, decommissioning or loss of the vessel; and  

v. any other reason, 

specifying which of the reasons listed above are applicable. 
5. The Director shall request each CPC to provide complete data for its vessels in accordance with 

paragraph 2 if the CPC does not provide all the required information.    

6. This resolution replaces Resolution C-00-06. 
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Anexo 2g. 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-07 

RESOLUTION ON THE PROCESS FOR IMPROVED COMPLIANCE 
OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting:  

Reaffirming that compliance by Members with measures adopted by the Commission is one of the 
key elements to achieve the objective of the Antigua Convention; 

Concerned that in general the level of compliance within the Commission needs to be improved in 
order to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the fish stocks covered by the 
Convention; and 

Aware that other tuna regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) have already started a 
comprehensive program for reviewing each member’s compliance status;   

Agrees that:  

1. This Resolution shall be applied to Members and co-operating non-Members of the Commission 
(CPCs). 

A) Meetings of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of Measures adopted by the 
Commission (the Committee) 

2. Unless otherwise decided by the Commission: (a) Committee meetings shall be held for a period 
of at least two days in the week preceding the Commission’s ordinary meeting; (b) Committee 
meetings shall be held during the ordinary meeting of the Commission in case there are Members 
that did not participate in the Committee meeting, but are participating in that Commission 
meeting. Committee meetings may also be held, if necessary, during the ordinary meeting of the 
Commission for other reasons. 

B) Committee preparatory work 

3. In preparation for Committee meetings, the following procedures shall be followed:  

(a) Three months prior to the Committee meeting, the Director shall send each CPC a standard 
questionnaire on compliance with IATTC resolutions (Annex).  The contents of the 
questionnaire  shall be kept updated by the Director, in consultation with the Chair of the 
Committee, to reflect amendments to, or repeals of, existing resolutions, or the adoption of 
new resolutions.   

(b) The Director shall extract information on possible non-compliance with IATTC resolutions 
from the reports of the IATTC observers for purse-seine fishing vessels and at-sea 
transshipment as well as other available information, and send to each CPC, three months 
prior to the Committee meeting, such information related to the fishing vessels flagged to that 
CPC.  
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(c) Each CPC shall fill in the questionnaire and send it back to the Director two months prior to 
the Committee meeting at the latest.  Each CPC shall also investigate the possible non-
compliance cases in sub-paragraph (b) and report the results of the investigation back to the 
Director two months prior to the Committee meeting.   

(d) The Director shall circulate all the filled-in questionnaires to all CPCs one month prior to the 
Committee meeting.  The Director shall also circulate to all CPCs, one month prior to the 
Committee meeting, the list of names and flags of the fishing vessels involved in the possible 
non-compliance cases as well as the response of the flag CPCs to such cases.  

C) Committee mandate and meetings 

4. The Committee meeting shall review each CPC’s compliance and enforcement of IATTC 
resolutions during the inter-sessional period preceding the meeting, based on, inter alia, the 
filled-in questionnaires, the compliance report provided by the Director and the information on 
possible non-compliance cases with IATTC resolutions in paragraph 3 (d).  The Committee 
meeting shall also discuss non-submission or late submission of the questionnaire by CPCs as 
well as repeated absences at Committee meetings. The order of such reviews shall be decided by 
the Chairman of the Committee in a fair and transparent manner.   

5. At the end of the meeting, the Committee shall identify, for each CPC, the compliance record, 
areas of possible improvement as well as any recommended actions for consideration of the 
Commission based on the results of the review and discussion in paragraph 4.  Such 
identifications and recommendations shall be recorded in the report of the Committee, which 
shall be sent to the Commission. 

6. Before proceeding with actions under section D, the CPCs will have the opportunity to reply 
during the meeting of the Committee, either orally or in writing,     

D) Follow-up of the Committee’s work 

7. Upon receiving the report from the Committee, the Commission shall consider any comments or 
replies from the CPC concerned. If necessary, the Commission will subsequently decide actions 
for improving compliance by each CPC, which includes sending a letter from the Commission 
Chairman to each CPC, indicating each CPC’s compliance record and identifying areas of 
possible improvement. 

8. CPCs for which areas of possible improvement have been identified shall submit a plan of action 
for such improvement within three months of the end of the Commission’s ordinary meeting. 

9. The Committee may consider development of a scheme of sanctions and incentives as well as a 
mechanism for their application to improve compliance by all CPCs to be submitted to the 
Commission for consideration and possible adoption.  

10. To facilitate the implementation of IATTC reporting requirements and review pursuant to this 
Resolution, the Committee shall also develop a set of common guidelines and formats for data 
submissions. 
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Annex 
Standard Questionnaire on Compliance with IATTC Resolutions 

Name of member:  

Resolution 
Para- 
graph 

No. 
Specific obligations 

Compliance Status 
Please answer Yes or No or 
NA (not applicable).  If the 
answer is No, please use 
the attachment to explain 
the details 

C-11-01 3 
All class 5 and 6 purse seiners stopped fish-
ing for 62 days in one of the two closure 
periods. 

  

  4 
Any class-4 purse seiner that fished during a 
closure period made only one fishing trip of 
up to 30 days, with an observer on board.  

  

  5 
All class 4 to 6 purse seiners did not fish in 
the offshore closure area from 29 September 
to 29 October. 

  

  6.a 
CPC informed the Director of the names of 
all class 4 to 6 purse seiners that would ob-
serve each closure period. 

  

  7.a 
CPC took the legal and administrative 
measures to implement the closure before 
the start of the closure. 

  

  7.b CPC informed all interested parties in its 
tuna industry of the closure.   

  7.c CPC informed the Director that the steps in 
7a and 7b of the Resolution had been taken.   

  7d 

All class 4 to 6 purse seiners were in port at 
the time their respective closure began.  
Vessels that were not in port had AIDCP 
observers on board and did not fish in the 
EPO. 

  

  8 
The longline catch of bigeye tuna did not 
exceed the allocation per paragraph 8 of the 
Resolution. 

  

  10 

The catch of bigeye tuna did not exceed 500 
t or the catch level in 2001.  If the catch ex-
ceeded 500 t, CPC provided monthly reports 
to the Director.  

  

  12 
CPC notified the Director, by 15 July, of its 
actions taken to implement the measures 
contained in this resolution. 

  

  16 

All class 4 to 6 purse seiners landed all big-
eye, skipjack and yellowfin tuna except for 
cases stipulated in paragraph 16 of the Reso-
lution.  
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C-11-02 1 CPC reported to the IATTC on its imple-
mentation of the IPOA-Seabirds.   

  2 
All longline fishing vessels used at least two 
seabird bycatch mitigation measures in the 
areas specified in the Resolution. 

  

  5 
CPC informed the IATTC, by 1 September, 
of the mitigation measures that its longline 
fishing vessels plan to use. 

  

  7 
CPC provided any available information on 
interactions with seabirds involving its long-
line fishing vessels. 

  

C-11-03 1.a 
Fishing vessels did not fish near or interact 
with a data buoy in a manner stipulated in 
the Resolution. 

  

  1.b Fishing vessels did not take on board a data 
buoy.   

  1.d 
Fishing vessels entangled with a data buoy 
removed the entangled fishing gear with as 
little damage to the buoy as possible. 

  

C-11-04 2 The IATTC fee was paid  

C-11-05 2 
CPC notified the Director of any change in 
the list of its LSTFLVs at the time it oc-
curred. 

 

  4.a 

CPC authorized its LSTFLVs on the list to 
fish in the Convention Area after checking 
their ability to comply with IATTC resolu-
tions. 

 

  4.b LSTLFVs on the list complied with all rele-
vant IATTC resolutions.  

  4.c 
LSTLFVs possessed valid certificates of 
vessel registration and valid authorizations 
to fish/transship. 

 

  4.d 
CPC ensured that none of its LSTLFVs had 
been, were and would be involved in IUU 
activities. 

 

  5 

CPC reported to the Commission the results 
of the review of internal actions and 
measures taken pursuant to paragraph 4 of 
the Resolution. 

 

  6 
CPC prohibited its LSTLFVs not on the list 
from fishing for, retaining, transshipping 
and landing tuna and tuna-like species. 

 

C-11-06 2 
CPC notified the Director of all the infor-
mation listed in para 2 on each of its vessels 
on the Regional Vessel Register. 

 

  3 CPC notified the Director of any modifica-
tion to the information in paragraph 2 of the  
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Resolution. 

  4 CPC notified the Director of any additions 
or deletions of vessels.  

  5 CPC notified the Director of any fishing 
vessel no longer flying its flag.  

C-11-09 1 

Fishing vessels transshipped tuna and tuna-
like species at sea only under the IATTC 
regional observer program for at-sea trans-
shipment. 

 

  2 
LSTLFVs conducted in-port transshipment 
in accordance with Annex 1 of the resolu-
tion. 

 

  5 CPC decided whether or not to authorize its 
LSTLFVs to transship at sea.   

  7 
CPC submitted to the Director the list of 
carrier vessels authorized to receive tuna in 
at-sea transshipment operations.  

 

  8 CPC notified the Director of any change of 
the authorized carrier vessels.   

  10 Carrier vessels are equipped with an operat-
ing VMS.  

  11 

At-sea transshipments by LSTLFVs within 
waters under national jurisdiction were con-
ducted with the prior authorization of the 
coastal State. 

 

  12 
At-sea transshipments were conducted by 
LSTLFVs with the prior authorization of 
CPC.  

 

  13 

The master and/or owner of the LSTLFV 
provided CPC with the necessary infor-
mation at least 24 hours before the trans-
shipment. 

 

  14 

The master of the carrier vessel completed 
and transmitted the transshipment declara-
tion to the Director and CPC along with the 
IATTC Record number within 24 hours of 
the completion of the transshipment. 

 

  15 

The master of the carrier vessel transmitted 
the transshipment declaration along with the 
IATTC Record number to the authorities of 
the landing country 48 hours before landing. 

 

  16 All carrier vessels that transshipped at sea 
had IATTC observers on board.  

  17 LSTLFVs/carrier vessels did not transship 
without IATTC observers present.  

  18.a The quantity of fish transshipped was con-
sistent with the catches reported by the  
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LSTLFV. 

  18.b 

CPC validated Statistical Documents after 
confirming that the transshipment had been 
conducted in accordance with this resolu-
tion. 

 

  18.c 

Import of transshipped bigeye tuna was 
made only with valid Statistical Documents 
and copies of the corresponding transship-
ment declarations.  

 

  19 CPC made necessary notification to the Di-
rector before 15 September.   

  20 
All landed or imported tuna which had been 
transshipped was accompanied by trans-
shipment declarations. 

 

Annex 3 9 Carrier vessels implemented the stipulated 
obligations.   

  11 LSTLFVs gave necessary access to IATTC 
observers.  

  14 The observer fee was paid.  

C-11-10 1 

CPC prohibited retaining on board, trans-
shipping landing, storing selling, or offering 
for sale any part or whole carcass of oceanic 
whitetip shark   

 

 2 
CPCs  required to promptly release un-
harmed, to the extent practicable, whitetip 
sharks when brought alongside the vessel. 

 

 3 

CPCs recorded through, inter alia, the observer 
programs, the number of discards and releases 
of oceanic whitetip sharks with indication of 
status (dead or alive) and report it to IATTC.  

 

C-09-04 . 

CPC placed an observer on each trip of 
purse seiners of capacity greater than 363 t 
and ensured that at least half of the observ-
ers were IATTC observers. 

  

C-07-03 1 CPC is implementing the FAO Guidelines 
on sea turtles.   

  2 
CPC reported to the IATTC by 30 June on 
the progress of implementation of the FAO 
Guidelines.  

  

  3 

CPC enhanced the implementation of sea 
turtle bycatch reduction measures and col-
laborated with other CPCs in the exchange 
of information. 

  

  4 CPC implemented observer programs for 
fisheries that may impact sea turtles.    

  6.c Purse-seine fishing vessels released all sea 
turtles entangled with FADs.   
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  6.d Research was conducted to modify FADs to 
reduce sea turtle entanglement.   

  7.a 
Longline fishing vessels carried and used 
the equipment to promptly release inci-
dentally-caught sea turtles.  

  

  7.b CPC continued to improve technique to re-
duce sea turtle bycatch.   

  7.c 
CPC conducted fishing trials for reduction 
of sea turtle bycatch and provided the results 
to the IATTC. 

  

C-05-02 2 
The level of fishing effort by vessels fishing 
for North Pacific albacore tuna did not in-
crease.  

  

  3 
CPC reported all catches of albacore tuna, 
by gear type, to the IATTC every six 
months. 

  

C-05-03 3 Retained sharks were fully utilized.   

  4 

The vessels did not have on board shark fins 
that totaled more than 5% of the weight of 
sharks on board up to the first point of land-
ing. 

  

  11 
CPC reported required data for catches, ef-
fort by gear type, landing and trade of 
sharks by species. 

  

  11 
CPC sent a comprehensive annual report of 
the implementation of the resolution by 1 
May. 

  

C-04-05 2 

Fishermen on purse-seine vessels were re-
quired to promptly release unharmed, to the 
extent practicable, all sharks, billfishes, 
rays, dorado, and other non-target species. 

 

 4.a 
Fishermen were required to promptly re-
lease unharmed, to the extent practicable, all 
sea turtles.  

 

 4.b. 
The Commission was provided with all data 
on bycatches of sea turtles in all fisheries 
targeting species covered by the Conven-
tion. 

 

 4.d.ii. 
Vessels were prohibited from disposing of 
salt bags or any other type of plastic trash at 
sea.  

 

 4.d.iii Sea turtles entangled in FADs and other 
fishing gear were released, when practicable 

 

 4.d.v 
Longline vessels carried on board the neces-
sary equipment (e.g. de-hookers, line cutters 
and scoop nets) for appropriate release of 
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incidentally caught sea turtles.  

 4.e 
Specific measures for the protection of en-
circled or entangled sea turtles were imple-
mented. 

 

C-04-06 1 Fishing vessels  24 meters or more in length 
carried an operating VMS on board.   

C-03-01 1 
All bigeye tuna imported were accompanied 
by validated Statistical Documents or Re-
export Certificates. 

  

  2 

Statistical Documents and Re-export Certif-
icates accompanying exported bigeye tuna 
were validated by government officials or 
authorized individuals or institutions.  

  

  3 

CPC has provided to the Director sample 
forms of Statistical Documents and Re-
export Certificates and information on vali-
dation as well as any change. 

  

  5 
CPC reported to the Director the data on 
imported bigeye tuna by 1 April and 1 Oc-
tober, respectively. 

  

  6 
CPC examined export data upon receiving 
the import data from the Director and re-
ported the results to the Commission. 

  

C-03-05 2 Catch and effort data were submitted by 30 
June by species and fishing gear.   

  2 Length-frequency data were submitted by 
30 June by species and fishing gear.   

 

 

Attachment 

1. Details of the the possible case of non-compliance 

2. Current status of the fishing vessel 

3. Status or result of investigation 

4. Actions taken based on the result of the investigation, including sanctions and preventive actions   
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Appendix 2h. 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-08 

RESOLUTION ON SCIENTIFIC OBSERVERS FOR LONGLINE 
VESSELS 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA) on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 

Recognising the need to collect scientific information on target species as well as comprehensive data 
on interactions with non-target species, in particular, sea turtles, sharks and seabirds; 

Noting the need to ensure uniform and equitable treatment of all tuna-fishing vessels operating in the 
Convention Area; 

Noting that large purse-seine vessels operating in the Antigua Convention Area are required to carry 
scientific observers aboard, in accordance with the Agreement on the International Dolphin 
Conservation Program; 

Taking into account that 5% observer coverage of high-seas fishing operations was noted as the initial 
level at the Kobe II workshop on Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance, held in Barcelona, Spain, in 
June 2010; 

Agrees that: 

1. Each Member and cooperating non-Member (CPCs) shall ensure that, from 1 January 2013, at least 
5% of the fishing effort made by its longline fishing vessels greater than 20 metres length overall 
carry a scientific observer.  In 2014, based on the results of the observer programs, the Secretariat, 
after consulting the Scientific Advisory Committee, will recommend to the Commission on the 
efficiency level needed to accomplish the objectives of this Resolution, and particularly on the 
potential increase of the required coverage rate. This coverage rate shall be then subject to the 
approval of the Commission at the corresponding ordinary meeting. 

2. The Scientific Advisory Committee shall indicate, at its 2012 session, how fishing effort should be 
determined (sets, fishing days, number of vessels or other alternative options). 

3. Each CPC shall endeavor to ensure that observer coverage will be representative of the activities of its fleet. 

4. The main task of the scientific observers shall be to record any available biological information, the 
catches of targeted fish species, and species composition,  as well as any interactions with non-target 
species such as sea turtles, seabirds and sharks. 

5. The Director, in cooperation with the Scientific Advisory Committee, shall draw up a common 
reporting format detailing the required data to be collected by scientific observers. 

6. Scientific observers shall submit to their flag CPC authorities a report on these observations at the 
latest 30 days after the end of each fishing trip. 

7. Every year, CPCs shall submit to the Scientific Advisory Committee, through the Director, by 31 
March, the scientific observers’ information on the previous year's fishery in a format established by 
the Scientific Advisory Committee. 
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Appendix 2i 

 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-09 

RESOLUTION (AMENDED) ON ESTABLISHING A PROGRAM FOR 
TRANSHIPMENTS BY LARGE-SCALE FISHING VESSELS  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA) on 
the occasion of its 82nd Meeting:  
Taking account of the need to combat illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing activities 
because they undermine the effectiveness of the conservation and management measures already 
adopted by the IATTC; 
Expressing grave concern that organized tuna-laundering operations have been conducted, and a 
significant amount of catches by IUU tuna longline fishing vessels have been transhipped under the 
names of duly licensed fishing vessels; 
In view therefore of the need to ensure the monitoring of the transhipment activities by large-scale  
longline vessels in the Antigua Convention Area, including the control of their landings; and  
Aware of the need to amend consequently its Resolution C-08-02 on establishing a program for 
transhipments by large-scale fishing vessels; 

Agrees: 

Section 1. General Rules 
1. Except under the special conditions outlined below in Section 2 for transhipment operations at sea, 

all transhipment operations of tuna and tuna-like species in the Antigua Convention Area must take 
place in port. 

2. Each Member and Cooperating Non-Member of the Commission (CPC) shall take the necessary 
measures to ensure that large-scale tuna-fishing vessels7 (LSTFVs) flying its flag comply with the 
obligations set out in Annex 1 when transshipping in port. 

3. This Resolution does not apply to troll vessels, pole-and-line vessels or vessels engaged in the 
transhipment of fresh fish8 at sea. 

SECTION 2. PROGRAM TO MONITOR TRANSHIPMENTS AT SEA 
4. The Commission hereby establishes a program to monitor transhipments at sea, which applies 

initially to large-scale tuna longline fishing vessels (LSTLFVs) and to carrier vessels authorized by 

                                                 
7 For the purposes of this Resolution, “large-scale tuna fishing vessels” are defined as all vessels fishing beyond 

areas of national jurisdiction or beyond each CPC-controlled areas and targeting tuna or tuna-like species. 
8 For the purposes of this Resolution, “fresh fish” means tuna or tuna-like species that are alive, whole or 

dressed/gutted, but not further processed or frozen. 
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their respective flag CPC to receive transhipments from these vessels at sea.  
5. Each CPC shall determine whether or not to authorize its LSTLFVs to tranship at sea. Only 

LSTLFVs that are included in the IATTC list of authorized longline vessels and that operate under 
the jurisdiction of CPCs that participate in the observer program established by this Resolution and 
that finance the costs of its implementation are authorized to make transshipments at sea.  The 
Director will maintain a list of such vessels.   Any such transhipments must be conducted in 
accordance with the procedures defined in Sections 3, 4 and 5, and annexes 2 and 3 of this 
Resolution. 

SECTION 3. RECORD OF VESSELS AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE TRANSHIPMENTS AT 
SEA IN THE Convention area  

6. The Commission shall establish and maintain a record of carrier vessels authorized by their 
respective flag CPCs to receive tuna and tuna-like species at sea from LSTLFVs in the Convention 
Area (IATTC Record of Carrier Vessels). For the purposes of this Resolution, carrier vessels not on 
this Record are deemed not to be authorized to receive tuna and tuna-like species in at-sea 
transhipment operations. 

7. Each CPC shall submit to the Director, in electronic format if possible, the list of the carrier vessels 
that it has authorized to receive at-sea transhipments from its LSTLFVs in the Convention Area. This 
list shall include the following information for each vessel: 
a. The flag of the vessel; 
b. Name of vessel, register number; 
c. Previous name (if any); 
d. Previous flag (if any); 
e. Details of previous deletion from other registries (if any); 
f. International radio call sign; 
g. Type of vessel, length, gross tonnage (GT) and carrying capacity; 
h. Name and address of owner(s) and operator(s); and 
i. Time period authorized for transshipping. 

8. Each CPC shall promptly notify the Director, after the establishment of the initial IATTC Record, of 
any addition to, deletion from and/or modification of the IATTC Record, at the time such changes 
occur. 

9. The Director shall maintain the IATTC Record and take measures to ensure publicity of the Record 
through electronic means, including placing it on the IATTC website, in a manner consistent with 
confidentiality requirements notified by CPCs for their vessels. 

10. Carrier vessels authorized for at-sea transhipment shall be required to install and operate a VMS in 
accordance with Resolution C-04-06 on the establishment of a Vessel Monitoring System (VMS). 

SECTION 4. AT-SEA TRANSHIPMENT 
11. Transhipments by LSTLFVs in waters under the jurisdiction of the CPCs are subject to prior 

authorization from the Coastal CPC concerned. CPCs shall take the necessary measures to ensure 
that LSTLFVs flying their flag comply with the following conditions: 

Flag CPC Authorization 

12. LSTLFVs are not authorized to tranship at sea unless they have obtained prior authorization from 
their flag CPC. 

Notification obligations 
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Fishing vessel: 

13. To receive the prior authorization mentioned in paragraph 11, the master and/or owner of the 
LSTLFV must notify the following information to its flag CPC authorities at least 24 hours in 
advance of an intended transhipment: 
a. the name of the LSTLFV and its number in the LSTLFV List, 
b. the name of the carrier vessel and its number in the IATTC Record of Carrier Vessels, and the 

product to be transhipped, 
c. the tonnage by product to be transhipped, 
d. the date and location of transhipment, and 
e. the geographic location of the tuna catches. 
The LSTLFV concerned shall complete and transmit to its flag CPC, not later than 15 days after the 
transhipment, the IATTC transhipment declaration, along with its number in the IATTC LSTLFV 
List, in accordance with the format set out in Annex 2. 

Receiving carrier vessel: 

14. The master of the receiving carrier vessel shall complete and transmit the IATTC transhipment 
declaration to the Director and the flag CPC of the LSTLFV, along with its number in the IATTC 
Record of Carrier Vessels, within 24 hours of the completion of the transhipment. 

15. The master of the receiving carrier vessel shall, 48 hours before landing, transmit an IATTC 
transshipment declaration, along with its number in the IATTC Record of Carrier Vessels, to the 
competent authorities of the CPC where the landing takes place. 

Regional Observer Program 

16. Each CPC shall ensure that all its carrier vessels that tranship at sea have on board an IATTC 
observer, in accordance with the IATTC Regional Observer Program in Annex 3. The IATTC 
observer shall monitor compliance with this Resolution, and notably that the transshipped quantities 
are consistent with the catch reported on the IATTC transhipment declaration. 

17. Vessels shall be prohibited from commencing or continuing at-sea transhipping in the Convention 
Area without an IATTC observer on board, except in cases of force majeure duly notified to the 
Director. 

Section 5. General Provisions 
18. To ensure the effectiveness of the IATTC conservation and management measures pertaining to 

species covered by Statistical Document Programs: 
a. In validating the Statistical Document, flag CPCs of LSTLFVs shall ensure that transhipments 

are consistent with the reported catch amount by each LSTLFV; 
b. The Flag CPC of the LSTLFV shall validate the Statistical Documents for the transhipped fish, 

after confirming that the transhipment was conducted in accordance with this Resolution. This 
confirmation shall be based on the information obtained through the IATTC Observer Program; 
and 

c. CPCs shall require that the catches of species covered by the Statistical Document Programs by 
LSTLFVs in the Convention Area, when imported into the territory or area of a CPC, be 
accompanied by validated statistical documents and a copy of the  IATTC transhipment 
declaration. 

19. Each CPC shall report annually before 15 September to the Director: 
a. The quantities by species transshipped during the previous year. 
b. The names of its vessels on the IATTC LSTLFV List which have transhipped during the 
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previous year; and 
c. A comprehensive report assessing the content and conclusions of the reports of the observers 

assigned to carrier vessels which have received transhipment from its LSTLFVs. 
20. All tuna and tuna-like species landed in, or imported into, the territory or area of a CPC, either 

unprocessed or after having been processed on board and which are transhipped, shall be 
accompanied by the IATTC transhipment declaration until the first sale has taken place. 

21. Each year, the Director shall present a report on the implementation of this Resolution to the annual 
meeting of the Commission, which shall review compliance with this Resolution. 

22. This Resolution replaces Resolution C-08-02. 
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Annex 1 
Conditions relating to in-port transhipment by LSTFVs 

General 

1. Transhipment operations in port may only be undertaken in accordance with the procedures detailed 
below. 

Notification obligations 

2. Fishing vessel: 

2.1. At least 48 hours prior to transhipping, the captain of the LSTFV must notify the following 
information to the Port State authorities: 
a. the name of the vessel and its number in the IATTC Regional Vessel Register, 
b. the name of the carrier vessel, and the product to be transhipped, 
c. the tonnage, by product, to be transhipped, 
d. the date and location of transhipment, 
e. the major fishing grounds of the tuna and tuna like species catches. 

2.2. The captain of an LSTFV shall, at the time of the transhipment, inform the vessel’s Flag State of 
the following; 
a. the products and quantities involved, 
b. the date and place of the transhipment, 
c. the name, registration number and flag of the receiving carrier vessel, 
d. the geographic location of the tuna and tuna like species catches. 

2.3. The captain of the LSTFV shall complete and transmit to the vessel’s flag CPC not more than 
15 days after the transhipment, the IATTC transhipment declaration, along with the vessel’s 
number in the IATTC LSTFV List, in accordance with the format set out in Annex 2. 

Receiving vessel 

3. Not later than 24 hours before the beginning and at the end of the transhipment, the master of the 
receiving carrier vessel shall inform the  Port State authorities of the quantities of catches of tuna and 
tuna-like species transhipped to the carrier vessel, and complete and transmit to the competent 
authorities of the vessel’s flag CPC the IATTC transhipment declaration. 

Landing State 

4. The master of the receiving carrier vessel shall, 48 hours before landing, complete an IATTC 
transhipment declaration, and transmit it to the competent authorities of the landing State where the 
landing is to take place. 

5. The Port State and the landing State referred to in the above paragraphs shall take the appropriate 
measures to verify the accuracy of the information received, and shall cooperate with the flag CPC of 
the LSTFV to ensure that landings are consistent with the catches reported by the vessel. This 
verification shall be carried out so that the vessel suffers the minimum interference and inconvenience 
and that degradation of the fish is avoided. 

6. Each flag CPC with LSTFVs shall report each year to the IATTC the details of the transhipments by 
its vessels. 
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ANNEX 2 
IATTC TRANSHIPMENT DECLARATION 
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ANNEX 3 

IATTC REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAM 
1. Each CPC shall require carrier vessels included in the IATTC Record of Carrier Vessels which 

tranship at sea, to carry an IATTC observer during each transhipment operation in the Convention 
Area. 

2. The Director shall appoint the observers, and shall place them on board the carrier vessels 
authorized to receive transhipments in the Convention Area from LSTLFVs flying the flag of 
CPCs that implement the IATTC observer program established by this Resolution. 

Designation of the observers 

3. The designated observers shall have the following qualifications to accomplish their tasks: 

a. sufficient experience to identify species and fishing gear; 
b. satisfactory knowledge of IATTC conservation and management measures; 
c. the ability to observe and record information accurately; and 
d. a satisfactory knowledge of the language of the flag of the vessel observed. 

Obligations of the observer 

4. Observers shall: 

a. not be, to the extent possible, nationals or citizens of the flag CPC of the receiving carrier 
vessel; 

b. be capable of performing the duties set forth in point 5 below; 
c. be included in the list of observers maintained by the Director; and 
d. not be a crew member of an LSTLFV or an employee of an LSTLFV company. 

5. The observer’s tasks shall be, in particular, to: 

5.1. on the LSTLFV intending to tranship to a carrier vessel, and before the transhipment takes 
place: 
i. check the validity of the fishing vessel’s authorization or license to fish for tuna and 

tuna- like species in the Convention Area; 
ii. check and record the total quantity of catch on board, and the quantity to be transferred 

to the carrier vessel; 
iii. check that the VMS is functioning , and examine the logbook; 
iv. verify whether any of the catch on board resulted from transfers from other vessels, and 

check the documentation on such transfers; 
v. in the case of an indication that there are any violations involving the fishing vessel, 

immediately report the violations to the master of the carrier vessel; and 
vi. record the results of these duties on the fishing vessel in the observer’s report.   

5.2. on the carrier vessel: 
a. monitor the carrier vessel’s compliance with the relevant conservation and management 

measures adopted by the Commission. In particular the observers shall: 
i. record and report upon the transhipment activities carried out; 

ii. verify the position of the vessel when engaged in transhipping; 
iii. observe and estimate products transhipped; 
iv. verify and record the name of the LSTLFV concerned and its registration number; 
v. verify the data contained in the transhipment declaration; 

vi. certify the data contained in the transhipment declaration; and 
vii. countersign the transhipment declaration; 
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b. issue a daily report of the carrier vessel’s transhipping activities; 
c. establish general reports compiling the information collected in accordance with this 

paragraph and provide the captain the opportunity to include therein any relevant 
information. 

d. submit to the Director the aforementioned general report within 20 days from the end of the 
period of observation; and 

e. exercise any other functions as defined by the Commission. 
6. Observers shall treat as confidential all information with respect to the fishing operations of the 

LSTLFVs and of the LSTLFVs owners and accept this requirement in writing as a condition of 
appointment as an observer. 

7. Observers shall comply with requirements established in the laws and regulations of the flag CPC 
which exercises jurisdiction over the vessel to which the observer is assigned. 

8. Observers shall respect the hierarchy and general rules of behavior which apply to all vessel 
personnel, provided such rules do not interfere with the duties of the observer under this program, 
and with the obligations of vessel personnel set forth in paragraph 9 of this program. 

Obligations of the flag CPCs of carrier vessels 

9. The responsibilities regarding observers of the flag CPCs of the carrier vessels and their captains 
shall include the following, notably: 

a. Observers shall be allowed access to the vessel personnel and to the gear and equipment; 
b. Upon request, observers shall also be allowed access to the following equipment, if present 

on the vessels to which they are assigned, in order to facilitate the carrying out of their duties 
set forth in paragraph 5: 
i. satellite navigation equipment; 

ii. radar display viewing screens when in use; and 
iii. electronic means of communication. 

c. Observers shall be provided accommodations, including lodging, food and adequate sanitary 
facilities, equal to those of officers; 

d. Observers shall be provided with adequate space on the bridge or pilot house for clerical 
work, as well as space on deck adequate for carrying out observer duties; and 

e. The flag CPCs shall ensure that captains, crew and vessel owners do not obstruct, intimidate, 
interfere with, influence, bribe or attempt to bribe an observer in the performance of his/her 
duties. 

10. The Director, in a manner consistent with any applicable confidentiality requirements, shall 
provide to the flag CPC of the carrier vessel under whose jurisdiction the vessel transhipped and to 
the flag CPC of the LSTLFV, copies of all raw data, summaries, and reports pertaining to the trip 
three months prior to the meeting of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of 
Measures adopted by the Commission. 

Obligations of LSTLFVs during transhipments 
11. Observers shall be allowed to visit the fishing vessel, if weather conditions permit, and shall be 

granted access to personnel and areas of the vessel necessary to carry out their duties set forth in 
paragraph 5. 

12. The Director shall submit the observer reports to the Committee for the Review of Implementation 
of Measures adopted by the Commission p and to the Scientific Advisory Committee. 

Observer fees 

13. The costs of implementing this program shall be financed by the flag CPCs of LSTLFVs wishing 
to engage in transhipment operations. The fee shall be calculated on the basis of the total costs of 
the program. This fee shall be paid into a special account of the Director and the Director shall 
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manage the account for implementing the program; 

14. No observer shall be assigned to a vessel for which the fees, as required under paragraph 13, have 
not been paid. 
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Appendix 2j. 

 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-10 

RESOLUTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF OCEANIC WHITETIP 
SHARKS CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION WITH FISHERIES IN THE 

ANTIGUA CONVENTION AREA 

The Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), 
on the occasion of its 82nd Meeting: 
Recalling that Article VII, paragraph 1 (f) of the Antigua Convention establishes that the 
Commission shall adopt, as necessary, conservation and management measures and 
recommendations for species belonging to the same ecosystem and that are affected by fishing for, 
or dependent on or associated with, the fish stocks covered by the Convention, with a view to 
maintaining or restoring populations of such species above levels at which their reproduction may 
become seriously threatened; 

Taking due note that the Scientific Advisory Committee expressed concern about the recent 
declining trend in catches of oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus) by purse seiners; 
and 

Recognizing that the Scientific Advisory Committee recommends that conservation measures for 
this species be taken immediately without waiting for the results of the stock assessment; 

Agrees that: 
1. Members and Cooperating non-Members (CPCs) shall prohibit retaining onboard, transhipping, 

landing, storing, selling, or offering for sale any part or whole carcass of oceanic whitetip sharks 
in the fisheries covered by the Antigua Convention. 

2. CPCs shall require vessels flying their flag to promptly release unharmed, to the extent 
practicable, whitetip sharks when brought alongside the vessel. 

3. CPCs shall record inter alia, through the observer programs, the number of discards and releases 
of oceanic whitetip sharks with indication of status (dead or alive) and report it to IATTC. 

4. This Resolution shall enter into force on 1st January 2012. 
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Appendix 2k. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-11 

RESOLUTION ON THE CREATION OF THE SPECIAL 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR FISHERIES FOR 

HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES TO STRENGTHEN THE 
INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Taking into account the provisions of Article XXIII of the Antigua Convention that the 
Commission shall seek to adopt measures relating to technical assistance, technology transfer, 
training and other forms of cooperation, to assist developing countries that are members of the 
Commission to fulfill their obligations under the Convention, as well as to enhance their ability to 
develop fisheries under their respective national jurisdictions and to participate in high seas 
fisheries on a sustainable basis; 

Recalling that the Antigua Convention in its Article XXIII likewise establishes that the members 
of the Commission shall facilitate and promote such cooperation, especially financial and 
technical, and the transfer of technology, as may be necessary for the effective implementation of 
the previous paragraph; 

Considering that the Antigua Convention in its Article VII, paragraph (b) indicates that one of the 
functions of the Commission is that it shall adopt standards for collection, verification, and timely 
exchange and reporting of data concerning the fisheries for fish stocks covered by the Convention; 

Likewise taking into account that the Antigua Convention in its Article VII, paragraph (f) indicates 
that conservation and management measures and recommendations shall be adopted, as necessary, 
for species belonging to the same ecosystem and that are affected by fishing for, or dependent on 
or associated with, the fish stocks covered by the Convention, with a view to maintaining or 
restoring populations of such species above levels at which their reproduction may become 
seriously threatened; 

Likewise taking into account that the Antigua Convention in its Article VII, paragraph (i) indicates 
that the Commission shall establish a comprehensive program for data collection and monitoring 
which shall include such elements as the Commission determines necessary, and that each 
member of the Commission may also maintain its own program consistent with guidelines adopted 
by the Commission; and 

Recalling that the Commission has agreed various resolutions that commit its Members to submit 
information on catches of tunas and bycatches, among others; 

Agrees that: 

1. The “Special fund for strengthening the institutional capacity of developing countries for the 
sustain-able development of fisheries for highly migratory species” (the Fund) is created, 
which shall be administered by the IATTC. 

2. The resources of the Fund shall proceed from contributions obtained from the Members or 
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from national and international bodies or entities interested in strengthening the capacities of 
developing countries. Such contributions may be declared by the donor for a specific use, 
consistent with the nature of the Fund, or may be subject to the ordinary use of investments in 
building capacity for developing countries. 

3. The Director shall budget for 2013 an item of fifty thousand (50,000) US dollars set aside to 
constitute the initial capital of the Fund. 

4. The Director shall present to the Commission for its approval every year the strategic 
investment plan chargeable to the Fund, which shall be constructed on the basis of the 
requirements of the developing countries and the analyses carried out by the Commission 
staff. 

5. The administration of the Fund shall be the responsibility of the Director and shall be subject 
to the auditing rules of the Commission and the financial regulations for the administration of 
the Fund to be developed by the Commission. 

6. The purpose of the utilization of the Fund shall be the development of technical and scientific 
capacity, that will allow the developing countries to duly follow and comply with their 
obligations established under the Antigua Convention, particularly: 

a. The creation of a standardized system for collecting, processing and analyzing data, as 
regards the stocks of tunas and tuna-like species and other species of fish caught by 
vessels that fish for tunas and tuna-like species in the Antigua Convention area. 

b. Education and training, mainly in relation to the implementation and development of 
databases, analysis of fisheries statistics and data, and stock assessments, among 
others. 

c. The participation of representatives of developing countries in the annual meetings of 
the Commission or its subsidiary bodies, as well as of scientific experts in the 
meetings of the Scientific Advisory Committee. 

d. Facilitate the support of the IATTC scientific staff necessary for fulfilling the aims of 
this resolution in support of developing countries. 

e. The creation of a standardized program for collecting, processing, and analyzing data, 
in order to match the processes with the Commission’s systems. 

f. Others that the Commission may decide, strictly for the creation of capacity 
development. 

7. Members are encouraged to make contributions to the Fund. 

8. The Director will be asked, within his program of work, to explore and identify other options 
to strengthen the capacity of Members.  This shall include opportunities for partnership with 
other organizations that work in this field, and providing guidance to these organizationes on 
the needs and priorities of the countries. 
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Appendix  2l. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

RESOLUTION C-11-12  

RESOLUTION ON THE CARRYING CAPACITY OF PERU  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, gathered in La Jolla, California (USA), on the 
occasion of its 82nd Meeting 

Recalling the provisions of the footnote of Resolution C-02-03  on the Capacity of the tuna fleet 
operating in the EPO  and of paragraph 10 of that Resolution; 

Considering  the request submitted by the Government of  Peru; 

Noting the positive recommendation submitted by the Permanent Working Group on Carrying 
Capacity; and 

Taking into account that the present operating capacity is not higher than the operative capacity as 
included in the Regional Register in 2002;   

Agrees to: 

Approve the granting to Peru of 5,000 cubic meters of carrying capacity, to be utilized by vessels 
flying the Peruvian flag which shall operate only in the marine areas under jurisdiction of Peru.  

It is further understood that this capacity cannot be transferred to other flags nor used for the 
chartering of vessels of other flags.  
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Appendix  3a. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-A-1 

PRESENTED BY JAPAN 

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON IATTC CATCH DOCUMENTATION 
SCHEME 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Concerned that illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fisheries are still one of the factors 
hampering sustainable use of fishery resources; 

Recognizing that the ICCAT Catch Documentation Scheme for Atlantic bluefin tuna is working 
effectively to prevent IUU products from entering the market; 

Recalling that one of the reasons why some countries proposed to list several shark species in 
CITES Appendix II at the COP 15 of CITES in Doha was lack of information on sharks; 

Further recalling that participants in the Joint Tuna RFMO workshop on Monitoring, Control and 
Surveillance held in Barcelona from 3 to 5 June 2010 supported the expansion of the catch 
documentation scheme to species other than Atlantic bluefin tuna and southern bluefin tuna; 

Recognizing that special consideration should be given to implementation of the catch 
documentation scheme for sharks; 

Determined to take further measures to combat IUU fisheries and collect information on catch and 
trade; 

AGREED that: 

PART I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Each Member and Cooperating non-Member of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as 
“CPC”) shall take the necessary steps to implement an IATTC Catch Documentation Scheme for 
the purpose of identifying the origin of tunas and tuna-like species and other species of fish taken 
by vessels fishing for tunas and tuna-like species in the Convention Area to which conservation 
and management measures apply.  Initially, the species subject to the Scheme (hereinafter referred 
to as “the Species”) shall be bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) and shark species which shall be 
decided at the 2012 annual meeting of IATTC, taking into account advice from the Scientific 
Advisory Committee.  The Scientific Advisory Committee shall, at its 2012 plenary session, make 
such advice based on the various factors such as resource status, requirement of data collection 
and actual trade of shark species as well as advice from the IATTC staff. 

2. For the purposes of this Program: 

a. "Export" means:  

any movement of the Species caught in the Convention Area by a fishing vessel of a CPC 
which entitled the fishing vessel to fly its flag (flag CPC) to the territory or area of another 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 63 

CPC or a non-CPC, or from the fishing grounds to the territory or area of a CPC which is not 
the flag CPC or to the territory or area of a non-CPC; 

b.  "Import" means: 

any introduction of the Species in their caught or processed forms into the territory or area of a 
CPC, which is not the flag CPC of the fishing vessel; 

c.  "Re-export" means: 

any movement of the Species in their caught or processed forms from the territory or area of a 
CPC to which it had been previously imported; 

d.  “Transshipment” means:  

any transfer of fish from vessels that have caught the fish to carrier vessels, either at sea or in 
port. 

PART II 
CATCH DOCUMENTS 

3. Each consignment of the Species imported into or exported or re-exported from the territory or 
area of a CPC shall be accompanied by a validated IATTC catch document (IACD) and, as 
applicable, a validated IATTC re-export certificate (IARC).  Any such import, export or re-export 
of the Species without a completed and validated IACD or IARC shall be prohibited. 

4. Each CPC shall provide IACD forms only to fishing vessels authorized to catch the Species in the 
Convention Area.  Such forms are not transferable to another fishing vessel.  Each IACD form 
shall have a unique document identification number.  Document numbers shall be specific to the 
flag CPC and assigned to the fishing vessel. 

5. Copies of IACD shall follow each part of split consignments or processed product, using the 
unique document number of the original IACD in order to track them. 

6. CPCs shall keep copies of IACDs issued or received for at least two years. 

7. Export, import and re-export of fish parts other than the meat and shark fins (i.e., heads, eyes, 
roes, guts, bones and tails) shall be exempted from the requirements of this Resolution.  Products 
for hand carrying by travelers shall also be exempted from the requirements of this Resolution. 

8. The fishing vessel masters, or their authorized representative, or the authorized representative of 
the flag CPC shall complete the IACD, by providing the required information in appropriate 
sections and request its validation for catch information and transshipment information in 
accordance with paragraph 10.  The exporter shall complete the IACD for the trade information 
and request its validation in accordance with paragraph 10. 

9. The form of the IACD shall be Annex 1.  Each space may be expanded as necessary.  All the 
annexes shall be filled-in in accordance with instruction sheets to be established by the 
Commission before the starting of the Scheme.  

10. a.  The Catch Information section, the Transshipment Information section, and the Trade 
information section of the IACD shall be validated respectively by an authorized CPC official, 
or other authorized individual or institution, of the flag CPC of the fishing vessel.  Each 
section shall not be validated until the previous section is validated. 

b. Notwithstanding paragraph a), if a fishing vessel operates under a charter arrangement with 
another CPC (hereinafter referred to as “chartering CPC”), the Catch Information section of 
the IACD shall be validated by an authorized CPC official, or other authorized individual or 
institution, of the chartering CPC. 

c. Each section of the IACD shall be validated only when all the information contained in the 
section has been established to be accurate as a result of the verification of the consignment, 
and only when those products comply with all relevant provisions of the IATTC conservation 
and management measures. 
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d. Validation shall not be required in the event that each fish available for sale is tagged, in 
accordance with paragraph 21, by the flag CPC of the fishing vessel that caught the Species.  
However, the IACD shall be completed and accompany the products.  In the case that the 
Species is traded in a fresh or chilled form, a tag shall be attached to it.  By the end of 2013, 
the IATTC shall develop an electronic tagging system in which the information can be 
retrieved instantly from the tag by any person with a designated scanner. 

e. The IATTC shall develop an electronic validation scheme by the end of 2013 where electronic 
forms are electronically validated and communicated to other CPCs and the Secretariat. 

11. When the Species quantities caught and landed are less than one metric ton, the vessel logbook or 
the sales note may be used as a temporary IACD, pending the validation of the IACD within seven 
days and prior to export. 

12. Where the Species are caught by artisanal fishing vessels and exported, one IACD may cover 
catches of more than one fishing vessel to aggregate their catches.  In this case, all the names of 
the fishing vessels as well as their corresponding registration numbers shall be written in the 
Fishing Vessel Information section of IACD or attached as annex (Flag, Call Sign, IMO/Loyd’s #, 
Fishing License # and License Expiration Date do not have to be written). 

PART III 
SPECIES DESTINED TO PROCESSING PLANTS 

13. In the case that the Species is caught by purse seiners and brought to processing plants, the catch 
information may be validated at processing plants.  Such processing plants shall be registered with 
the Commission. 

14. Notwithstanding paragraph 10 a), validation at processing plants may be done by an authorized 
CPC official, or other authorized individual or institution of the country or entity where the 
processing plant is situated as long as such a country or entity is a CPC.  In the case that the 
processing plant is situated in a non-CPC, validation at processing plants shall be done by an 
authorized CPC official, or other authorized individual or institution, of the flag CPC of the 
fishing vessel.   

PART IV 
SHARKS 

15. If sharks caught and landed by different fishing vessels are aggregated and the whole or part of the 
aggregated products is transacted and traded, Annex 2 may be used to record such transaction and 
trade.  In this case, Annex 2 shall be accompanied by the copy or original of all the relevant 
IACDs. 

PART V 
RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATES 

16. Each CPC shall ensure that the Species consignment which is re-exported from its territory or area 
be accompanied by a validated IARC. 

17. The operator who is responsible for the re-export shall complete the IARC by providing the 
required information in its appropriate sections and request its validation for the Species 
consignment to be re-exported.  The completed IARC shall be accompanied by a copy of the 
validated IACD(s) relating to the Species products previously imported. 

18. The IARC shall be validated by an authorized CPC official, or other authorized individual or 
institution. 

19. The CPC shall validate the IARC for the Species product only when: 

a. all the information contained in the IARC has been established to be accurate; 

b. the validated IACD(s) submitted in support to the IARC had been accepted for the importation 
of the products declared on the IARC; 

c. the products to be re-exported are wholly or partly the same products on the validated 
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IACD(s); and 

d. a copy of the IACD(s) shall be attached to the validated IARC. 

20. The form of the IARC shall be Annex 3.  Each space may be expanded as necessary. 

PART VI 
TAGGING 

21. In the case that each fish available for sale is tagged, the flag CPCs shall require their fishing 
vessels to affix a tag to each fish no later than the time of landing or transshipping.  Tags shall 
have unique country or area-specific numbers and be tamper-proof.  The fishing vessel masters, or 
their authorized representative, or the authorized representative of the flag CPC shall complete 
Annex 4 to be attached to Annex 1 and indicate the total by species in the Catch Information 
Section of Annex 1.  A summary of the implementation of the tagging program shall be submitted 
to the Secretariat by the CPC. 

22. When sharks are separated into bodies and fins on board the catching vessels and tagged, bodies 
and fins shall be tagged, respectively.  CPCs that implement tagging for sharks shall develop 
special tags which shall allow matching of bodies and fins from the same individuals. 

PART VII 
COMMUNICATION AND VERIFICATION 

23. Each CPC shall communicate electronically to the Secretariat a copy of all validated IACDs or 
IARCs within five working days following the date of validation, or without delay where the 
expected duration of the transportation should not be more than five working days.  In the case of 
tagging, each CPC shall communicate electronically a copy of all IACDs including Annex 4 as 
soon as possible to the Secretariat. 

24. The Secretariat shall extract from the IACDs or IARCs communicated under paragraph 23 above 
the information marked with an asterisk in Annex 1 through 4 and enter this information in a 
database on a password protected section of its website, as soon as practicable.  At its request, the 
Scientific Advisory Committee shall have access to the catch information contained in the 
database, except the vessel names. 

25. Each CPC shall ensure that its competent authorities, or other authorized individual or institution, 
take steps to identify each consignment of the Species imported into or exported or re-exported 
from its territory or area and request and examine the validated IACD(s) and related 
documentation of each consignment of the Species.  These competent authorities, or authorized 
individuals or institutions, may also examine the content of the consignment to verify the 
information contained in the IACD and in related documents and, where necessary, shall carry out 
verifications with the operators concerned. 

26. If, as a result of examinations or verifications carried out pursuant to paragraph 25, a doubt arises 
regarding the information contained in the IACD, the importing CPC and the CPC whose 
competent authorities validated the IACD(s) or IARC(s) shall cooperate to resolve such doubts. 

27. If a CPC involved in trade of the Species identifies a consignment with no IACD or no valid 
IACD, it shall notify the findings to the exporting CPC and, where known, the flag CPC. 

28. Pending the examinations or verifications under paragraph 25 to confirm compliance of the 
Species consignment with the requirements in the present Resolution and any other relevant 
measures adopted by IATTC, the CPC shall not grant its release for import or export. 

29. When a CPC, as a result of examination or verifications under paragraph 25 and in cooperation 
with the validating authorities concerned, determines that an IACD or IARC is invalid, the import, 
export or re-export of the Species products concerned shall be prohibited. 

30. The Commission shall request the non-CPCs that are involved in import, export or re-export of the 
Species to cooperate with the implementation of the Scheme to provide to the Commission data 
obtained from such implementation. 
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PART VIII 
COMMUNICATION OF DATA 

31. CPCs that validate IACDs in respect of their flag fishing vessels and/or IARCs, shall notify to the 
Secretariat: 

a. the name and full address of their authorities responsible for validating and verifying IACDs 
or IARCs; and 

b. the name, title, and signature of the validating officials who are individually empowered.  This 
notification shall indicate the date at which this title comes into force.  A copy of the 
provisions adopted in national law for the purpose of implementing the catch documentation 
program shall be communicated with the initial notification.  Updated details on validating 
authorities, officials and national provisions shall be communicated to the Secretariat in a 
timely fashion. 

32. The information on validating authorities and officials transmitted by notifications to the 
Secretariat shall be placed on a password protected section of its website held by the Secretariat.  
The list of the CPCs having notified their validating authorities and officials, and the dates of entry 
into force of the title, shall be placed on a publicly accessible website held by the Secretariat.  
CPCs are encouraged to access this information to help verify the validation of IACDs and 
IARCs. 

33. Each CPC shall notify to the Secretariat the points of contact (name and e-mail address) that 
should be informed when there are questions related to IACDs or IARCs. 

34. Notification pursuant to paragraphs 31, 32 and 33 shall be sent by CPCs to the Secretariat, by 
electronic means. 

35. CPCs shall provide to the Secretariat a report each year by April 1 for the preceding year to 
provide the information described in Annex 5.  The Secretariat shall post these reports on a 
password protected section of the website, as soon as practicable. At its request, the Scientific 
Advisory Committee shall have access to the reports received by the Secretariat. 

PART IX 
OTHERS 

36. This Resolution shall enter into force on January 1, 2013.  The Commission will hold a 
preparatory workshop in 2012, which shall establish draft instruction sheets to be formally 
adopted at the 2012 Commission meeting. 

37. This Resolution will be reviewed and revised if necessary in 2014 with the view to expanding the 
scope of application of the Catch Documentation Scheme to species other than the Species as well 
as any other elements deemed to be revised. Such expansion of the scope shall take into account 
scientific advice from the Scientific Advisory Committee. 

38. Resolution C-03-01 (Resolution on IATTC Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document Programme) is 
superseded by this Resolution. 
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Appendix 3b 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-A-2 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
RESOLUTION ON A TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH CATCH 

CERTIFICATION SCHEME 
The Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), 

RECOGNIZING the impact that market factors have on the fishery; 

CONCERNED by the impact that illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing has in the 
IATTC Convention Area; 

REITERATING the responsibilities of flag States to ensure that their vessels conduct their fishing 
activities in a responsible manner, fully respecting IATTC Resolutions; 

NOTING the need for improved and strict control on all the components involved in tropical tunas 
and swordfish fisheries; 

MINDFUL of the rights and obligations of port States to promote the effectiveness of management 
measures adopted by regional fisheries management organizations; 

UNDERLINING the complementary role that importing States also have in the control of the 
catches of tropical tunas and swordfish to ensure compliance with IATTC Resolutions; 

RECOGNIZING that in order to have effective control of the movements of tropical tunas and 
swordfish, strict tracking of the product from the point of capture throughout the whole operation 
to its final market has to be established; 

COMMITTED to taking steps that conform with international law, notably as regards the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), and to ensure that tropical tunas and swordfish entering markets of 
Commission Members, Associate members of IATTC and non-members of IATTC is caught in 
IATTC Convention Area in a manner that does not diminish the effectiveness of IATTC 
Resolutions; 

UNDERLINING that the adoption of this measure is intended to help support the implementation 
of Resolutions as well as scientific research for tropical tunas and swordfish stocks; 

ADOPTS, in accordance with the provisions of Article IX, paragraph 1, of the Convention 
establishing the IATTC, the following: 

PART I 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. Each Contracting party and Cooperating Non-Contracting party (hereafter referred to as CPCs) 
shall take the necessary steps to implement an IATTC Certification Scheme for the purpose of 
identifying the origin of tropical tunas and swordfish to which Resolutions apply. 

2. For the purpose of this Scheme: 

a. "Export" means: 
Any movement of tropical tunas and swordfish caught in the IATTC Convention Area by a 
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fishing vessel flying the flag of a CPC to the territory of another CPC or non-Member to the 
IATTC, or from the fishing grounds to the territory of a CPC which is not the flag CPC of the 
fishing vessel or to the territory of a non-Member to the IATTC. 

b. b) "Import" means: 
Any introduction, including for transhipment purposes, of tropical tunas and swordfish in their 
caught or processed forms into the territory of a CPC, which is not the CPC where the fishing 
vessel is flagged. 

c. c) "Re-export" means: 
Any movement of tropical tunas and swordfish in their caught or processed forms from the 
territory of a CPC where it had been previously imported. 

d. d) "Tropical tunas" means:  
yellowfin, bigeye and skipkack tunas species. 

PART II  
TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH CATCH CERTIFICATES 

3. Each consignment of tropical tunas and swordfish imported into or exported or re-exported from 
the territory of a CPC shall be accompanied by a validated tropical tunas and swordfish catch 
certificate (TTCC) and, as applicable, a validated tropical tunas and swordfish re-export certificate 
(TTRC). Any such import, export or re-export of tropical tunas and swordfish without a completed 
and validated TTCC or TTRC shall be prohibited. 

4. Each CPC shall provide TTCC forms only to fishing vessels authorized to catch tropical tunas and 
swordfish in the IATTC Convention Area. Such forms are not transferable to another fishing 
vessel. Each TTCC form shall have a unique document identification number. Document numbers 
shall be specific to the flag CPC and assigned to the fishing vessel. 

5. Copies of TTCC shall follow each part of split consignments or processed product, using the 
unique document number of the original TTCC in order to track them. 

6. CPCs shall keep copies of documents issued and received for at least two years. 

7. Export, import and re-export of fish parts other than the meat (i.e., heads, eyes, roes, guts and 
tails) shall be exempted from the requirements of this Resolution. 

8. The fishing vessel masters, or their authorized representative, or the authorized representative of 
the flag CPC shall complete the TTCC, if possible electronically, by providing the required 
information in appropriate sections and request its validation in accordance with paragraph 10, on 
each occasion that they export tropical tuna and swordfish products. 

9. A validated TTCC shall include the information identified in Annex 1 forms attached. In cases 
where a section of the TTCC model does not provide enough room to completely track movement 
of tropical tunas and swordfish from catch to trade, the needed information section may be 
expanded as necessary and attached as annex. The competent authority of the CPC shall validate 
the annex as soon as possible, but not later than the next movement of tropical tunas and 
swordfish. 

10. a.   The TTCC must be validated by an authorized government official, or other authorized 
individual or institution, of the flag CPC of the fishing vessel. 

b. The flag CPC shall validate the TTCC for tropical tuna products only when all the information 
contained in the TTCC has been established to be accurate as a result of the verification of the 
consignment, and only when those products comply with all relevant provisions of the 
Resolutions. 

11. Where the tropical tunas and swordfish quantities caught and landed are less than 1 metric ton or 
three fish, the logbook or the sales note may be used as a temporary TTCC, pending the validation 
of the TTCC within seven days and prior to export. 

PART IIbis – TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH SIMPLIFIED CATCH 
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CERTIFICATE 

12. This Part shall apply to fishing vessels of CPCs 
with an overall length of less than 12 meters without towed gear; or 
with an overall length of less than 8 meters with towed gear; or 
without a superstructure; or 
of less than measured 20 GT.  

13. Catches from CPC fishing vessels referred to in point 12 which are only landed in the flag CPC of 
the vessels and which together constitute one consignment may be accompanied by a simplified 
catch certificate instead of the catch certificate referred to in Part II, points 3-11, of this resolution.  

14. The simplified catch certificate shall contain all the information specified in Annex IV of this 
resolution and shall be validated by a public authority of the CPC with necessary powers to attest 
the accuracy of the information.  

15. The validation of the simplified catch certificate shall be requested by the exporter of the 
consignment upon submission to the public authority of all information specified in the specimen 
shown in Annex IV of this resolution.  

PART III 
TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATES 

16. Each CPC shall ensure that each tropical tunas and swordfish consignment which is re-exported 
from its territory be accompanied by a validated TTRC. 

17. The operator who is responsible for the re-export shall complete the TTRC by providing the 
required information in its appropriate sections and request its validation for the tropical tunas and 
swordfish consignment to be re-exported. The completed TTRC shall be accompanied by a copy 
of the validated TTCC relating to the tropical tuna and swordfish products previously imported. 

18. The TTRC shall be validated by an authorized government official or authority. 

19. The CPC shall validate the TTRC for tropical tunas and swordfish product only when: 

a. all the information contained in the TTRC has been established to be accurate, 

b. the validated TTCC(s) submitted in support to the TTRC had been accepted for the 
importation of the products declared on the TTRC, 

c. the products to be re-exported are wholly or partly the same products on the validated 
TTCC(s) and 

d. a copy of the TTCC(s) shall be attached to the validated TTRC. 

20. The validated TTRC shall include the information identified in Annex 2 forms attached. 

PART IV 
COMMUNICATION AND VERIFICATION 

21. Each CPC shall communicate, if possible electronically, a copy of all validated TTCCs or TTRCs 
within fifteen working days following the date of validation, or without delay where the expected 
duration of the transportation should not take more than fifteen working days, to the following: 

a. the competent authorities of the CPC where the tropical tunas and swordfish will be imported, 
and 

b. the IATTC Secretariat. 

22. The IATTC Secretariat shall extract from the validated TTCCs or communicated under paragraph 
17 above the information marked with an asterisk in Annex 1 or Annex 2 forms and enter this 
information in a database on a password protected section of its website, as soon as practicable. 

At its request, the Scientific Committee shall have access to the catch information contained in the 
database, except the vessel names. 
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23. Each CPC shall ensure that its competent authorities, or other authorized individual or institution, 
take steps to identify each consignment of tropical tunas and swordfish  imported into or exported 
or re-exported from its territory and request and examine the validated TTCC(s) and related 
documentation of each consignment of tropical tunas and swordfish. 

These competent authorities, or authorized individuals or institutions, may also examine the 
content of the consignment to verify the information contained in the TTCC and in related 
documents and, where necessary, shall carry out verifications at with the operators concerned. 

24. If, as a result of examinations or verifications carried out pursuant to paragraph 23, a doubt arises 
regarding the information contained in a TTCC, the final importing CPC and the CPC whose 
competent authorities validated the TTCC(s) or TTRC(s) shall cooperate to resolve such doubts. 

25. If a CPC involved in trade of tropical tunas and swordfish identifies a consignment with no TTCC 
or no valid TTCC, it shall notify the findings to the exporting CPC and, where known, the flag 
CPC. 

26. Pending the examinations or verifications under paragraph 23 to confirm compliance of the 
tropical tunas and swordfish consignment with the requirements in the present Resolution and any 
other relevant measures adopted by IATTC, the CPC shall not grant its release for import or 
export. 

27. Where a CPC, as a result of examination or verifications under paragraph 23 and in cooperation 
with the validating authorities concerned, determines that a TTCC or TSRC is invalid, the import, 
export or re-export of the tropical tunas and swordfish products concerned shall be prohibited. 

28. The Commission shall request the non-CPCs that are involved in import, export or re-export of 
tropical tunas and swordfish to cooperate with the implementation of the Scheme and to provide to 
the Commission data obtained from such implementation. 

PART V 
COMMUNICATION OF DATA 

29. CPCs that validate TTCCs in respect of their flag fishing vessels and/or TTRCs, shall notify to the 
IATTC Secretariat: 

a. the name and full address of their authorities responsible for validating and verifying TTCCs 
or TTRCs, and 

b. the name, title, signature and sample impression of stamp or seal of the validating officials 
who are individually empowered. 

This notification shall indicate the date at which this entitlement comes into force. A copy of 
the provisions adopted in national law for the purpose of implementing the tropical tunas and 
swordfish catch certification scheme shall be communicated with the initial notification. 
Updated details on validating authorities, officials and national provisions shall be 
communicated to the IATTC Secretariat in a timely fashion. 

30. The information on validating authorities and officials transmitted by notifications to the IATTC 
Secretariat shall be placed on a password protected page of the database on validation held by the 
IATTC Secretariat. The list of the CPCs having notified their validating authorities, officials and 
the dates of entry into force of the entitlement shall be placed on a publicly accessible website held 
by the IATTC Secretariat. 

CPCs are encouraged to access this information to help verify the validation of TTCCs and 
TTRCs. 

31. Each CPC shall notify to the IATTC Secretariat the points of contact (name and full address of the 
authorities) that should be informed when there are questions related to TTCCs or TTRCs. 

32. Notification pursuant to paragraphs 25, 26 and 27 shall be sent by CPCs to the IATTC Secretariat, 
by electronic means, whenever possible. 
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33. CPCs shall provide to the IATTC Secretariat a report each year by October 1 for the period from 
July 1 of the preceding year to June 30 of the current year to provide the information described in 
Annex 3. 

The IATTC Secretariat shall post these reports on a password protected section of the IATTC 
website, as soon as practicable. At its request, the Scientific Committee shall have access to the 
reports received by the IATTC Secretariat. 

34. This Resolution will be revised during the IATTC 2012 Annual Meeting, with the view of 
expanding the scope of application of the IATTC Catch Certification Scheme to all tuna and tuna 
like species falling under the IATTC competence as well as any other elements deemed to be 
revised. 

35. CPCs will also consider the implementation of an integrated electronic catch certification scheme 
in a view to progressively and completely replace the paper-based one. 

36. The provisions of this recommendation enter into force on 1st January 2012. 

37. IATTC Resolution C-03-01 concerning the IATTC Bigeye tuna statistical document programme is 
superseded by this Resolution.  

 
Annex 1 

 
IATTC tropical tunas (yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack) and swordfish catch certifi-

cate 
 
 



 
IATTC CATCH CERTIFICATE 
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1. Validating Authority 

Name 

 

Address 

 

Tel.:: e-mail: 

Fax:  

 
 
2. Fishing Vessel 

Fishing Vessel Name *  

 

Flag* - Home Port and Registration Number 

 

Call Sign IMO/Lloyd’s Number (if issued) 

  

Fishing licence No. Valid until Inmarsat No. Telefax No. Telephone No. E-mail address (if 
issued) 

   

 
 
3. Description of Product (See next page) 
 
 
4. Applicable Resolutions 

References of applicable Resolutions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
5. Master of fishing vessel  

Name of master of fishing vessel  Signature    Seal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Document number*  



 
IATTC CATCH CERTIFICATE 
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3. Description of Product 

Species * 
 Product code 

Catch area(s) and 
dates* 

 

Estimated live weight 
(kg)* 

 

Estimated weight to 
be landed (kg) 

 
Verified Weight Landed 
(kg) where appropriate 

Type of processing 
authorised on board 
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6. Declaration of Transhipment at Sea 
Name of Master of Fishing vessel Signature Date 

   

Transhipment Date Transhipment Area Transhipment Position Estimated weight (kg) 

    

Master of Receiving Vessel Signature  

   

Vessel Name Call Sign IMO/Lloyds Number 
(if issued) 

   

 
7. Transhipment authorisation within a port area 

Name Authority Signature 

   

Address Tél.  

  

Port of Landing Date of Landing Seal 

  

 
 
 
 

 
8. Exporter  

Name and address of Exporter 

 

Signature  Date Seal 

  

 
 
 
 

 
9. Flag State Authority Validation 

Name/Title 

 

Signature  Date Seal 

  

 
 
 
 

 
10. Transport details : See Appendix I 
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APPENDIX I. TRANSPORT DETAILS 
 
 

 
1. Exporting country* 

 
2. Exporter Signature 

 
Country of exportation 
Port/airport/other place of departure 

 

 
 

 
 

Name Address Signature 
 
 

  

 
Vessel name and flag 
 

Container number(s) 
 

 

 
Flight number/airway bill number 

 

 
 
 
 
Truck nationality and registration number 
 
 
 
 
Railway bill number 
 
 
 
 
Other transport document 
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Annex 2 
 

IATTC tropical tunas and swordfish species re-export certificate 
IATTC RE-EXPORT CERTIFICATE 

 
 

 
Document Number*: 
 
RE-EXPORT SECTION 
1. RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY: 
 
2. POINT OF RE-EXPORT* 
 
3. DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH 
 

Product Type Net weight (kg)* Flag CPC Date of import* TTCC No* 
F/FR RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 

      
      
      
      
4. DESCRIPTION OF TROPICAL TUNAS AND SWORDFISH  FOR RE-EXPORT 
 

Product Type* Net weight (kg)* Corresponding TTCC number from section 3. 
F/FR RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 

    
    
    
    
F= Fresh, FR= Frozen, RD= Round, GG= Gilled & Gutted, DR= Dressed, FL=Filet, OT= Others (Describe the type of the 
product):                            
        
STATE OF DESTINATION*: 
 
5. RE-EXPORTER STATEMENT: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Name                                     Address                                       Signature                               Date 
 
 
6. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION 
I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Name & Title                     Signature                  Date                Government Seal 
 
 
 
IMPORT SECTION 
7. IMPORTER STATEMENT: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Importer Certification 
 
Name                                     Adress                                       Signature                                     Date 
 
 
Final point of import*: City                         State/Province              CPC 
 

NOTE: if a language other than English is used in completing this form, please attach the English translation to 
this form. 
NOTE: Valid transport documents and copies of TTCC shall be attached. 
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APPENDIX I. STATEMENT BY THE PROCESSING PLANT. 
 
 
I confirm that the processed fishery products: (product description and Combined Nomenclature code) have 
been obtained from catches imported under the following catch certificate(s): 
 

Catch certifi-
cate number 

 

Vessel 
name(s) and 

flag(s) 

Validation 
date(s) 

Catch des-
cription 

Total landed 
weight (kg) 

 

Catch pro-
cessed (kg) 

 

Processed 
fishery prod-

uct (kg) 

       

       

       

 
Name and address of the processing plant 
 
 
Name and address of the exporter (if different from the processing plant) 
 
 
Approval number of the processing plant 
 
 
Health certificate number and date: 
 
 

Responsible person of the 
processing plant :  

 
 
 

Signature and seal Date: Place: 

 
Endorsement by the competent authority: 
 
 
 

Official 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature and seal Date: Place: 
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Annex 3 
 

Report on the Implementation of the IATTC tropical tunas and swordfish 
Catch Certification Scheme 

 
Reporting CPC: 
 
Period of reference: July 1 [2XXX] to June 30 [2XXX] 
 
1. Information extracted from TTCCs 
 
–  number of TTCCs validated; 
 
–  number of validated TTCCs received; 
 
– total amount of tropical tuna and swordfish products imported, exported, re-
exported with breakdown by CPC of origin, re-export or destination, fishing areas 
and fishing gears; 
 
–  number of verifications of TTCCs requested to other CPCs and summary results; 
 
– number of requests for verifications of TTCCs received from other CPCs and 
summary results; 
 
– total amount of tropical tunas and swordfish consignments subject to a prohibition 
decision with breakdown by products, nature of operation (import, export, re-
export), reasons for prohibition and CPCs and/or non-Members of origin or destina-
tion. 
 
 
2. Information on cases under Part IV paragraph 19 
 
–  number of cases 
 
–  total amount of tropical tunas and swordfish with breakdown by products, nature 
of operation (import, export, re-export), CPCs or other countries referred to in Part 
IV paragraph 19 above. 
 
 
Annex 4. IATTC simplified catch certificate 
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1. VALIDATING AUTHORITY 

Name 
 
Address 
 
Tel.:: e-mail: 
Fax:  

 
2. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCT  

Species Product code Verified Weight Landed (kg) where appropriate 
   

 
3. APPLICABLE RESOLUTIONS 

References of applicable Resolutions 
 
 
 
 

 
4. LIST OF VESSELS THAT HAVE PROVIDED CATCHES AND THE QUANTITIES BY EACH 
VESSEL (See next page) 
 
5. EXPORTER  

Name, address, tel. and  fax of Exporter 
 
Signature  Date Stamp/seal 

   
 

 
6. FLAG STATE AUTHORITY VALIDATION 

Name/Title 
 
Signature  Date Stamp/seal 

   
 

 
7 TRANSPORT DETAILS: see appendix I 
 
8. IMPORTER DECLARATION  

Name and address of Importer 
 
Signature Date Stamp/seal Product CN Code 

    
 

 
9. IMPORT CONTROL AUTHORITY  

Name/Title/Place Status of importation (mark as appropri-
ate) Verification requested - date 

  Authorised / Suspended  
Customs declaration (if is-
sued) Number Date Place 

    
 

Document number  
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4. LIST OF VESSELS 
 
List no:……………………………..      Page: (…… / 
……) 
 
 

Catch Certificate no:  

Exporter:  

 
Vessels list 
 

No. Name of the vessel Registration num-
ber 

Product Quantity 
(kg) 

1     

2     

3     

4     

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

Total:  

 
 
Signature and seal/stamp of the exporter:  
 
 
 
Flag State Validating Authority 
Name/title Date and Signature Seal/stamp 
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APPENDIX I. TRANSPORT DETAILS 
 
 
 
1. Exporting country: 

 
Port/airport/other place of departure  

 
2. Exporter Signature 

 

Name Address Signature 
 
 

  

 
Vessel name and flag 
 

Container number(s) 
 

 

 
Flight number/airway bill number 

 

 
 
 
 
Truck nationality and registration num-
ber 
 
 
 
 
Railway bill number 
 
 
 
 
Other transport document 
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Document Number: 
 
RE-EXPORT SECTION 
1. RE-EXPORTING COUNTRY/ENTITY/FISHING ENTITY: 
 
POINT OF RE-EXPORT 
 
3. DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTED PRODUCT 
 

Product Type Net weight 
(kg) 

Flag CPC Date of import TTCC 
No* F/FR RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 

      
      
      
      
4. DESCRIPTION OF PRODUCTS FOR RE-EXPORT 
 

Product Type Net weight 
(kg) 

Corresponding TTCC number from section 3. 
F/FR RD/GG/DR/FL/OT 
    
    
    
    
F= Fresh, FR=  Frozen, RD= Round, GG= Gilled & Gutted, DR=  Dressed, FL=Filet, OT= Others (Describe the type of 
the product):                                   
 
* STATE OF DESTINATION: 
 
5. RE-EXPORTER STATEMENT: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Name                                     Address                                       Signature                               Date 
 
 
6. GOVERNMENT VALIDATION 
I validate that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Name & Title                     Signature                  Date                Government Stamp/seal 
 
 
 
IMPORT SECTION 
7. IMPORTER STATEMENT: 
I certify that the above information is complete, true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
 
Importer Certification 
 
Name                                     Address                                       Signature                                     Date 
 
 
Final point of import: City                             State/Province                                   CPC 
 
NOTE: if a language other than English is used in completing this form, please attach the English translation  
NOTE: Valid transport documents and copies of TTCC shall be attached. 
 
 
 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 83 

Appendix 3c 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

80TH MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

8-12 JUNE 2009 

PROPOSAL H1 
PRESENTED BY COSTA RICA, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, 

MEXICO, NICARAGUA, PANAMA, AND VENEZUELA 
RESOLUTION ON THE REVIEW OF THE PERFORMANCE OF THE 

ORGANIZATION 
The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Taking into account the agreements and considerations emanating from FAO at its session of […..], 
as well as UN Resolution 61/105 of 2006 which exhorts Regional Fisheries Management Organiza-
tions (RFMOs) to undertake a review of their performance; 

Noting the Course of Actions for RFMOs identified at the Joint Tuna RFMOs Meeting in Kobe, Ja-
pan, on 26 January 2007, and in particular those related to Performance Reviews, as well as the con-
siderations emanating from the meeting of the Chairs of tuna organizations held in March 2007 in San 
Francisco, California; 

Recognizing that other RFMOs have made progress in the process of Performance Reviews; and 

Aware of the importance of developing comprehensive evaluation criteria for measuring the perfor-
mance of RFMOs appropriate to the reality of the organization, the fisheries that it regulates and their 
markets; 

Resolves as follows: 

1. The Commission shall conduct a review of its performance, for presentation at its annual meeting 
in 2010, with the goal of improving its effectiveness and efficiency in fulfilling its mandates.  

2. This review shall be carried out on the basis of the criteria in Annex A taking into account all the 
programs and activities under the IATTC’s  responsibility and the relevant international agree-
ments, and instruments related to the conservation and management of fisheries resources.  

3. A Review Panel shall be constituted, which shall be responsible for carrying out the review of the 
performance of the IATTC, in accordance with this Resolution.  This panel shall be composed of 
two/three representatives of IATTC Parties, a member of the Secretariat, and three external ex-
perts with suitable experience in fisheries science, in the management of fisheries resources, and 
in the legal regulation of fisheries, respectively. 

The external experts shall be internationally recognized, and shall have experience in, and 
knowledge on, matters for which the IATTC has responsibility. The members of the Panel should 
be nationals of the member countries with representations of four identified regions: North, Cen-
tral and South America, and distant water fishing nations, with knowledge in fisheries manage-
ment and international fisheries organizations, especially in IATTC’s programs and activities. 

4. The Review Panel Chairperson shall be a member of the Panel, elected by its members. The Panel 
may adopt its own rules of procedure and any guideline to perform its work as the members may 
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deem necessary. 

5. In order to integrate the Panel, the IATTC Secretariat shall prepare a list of 10 candidates each for 
both the experts and country representatives, which shall be sent to the Parties through email so 
they can indicate their respective preferences.  The persons that receive the most votes will be se-
lected to integrate the Panel.  Member countries may submit the name of a prospective panelist. 

6. The Panel shall assess in its final report, the efficiency status of the organization, it shall identify 
the circumstances which implied such efficiency level and will provide to the Commission with 
the advice on tools, strategies and main actions to improve the level of efficiency assessed.  

7. In reviewing the performance of the Commission and formulating its recommendations the Panel 
take into consideration the implications of the entering into force of the Antigua Convention 

8. The IATTC Secretariat shall provide logistical support to the Review Panel, and its staff will par-
ticipate in the work of the Panel as required by the members of the Panel. 

9. Travel and accommodation costs for the participation in the meetings of the Review Panel for the 
external experts shall be borne by the IATTC budget. IATTC Parties shall bear the costs of their 
own representatives who participate in the sessions of the Review Panel. However, if this is not 
possible for them, their participation shall also be covered by the Commission’s budget. 

10. The Chair of the Panel shall communicate the report and recommendations of the Review Panel 
to the Chairman of the IATTC and the Director at least 60 days in advance of the 2010 Annual 
Meeting.  The Director shall distribute the report and recommendations to the IATTC Parties and 
observers, and publish them on the Commission’s website. The Parties may then make their re-
spective observations. 

11. The Commission shall consider, and as appropriate adopt, such actions as may improve their per-
formance, in accordance with the results of the review that that Panel presents, identifying, as ap-
propriate, the necessary resources that this may imply on the basis of a cost-benefit approach. 
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Annex A 
Suggested criteria for reviewing the performance of the Commission 

 AREA General Crite-
ria 

Detailed Criteria 

1 Collection, 
analysis, and 
scientific eval-
uation of in-
formation (da-
ta) 

Data collection 
and sharing 

• Extent to which the IATTC has agreed formats, specifica-
tions and timeframes for data submissions. 

• Extent to which the Parties and cooperating non-members 
of the IATTC, individually or through the Commission, 
collect and share complete and accurate fisheries data 
concerning target stocks and non-target species and other 
relevant data in a timely manner. 

• Extent to which fishing data and fishing vessel data are 
gathered by the IATTC and shared among members and 
other RFMOs. 

• Extent to which the IATTC is addressing any gaps in 
the collection and sharing of data as required. 

• Extent to which the data collected by the Commis-
sion complies with the stock assessment needs 

•  Degree to which the financial resources allocated to 
data collection are appropriate  

• Availability of resources for such data collection. 
  Living marine 

resources 
• Status of the principal fish stocks under the purview of 

the IATTC in relation to the maximum sustainable yield 
or other pertinent biological parameters 

• Trends in the status of those stocks. 
• Status of the species that belong to the same ecosys-

tems as, or that are associated with or depend on, the 
main target stocks (hereafter “non-target species”). 

• Trends in the status of those species. 
  Quality and pro-

vision of scien-
tific advice 

• Extent to which the IATTC receives and/or produces the 
best scientific advice relevant to the fish stocks and other 
living marine resources under its purview, as well as to 
the effects of fishing on the marine environment. 

•  Extent to which IATTC has developed capacity and in-
frastructure for carrying out in depth scientific analyses. 

2 Adoption of 
conservation 
and manage-
ment measures 

 Basis and effi-
ciency of 
measures adopt-
ed 

• Degree of correspondence between the scientific recom-
mendations made by the scientific staff of the Commis-
sion and the conservation measures adopted by the Parties  

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted conservation and 
management measures for both target stocks and non-
target species that ensures the long-term sustainability of 
such stocks and species and are based on the best scien-
tific evidence available. 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted the best practices 
for fisheries management in accordance with the pertinent 
international instruments, especially those relating to the 
management of fisheries resources 

• Extent to which the precautionary approach and ecosys-
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tem considerations are applied including the application 
of precautionary reference points. 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted and is imple-
menting effective rebuilding plans for depleted or over-
fished stocks. 

• Extent to which the IATTC has moved toward the adop-
tion of conservation and management measures for previ-
ously unregulated fisheries resources (?)  

• Extent to which IATTC has taken due account of the need 
to conserve marine biological diversity and minimize 
harmful impacts of fishing on living marine resources and 
marine ecosystems. 

• Extent to which fishing gear and methods are selective, 
minimize discards and catches of juveniles, and are harm-
less to the marine environment 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted measures to 
minimize pollution, waste, discards, catch by lost, 
abandoned or unutilized fishing gear, catch of non-
target species, both fish and non-fish species, and 
impacts on associated or dependent species, in par-
ticular endangered species 

• Extent to which the marking of fishing gear, in ac-
cordance with the Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fishing, has been attempted 

  Capacity man-
agement 

• Extent to which the IATTC has identified fishing capacity 
levels commensurate with long-term sustainability and 
optimum utilization of relevant fisheries. 

• Extent to which the IATTC has taken actions to pre-
vent or eliminate excess fishing capacity and effort. 

  Fishing alloca-
tions and oppor-
tunities 

• Extent to which the IATTC agrees on the allocation of 
allowable catch or levels of fishing effort, including tak-
ing into account requests for participation from new 
members or participants in accordance with the status of 
the resources  and taking into consideration article 5 of 
the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing and other 
applicable international instruments. 

• Extent to which the IATTC allocates fishing opportunities 
among its members in accordance with international 
standards.  

3 Compliance 
and enforce-
ment 

Flag State du-
ties 

• Extent to which IATTC Parties are fulfilling their duties 
as flag States under the treaty establishing the IATTC 
pursuant to decisions and measures adopted by IATTC 
and under other applicable international instruments. 

  Port State 
measures 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted pertinent and 
necessary measures relating to the exercise of the rights 
and duties of its members as port States. 

• Extent to which Port State measures adopted by IATTC 
are effectively implemented taking into consideration the 
logistical resource capacity available in Developing 
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States  
  Monitoring, 

control and sur-
veillance 
(MCS) * 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted integrated MCS 
measures (e.g., required use of VMS, observers, certifi-
cation and catch documentation and trade tracking 
schemes, restrictions on transshipment) 

• Extent to which MCS measures are effectively im-
plemented . 

• Extent to which these systems contribute to the ob-
jectives for which they were created,including, 
VMS, and the tuna tracking and certification 
scheme.  

  Cooperative 
mechanisms to 
detect and deter 
non-compliance 

• Extent to which the IATTC has established adequate co-
operative mechanisms to both monitor compliance and 
detect and deter non-compliance (e.g., compliance com-
mittees, vessel lists, sharing of information about non-
compliance). 

• Extent to which the IATTC, its Parties and cooperating 
non-members monitor and follow up on infractions of 
management measures  

• Extent to which these mechanisms are being effectively 
utilized 

• Extent to which there is reciprocity with other organiza-
tions and other states for the exchange of pertinent in-
formation 

  Trade, market 
Access related 
measures and 
Sustainability 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted measures relat-
ing to the exercise of the rights and duties of its members 
as market States 

• [Extent to which the adoption of trade related measures 
by the IATTC, has contributed to the effective imple-
mentation of provisions of the IATTC Convention and 
conservation and management related measures adopted 
by the Commission and its Programs, including the 
AIDCP,, in accordance with the applicable provisions of 
the Commission and consistent with the contents of sec-
tion 11.2 of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fish-
ing, including paragraphs 11.2.4, 11.2.5 and 11.2.6. 

• Extent to which these trade-related measures are effec-
tively implemented 

• Extent to which market access is restricted by members 
to the entry of fisheries products for which the IATTC 
has responsibility and that have been captured in a man-
ner either consistently or inconsistent with the conserva-
tion and management measures adopted by the Commis-
sion or those of the AIDCP, in accordance with the 
WTO. 

4 Functioning of 
the Organiza-
tion  

Decision-
making 

• Extent to which IATTC has transparent and consistent 
decision-making procedures that facilitate the adoption 
of conservation and management measures in a timely 
and effective manner 
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• Extent to which the decision-making procedures are ef-
fective and are a factor in the development and adoption 
of conservation measures 

  Transparency • Extent to which the IATTC is operating in a transparent 
manner, including the participation of NGOs with expe-
rience in fisheries resource conservation and manage-
ment.   

• Extent to which the IATTC’s decisions, reports of meet-
ings, the scientific advice on which decisions are taken, 
and other relevant materials are made available to the 
public in a timely manner 

  Dispute settle-
ment 

• Extent to which the IATTC has established adequate 
mechanisms for resolving disputes. 

   •  
5 International 

cooperation  
 

Relationship to 
cooperating 
non-members 

• Extent to which the IATTC facilitates cooperation be-
tween the Parties and non-members, including through 
the adoption and implementation of procedures for grant-
ing cooperating status. 

  Relationship to  
non-
cooperating  
non-members 

• Extent of fishing activity by vessels of non-members that 
are not cooperating with the IATTC, as well as measures 
to deter such activities. 

  Cooperation 
with other 
RFMOs 

• Extent to which the IATTC cooperates with other 
RFMOs, including through the network of Regional 
Fishery Body Secretariats. 

  Special re-
quirements of 
developing 
States 

• Extent to which the IATTC recognizes the special needs 
of developing States and pursues forms of cooperation 
with developing States, including with fishing alloca-
tions or opportunities and the development of their capa-
bility effectively participate in the scientific assessments 
made within the framework of the IATTC, and their abil-
ity to participate in relevant meetings 

• Extent to which IATTC Parties, individually or through 
the IATTC, provide relevant assistance to developing 
States 

6 Financial and 
administrative 
issues 

Availability of 
resources for  
IATTC activi-
ties 

• Extent to which financial and other resources are made 
available to achieve the aims of the IATTC and to im-
plement the IATTC’s decisions. 

• Extent to which IATTC is efficiently and effectively 
managing its human and financial resources, including 
those of the Secretariat. 

• Extent to which the cost of the Commission’s projects 
and activities justify their financial costs, principally but 
not exclusively, by means of a cost-benefit analysis. 
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Appendix 3d 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-G-1A 

PRESENTED BY CANADA, THE EUROPEAN UNION, JAPAN, AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

This proposal contains elements from several previous proposals on this matter, presented at various 
meetings of the Commission since 2007.  It seeks to include all the important points raised by the 
various members in their proposals, and combine them into a single text which reflects these different 
views and is acceptable to all members of the Commission, so that this important matter can be 
resolved.  A file showing the changes made from the proposal on which this document is based is 
available here.  

RESOLUTION BY IATTC TO UNDERTAKE A PERFORMANCE 
REVIEW OF THE ORGANIZATION 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC):  

Noting the Course of Actions for RFMOs identified at the Joint Tuna RFMOs Meeting in Kobe, 
Japan on 26 January 2007, and notably those in relation to Performance Reviews and Annex I to 
Appendix 14 of the Report of the Joint RFMO Meeting; 

Taking into account the desirability for IATTC to respond positively to the 2010 UN Resolution 
65/38 calling for Regional Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs), such as IATTC, to 
undertake urgently a Performance Review; 

Further noting the communication of 30 April 2007 from the Facilitator of the Performance Review 
Discussion identifying criteria to be used in the undertaking of a Performance Review; 

Recalling that CCSBT, ICCAT and IOTC have already conducted Performance Reviews and WCPFC 
has started the process of undertaking a Performance Review; 

Recognizing that a performance review of the AIDCP should be conducted separately by the Parties 
to the AIDCP since not all members and Cooperating Non-Member of the Commission (hereinafter 
referred to as “CPC”) are Parties to the AIDCP;  

Further recognising the urgency in which such Performance Reviews should be undertaken; 

AGREED as follows: 

1. The Commission shall conduct a Performance Review, which shall be carried out on the basis of 
the attached provisional list of criteria (ANNEX), taking into account all the programs and 
activities under the IATTC’s responsibility and the relevant international agreements, and 
instruments related to the conservation and management of fisheries resources . 

http://iattc.org/Meetings2011/Jun/PDFfiles/Proposals/G-1/IATTC-75-PROP-B1a-ESP-JPN-USA-Performance-review.pdf
http://iattc.org/Meetings2011/Jun/PDFfiles/Proposals/G-1/IATTC-82-G-1-PROP-EUR-JPN-USA-Performance-review-CHANGES.pdf
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2. A Review Panel composed of a representative from 4 Members of IATTC (each from North, 
Central and South America, and distant water fishing members), a representative from an IATTC 
NGO observer, and 2 external experts with notably scientific, fisheries management and legal 
experience, respectively, shall be constituted. The external experts shall be internationally 
recognised, but not be involved with or have experience of IATTC. The Review Panel 
Chairperson shall be a Panel member selected by the Panel. The Chairperson must be from a 
State that is not a Member to the IATTC. 

3. The Secretariat shall prepare a list of 5 candidates for external experts, which shall be sent to the 
Members for their consideration.  Members may also submit names of external experts for 
consideration, which the Secretariat shall circulate to all Members.  2 external experts shall be 
selected from these names based on the voting of Members.      

4. The IATTC Secretariat will not be part of the Review Panel, but it will act as facilitators of its 
activities, providing logistical support and access to the information to the Review Panel, and will 
participate in the work of the Panel as the Panel deems necessary. 

5. Travel and accommodation costs for the participation in the Review Panel meetings for external 
experts shall be borne by the IATTC Budget.  IATTC Members shall bear the costs of their own 
representatives participating in the Review Panels proceedings. 

6. The Panel Chairperson shall communicate the report and recommendations of the Review Panel 
to the Chairman of the IATTC and the Director at least 60 days in advance of the 2012 Annual 
Meeting.  The Director shall distribute the report and recommendations to Members and 
Cooperating Non-Members as well as observers and place them on the Commission’s website.  
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ANNEX 
Suggested Criteria for Reviewing the Performance of IATTC 

 
 AREA General Crite-

ria 
Detailed Criteria 

1 Conservation 
and manage-
ment 

Status of living 
marine resources 

• Status of major fish stocks under the purview of the IATTC in relation to max-
imum sustainable yield or other relevant biological parameters. 
• Trends in the status of those stocks. 
• Status of species that belong to the same ecosystems as, or are associated with 
or dependent upon, the major target stocks (hereinafter referred to as “non-
target species”). 
• Trends in the status of those species. 

  Data collection 
and 
sharing 

• Extent to which the IATTC has agreed formats, specifications and timeframes 
for data submission, taking into account relevant international standards. 
• Extent to which IATTC members and cooperating non-members, individually 
or through the IATTC, collect and share complete and accurate fisheries data 
concerning target stocks and non-target species and other relevant data in a 
timely manner. 
• Extent to which fishing data and fishing vessel data are gathered by the 
IATTC and shared among members and other RFMOs. 
• Extent to which the IATTC is addressing any gaps in the collection and shar-
ing of data as required. 
• Extent to which the data collected by the Commission complies with the stock 
assessment needs. 
• Availability of the financial resources necessary for collecting data.  

  Quality and 
provision of 
scientific advice 

• Extent to which the IATTC receives and/or produces the best scientific advice 
relevant to the fish stocks and other living marine resources under its purview, 
as well as to the effects of fishing on the marine environment. 

  Adoption of 
conservation and 
management 
measures 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted conservation and management 
measures for both target stocks and non-target species that ensures the long-
term sustainability of such stocks and species and are based on the best scien-
tific evidence available. 
• Degree of correspondence between the scientific recommendations made by 
the Scientific Advisory Committee and/or the scientific staff of the Commission 
and the conservation measures adopted by the Commission.  
• Extent to which the IATTC has applied the best practices for fisheries man-
agement, including the precautionary approach and ecosystem approach, in ac-
cordance with the pertinent international instruments such as the Code of Con-
duct for Responsible Fisheries.  
• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted and is implementing effective rebuild-
ing plans for depleted or overfished stocks. 
• Extent to which the IATTC has moved toward the adoption of conservation 
and management measures for previously unregulated fisheries, including new 
and exploratory fisheries. 
• Extent to which the IATTC has taken due account of the need to conserve 
marine biological diversity and minimize harmful impacts of fisheries on living 
marine resources and marine ecosystems, including minimization of discards 
and catches of juveniles. 
• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted measures to minimize pollution, 
waste, discards, catch by lost or abandoned gear, catch of non-target species, 
both fish and non-fish species, and impacts on associated or dependent species, 
in particular endangered species, through measures including, to the extent prac-
ticable, the development and use of selective, environmentally safe and cost-
effective fishing gear and techniques. 
• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted measures requiring the marking of 
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fishing gear, in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries. 
  Capacity 

management 
• Extent to which the IATTC has identified fishing capacity levels commensu-
rate with long-term sustainability and optimum utilization of relevant fisheries. 
• Extent to which the IATTC has taken actions to prevent or eliminate excess 
fishing capacity and effort. 

  Compatibility of 
management 
measures 

• Extent to which measures have been adopted in a manner to ensure compati-
bility between high seas and areas under national jurisdiction or under each 
CPC controlled areas. 

  Fishing alloca-
tions 
and opportunities 

• Extent to which the IATTC agrees on the allocation of allowable catch or lev-
els of fishing effort, including taking into account requests for participation 
from new members or participants, taking into account relevant international 
agreement and the status of resources. 
• Extent to which the IATTC allocates fishing opportunities among its mem-
bers. 

2 Compliance and 
enforcement 

flag CPC duties • Extent to which CPCs are fulfilling their duties as flag CPCs under the 1949 
Convention Establishing an IATTC and the Antigua Convention, pursuant to 
measures adopted by the IATTC, and under other international instruments, as 
applicable. 

  Port State 
measures 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted port state measures, relating to the 
exercise of the rights and duties of its CPCs as port States. 
• Extent to which these measures are effectively implemented, taking into con-
sideration the logistical resource capacity available in developing CPCs. 

  Monitoring, con-
trol 
and surveillance 
(MCS) 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted integrated MCS measures (e.g., re-
quired use of VMS, observers, catch documentation and trade tracking schemes, 
restrictions on transshipment, boarding and inspection schemes). 
• Extent to which these measures are effectively implemented. 
• Extent to which its CPCs monitor infractions of management measures. 
• Extent to which these measures are achieving their objectives. 

  Follow-up on 
infringements 

• Extent to which the IATTC, its CPCsfollow up on infringements to manage-
ment measures. 

  Cooperative 
mechanisms to 
detect and deter 
non-compliance 

• Extent to which the IATTC has established adequate cooperative mechanisms 
to both monitor compliance and detect and deter non-compliance (e.g., compli-
ance committees, vessel lists, sharing of information about noncompliance). 
• Extent to which these mechanisms are being effectively utilized. 
• Extent to which the IATTC cooperates with other relevant organizations and 
States in order to enhance MCS. 

  Market-related 
measures 

• Extent to which the IATTC has adopted measures relating to the exercise of 
the rights and duties of its CPCs as market States or area. 
• Extent to which these market-related measures are effectively implemented. 
• Extent to which the market-related measures adopted by the IATTC contribute 
to the sustainable use of fishery resources. 

3 Decision-
making 
and dispute 
settlement 

Decision-making • Extent to which the IATTC has transparent and consistent decision-making 
procedures that facilitate the adoption of conservation and management 
measures in a timely and effective manner. 
• Extent to which the decision-making procedures of the IATTC are effective 
and contribute to the development and implementation of conservation 
measures that are in alignment with management objectives.  

  Dispute settle-
ment 

• Extent to which the IATTC has established adequate mechanisms for resolv-
ing disputes. 

  Transparency • Extent to which the IATTC is operating in a transparent manner, as reflected 
in relevant international instruments, and the participation of NGOs with ade-
quate experience is permitted. 
• Extent to which the IATTC decisions, meeting reports, scientific advice upon 
which decisions are made, and other relevant materials are made publicly avail-
able in a timely fashion. 
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4 International 
cooperation 

Relationship to 
cooperating non-
members 

• Extent to which the IATTC facilitates cooperation between members and non-
members, including through the adoption and implementation of procedures for 
granting cooperating status. 

  Relationship to 
non-cooperating 
non-members 

• Extent of fishing activity by vessels of non-members that are not cooperating 
with the IATTC, as well as measures to deter such activities. 

  Cooperation with 
other RFMOs 

• Extent to which the IATTC cooperates with other RFMOs, including through 
the network of Regional Fishery Body Secretariats. 

  Special 
requirements of 
developing States 

• Extent to which the IATTC recognizes the special needs of developing States 
and pursues forms of cooperation with developing States, including with respect 
to fishing allocations or opportunities and capacity building to participate in 
scientific work and increase monitoring, control and compliance capabilities, 
taking into account relevant international instruments. 
• Extent to which IATTC members, individually or through the IATTC, provide 
relevant assistance to developing States. 

5 Financial and 
administrative 
issues 

Availability of 
resources for 
RFMO activities 

• Extent to which financial and other resources are made available to achieve 
the aims of the IATTC and to implement the IATTC’s decisions. 
 

  Efficiency and 
cost-effectiveness 

• Extent to which the IATTC is efficiently and effectively managing its human 
and financial resources, including those of the Secretariat. 
• Extent to which the IATTC conducts cost-benefit analyses of its programs. 
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Appendix 3e. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-J-1 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 

RESOLUTION FOR THE LIMITATION OF FISHING CAPACITY IN 
TERMS OF NUMBER OF ACTIVE LONGLINE VESSELS  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Taking note in particular of the recommendation by the IATTC staff to introduce precautionary 
measures for the main targeted stocks in the IATTC area of competence; 

Conscious of the need to avoid an overexploitation of those stocks targeted by this fleet in their entire 
area of distribution; 

Aware that the issue of excess fishing capacity is of worldwide concern, and is the subject of an 
International Plan of Action (IPOA) developed by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO); 

Noting that the FAO IPOA for the Management of the Fishing Capacity stipulates in its Objectives 
and Principles that States and Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) confronted 
with an overcapacity problem which is undermining the achievement of long-term sustainability 
outcomes, should endeavor initially to limit at the present level and progressively reduce the fishing 
capacity applied to affected fisheries; 

Mindful of the IATTC 2005 Plan for Regional Management of Fishing Capacity, which states in its 
Objectives and Principles the need for an efficient, equitable and transparent management of fishing 
capacity in the EPO in order to assist in achieving long-term sustainability of the fishery targeting 
species covered by the Convention, and that this plan clearly states that capacity limitation should 
apply to all segments of the fleet active in the Convention Area, through an holistic approach to 
capacity management; 

Aware that the above Plan considers management of fleet capacity as a complement to other measures 
taken to conserve the stocks of species covered by the Convention, and that IATTC members and all 
participants in these fisheries should limit the total fleet capacity to the present level and to reduce it, 
as appropriate; 

Believing that it is important to limit fishing capacity in the Convention Area in order to ensure that 
the fisheries in the region are conducted at a sustainable level; 

Adopts, in accordance with the Antigua Convention, the following Resolution: 

1. Members and cooperating non-members shall notify to the Director, by 31 December 2011, the 
lists of longline vessels, by gear type, greater than 20 meters length overall and their respective 
overall capacity, expressed in gross tonnage (GT), that actually fished in the Convention Area in 
2008;  
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2. When notifying the Director in accordance with paragraph 1, the members and cooperating non-
members shall confirm that they have verified the effective presence and fishing activities of 
these vessels in the Convention Area in 2008, through their VMS records, catch reports, port 
calls, or by other means. The staff shall have access to such information upon request.  

3. Members and cooperating non-members will provide, by 1 June of each year, a list of the vessels 
which have fished in the Convention Area during the previous year. 

4. The Director will establish a list of active longline vessels and will keep it regularly updated. 

5. Members and cooperating non-members shall limit the number of their vessels of 20 m length 
overall and fishing in the Convention Area to the number of their vessels active in this fishery in 
2008. 

6. This limitation of number of vessels shall be commensurate with the corresponding overall gross 
tonnage and, where vessels are replaced, the overall tonnage shall not be exceeded. 

7. Members and cooperating non-members shall ensure that, when there is a proposed transfer of 
capacity to their respective fleet, the vessel(s) to be transferred are on the IATTC Record of 
Longline Vessels or on the Record of Vessels of other tuna RFMOs. No vessels on the List of 
IUU Vessels of any RFMO may be transferred. 

8. This Resolution shall not prejudice the legitimate rights and obligations under international law of 
coastal developing States and Territories in the Convention Area who may wish to pursue a 
responsible level of development of their own fisheries in the Convention Area. These States will 
submit to the IATTC Secretariat the development plans of their longline fleet. 

9. This Resolution is applicable during 2012 and 2013. The Commission shall review its 
implementation at its Annual Meeting in 2013. 
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Appendix  3f. 
 

COMISIÓN INTERAMERICANA DEL ATÚN TROPICAL 

82ª REUNIÓN 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (EE.UU.) LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (EE.UU.) 

4-8 DE JULIO DE 2011 

 

PROPOSAL K-1 
PRESENTED BY BELICE, COSTA RICA, EL SALVADOR, 

GUATEMALA, NICARAGUA AND PANAMA 
 

REVISION TO PROPOSAL IATTC-80 A1-A 
 

Proposal IATTC A1-A was presented by the United States at the 80th meeting of the Commission in June 
2009. The present proposal would modify paragraphs 2 and 3 of the section Identification of IUU Activi-
ties, and also the last two paragraphs of that proposal.  
 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A LIST OF VESSELS THAT HAVE 
ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING 

ACTIVITIES IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 

 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 97 

 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 98 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 99 

Appendix 3g. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-K-1B 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 

IATTC RESOLUTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF HAMMERHEAD SHARKS 
(FAMILY SPHYRNIDAE) CAUGHT IN ASSOCIATION WITH FISHERIES IN THE 

IATTC CONVENTION AREA 

The Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) 

CONSIDERING that hammerhead sharks of the family Sphyrnidae are caught as target species or inci-
dentally in the IATTC Agreement area; 

NOTING that the international scientific community points out that the hammerhead sharks of the species 
Sphyrna lewini and Sphyrna zygaena are ranked among the species with the lowest productivity; 

CONSIDERING that it is difficult to differentiate between the various species of hammerhead sharks 
without taking them on board and that such action might jeopardize the survival of the captured indi-
viduals; 

Agrees to adopt the following Resolution in conformity of Article IX of the IATTC Convention: 

1. Members, and Cooperating non-Members (hereafter referred to as CPCs) shall prohibit retaining 
onboard, transhipping, landing, storing, selling, or offering for sale any part or whole carcass of 
hammerhead sharks of the family Sphyrnidae, taken in the IATTC area of competence. 

2. CPCs shall require vessels flying their flag, to promptly release unharmed, to the extent practicable, 
hammerhead sharks when brought alongside the vessel. 

3. Hammerhead sharks that are caught by developing coastal CPCs for local consumption through arti-
sanal fisheries carried out by vessels of no more than 15 meters are exempted from the measures es-
tablished in paragraphs 1 and 2, provided that these CPCs report catch data according to the proce-
dures established by the Commission.  

4. Coastal CPCs exempted from this prohibition pursuant to paragraph 3 should endeavor not to in-
crease their catches of hammerhead sharks. Such CPCs shall take necessary measures to ensure that 
hammerhead sharks of the family Sphyrnidae will not enter international trade and shall notify the 
Commission of such measures. 

5. CPCs shall record through their observer programs the number of discards and releases of hammer-
head sharks with indication of status (dead or alive) and report it to IATTC 

6. The IATTC scientific staff and the Scientific Advisory Committee shall carry out studies that will 
allow the status of the stocks of hammerhead sharks, especially Sphyrna lewini and Sphyrna zygae-
na, to be understood, and shall formulate recommendation to the Commission for the review of this 
Resolution. 
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7. This resolution shall enter into force on 1stJanuary 2012. The Commission shall review the imple-
mentation of this resolution in 2014. 
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Appendix  3h. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-L-1 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 

RESOLUTION ON PORT STATE MEASURES TO PREVENT, DETER 
AND ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED 

FISHING  
The Inter American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), 

Deeply concerned about the continuation of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in the IATTC 
Area and its detrimental effect upon fish stocks, marine ecosystems and the livelihoods of legitimate 
fishers in particular in Developing States, 

Conscious of the role of the port State in the adoption of effective measures to promote the sustainable 
use and the long-term conservation of living marine resources, 

Recognizing that measures to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing should build on the 
primary responsibility of flag States and use all available jurisdiction in accordance with international 
law, including port State measures, coastal State measures, market related measures and measures to 
ensure that nationals do not support or engage in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, 

Recognizing that port State measures provide a powerful and cost-effective means of preventing, deterring 
and eliminating illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, 

Aware of the need for increasing coordination at the regional and interregional levels to combat illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing through port State measures, 

Recognizing the need for assistance to developing countries to adopt and implement port State measures 
and thereby noting the requirements laid down in Article 23 of the IATTC Convention, 

Taking note of the binding Agreement on port State measures to combat IUU fishing which was adopted 
and opened for signature within the framework of FAO in November 2009, and desiring to implement 
this Agreement in an efficient manner in the IATTC Area,  

Bearing in mind that, in the exercise of their sovereignty over ports located in their territory, CPCs may 
adopt more stringent measures, in accordance with international law, 

Recalling the relevant provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 
December 1982, hereinafter referred to as the Convention, 

Recalling the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish 
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks of 4 December 1995, the Agreement to Promote Compliance 
with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas of 24 
November 1993 and the 1995 FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 
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Noting the Plan of Action adopted in Kobe in January 2007 by the Joint Tuna RFMOs Meeting, 

Having regard to Article XX and XXI of the IATTC Convention, 

Agrees to adopt the following Resolution in conformity of Article IX of the IATTC Convention:  

PART I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1  
Use of terms 

For the purposes of this Conservation and management measure: 

a. “fish” means all species of living marine resources whether processed or not that are under the 
competence of the IATTC ; 

b. “fishing” means searching for, attracting, locating, catching, taking or harvesting fish or any activity 
which can reasonably be expected to result in the attracting, locating, catching, taking or harvesting of 
fish in the IATTC Convention area; 

c. “fishing related activities” means any operation in support of, or in preparation for, fishing, including the 
landing, packaging, processing, transshipping or transporting of fish that have not been previously landed 
at a port, as well as the provisioning of personnel, fuel, gear and other supplies at sea; 

d. “illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing”, hereinafter referred as IUU fishing, refers to the activities 
set out in paragraph 1 of IATTC Resolution C-05-07 to establish a List of Vessels presumed to have 
carried out Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in the Eastern Pacific Ocean, as may be amended 
from time to time; 

e.  “port” includes offshore terminals and other installations for landing, transshipping, packaging, 
processing, refueling or resupplying; and 

f. “vessel” means any vessel, ship of another type or boat used for, equipped to be used for, or intended to 
be used for, fishing or fishing related activities. 

Article 2  
Objective 

The objective of this Resolution is to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing through the 
implementation of effective port State measures to control the harvest of fish caught in the IATTC 
Convention Area, and thereby to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of these resources 
and marine ecosystems. 

Article 3 
Application 

1. Each CPC shall, in its capacity as a port State, apply this Resolution in respect of vessels not entitled to 
fly its flag that are seeking entry to its ports or are in one of its ports, except for: 

a) vessels of a neighboring State, with an overall length of less than 12 meters, or without super-
structure, or of less than measured 20 GT, that are engaged in artisanal fishing for subsistence, 
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provided that the port State and the flag State cooperate to ensure that such vessels do not en-
gage in IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing ; and 

b) container vessels that are not carrying fish or, if carrying fish, only fish that have been previ-
ously landed, provided that there are no clear grounds for suspecting that such vessels have 
engaged in fishing related activities in support of IUU fishing. 

2. A CPC may, in its capacity as a port State, decide not to apply this Resolution to vessels chartered by its 
nationals exclusively for fishing in areas under its national jurisdiction and operating under its authority 
therein. Such vessels shall be the subject to measures by the CPC, which are as effective as measures 
applied in relation to vessels entitled to fly its flag. 

3. This Resolution shall be applied to CPCs' ports within the IATTC area of competence. The CPCs situated 
outside the IATTC area of competence shall endeavour to apply this Resolution. 

4. The provisions of this Resolution applicable to flag States and port States shall apply, mutatis mutandis, 
to all members of the Commission. 

5. This Resolution shall be applied in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner, consistent with 
international law. 

Article 3bis 
Relationship with international law 

Nothing in this Resolution shall prejudice the rights, jurisdiction and duties of CPCs under international 
law. In particular, nothing in this Resolution shall be construed to affect the sovereignty of CPCs over 
their internal, archipelagic and territorial waters or their sovereign rights over their continental shelf and 
in their exclusive economic zones, and the exercise by CPCs of their sovereignty over ports in their 
territory in accordance with international law, including their right to deny entry thereto as well as to 
adopt more stringent port State measures than those provided for in this Resolution. 

Article 4 
Integration and coordination at the national level 

Each CPC shall, to the greatest extent possible: 

a) integrate or coordinate fisheries related port State measures with the broader system of port 
State controls; 

b) integrate port State measures with other measures to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing 
and fishing related activities in support of such fishing, taking into account as appropriate the 
2001 FAO International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported 
and Unregulated Fishing; and 

c) take measures to exchange information among relevant national agencies and to coordinate the 
activities of such agencies in the implementation of this Resolution. 

Article 5 
Cooperation on exchange of information 

1. In the implementation of this Resolution and with due regard to appropriate confidentiality and data 
protection requirements, CPCs shall cooperate and exchange information with the IATTC Secretariat and 
the relevant flag State, as appropriate, by: 
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a) requesting information from, and providing information to, relevant databases; 

b) requesting and providing cooperation to promote the effective implementation of this Resolu-
tion. 

2. Each CPC shall, to the greatest extent possible, ensure that its fisheries related information system allow 
for the direct electronic exchange of information on port State measures with other CPCs and with the 
IATTC Secretariat, in order to facilitate the implementation of this Resolution. 

3. CPCs shall cooperate through the IATTC Secretariat in the effective implementation of this Resolution. 

Article 6 
Competent authorities 

1. Each CPC, in its capacity as a port or flag State, shall designate the competent authority to serve as 
contact point for the purposes of receiving notifications, providing or receiving confirmations, and issuing 
authorizations pursuant to this Resolution. It shall transmit the name and contact information for its 
competent authority to the IATTC Secretariat no later than 45 days after the entry into force of this 
Resolution. Any subsequent changes shall be notified to the IATTC Secretariat at least 15 days before the 
change takes effect. 

2. The IATTC Secretariat shall establish and maintain a register of competent authorities based on the lists 
submitted by the CPCs. The register shall be posted on the IATTC website. 

PART 2  
ENTRY INTO PORT 

Article 7  
Designation of ports 

1. Each CPC wishing to grant access to its ports by vessels not entitled to fly its flag shall designate and 
publicize any of its ports to which vessels may request entry pursuant to this Resolution Each CPC shall 
provide a list of its designated ports to IATTC Secretariat within three months from the date of entry into 
force of this Resolution Any subsequent changes to this list shall be notified to the IATTC Secretariat at 
least 15 days before the change takes effect.  

2. Each CPC shall, to the greatest extent possible, ensure that every port designated and publicized in 
accordance with paragraph 1 of this Article has sufficient capacity to conduct inspections pursuant to this 
Resolution 

3. The IATTC Secretariat shall establish and maintain a register of designated ports based on the lists 
submitted by the port State CPCs. The register shall be posted on the IATTC website. 

Article 8 
Advance request for port entry 

Each CPC shall require the master of a vessel or its authorised representative to provide the information 
in Annex 1 at least 72 hours in advance of the requested port entry to the competent authority of the port 
State CPC. However, a port State CPC may make provision for a longer or shorter notification period, 
taking into account, inter alia, the type of fish or fish product and the distance between the fishing 
grounds and its ports, and providing that the port State CPC must have enough time to examine the above 
mentioned information. In such a case, the port State CPC concerned shall inform the IATTC Secretariat, 
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which shall post the information on the IATTC website. 

Article 9 
Port entry, authorization or denial 

1. After receiving the relevant information required pursuant to Article 8, as well as such other information 
as it may require to determine whether the vessel requesting entry into its port has engaged in IUU fishing 
or fishing related activities in support of such fishing, the port State CPC shall decide whether to 
authorize or deny the entry of the vessel into its port and shall communicate this decision to the master of 
the vessel or to its representative. 

2. In the case of authorization of entry, the master of the vessel or the vessel’s representative shall be 
required to present the authorization for entry to the competent authorities of the CPC upon the vessel’s 
arrival at port. 

3. In the case of denial of entry, the port State CPC shall communicate its decision to the flag CPC of the 
vessel, and to the IATTC Secretariat, to be posted on the secure part of the IATTC website. The IATTC 
Secretariat shall communicate this decision to all CPCs and to other regional fisheries management 
organizations. 

4. Without prejudice to paragraph 1 of this Article, when a port State CPC has sufficient proof that a vessel 
seeking entry into its port has engaged in IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such 
fishing, in particular the inclusion of a vessel on a list of vessels having engaged in such fishing or fishing 
related activities adopted by a regional fisheries management organization in accordance with the rules 
and procedures of such organization and in conformity with international law, after the IATTC has had an 
opportunity to to review and confirm the listing of such vessel, the port State CPC shall deny that vessel 
entry into its ports. 

5. Notwithstanding paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article, a port State CPC may allow entry into its ports of a 
vessel referred to in those paragraphs exclusively for the purpose of inspecting it and taking other 
appropriate actions in conformity with international law which are at least as effective as denial of port 
entry in preventing, deterring and eliminating IUU fishing and fishing related activities in support of such 
fishing. 

6. Where a vessel referred to in paragraph 4 or 5 of this Article is in port for any reason, the port State CPC 
shall deny such vessel the use of its ports for landing, transshipping, packaging, and processing of fish 
and for other port services including, inter alia, refueling and resupplying, maintenance and dry-docking. 
Paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article 11 apply mutatis mutandis in such cases. Denial of such use of ports shall 
be in conformity with international law. 

Article 10 
Force majeure or distress 

Nothing in this Resolution affects the entry of vessels to port in accordance with international 
law for reasons of force majeure or distress, or prevents a port State CPC from permitting entry 
into port to a vessel exclusively for the purpose of rendering assistance to persons, ships or air-
craft in danger or distress. 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 106 

PART 3 

USE OF PORTS 

Article 11 
Use of ports 

1. Where a vessel has entered one of its ports, the port State CPC shall deny, pursuant to its laws 
and regulations and consistent with international law, including this Conservation and manage-
ment measure, that vessel the use of the port for landing, transshipping, packaging and pro-
cessing of fish that have not been previously landed and for other port services, including, inter 
alia, refueling and resupplying, maintenance and dry-docking, if: 

a) The information provided by the vessel in Annex 1 is found to be false; 

b) the port State CPC finds that the vessel does not have a valid and applicable authorization to 
engage in fishing or fishing related activities in the IATTC Convention area; or  

c) the port State CPC finds that the vessel does not have a valid and applicable authorization to 
engage in fishing or fishing related activities required by the coastal State in respect of areas 
under the national jurisdiction of that State; 

d) the port State CPC receives clear evidence that the fish on board was taken in contravention of 
the IATTC Resolutions and/or applicable requirements of a coastal State in respect of areas 
under the national jurisdiction of that State; 

e) the flag State does not confirm within 14 days, on the request of the port State, that the fish on 
board was taken in accordance with the IATTC Resolutions and/or applicable requirements of 
a coastal State in respect of areas under the national jurisdiction of that State;  or 

f) the port State CPC has reasonable grounds to believe that the vessel was otherwise engaged in 
IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing in the IATTC Convention 
area, including in support of a vessel included in the list of IUU vessels referred to in Article 
9, paragraph 4, unless the vessel can establish: 

i. that it was acting in a manner consistent with relevant IATTC Resolutions; or 

ii. in the case of provision of personnel, fuel, gear and other supplies at sea, that the vessel 
that was provisioned was not, at the time of provisioning, included in the list of IUU ves-
sels referred to in Article 9, paragraph 4 . 

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Article, the port State CPC shall not deny a vessel referred 
to in that paragraph the use of port services: 

a) essential to the safety or health of the crew or the safety of the vessel, provided these needs are 
duly proven, or 

b) where appropriate, for the scrapping of the vessel. 
 

3. Where a port State CPC has denied the use of its port in accordance with this Article, it shall 
promptly notify the flag State and the IATTC Secretariat, which will post this information on the 
secure part of the IATTC website. The IATTC Secretariat shall communicate this decision to all 
CPCs and to other regional fisheries management organizations. 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 107 

4. A port State CPC shall withdraw its denial of the use of its port pursuant to paragraph 1 of this 
Article in respect of a vessel only if there is sufficient proof to show that the grounds on which 
the use was denied were inadequate or erroneous or that such grounds no longer apply. 

5. Where a port State CPC has withdrawn its denial of the use of its ports, it shall promptly notify 
those to whom a notification was issued pursuant to paragraph 4 of this Article. 

PART 4 

INSPECTIONS AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS 

Article 12 
Levels and priorities for inspection 

1. Each CPC shall carry out inspections of at least 10% of landings and transhipments from fishing 
vessels in its ports during each reporting year. 

2. Inspections shall involve the monitoring of the entire discharge or transshipment and include a 
cross-check between the quantities by species recorded in the prior notice of landing and the 
quantities by species landed or transshipped. When the landing or transshipment is completed, 
the inspector shall verify and note the quantities by species of fish remaining on board. 

3. In determining which vessels to inspect, the port State CPC shall give priority to: 

a) vessels that have previously been denied entry or use of a port in accordance with this recom-
mendation; 

b) requests from other CPCs or regional fisheries management organizations that particular ves-
sels be inspected, particularly where such requests are supported by evidence of IUU fishing, 
or fishing related activities in support of such fishing, by the vessel in question; and 

c) other vessels for which there are clear grounds for suspecting that they have engaged in IUU 
fishing, or fishing related activities is support of such fishing, in particular vessels that appear 
on IUU lists adopted by other regional fisheries management organizations. 

Article 13 
Conduct of inspections 

1. Each port State CPC shall ensure that its inspectors carry out the functions set forth in Annex 2 
as a minimum standard. 

2. Each port State CPC shall, in carrying out inspections in its ports: 

a) ensure that inspections are carried out by properly qualified inspectors authorized for that pur-
pose, having regard in particular to Article 17; 

b) ensure that, prior to an inspection, inspectors are required to present to the master of the vessel 
an appropriate document identifying the inspectors as such; 

c) ensure that inspectors examine all relevant areas of the vessel, the fish on board, the nets and 
any other gear, equipment, and any document or record on board that is relevant to verifying 
compliance with IATTC Resolutions; 
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d) require the master of the vessel to give inspectors all necessary assistance and information, 
and to present relevant material and documents as may be required, or certified copies there-
of; 

e) in case of appropriate arrangements with the flag State of the vessel, invite the flag State to 
participate in the inspection; 

f) make all possible efforts to avoid unduly delaying the vessel to minimize interference and 
inconvenience, including any unnecessary presence of inspectors on board, and to avoid ac-
tion that would adversely affect the quality of the fish on board; 

g) make all possible efforts to facilitate communication with the master or senior crew members 
of the vessel, including where possible and where needed that the inspector is accompanied 
by an interpreter; 

h) ensure that inspections are conducted in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner 
and would not constitute harassment of any vessel; and 

i) not interfere with the master’s ability, in conformity with international law, to communicate 
with the authorities of the flag State. 

3. The port CPC may invite inspectors of other CPCs to accompany their own inspectors and 
observe the inspection of landings or transshipment operations of fishery resources caught by 
fishing vessels flying the flag of another CPC. 

Article 14 
Results of inspections 

Each CPC shall, as a minimum standard, include the information set out in Annex 3 in the writ-
ten report of the results of each inspection. 

Article 15 
Transmittal of inspection results 

1. The port State CPC shall transmit a copy of the inspection report to the flag State and to the 
IATTC Secretariat within [thirty full working days] of the completion of the inspection and, as 
appropriate, as soon as possible to: 

a) States for which there is evidence through inspection that the vessel has engaged in IUU fish-
ing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing in those States' waters within 
IATTC Convention area; and 

b) the State of which the vessel’s master is a national 

c) the flag State of any vessel that transshipped catch to the inspected vessel. 

Article 16 
Electronic exchange of information 

1. To facilitate the implementation if this Resolution, each CPC shall, where possible, establish a 
communication mechanism that allows for direct electronic exchange of information relevant to 
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this Resolution, with due regard to appropriate confidentiality and data protection requirements 
and the guidelines in Annex 4. 

2. Each CPC shall designate a competent authority that shall act as a contact point for the exchange 
of information under this Resolution. Each CPC shall notify the pertinent designation to the 
IATTC Secretariat to be posted on the IATTC website. 

3. The IATTC Secretariat shall and with due regard to appropriate confidentiality and data protec-
tion requirements, coordinate and facilitate the electronic exchange of information relevant to the 
implementation of this Resolution between CPCs as well as coordinate with other global or re-
gional electronic information-exchange systems that may be established to assist with the im-
plementation of port State measures to combat IUU fishing and fishing related activities.  

Article 17 
Training of inspectors 

Each CPC shall ensure that its inspectors are properly trained taking into account the guidelines 
for the training of inspectors in Annex 5. The CPCs shall seek to cooperate in this regard. 

Article 18 
Port State actions following inspection 

1. Where, following an inspection, there are clear grounds for believing that a vessel has engaged in 
IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing, the inspecting CPC shall: 

a) promptly notify the flag State, and as appropriate, the relevant Coastal State and  the IATTC 
Secretariat and the State of which the vessel’s master is a national of its findings; and 

b) deny the vessel the use of its port for landing, transshipping, packaging and processing of 
fish that have not been previously landed and for other port services, including, inter alia, re-
fueling and resupplying, maintenance and dry-docking, if these actions have not already been 
taken in respect of the vessel, in a manner consistent with this Resolution. 

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 of this Article, a port State CPC shall not deny a vessel referred to 
in that paragraph the use of port services essential for the safety or health of the crew or the safe-
ty of the vessel. 

3. Nothing in this Resolution prevents a CPC from taking measures that are in conformity with 
international law in addition to those specified in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, including 
such measures as the flag State of the vessel has expressly requested or to which it has consent-
ed. 

Article 19 
Information on recourse in the port State 

1. A port State CPC shall maintain the relevant information available to the public and provide such 
information, upon written request, to the owner, operator, master or representative of a vessel 
with regard to any recourse established in accordance with its national laws and regulations con-
cerning port State measures taken by that CPC pursuant to Articles 7, 9, 11 or 15, including in-
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formation pertaining to the public services or judicial institutions available for this purpose, as 
well as information on whether there is any right to seek compensation in accordance with its 
national laws and regulations in the event of any loss or damage suffered as a consequence of 
any alleged unlawful action by the CPC. 

2. The port State CPC shall inform the flag State, the owner, operator, master or representative and 
the IATTC Secretariat, as appropriate, of the outcome of any such recourse. The port State CPC 
shall inform the IATTC Secretariat of any change in its decision pursuant to Articles 7, 9, 11 or 
15. The IATTC Secretariat shall post the new decision on the secure part of the IATTC website.  

PART 5 

ROLE OF FLAG STATES 
Article 20 

Role of flag States 
1. Each CPCs shall require the vessels entitled to fly its flag to cooperate with the port State in 

inspections carried out pursuant to this Resolution. 

2. When a CPC has clear grounds to believe that a vessel entitled to fly its flag has engaged in IUU 
fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing and is seeking entry to or is in the 
port of another State, it shall, as appropriate, request that State to inspect the vessel or to take 
other measures consistent with this Resolution. 

3. Each CPC shall encourage vessels entitled to fly its flag to land, transship, package and process 
fish, and use other port services, in ports of States that are acting in accordance with, or in a 
manner consistent with this Resolution. CPCs are encouraged to develop fair, transparent and 
non-discriminatory procedures for identifying any State that may not be acting in accordance 
with, or in a manner consistent with, this Resolution. 

4. Where, following port State inspection, a flag State CPC receives an inspection report indicating 
that there are clear grounds to believe that a vessel entitled to fly its flag has engaged in IUU 
fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing, it shall immediately and fully in-
vestigate the matter and shall, upon sufficient evidence, take enforcement action without delay in 
accordance with its laws and regulations. 

5. Each CPC shall, in its capacity as a flag State, report to other CPCs, relevant port States and, as 
appropriate, other relevant States, regional fisheries management organizations and FAO on ac-
tions it has taken in respect of vessels entitled to fly its flag that, as a result of port State 
measures taken pursuant to this Resolution, have been determined to have engaged in IUU fish-
ing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing. 

6. Each CPC shall ensure that measures applied to vessels entitled to fly its flag are at least as 
effective in preventing, deterring, and eliminating IUU fishing and fishing related activities in 
support of such fishing as measures applied to vessels referred to in point 1 of Article 3. 
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PART 6 

REQUIREMENTS OF DEVELOPING STATES 
Article 21 

Requirements of developing States 
1. CPCs shall give full recognition to the special requirements of CPCs developing States in 

relation to the implementation of this Resolution. To this end, CPCs shall, either directly or 
through the IATTC Secretariat, provide assistance to CPC developing States in order to, inter 
alia: 
a) enhance their ability, in particular the least-developed among them, to develop a legal basis and 

capacity for the implementation of effective port State measures; 

b) facilitate their participation in any international organizations that promote the effective devel-
opment and implementation of port State measures; and 

c) facilitate technical assistance to strengthen the development and implementation of port State 
measures by them, in coordination with relevant international mechanisms. 

2. CPCs shall give due regard to the special requirements of developing CPCs port States, in 
particular the least-developed among them , to ensure that a disproportionate burden resulting 
from the implementation of this Resolution is not transferred directly or indirectly to them. In 
cases where the transfer of a disproportionate burden has been demonstrated, CPCs shall cooper-
ate to facilitate the implementation by the relevant CPCs developing States of specific obliga-
tions under this Resolution.  

3. CPCs shall assess the special requirements of CPCs developing States concerning the imple-
mentation of this Resolution. 

4. IATTC CPCs shall cooperate to establish appropriate funding mechanisms to assist CPCs 
developing States in the implementation of this Resolution. These mechanisms shall, inter alia, 
be directed specifically towards: 
a) developing national and international port State measures; 

b) developing and enhancing capacity, including for monitoring, control and surveillance and for 
training at the national and regional levels of port managers, inspectors, and enforcement and legal 
personnel; 

c) monitoring, control, surveillance and compliance activities relevant to port State measures, in-
cluding access to technology and equipment; and 

d) assisting CPCs developing States with the costs involved in any proceedings for the settlement of 
disputes that result from actions they have taken pursuant to this Resolution. 

5. Cooperation with and among developing States CPCs in implementing this Resolution may 
include the provision of technical and financial assistance through bilateral, multilateral, and re-
gional channels. 

6. CPCs shall establish an ad hoc working group to periodically report and make recommenda-
tions to the CPCs on the establishment of funding mechanisms including a scheme for contribu-
tions, identification and mobilization of funds, the development of criteria and procedures to 
guide implementation, and progress in the implementation of the funding mechanisms. The ad 
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hoc working group shall also take into account, inter alia. 
a) the assessment of the needs of developing States CPCs; 

b) the availability and timely disbursement of funds; 

c) transparency of decision-making and management processes concerning fundraising and alloca-
tions; and 

d) accountability of the recipient developing States CPCs in the agreed use of funds. 

7. CPCs shall take into account the reports and any recommendations of the ad hoc working 
group and take appropriate action. 

PART 7 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 
Article 22  

Entry into force 
The present Resolution shall enter into force on 1st January 2011. 
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ANNEX 1 Information to be provided in advance by vessels requesting port entry 
 

 

1. Intended port of call  
2. Port State  
3. Estimated date and time of arrival  
4. Purpose(s)  
5. Port and date of last port call  
6. Name of the vessel  
7. Flag State  
8. Type of vessel  
9. International Radio Call Sign  
10. Vessel contact information  
11. Vessel owner(s)  
12. Certificate of registry ID  
13. IMO ship ID, if available  
14. External ID, if available  
15. IATTC ID  
16. VMS No  Yes: National Yes: RFMO(s)  Type: 
17. Vessel dimensions Length   Beam   Draft  
18. Vessel master name and nationality  
19. Relevant fishing authorization(s) 

Identifier Issued by Validity Fishing ar-
( ) 

Species Gear 
      
      
20. Relevant transshipment authorization(s) 
Identifier  Issued by  Validity  
Identifier  Issued by  Validity  
21. Transshipment information concerning donor vessels   
Date Location Name Flag State ID 

number 
Species Product 

form 
Catch 

are 
a Quantity 

         
          
22. Total catch onboard 23. Catch to be offloaded 

Species Product form Catch area Quantity Quantity 
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ANNEX 2 Port State inspection procedures 
Inspectors shall: 

a) verify, to the extent possible, that the vessel identification documentation 
onboard and information relating to the owner of the vessel is true, complete and cor-
rect, including through appropriate contacts with the flag State or international rec-
ords of vessels if necessary; 

b) verify that the vessel’s flag and markings (e.g. name, external registration 
number, International Maritime Organization (IMO) ship identification number, inter-
national radio call sign and other markings, main dimensions) are consistent with in-
formation contained in the documentation; 

c) verify, to the extent possible, that the authorizations for fishing and fishing re-
lated activities are true, complete, correct and consistent with the information provid-
ed in accordance with Annex 1; 

d) review all other relevant documentation and records held onboard, including, 
to the extent possible, those in electronic format and vessel monitoring system (VMS) 
data from the flag State or IATTC Secretariat or other relevant regional fisheries 
management organizations (RFMOs). Relevant documentation may include logbooks, 
catch, transshipment and trade documents, crew lists, stowage plans and drawings, 
descriptions of fish holds, and documents required pursuant to the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora; 

e) examine, to the extent possible, all relevant fishing gear onboard, including 
any gear stowed out of sight as well as related devices, and to the extent possible, ver-
ify that they are in conformity with the conditions of the authorizations. The fishing 
gear shall, to the extent possible, also be checked to ensure that features such as the 
mesh and twine size, devices and attachments, dimensions and configuration of nets, 
pots, dredges, hook sizes and numbers are in conformity with applicable regulations 
and that the markings correspond to those authorized for the vessel; 

f) determine, to the extent possible, whether the fish on board was harvested in 
accordance with the applicable authorizations; 

g) examine the fish, including by sampling, to determine its quantity and com-
position. In doing so, inspectors may open containers where the fish has been pre-
packed and move the catch or containers to ascertain the integrity of fish holds. Such 
examination may include inspections of product type and determination of nominal 
weight; 

h) evaluate whether there is clear evidence for believing that a vessel has engaged in 
IUU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing; 

i) provide the master of the vessel with the report containing the result of the 
inspection, including possible measures that could be taken, to be signed by the inspector and the 
master. The master’s signature on the report shall serve only as acknowledgment of the receipt of 
a copy of the report. The master shall be given the opportunity to add any comments or objection 
to the report, and, as appropriate, to contact the relevant authorities of the flag State in particular 
where the master has serious difficulties in understanding the content of the report. A copy of the 
report shall be provided to the master; and 
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j) arrange, where necessary and possible, for translation of relevant documentation. 
 

 
 

ANNEX 3 
IATTC Port inspection report form 

1. Inspection report no  2. Port State  

3. Inspecting authority  

4. Name of principal inspector  ID  

5. Port of inspection  

6. Commencement of inspection YYYY MM  DD HH 

7. Completion of inspection YYYY MM DD HH 

8. Advanced notification received Yes No 

9. Purpose(s) LAN TRX PRO OTH (specify) 

10. Port and State and date 
of last port call 

  YYYY MM DD 

11. Vessel name  

12. Flag State  

13. Type of vessel  

14. International Radio Call Sign  

15. Certificate of registry ID  

16. IMO ship ID, if available  

17. External ID , if available  

18. Port of registry  

19. Vessel owner(s)  

20. Vessel beneficial owner(s), if 
known and different from vessel 

 

 

21. Vessel operator(s), if different 
from vessel owner 

 

22. Vessel master name and nationality  

23. Fishing master name and nationality  

24. Vessel agent  

25. VMS No  Yes: National Yes: RFMOs Type: 
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26. Status in IOTC, including any IUU vessel listing 

Vessel identifier RFMO Flag State 
status 

Vessel on authorized 
vessel list 

Vessel on IUU vessel list 

     

     

     

27. Relevant fishing authorization(s) 
Identifier Issued by Validity Fishing area(s) Species Gear 
      

28. Relevant transshipment authorization(s) 
Identifier  Issued by  Validity  

Identifier  Issued by  Validity  

29. Transshipment information concerning donor vessels 

Name Flag State ID no Species Product 
f  

Catch 
( ) 

Quantity 

       
       
30. Evaluation of offloaded catch (quantity) 
Species Product 

form 
Catch 
area(s) 

Quantity 
declared 

Quantity 
offloaded 

Difference between quantity declared 
and quantity determined, if any 

      
      

31. Catch retained onboard (quantity) 
Species Product 

form 
Catch 
area(s) 

Quantity 
declared 

Quantity 
retained 

Difference between quantity declared 
and quantity determined, if any 

      
      
32. Examination of logbook(s) and other 
doc mentation 
 

Yes No Comments 

33. Compliance with applicable catch 
doc mentation scheme(s) 
 

Yes No Comments 
34. Compliance with applicable trade 
information scheme(s) 
 

Yes No Comments 

35. Type of gear used  

36. Gear examined in 
accordance ith paragraph 

  
   

Yes No Comments 
 
 37. Findings by inspector(s) 
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38. Apparent infringement(s) noted including reference to relevant legal instrument(s) 
 
39. Comments by the master 

 
40. Action taken 

 
41. Master’s signature 

 
42. Inspector’s signature 
 

 
ANNEX 4 Information systems on port state measures 

In implementing this Resolution, each CPC shall: 

a) seek to establish computerized communication; 

b) establish, to the extent possible, websites to publicize the list of ports designated in 
accordance with Article 5 and the actions taken in accordance with the relevant provi-
sions of this Resolution; 

c) identify, to the greatest extent possible, each inspection report by a unique reference 
number starting with 3-alpha code of the port State and identification of the issuing agen-
cy; 

d) utilize, to the extent possible, the international coding system below in Annexes 1 and 
3 and translate any other coding system into the international system. 

countries/territories: ISO-3166 3-alpha Country Code 

species: ASFIS 3-alpha code (known as FAO 3-alpha code) 

vessel types: ISSCFV code (known as FAO alpha code) 

gear types: ISSCFG code (known as FAO alpha code) 
 
 

ANNEX 5 Guidelines for the training of inspectors 

Elements of a training programme for port State inspectors should include at least the following 
areas: 

1. Ethics; 
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2. Health, safety and security issues; 

3. Applicable national laws and regulations, areas of competence and Resolutions of the 
IATTC, and applicable international law; 

4. Collection, evaluation and preservation of evidence; 

5. General inspection procedures such as report writing and interview techniques; 

6. Analysis of information, such as logbooks, electronic documentation and vessel histo-
ry (name, ownership and flag State), required for the validation of information given by 
the master of the vessel; 

7. Vessel boarding and inspection, including hold inspections and calculation of vessel 
hold volumes; 

8. Verification and validation of information related to landings, transshipments, pro-
cessing and fish remaining onboard, including utilizing conversion factors for the various 
species and products; 

9. Identification of fish species, and the measurement of length and other biological pa-
rameters; 

10. Identification of vessels and gear, and techniques for the inspection and measurement 
of gear; 

11. Equipment and operation of VMS and other electronic tracking systems; and 

12. Actions to be taken following an inspection. 
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Appendix  3i. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA) 

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-M-1 

SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES 

This proposal was originally presented at the 80th meeting of the Commission in June 2009. It seeks to 
include all the important points raised by the various members during previous discussions. The original 
proposal on which this document is based is available as Appendix 3.b of the minutes of the 80th Meeting 
of the IATTC. 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A LIST OF VESSELS THAT HAVE 
ENGAGED IN ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING 

ACTIVITIES IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 
The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC):  

Recalling that the FAO Council adopted on 23 June 2001 an International Plan of Action to Prevent, De-
ter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU), which stipulates that the 
identification of the vessels carrying out illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities 
should follow agreed procedures and be applied in an equitable, transparent and non-discriminatory way;  

Concerned that IUU fishing activities in the Convention Area diminish the effectiveness of the conserva-
tion and management measures adopted by the IATTC;  

Further concerned that there is a possibility that vessel owners engaged in such fishing activities may 
have re-flagged their vessels to avoid compliance with IATTC measures;  

Determined to address the challenge of an increase in IUU fishing activities by way of measures to be 
applied in respect to vessels, without prejudice to further measures adopted in respect of members and 
cooperating non-members (collectively “CPCs”) and non-CPCs under the relevant IATTC instruments;  

Considering the action undertaken in other regional tuna fisheries organizations to address this issue;  

Conscious of the need to address, as a matter of priority, the issue of vessels conducting IUU fishing ac-
tivities;  

Noting that efforts to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing must be addressed in the light of all rele-
vant international fisheries instruments, and in accordance with the rights and obligations established in 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement; and 

Acknowledging the importance of due process and the participation of the parties involved;  

Resolves as follows:  

Identification of IUU Activities 

1. At each Annual Meeting, the Commission shall identify those vessels that have engaged in fishing 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IATTC-80-Jun-2009-Minutes.pdf
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activities for species covered by the Convention within the Convention Area in a manner which has 
diminished the effectiveness of the Convention and the IATTC measures in force, and shall establish, 
and amend in subsequent years as necessary, a list of such vessels (the IUU Vessel List), in 
accordance with the procedures and criteria set out in this Resolution. 

2. This identification shall be suitably documented, based on, inter alia, reports from CPCs relating to 
IATTC resolutions in force, trade information obtained on the basis of relevant trade statistics such as 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) data, statistical documents and other 
national or international verifiable statistics, as well as any other information obtained from Port 
States and/or gathered from the fishing grounds. Information from CPCs should be provided in the 
format approved by the Commission. 

3. For the purposes of this resolution, vessels fishing1 for species covered by the IATTC Convention 
within the Convention Area are presumed to have carried out IUU fishing activities, as described in 
the IPOA-IUU, when a CPC presents suitably documented information that such vessels:  

a. Are not on the IATTC Regional Vessel Register, or  

b. Harvest species covered by the Convention in waters under the jurisdiction of another State, 
without permission of that State, or in contravention of its laws and regulations 2 

c. Make false reports or fail to record or report their catches made in the Convention Area, or  

d. Engage in fishing activities in a closed area or during a closure period, or  

e. Use prohibited fishing gear or fishing methods, or  

f. Transship with, participate in joint fishing operations with, support, or resupply vessels included 
in the IUU Vessel List, or  

g. Conduct transshipment operations with vessels not included on the IATTC Regional Vessel Reg-
ister or the relevant vessel registers of the WCPFC or the IOTC, or 

h. Are without nationality, or  

i. Engage in fishing activities that diminish the effectiveness of the provisions of the Convention or 
any other IATTC conservation and management measures, or  

j. Are under the control of the owner or operator of any vessel on the IUU Vessel List.  

4. A CPC that discovers any vessel presumably engaged in IUU fishing activities in the Convention 
Area shall make efforts to advise and provide suitably documented information to the pertinent flag 
State, if known.  The flag State shall promptly acknowledge receipt of the notification and initiate 
investigations of the alleged activities.  After the investigation is completed, the flag State shall 
transmit a report of the investigation of the alleged case to the reporting CPC, with a copy to the 
Director.   

5. At least 120 days before the Annual Meeting, each CPC shall transmit to the Director a list of vessels 
presumed to have carried out IUU fishing activities in the Convention Area during the current or 
previous two years, accompanied by suitably documented information relating to the provisions of 
paragraphs 2 or 3 above concerning the presumption of IUU fishing activity, and shall also make 
efforts to simultaneously send the same information to the flag State of the vessel, if known. 

                                                 
1 Fishing, as included here, shall also pertain to activites of carrier and bunker vessels operating in the IATTC 

Convention Area. 
2This provision is not intended to prejudice the rights or obligations of any CPC with regard to matters or claims 

under international law of maritime jurisdiction or boundaries, or disputes related thereto. 
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Draft IUU Vessel List 

6. On the basis of the information received pursuant to paragraph 5 above, or other information as 
described in this paragraph, the Director shall draw up a Draft IUU Vessel List with the list of 
potential IUU vessels received per paragraph 5.  The Director shall also automatically include on this 
Draft IUU Vessel List any vessel, which during the current or previous 2 years fished in the 
Convention Area in a manner that meets the criteria established in paragraph 3 of this resolution.  At 
least 90 days before the Annual Meeting of the Commission, the Director shall transmit the 
consolidated Draft IUU Vessel List, together with all the available supporting information, to all 
CPCs, as well as to non-CPCs with vessels on the Draft IUU Vessel List. 

7. The Draft IUU Vessel List, as well as the Provisional IUU Vessel List and the IUU Vessel List 
described below, shall contain the following details for each vessel, where available: 

a. Name and previous names; 

b. Flag and previous flags; 

c. Owner and previous owners; 

d. Operator and previous operators; 

e. Call sign and previous call signs; 

f. Length overall; 

g. LHS Fairplay number1; 

h. Photographs; 

i. Date first included on the List; and 

j. Summary of activities that justify inclusion of the vessel on the List, together with reference to all 
relevant documents informing of and evidencing those activities.  

8. The Director shall make documented efforts to notify the relevant flag States, at least 75 days before 
the annual meeting, of their vessel’s inclusion on the Draft IUU Vessel List and/or presumed IUU 
activities and provide a copy of the pertinent suitably documented information.  The Director shall 
request the flag State to promptly acknowledge receipt of the notification.  If no acknowledgement is 
received from the relevant flag State within 10 days of the date of transmittal, the Director shall 
retransmit the notification through an alternate means or channels of communication and in a manner 
that can be documented. 

9. The Director shall request each CPC and non-CPC with vessels on the Draft IUU Vessel List to 
notify the owner of the vessels of their inclusion on the Draft List, and of the consequences should 
they be included in the IATTC IUU Vessel List to be adopted by the Commission at its Annual 
Meeting.   

10. Upon receipt of the Draft IUU Vessel List, CPCs shall closely monitor the vessels included in that 
List in order to follow their activities and possible changes of name, flag, operator and/or registered 
owner.  

11. As appropriate, CPCs and non-CPCs with vessels on the Draft IUU Vessel List may transmit 
comments to the Director at any time, but no later than 30 days before the Annual Meeting, including 
suitably documented information pursuant to paragraph 15.  

12. CPCs may at any time submit to the Director any additional information that may be relevant to the 
vessels on the Draft IUU Vessel List.  The Director may also add any relevant information in this 

                                                 
1  Formerly Lloyd’s Register-Fairplay. 
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regard for the reference of the CPCs.  

13. The Director shall re-circulate, at least two weeks in advance of the Annual Meeting of the 
Commission, to the CPCs and the non-CPCs concerned, the Draft IUU Vessel List, together with all 
of the suitably documented information received pursuant to paragraphs 5, 11, and 12.  

Provisional IUU Vessel List  

14. At its annual meeting, the IATTC Committee for the Implementation of Measures Adopted by the 
Commission (Implementation Committee) shall examine the Draft IUU Vessel List, which includes 
any new vessels identified pursuant to paragraph 6, as well as the information referred to in paragraph 
12, in order to develop a Provisional IUU Vessel List.  The Implementation Committee shall also 
make recommendations to the Commission regarding any vessels that should be removed from the 
current IUU Vessel List after review of any information provided to the Director pursuant to 
paragraph 23 of this resolution.  

15. The Implementation Committee shall not include in the Provisional IUU Vessel List any vessel that is 
not on the current IUU Vessel List if the vessel’s flag State has demonstrated that:   

a. The vessel fished in a manner consistent with IATTC conservation and management measures or 
the laws and regulations of a State when fishing in waters under the jurisdiction of that State, or 
have fished exclusively for species not covered by the IATTC Convention, or  

b. Effective action has been taken in response to the IUU fishing activities in question, including, in-
ter alia, prosecution, and imposition of sanctions of adequate severity, or 

c. The case regarding the vessel or vessels involved in IUU fishing activities has been settled to the 
satisfaction of both the CPC that originally submitted the vessel for listing and the flag State in-
volved, or 

d. The vessel has changed ownership and that the new owner can establish that the previous owner 
no longer has any legal, financial or real interests in the vessel or exercises control over it, and 
that the new owner has not recently participated in IUU fishing activities.  

16. The Implementation Committee shall not include a vessel on the Provisional IUU List if the 
notification provisions of paragraph 4 and 5 were not followed.  

17. Following the examination referred to in paragraph 14, the Implementation Committee shall submit 
the Provisional IATTC IUU Vessel List to the Commission for its consideration.  

New IUU Vessel List 

18. At its Annual Meeting, the Commission shall review the Provisional IUU Vessel List, taking into 
account any new suitably documented information related to vessels on that List and any 
recommendations to amend the current IUU Vessel List and adopt a new IUU Vessel List. The 
Commission shall remove a vessel from the current IATTC IUU Vessel list only if the vessel’s flag 
State submits to the Director the suitably documented information described in paragraph 23 of this 
resolution.  Any objection to the removal of a vessel from the IUU Vessel List should be based on the 
listing criteria in paragraph 3 and the information provided pursuant to paragraph 23.    

19. Upon adopting the new IUU Vessel List, the Commission shall request CPCs and non-CPCs with 
vessels on the IUU Vessel List to: 

a. Notify the owner of the inclusion of their vessel(s) on the IUU Vessel List and the consequences 
that result from being included in the List, and  

b. Take all necessary measures to eliminate those IUU fishing activities, including, if necessary, the 
withdrawal of the registration or the fishing licenses of these vessels, and to inform the Commis-
sion of the measures taken in this respect.  
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20. CPCs shall take all necessary non-discriminatory measures under their applicable legislation, 
consistent with international law and each CPC’s international obligations and paragraphs 36, 56, and 
66 of the IPOA-IUU, to: 

a. Ensure that fishing vessels, support vessels, mother ships and cargo vessels flying their flag do 
not participate in any transshipment or joint fishing operations with, support, or resupply, vessels 
on the IUU Vessel List;  

b. Ensure that vessels on the IUU Vessel List that enter ports voluntarily are not authorized to land, 
transship, refuel or resupply therein, except in situations of force majeure or for rendering assis-
tance to vessels, or persons on those vessels, in danger or distress, but are inspected upon entry;  

c. Prohibit the chartering of a vessel on the IUU Vessel List;  

d. Refuse to grant their flag to vessels on the IUU Vessel List;  

e. Prohibit commercial transactions, imports, landings and/or transshipment of species covered by 
the IATTC Convention from vessels on the IUU Vessel List;  

f. Encourage traders, importers, transporters and others involved, to refrain from transactions in, 
and transshipment of, species covered by the IATTC Convention caught by vessels on the IUU 
Vessel List;  

g. Collect, and exchange with other CPCs, any appropriate information with the aim of searching 
for, controlling and preventing false import/export certificates for species covered by the IATTC 
Convention from vessels on the IATTC IUU Vessel List.  

21. The Director shall take any measure necessary to ensure publicity of the IUU Vessel List, in a manner 
consistent with any applicable confidentiality requirements, including publishing it on the IATTC 
website. Furthermore, the Director shall transmit the IUU Vessel List to the FAO and other regional 
fisheries management organizations for the purposes of enhancing co-operation between the IATTC 
and these organizations aimed at preventing, deterring and eliminating IUU fishing.  

22. Without prejudice to the rights of CPCs and coastal States to take proper action, consistent with 
international law, including WTO obligations, the CPCs shall not take any unilateral trade measures 
or other sanctions against vessels on the Draft or Provisional IUU Vessel Lists, pursuant to 
paragraphs 6 or 17, or that have been removed from the IUU Vessel List, pursuant to paragraphs 18 
and 26, on the grounds that such vessels are involved in IUU fishing activities.  

Modification of the IUU Vessel List 

23. CPCs and non-CPCs with a vessel on the IUU Vessel List may request the removal of the vessel from 
the list at any time, including during the inter-sessional period, by submitting to the Director suitably 
documented information demonstrating that:  

a. i)   It has adopted measures that will seek to ensure that the vessel complies with all IATTC 
measures;  

ii) It will be able to assume effectively flag State duties with regards to the monitoring and con-
trol of the vessel's fishing activities in the Convention Area; and 

iii) It has taken effective action in response to the IUU fishing activities that resulted in the ves-
sel's inclusion in the IUU Vessel List, including prosecution or the imposition of sanctions of 
adequate severity; or 

b. The vessel has changed ownership and that the new owner can establish that the previous owner 
no longer has any legal, financial or real interests in the vessel or exercises control over it, and that 
the new owner has not recently participated in IUU fishing activities, or  
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c. The case regarding the vessel or vessels that conducted IUU fishing activities has been settled to 
the satisfaction of the CPC that originally submitted the vessel for listing and the flag State in-
volved, or  

d. the vessel no longer exists.  

24. The Director will transmit the removal request, with all the supporting information, to the CPCs 
within 15 days following the receipt of the removal request. CPCs shall promptly acknowledge 
receipt of the removal request and may, at that time, request additional information from the 
requesting flag State.  If no acknowledgement is received by the Director within 10 days of the date 
of transmittal, the Director shall retransmit the removal request and, to the extent practicable, shall 
use additional means available to ensure that the request has been received. 

25. Commission decisions on a request to remove a vessel during an inter-sessional period shall follow 
procedures established for decisions by correspondence together with the procedures outlined in 
paragraphs 26 and 27.  Each CPC shall examine the removal request and notify the Director in 
writing of its response, and the rationale therefore, regarding the removal of the vessel within 30 days 
following the notification by the Director.  Lack of response from a CPC by the 30-day deadline shall 
be considered acceptance of the request to remove the vessel. 

26. If CPCs agree to the removal of the vessel from the IUU Vessel List within the period stipulated in 
paragraph 25, the Director will inform CPCs, non-CPCs, FAO and other regional fisheries 
management organizations, and will remove the vessel from the IUU Vessel List, as published on the 
IATTC website.   

27. If a CPC disagrees with the request for the removal of the vessel from the IUU Vessel List, the vessel 
will be maintained on the IUU Vessel List and the Director will inform the CPCs and/or non-CPCs 
that made the removal request. 

28. All information provided to the Implementation Committee shall be subject to the confidentiality 
rules of the IATTC.  

29. With respect to longline vessels, this resolution shall apply to vessels measuring 22 meters or more in 
length overall. 

30. This resolution shall be subject to review, and as appropriate, revised. 

31. This resolution replaces Resolution C-05-07. 
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Appendix 3 j 
 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING 
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA) 

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-N-1 

SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES 

This proposal was originally presented at the 80th meeting of the Commission in June 2009. It seeks to 
include all the important points raised by the various members during previous discussions. The original 
proposal on which this document is based is available as Appendix 3.d of the minutes of the 80th Meeting 
of the IATTC. 

RESOLUTION ON THE ADOPTION OF TRADE MEASURES TO PROMOTE 
COMPLIANCE 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), meeting in La Jolla, California, on the occasion 
of its 82nd Meeting; 

Noting that the objective of the IATTC is to maintain the populations of species covered by the IATTC 
Convention in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) at the level which will permit maximum sustainable 
catches; 

Considering the need for action to ensure the effectiveness of the measures to achieve the objectives of 
the IATTC; 

Considering the importance, for the achievement of those objectives, that all members and non-members 
take action to respect IATTC conservation and management measures; 

Further considering the importance of having all members and cooperating non-members (collectively 
“CPCs”), and non-CPCs cooperate with the IATTC, in particular by taking measures or exercising effec-
tive control to ensure that their vessels do not engage in any activity that diminishes the effectiveness of 
IATTC conservation and management measures; 

Recognizing that positive incentives constitute an important factor for promoting compliance with fisher-
ies conservation and management measures, and further recognizing the importance of market access, 
consistent with national legislation, for fish and fish products caught in conformity with the conservation 
and management measures of the IATTC; 

Aware of the need for sustained efforts by CPCs to ensure the enforcement of IATTC’s conservation and 
management measures, and the need to encourage non-CPCs to abide by these measures; 

Noting that trade restrictive measures should be implemented only as a last resort, where other measures 
have proven unsuccessful to prevent, deter, and eliminate any act or omission that diminishes the effec-
tiveness of IATTC conservation and management measures; 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IATTC-80-Jun-2009-Minutes.pdf
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Noting that trade restrictive measures should be implemented in accordance with the FAO International 
Plan of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing (IPOA-IUU); 

Also noting that trade restrictive measures must be adopted and implemented in accordance with interna-
tional law, including the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement, and, to this end, must be imple-
mented in a fair, transparent and non-discriminatory manner; 

Resolves as follows: 

1. CPCs that import products of species covered by the IATTC Convention, or in whose ports those 
products are landed, should collect and examine as much import or landing data and associated in-
formation as possible on such products, and submit the following information to the Commission, 
where available, each year: 

a. names and flags of the vessels that caught and produced such products; 

b. species of the products; 

c. areas of catch (inside or outside the EPO); 

d. product weight by product type; 

e. points of export; 

f. names and addresses of owners of the vessels; and 

g. vessel registration number. 

2. a.  The Commission, through the Committee for the Implementation of Measures Adopted by the 
Commission (Implementation Committee) shall identify each year: 

i.CPCs that have failed to fulfill their obligations under the IATTC Convention in respect of 
IATTC conservation and management measures, in particular, by not taking measures or exer-
cising effective control to ensure compliance with IATTC conservation and management 
measures by vessels flying their flags; and/or 

ii.Non-CPCs that have failed to take measures or exercise effective control to ensure that vessels 
flying their respective flags do not engage in any activity that diminishes the effectiveness of 
IATTC conservation and management measures. 

b. These identifications shall be based on a review of all information provided in accordance with 
paragraph 1 and any other relevant information, where available, such as: the catch data compiled 
by the Commission; trade information on these species obtained from national statistics; any 
IATTC statistical document program; the IATTC IUU Vessel List; as well as any other infor-
mation obtained in ports and on fishing grounds. 

c.   In deciding whether to make such an identification, the Implementation Committee should con-
sider all relevant matters, including the history, nature, circumstances, extent, and gravity of the 
act or omission that may have diminished the effectiveness of IATTC conservation and manage-
ment measures. 

3. The Commission shall ask the CPCs and non-CPCs identified under paragraph 2 to rectify the act or 
omission that led to their identification, and shall notify them of the following: 

a. the reason(s) for the identification, with all available supporting evidence;  

b. the opportunity to respond to the Commission in writing, at least 30 days prior to the next Annual 
Meeting of the Commission with regard to the identification decision and other relevant infor-
mation, for example, evidence refuting the identification or, where appropriate, a plan of action 
for improvement and the steps they have taken to rectify the situation; and 
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c. in the case of a non-CPC, invite it to participate as an observer at the Annual Meeting where the 
issue will be considered and, as appropriate, invite it to consider becoming a cooperating non-
member. 

4. CPCs are encouraged, jointly and individually, to ask the CPCs or non-CPCs identified pursuant to 
paragraph 2 to rectify the act or omission that led to their identification under paragraph 2 so as not to 
diminish the effectiveness of IATTC conservation and management measures. 

5. The Commission, through the Director, shall, by more than one means of communication, transmit 
the Commission's request and notification to the identified CPC or non-CPC, and seek to obtain con-
firmation from the CPC or the non-CPC that it received the notification. 

6. The Implementation Committee shall evaluate the response of each CPC or non-CPC, together with 
any new information, and recommend that the Commission decide on one of the following actions to 
be applied to each CPC and non-CPC: 

a. revoke its identification made pursuant to paragraph 2; 

b. continue its identification made pursuant to paragraph 2; or 

c. adopt non-discriminatory trade restrictive measures. 

Notwithstanding the consultation requirement, the absence of a response from CPCs or non-CPCs 
within the time limit set forth in paragraph 3 shall not prevent action by the Commission. 

Trade-restrictive measures shall be considered by the Committee for Implementation of Measures 
Adopted by the Commission only after efforts have been made to consult, pursuant to paragraphs 3, 4 
and 5 above, and only when other actions to promote compliance that are reasonably available to the 
Commission have proven unsuccessful. 

7. The Commission shall notify the CPCs and non-CPCs concerned of the decision made pursuant to 
paragraph 6 and the underlying reasons for such a decision, in accordance with the notification proce-
dures specified in paragraph 5. 

8. If the Commission decides on the action described in paragraph 6.c, it shall recommend to the CPCs, 
pursuant to Articles I.2 and II.5 of the IATTC Convention, to take specific non-discriminatory trade 
restrictive measures, consistent with their respective international obligations, including those con-
tained in the WTO Agreement.  

9. CPCs shall notify the Commission of any measures that they have taken for the implementation of the 
non-discriminatory trade restrictive measures adopted in accordance with paragraph 8.  

10. In order for the Commission to recommend discontinuing an identification, or the lifting of trade re-
strictive measures, the Implementation Committee shall review each year all trade restrictive 
measures adopted in accordance with paragraphs 6 and 8 and provide, as appropriate, opportunities 
for participation in the review by any affected CPC or non-CPC.  Should this review show that the 
situation has been rectified, the Implementation Committee shall recommend to the Commission dis-
continuing the identification or the lifting of the non-discriminatory trade restrictive measures, as ap-
propriate. Such decisions should also take into consideration whether the CPCs and/or non-CPCs 
concerned have taken concrete measures capable of achieving a lasting improvement of the situation.  

11. Where exceptional circumstances so warrant, or where the available information clearly shows that, 
despite the lifting of trade restrictive measures, a CPC or non-CPC continues to diminish the effec-
tiveness of IATTC conservation and management measures, the Commission may recommend imme-
diate action regarding that CPC or non-CPC, including, as appropriate, recommending the re-
imposition of trade restrictive measures in accordance with paragraph 8.  Before making such a deci-
sion, the Commission shall ask the CPC or non-CPC concerned to immediately rectify the act or 
omission which the Commission has determined requires immediate action and shall provide the CPC 
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or non-CPC with a reasonable opportunity to respond.  

12. The Commission shall establish annually a list of CPCs and non-CPCs that are subject to a trade-
restrictive measure pursuant to paragraph 8.  

13. The Commission recognizes the importance of market access, consistent with national legislation, for 
fish and fish products caught in conformity with the conservation and management measures of the 
IATTC, to promote compliance with such measures. 
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Appendix 3k 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-O-1 

SUBMITTED BY BELIZE, COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, GUATEMALA, EL 
SALVADOR, NICARAGUA, AND PANAMA  

STRENGTHENING OF THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF 
SHARKS IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 

 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Recalling that the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization International Plan of Action for the 
Conservation and Management of Sharks (IPOA-Sharks) calls on States, within the framework of their 
respective competencies and consistent with international law, to cooperate through regional fisheries 
organizations with a view to ensuring the sustainability of shark stocks as well as to adopt a National Plan 
of Action for the conservation and management of sharks;  

Considering that many sharks are part of pelagic ecosystems in the Convention Area, and that sharks are 
captured in fisheries targeting tunas and tuna-like species; 

Recognizing the need to collect data on catch, effort, discards, and trade, as well as information on the 
biological parameters of many species of sharks, as part of shark conservation and management of these 
resources;  

Concerned  that is reported that a a large number of shark-fishing vessels,  including some slightly 
smaller than 24 meters length overall,  about which the Commission has little information, make an 
extensive not regulated fishing shark activity   in the Convention Area; 

Noting that the IATTC has adopted, in its Consolidated Resolution on Bycatch, a requirement for 
fishermen on purse-seine vessels to release unharmed non-target species, to the extent practicable, 
including sharks, and that governments with longline fleets also provide the required bycatch information 
as soon as possible; 

Noting that the IATTC has adopted, in its Resolution C-05-03, a scheme for bringing aboard sharks 
caught by purse-seine and longline vessels in the Convention Area, which promotes compliance with the 
IPOA-Sharks and establishes a percentage limit for fins that vessels are allowed to have on board up to 
the first point of unloading.  

Recognizing that it has been promoted in recent years the natural adherence technique of all fins to the 
shark carcass to the first point of unloading, with a partial cut that permits the fins union with the carcass 
in a sufficient percentage to identify the match with the fins and the carcass, as a mechanism that will 
guarantee without any doubt the eradication of finning;  

Believing that specific measures to be respected by vessels of all fishing gears are necessary for the 
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conservation of sharks in the Convention Area; 

Resolves as follows: 

1. Each IATTC member and cooperating non-member should establish and implement a National Plan 
of Action for the Conservation and management of shark stocks, in accordance with the FAO 
International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks. 

2. In 2011, the IATTC, in cooperation with scientists of members and cooperating non-members and, if 
possible, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, shall provide preliminary advice on 
the stock status of key shark species and propose a research plan for a comprehensive assessments of 
these stocks. 

3. Members shall take the measures necessary to require that their fishers fully utilize any retained 
catches of sharks.  Full utilization is defined as retention by the fishing vessel of all parts of the shark 
excepting head, guts, and skins, to the point of first landing. 

4. Unloading of shark fins shall be unloaded  naturally attached to the carcass, with partial cuts in the 
fins that allow efficient bleeding and suitable storage for entire utilization of the body, without 
separating the fins from the body completely, to guarantee that these products do not result from 
finning.  

5. It is prohibited for fishing vessels to retain on board, transship, land or trade in any fins harvested in 
contravention of this Resolution. 

6. In fisheries for tunas and tuna-like species that are not directed at sharks, members and cooperating 
non-members shall encourage their fishermen, to the extent practicable, to release live sharks that are 
caught incidentally and are not used for food and/or subsistence, with special attention to juveniles. 

7. Members and cooperating non-members are encouraged, where possible, to conduct research to 
identify shark nursery areas. 

8. The Commission shall consider the technical and financial assistance that should be given to 
developing members and cooperating non-members for the collection of data on their shark catches. 

9. Each member  shall annually report data on catches, effort by gear type, landings,  and trade of shark 
species, where possible, in accordance with IATTC reporting procedures, including available 
historical data.  Members shall send to the IATTC Secretariat, by 1 May at the latest, a 
comprehensive annual report of the implementation of this Resolution during the previous year. 

10. Paragraphs 2 to 9 of this resolution apply only to the caugth sharks in asociation with the fisheries 
under the IATTC competence. 
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Appendix 3l 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-P-1A 

SUBMITTED BY COLOMBIA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 
A MANAGEMENT PLAN TO REGULATE FISHING EFFORT ON FISH-
AGGREGATING DEVICES IN THE PURSE-SEINE FISHERY OF THE 

EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) 

Reaffirming its commitment to the application of the precautionary approach, which establishes that a 
lack of scientific information must not be used as a pretext for not taking management measures for the 
fisheries resources of the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO); 

Aware that tunas aggregate naturally under floating objects adrift in the ocean; 

Recalling that the regulation of fishing effort is one of the most efficient conservation measures for main-
taining tuna stocks at sustainable levels; 

Attentive to the provisions of IATTC Resolution C-99-07 on measures related to the regulation of fish- 
aggregating devices (FADs); 

Taking into account Resolution C-04-05 on bycatch, especially with regard to catches of juvenile tunas 
and bycatches of non-target species; 

Reiterating the need to reduce bycatches of juvenile yellowfin and bigeye tunas in the purse-seine fishery 
of the EPO; 

Concerned about the difficulties there have been in quantifying purse-seine fishing effort on FADs; 

Concerned about the effect on the average length of the catches of the three main tuna species, mainly 
bigeye tuna, caught with purse seines on FADs (Document SAC 02-13); 

Noting the substantial increase in the number of purse-seine sets made on FADs since 1993, increasing 
the catches of juvenile tuna and fishing mortality in general for the EPO, the impact of this fishing meth-
od being currently much greater than that of the longline fishery for bigeye tuna (Document SAC-02-07); 

Conscious of the need to address, as a matter of priority, the elimination and reduction to the lowest pos-
sible level illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities; 

AGREES TO: 

1. Ask the Director to carry out the pilot research project and data collection on FADs that are used to 
aggregate tunas in the EPO, in accordance with paragraph 14 of Resolution C-11-XX; 

2. MCMs that fish with FADs in the area of the EPO shall submit a FAD management plan by 1 January 
2012 that may include the information included in Annex I of this Resolution. 

3. The information collected in the framework of the pilot research project and the management plans 

http://iattc.org/PDFFiles/C-99-07%20FAD%20resolution%20Jul%2099.pdf
http://iattc.org/PDFFiles2/Resolutions/C-04-05-REV-2-Bycatch-Jun-2006.pdf
http://iattc.org/Meetings2011/May-SAC-Shark/PDFfiles/SAC-02-13-FAD-research-DRAFT.pdf
http://iattc.org/Meetings2011/May-SAC-Shark/PDFfiles/SAC-02-07-BET-assessment-2010.pdf
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submitted by the MCMs shall be made available to the Scientific Advisory Committee for analysis. 

4. In 2013 the scientific staff of the IATTC, in coordination with the Scientific Advisory Committee, 
shall present the results of its analyses of the information collected, and on the basis of these results 
shall formulate opportune recommendations for regulating the management of the affected stocks. 

 

ANNEX 1. 

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARATION OF FAD MANAGEMENT PLANS 
 
To support obligations in respect of FADs in Resolution IATTC-11-XX, the FAD Management 
Plan (FADMP) for a CPC purse-seine fleet to be submitted to the Commission could include, for 
example: 
 
• An objective 
• Scope: 

o Description of its application with respect to: 
� Vessel-types and support and tender vessels, 
� FAD types [anchored (AFAD) AND drifting (DFAD)], 
� maximum FAD numbers permitted to be deployed [per purse seine or ring net vessel 
per FAD type], 
� reporting procedures for AFAD and DFAD deployment, 
� catch reporting from FAD sets (consistent with the Commission’s Standards for the 
Provision of Operational Catch and Effort Data), 
� minimum distance between AFADs, 
� incidental by-catch reduction and utilization policy, 
� consideration of interaction with other gear types, 
� statement or policy on “FAD ownership”. 

• Institutional arrangements for management of the FAD Management Plans 
o Institutional responsibilities, 
o application processes for FAD deployment approval, 
o Obligations of vessel owners and masters in respect of FAD deployment and use, 
o FAD replacement policy, 
o reporting obligations, 
o observer acceptance obligations, 
o relationship to Catch Retention Plans, 
o conflict resolution policy in respect of FADs. 

• FAD construction specifications and requirements 
o FAD design characteristics (a description), 
o FAD markings and identifiers, 
o Lighting requirements, 
o radar reflectors, 
o visible distance, 
o radio buoys [requirement for serial numbers], 
o satellite transceivers [requirement for serial numbers]. 

• Applicable areas 
o Details of any closed areas or periods e.g. territorial waters, shipping lanes, 
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proximity to artisanal fisheries, etc. 
• Applicable period for the FAD-MP 
• Means for monitoring and reviewing implementation of the FAD-MP. 
• Means for reporting to the Commission 
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Appendix 3m 
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

PROPOSAL IATTC-82-Q1 

SUBMITTED BY JAPAN, CANADA, CHINA, CHINESE TAIPEI, KOREA, 
AND THE UNITED STATES 

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT 
MEASURE OF PACIFIC BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC 

OCEAN 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Recognizing the recommendations of the IATTC staff at the 81st and 82nd meetings of IATTC that the 
annual catches of Pacific bluefin tuna in the Convention Area by the commercial vessels of each member 
shall not exceed the average annual level of such catches during 1994-2007; 

Aware that the WCPFC at its 7th  Regular Session adopted Conservation and Management Measure for 
Pacific bluefin tuna (CMM2010-04) based on the conservation advice of the International Scientific 
Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC), which includes measures to 
reduce catches of juveniles (age 0-3) below the 2002-2004 levels;  

Recognizing that Pacific bluefin tuna migrate throughout the North Pacific Ocean, for which conservation 
and management measures should be introduced in the entire North Pacific Ocean in a timely and con-
sistent manner; and  

Recalling that paragraph 1, Article XXIV of the Antigua Convention requires cooperation between the 
IATTC and other organizations including the WCPFC with the goal of promoting the achievement of the 
objective of this Convention, obtaining the best available scientific information;  

Resolves as follows:  

1. Members of the Commission and cooperating non-Members (hereinafter called “CPCs”) shall take 
measures necessary to ensure that their average annual catch during the period of 2012-2013 of 
Pacific bluefin tuna in the Convention Area by their-flagged commercial vessels is below their 
average annual catch during the period ‘1994-2007.’  

2. CPCs shall take measures necessary to prohibit the sale of Pacific bluefin tuna caught by recreational 
vessels.  

3. The Commission shall review this resolution at its 2013 meeting based on recommendations from the 
4th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee and the new ISC stock assessment for Pacific 
bluefin tuna and take appropriate actions.  

4. CPCs shall also take measures necessary to strengthen data collecting systems for Pacific bluefin tuna 
fisheries in order to improve the data quality and timeliness of all the data reporting.  

5. CPCs shall report to the Director by 30 April 2012 and 2013 measures they used to implement 
pararaphs 1 and 2 of this Resolution.  
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Appendix 4a. 
 
 

  VICEMINISTERIO  DE SANIDAD AGROPECUARIA Y REGULACIONES 
DIRECCIÓN DE NORMATIVIDAD DE LA PESCA Y ACUICULTURA 

Km. 22 Carretera al Pacífico  
3er. Nivel, Edificio La Ceiba   

                   
 

Unofficial translation 
 

STATEMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 
BEFORE THE 82nd MEETING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA 

COMMISSION 
 

The Republic of Guatemala wants to state its position in relation to its claim of 3,762 cubic me-
ters of well volume, which are property of the State, and which were, without its consent, subject 
to an attempted transfer to a third country. 
 
As a Member of the Commission, it is with satisfaction and hope that Guatemala came out of the 
last 11th Meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Fleet Capacity, considered as the institu-
tional channel to resolve this protracted issue. The possibility of activating a dispute settlement 
mechanism, inspired in paragraph 3 of Article XXV of the Antigua Convention, was offering 
new and interesting avenues to find justice for Guatemala. 
 
However, in the 82nd Meeting of the Commission, the consideration of issues related to capacity 
was separated from the work of the whole and was commissioned to a small working group that 
met outside the hours of the Plenary. Despite the efforts and goodwill of the participants and its 
President, this approach could not produce but meager results, only for some countries that 
wished to utilize the footnote in Resolution C-02-03. The review of the case of Guatemala was 
limited, due to time constraints and the attention given to other cases that required it. At the same 
time, the activation of the dispute settlement mechanism took a path that deviated from the norm 
that inspired it, that is in seeking to declare binding the conclusions reached by the experts; this 
is a substantive issue that requires consultation with other institutions of the Guatemalan State.  
 
Finally, this was a well-meaning but unproductive episode in terms of providing a final solution. 
Unlike other Members, Guatemala has not chosen to replace, unilaterally, its assets with vessels 
outside the Register. Unfortunately, its compliance with an unjust legal order, which has failed to 
solve this long-standing claim, has not been translated into facilitating a response in favor of jus-
tice and equity. 
 
Consequently, Guatemala must reaffirm, once again, its rights to replace its well volume, 
through recourse to the relevant mechanisms contemplated in Domestic Law and International 
Law. 
 
In La Jolla, USA, on the eighth day of July, two thousand eleven. 
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Appendix 4b. 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

82ND MEETING  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA)  

4-8 JULY 2011 

JOINT STATEMENT BY JAPAN, THE UNITED STATES, THE 
EUROPEAN UNION, CHINA, CHINESE TAIPEI AND KOREA 

It was deeply regrettable that the IATTC again failed to adopt conservation and management measures for 
Pacific bluefin tuna, following the failure at the 81st IATTC meeting last year, despite a series of efforts 
by certain members toward the establishment of a sound management measure. 

Because Pacific bluefin tuna migrate throughout the North Pacific Ocean, conservation and management 
measures have to be introduced throughout the entire North Pacific Ocean in a timely and comprehensive 
manner.  This means that both WCPFC and IATTC need to take action.  In the western Pacific, the 
WCPFC introduced in 2009 its conservation and management measure (CMM2009-07), and it further 
strengthened the measure by introducing catch limits on juvenile fish last year (CMM2010-04). 

The International Science Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species (ISC) has already provided 
conservation advice that the current fishing mortality be decreased below the 2002-2004 levels, 
particularly on juveniles (age 0-3).  The IATTC Staff and the Scientific Advisory Committee also 
presented clear advice that in 2011-2012, the annual catches of Pacific bluefin tuna in the IATTC 
Convention Area by the commercial vessels of each member should not exceed the average annual level 
of such catches during 1994-2007.  It is essential that IATTC take timely action to ensure concurrent and 
consistent management measures throughout the Pacific, based on this advice. 

Thus, it is very unfortunate that in the eastern Pacific, the IATTC has yet to adopt any management 
measure on the Pacific bluefin tuna.  Since the recent proposal within CITES to list  Atlantic bluefin tuna, 
bluefin tuna has been subject to the strong attention of the international community.  The consecutive 
failures by the IATTC to introduce a sound management measure for Pacific bluefin tuna will not only 
decrease its viability but also significantly undermine the effectiveness of the WCPFC conservation and 
management measure. 

During the 82nd IATTC meeting this week, a number of members showed their strong support for the 
joint draft proposal (IATTC-82-O1) which had been formulated based on the recommendations of the 
IATTC staff, while providing flexibility on implementation by fishing members. 

However, Commission Members once again failed to reach consensus on measures based on the scientific 
advice, again resulting in a complete absence of internationally-agreed conservation and management 
measures for Pacific Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

Japan, the United States, the European Union, China, Chinese Taipei and Korea have a grave concern that 
the prolonged absence of management measures of Pacific bluefin tuna in the eastern Pacific will result in 
detrimental impacts to this important stock.  Under such circumstances, we will continue to work through 
the Commission and also explore any other mechanisms that can contribute to the sustainability of this 
stock. 

 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 139 

Appendix 5a. 
 

MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION (MOC) ON THE CROSS-ENDORSEMENT OF 
WCPFC AND IATTC APPROVED OBSERVERS WHEN OBSERVING ON THE HIGH 

SEAS OF THE CONVENTION AREAS OF BOTH ORGANIZATIONS 
between 

THE COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF HIGHLY 
MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS IN THE WESTERN AND CENTRAL PACIFIC OCEAN 

and 
THE INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

 
The Commission for the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western 
and Central Pacific Ocean (WCPFC) and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

UNDERSTANDING the value of undertaking cooperative efforts to facilitate the operation of vessels that 
fish in both Convention Areas during the same fishing trip; 

CONSIDERING the Memorandum of Understanding between WCPFC and IATTC signed in 2006 and 
the Memorandum of Cooperation signed in 2009; 

CONFIRM the following conditions for the cross-endorsement of approved observers to operate on 
authorized vessels that undertake fishing operations in the convention areas of both organizations: 

1. The IATTC and the WCPFC recognize the importance of facilitating mutual cooperative participation 
among the members of both Commissions. 

2. The IATTC and the WCPFC recognize that their respective observer programs meet the standards of 
both Commissions by collecting accurate data on fishing activities essential to the conservation and 
management of the fish stocks covered by their respective Conventions. 

3. Vessels with observers may fish in the IATTC Convention Area only if they are included on the 
IATTC Regional Vessel Register, or may fish in the WCPFC Convention Area only if they are 
included on the WCPFC Record of Fishing Vessels. 

4. Cross-endorsement for an observer will be given only when the IATTC and WCPFC Secretariats 
agree that the observer has met the necessary training requirements for operating on vessels that fish 
on the high seas in both Convention Areas and such requirements will be of the same standard. 

5. It is understood that the relevant data and information requirements of each Commission will be met 
by the cross-endorsed observers when the vessel in question is in the high seas in the respective 
Convention Areas. 

6. All data and information collected by observers operating on trips that extend into the high seas of the 
Convention Area of the other organization will be provided to both the IATTC and WCPFC 
Secretariats, in accordance with procedures for the respective Commission and will be considered to 
be held by the respective Commission. 

7. Each Secretariat will identify the data and information required for its Commission and will ensure 
that observers will be able to meet all such requirements with respect to vessels fishing within the 
high seas in that Commission’s Convention Area. 

8. Data and information collected by an observer cross-endorsed by the IATTC and WCPFC 
Secretariats may be used for compliance purposes and in legal proceedings. 

9. The Secretariats may assist in facilitating the training of observers that meet crossendorsement 
requirements, with a view towards developing a core group of observers who may be assigned to 
vessels operating on the high seas in both Convention Areas to meet the requirements of both IATTC 



 

IATTC-82 Minutes  Jul 2011 140 

and WCPFC with respect to observers. 

10. The provisions of this MOC may also apply to specified areas of either organisation which are not 
high seas, in accordance with relevant approval procedures of each Commission, and when so advised 
by the Secretariat of the relevant Commission to the other Secretariat that the coastal CCM/CPC in 
question has requested use of cross-endorsed observers. 

11. Cross-endorsement for an observer by the IATTC and WCPFC Secretariats does not affect the 
application of domestic legislation and procedures of coastal CCM/CPC of either organisation. 

12. An observer cross-endorsed by the IATTC and WCPFC remains under the control of the respective 
national or subregional observer programme and will be made available to fulfil duties in the IATTC 
Convention Area subject to approval of such programmes. Unless agreed otherwise by such 
programmes, this MOC does not create any obligation on cross-endorsed observers or programmes. 

13. This MOC is subject to periodic review, and may be modified as agreed by both Commissions. Either 
Commission may terminate this MOC with three months’ notice of such intention to the other 
Commission. 

 

 
Signed on behalf of the WCPFC and the IATTC: 
 
 
 
Chairman, WCPFC        Director, IATTC 
 
 
 
Date: Date 
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Appendix 5b. 
 
 

IATTC DRAFT RULES OF PROCEDURE 
I. SCOPE OF APPLICATION 
1. Except as otherwise provided in the Convention or decided by the Commission, these Rules 

of Procedure shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to all subsidiary bodies of the Commission, in-
cluding the Scientific Advisory Committee and the Committee for the Review of the Appli-
cation of Measures Adopted by the Commission.  

II. REPRESENTATION 
2. Each Member shall communicate to the Director, as soon as possible, the names of its Com-

missioners, as well as the contact points who shall have primary responsibility for corre-
spondence with the Secretariat. Any change and replacement shall be immediately communi-
cated to the Director. 

3. Before any meeting of the Commission each Member shall communicate to the Director the 
names of the delegates, experts and advisers that it has appointed pursuant to art. VI.2 of the 
Convention.  

III. MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION 
4. Pursuant to art. VIII.1 of the Convention, the Commission shall meet at least once per calen-

dar year.  The date and place of the meeting shall be decided by the Commission. 

5. The announcement of an ordinary meeting shall be communicated by the Director to all the 
Members and to all the non-Parties and intergovernmental organizations invited by the 
Commission as observers to the meeting, pursuant to Annex 2 paragraph 1 to the Convention, 
normally at least ninety (90) days in advance of the date fixed for the meeting. This an-
nouncement shall also be posted on the website of the Commission as soon as possible. 

6. Pursuant to art. VIII.2 of the Convention, an extraordinary meeting may be convened at any 
time. The date and place of an extraordinary meeting shall be those that the Commission de-
termines. 

7. The announcement of an extraordinary meeting shall be communicated by the Director to all 
the Members and to all the non-Parties and intergovernmental organizations invited by the 
Commission as observers to the meeting, , pursuant to Annex 2 paragraph 1 to the Conven-
tion, normally at least forty-five (45) days in advance of the date fixed for the meeting. This 
announcement shall also be posted on the website of the Commission as soon as possible. 

8. The Director, in consultation with the Chair, shall draw up an agenda for ordinary or extraor-
dinary meetings, and shall circulate it to the Members together with a communication of the 
announcement of the meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies.  The agenda 
should normally be circulated at least sixty (60) days in advance of the date fixed for the or-
dinary meeting and thirty (30) days in advance of the date fixed for the extraordinary meet-
ing. 

9. Any member of the Commission may, at least forty-five (45) days before the date fixed for 
the opening of the ordinary meeting, or twenty-five (25) days in case of an extraordinary 
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meeting, request the inclusion of supplementary items in the provisional agenda. A request of 
supplementary items in the provisional agenda shall be accompanied by a memorandum and 
any relevant documents on the proposed supplementary item. Such items shall be communi-
cated to all Members and Cooperating non-Members of the Commission (hereinafter referred 
to as “CPCs”) at least thirty (30) days before the opening of the ordinary meeting and twenty 
(20) days before the opening of the extraordinary meeting.  

10. The Commission shall appoint a rapporteur from one of the Members at the beginning of 
each meeting in order to assist the Chair in the production of a meeting report. 

11. The meeting of the Commission shall be held at the headquarters of the Commission unless it 
decides otherwise. 

IV. POSTING AND CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS AND SUBMISSION OF 
PROPOSALS 
12.  For the submission of proposals Members shall use the agreed templates which shall be 

posted on the Commission website. 

13. If a draft proposal is either an amendment to an existing resolution or recommendation, or an 
amendment to a previous proposal by the same proponent, it shall be submitted and circulat-
ed in both a clean version and a track change version.  

14. All background documents to be prepared by the Director for the next ordinary meeting shall 
be posted on the Commission’s website and circulated among all CPCs and observers at least 
forty-five (45) days in advance of the meeting unless otherwise decided by the Commission.  
These documents shall include, inter alia, the report of the Scientific Advisory Committee, 
the staff conservation recommendations, the compliance report, the at-sea transhipment re-
ports, the draft annual budget, and the auditor’s report.   

15. Any proposal or other relevant document to be discussed at a meeting shall be submitted to 
the Director not less than twenty-one (21) days before the opening of the meeting. These 
shall be posted on the Commission website immediately in their original language. The Di-
rector shall translate and circulate proposals to all CPCs at the latest ten (10) days before the 
beginning of the meeting. 

V. OBSERVERS 
16. Participation of observers is governed by the provisions of Annex 2 to the Convention. Un-

less otherwise decided by the Commission, observers other than NGOs cannot attend meet-
ings held in executive session and the meetings of Heads of Delegations. 

VI. CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
17. At the end of each of its meetings the Commission shall elect individuals to serve as Chair 

and Vice-Chair. These individuals shall be from different Parties unless the Commission de-
cides otherwise. The Chair and Vice-Chair shall remain in office for a period of one year.  
The Chair and Vice-Chair may be re-elected unless they are no longer able to carry out their 
respective functions or their successors are elected.  If the Commission is not able to elect a 
Chair and/or a Vice-Chair, the host Member (the Member that will host the annual meeting in 
that year) shall provide the Chair and the previous host Member the Vice-Chair. 

18. The duties of the Chair are to be exercised both during the meeting and during the interses-
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sional period. These are to: 

a. declare the opening and the closing of the meeting; 

b. preside  over the meetings of the Commission; 

c. Decide on all questions of order that may arise at the meetings of the Commission. 
However, delegates may request that any decision by the Chair be submitted to the 
Commission for approval or rejection. 

d. Encourage and facilitate  consensus on matters under consideration at the meetings of 
the Commission. 

e. Act in representation of the Commission in accordance with the tasks that the Com-
mission may assign. 

f. In general, carry out such functions as the Commission may assign. 

19. If the Chair is unable to carry out its functions at any time, the Vice Chair shall act as Chair 
until such time as the Chair is able to resume carrying out its functions or a new Chair is 
elected. If neither the Chair nor the Vice-Chair are able to carry out their functions, the host 
Member shall provide a Chair and the previous host Member a Vice-Chair. 

VII. DIRECTOR 
20. The Commission shall establish criteria and procedures to appoint a Director, whose compe-

tence in the field of the Convention is established and generally recognized, in particular in 
its scientific, technical and administrative aspects.  In the appointment of the Director, the 
views of the Members shall be expressed through a secret ballot should one of the Members 
so request.  

21. The terms and functions of the Director shall be pursuant to art. XII of the Convention. 

VIII. INTERSESSIONAL DECISION-MAKING 
22. Without prejudice to the provisions of Article IX of the Convention,  where a decision cannot 

be deferred until the next meeting of the Commission, a matter may be decided during the 
period between meetings electronically (e.g. email, secure website).  Matters to be decided 
under this section shall not include those in paragraph 2 and 3 of Article IX of the Conven-
tion.  

23. The Chair, on his or her initiative, the Director, or at the request of at least three (3) members 
of the Commission that have made a proposal, may move for adoption without delay of such 
proposal by intersessional decision.  In doing so, the Chair, in consultation with the Vice-
Chair, shall determine the necessity of considering the proposal intersessionally. 

24. Where the Chair determines that it is not necessary to consider the proposal intersessionally, 
the Chair shall promptly notify the members referred in paragraph 23 of such determination 
and the reasons. Within ten (10) days of the notification, the members may request an in-
tersessional decision on the Chair’s determination.  

25. Where the Chair determines that it is necessary to consider the proposal intersessionally, the 
Chair shall promptly transmit to all members of the Commission: 

a. The proposal, including any explanatory note, 
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b. The determination made by the Chair under this paragraph, and 

c. A request for an intersessional decision. 

26. Members shall promptly acknowledge receipt of the transmittal under paragraph 29.  If no 
acknowledgment is received within seven (7) days of the date of transmittal, the Director 
shall retransmit the transmittal, using all additional means available to ensure that the trans-
mittal has been received.  Confirmation by the Director that the transmittal has been received 
shall be deemed conclusive regarding the participation of the member in the decision-making 
process. 

27. Members shall respond within thirty (30) days of the date of the initial transmittal,if they do 
not agree with the proposal, or if they require additional time to consider the matter.  If a 
member of the Commission requests additional time for consideration, a further fifteen (15) 
days shall be allowed from the expiration of the initial thirty (30) day period.  No additional 
extensions of time beyond one fifteen (15) day extension will be permitted.  In the event of 
such an extension, the Director shall inform all members of the final date by which responses 
must be received. 

28. If no reply from a member is received within thirty (30) days of transmittal, or by the extend-
ed deadline specified by the Director in the event of a fifteen (15) day extension to consider 
the proposal, that member shall be deemed to have joined the consensus, as long as the Di-
rector has confirmed receipt of the transmittal by that member pursuant to paragraph 27. 

29. The result of a decision taken by intersessional decision-making shall be ascertained by the 
Director at the end of the decision-making period and promptly notified to all members.  If 
any explanations of positions are received, these shall also be transmitted to all members. 

30. Proposals adopted intersessionally shall become effective for all CPCs pursuant to Article IX 
of the Convention.   

31. Proposals transmitted for intersessional decision-making shall not be subject to amendment 
during the decision-making period. 

32. A proposal that has been rejected by intersessional decision for any reason shall not be re-
considered until the following meeting of the Commission.  

IX. COMMITTEE FOR THE REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF MEASURES 
ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION 
33. The functions, rules and procedures of the Committee shall be those established in Article X 

and Annex 3 of the Convention. 

34. The Committee shall elect an individual from among the [Members] [Parties, unless other-
wise decided by the Commission], as Chair, who shall serve for a term of two years and may 
be re-elected.  

X. SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
35. The functions, rules and procedures of the Committee shall be those established in Article XI 

and Annex 4 of the Convention.  

36. The Director shall serve as Chair of the Committee pursuant to article XI paragraph 6 of the 
Convention..  
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37. The Scientific Advisory Committee may consider documents submitted by individuals and 
entities other than CPCs and Observers. 

XI. OTHER SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
38. Subsidiary bodies shall hold their meetings with the frequency and at the date and place that 

the Commission may determine..  

39. In the case of a request or recommendation for an intersessional meeting, the Director will 
consult the Commission pursuant to section VIII of these rules of procedure. 

40. Each subsidiary body shall elect its own Chair. 

XII. REPORTS AND MINUTES 
41. The Director shall prepare an annual report of the activities of the Commission during the 

previous year and circulate it among Members at least forty-five (45) before the ordinary 
meeting. 

42. The draft report of the Commission shall include all decisions adopted by the Commission.  

43. The draft reports of the meetings of the Commission, its Committees and other subsidiary 
bodies, shall be transmitted within fourteen (14) days after the end of the meeting by the Di-
rector, in coordination with the Chair of the Commission and of the respective Committee or 
other subsidiary bodies, to all CPCs for their comments. 

44. Any comments shall be submitted no later than fourteen (14) days from the reception of the 
draft report. The Director, in coordination with the Chair of the meeting, shall make every ef-
fort to reflect these comments and send the revised version of the report within fourteen (14) 
days for final endorsement. If there are still any outstanding issues, the Director will consult 
with the concerned CPCs to resolve the issue and prepare a revised report which will be the 
final draft. 

45.  The final draft shall be submitted for approval to the Commission through intersessional de-
cision-making. 

46. The final reports of the Commission, Committees and other subsidiary bodies shall be sent 
electronically to all CPCs and published on the Commission’s website. 

XIII. DOCUMENTS 
47. Upon request, the Commission shall provide to any CPC copies of any documents pertaining 

to the Commission.  The Director shall consider electric means of distributing documents to 
save cost and paper. 

48. Reports and statistics of individual fisheries production and details of the operations that 
companies individually provide to the Commission or its staff shall be considered as confi-
dential and treated in accordance with rules on confidentiality established by the Commis-
sion. 

XIV. AMENDMENTS 
49. These Rules of Procedure may be amended as deemed necessary by the Commission, and in 

accordance with Article IX of the Convention and/or Section VIII of these Rules of Proce-
dure. 
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XV. LANGUAGES 
50. English or Spanish may be used during meetings of the Commission and simultaneous inter-

pretation and translation into the other language will be provided. The reports, minutes, offi-
cial documents, and official publications of the Commission shall be in both languages. Offi-
cial correspondence of the Commission, communications, or documents formulated by the 
CPCs should be circulated in both languages to the extent practicable and taking into account 
budgetary constraints. 

XVI APPLICABILITY 
51. These Rules of Procedures replace those adopted by the Commission at its 4th meeting on Au-

gust 13, 1952, as amended. 
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Appendix 5c 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

COMMITTEE FOR THE REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF 
MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION  

2ND MEETING 

La Jolla, California (USA) 
29-30 June 2011; 09:00  

RECOMMENDATIONS12 

1. Rules of Procedure – The Committee recommended that the Commission consider adopting a 
comprehensive set of Rules of Procedure that could apply for meetings of the Commission and, 
mutatis mutandis, its subsidiary bodies. 

2. Administrative and Procedural matters – The Committee recommended that the Commission 
consider the following items:   

a. That where available vessel flags and names be reported in the presentation of the annual 
compliance report; 

b. That where possible both the national and the IATTC observer data be reflected in the annual 
compliance report, or that the report indicate where such data is not fully included; and 

c. That the annual compliance report include information on implementation of and compliance 
with the IUU listing and Longline Transshipment resolutions. 

3. National Observer Programs – The Committee recommended that the Members with national 
observer programs consult with the Secretariat regarding the possibility and usefulness of convening a 
meeting of the national and IATTC observer programs to address the timeliness of data exchange and 
other administrative matters. 

4. Shark Resolutions – the Committee recommended that the Commission review and consider 
amending the resolutions addressing sharks in order to clarify the Commission’s intent regarding 
retention and other matters that have resulted in some inconsistencies and difficulties in 
implementation at the national level.   

5. National Reporting Format – The Committee recommended that the Commission consider 
establishing a format for national reporting on implementationand compliance, considering a possible 
consolidation of the Secretariat’s paper COR-02-09 and the proposal form the EU and Japan.  In so 
doing, the Commission can also examine the development of a format for data reporting as required 
by the Commission’s resolutions. 

6. IATTC IUU List - The Committee made the following recommendations: 

                                                 
12 Reflection of full discussions will be included in Chair’s Report and/or Minutes 
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a. That the vessel Mar Cantábrico (BOL) be added to the IUU list; and 

b. That the following vessels be deleted from the IUU list: 

i) Caribbean Star 31 (COL)   
ii) Permata (IDN) 
iii) Permata 102 (IDN) 
iv) Permata 138 (IDN), and 
v) Mutiara 28 (IDN) 

 
7. Cooperating Non-Members – The Committee recommended that Cook Islands be granted 

Cooperating Non-Member status, and be reminded by the Commission of the requirements and 
deadlines for that status. 

8. Relationship of Non-Cooperating Non-Members to the IATTC – The Committee recommends 
that the Commission consider the proposal of Japan regarding the removal of non-cooperating non-
Members from the IATTC Regional Vessel Register, per the decisions of the Commission in the 
resolution establishing the Register and taking into account the aspects of procedure and due process 
raised by a number of Member delegations with regard to such an action 

9. Venezuelan Vessels – the Committee recommended that the Commission reflect in the minutes of the 
meeting of the committee that the Committee received the report of Venezuela characterizing the 
circumstances of the three vessels included in section 2.4.1 of the compliance report COR-02-07 and 
the discussion that followed.  The Committee also recommends that the Commission recognize that 
until it establishes a general procedure for exemptions or exceptions to the conservation and 
management measures it adopts or has adopted, such exemptions or exceptions are not provided for 
and requests for or use of exemptions or exceptions should not be considered. 

10. Improved data reporting – The Committee recommends that the Commission review the data 
reporting requirements established in its measures and improve and strengthen the requirements 
regarding data reporting from all gear types for all species covered by the Convention, with emphasis 
on reporting from longline fisheries, in particular smaller longline vessels. 
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Appendix 5d 
 

IUU VESSEL LIST 
 

 IATTC vessel 
number Name Gear Flag 

1.  6525 Mar Cantabrico PS BOL 
2.  9435 Marta Lucia R. PS COL 
3.  14613 Neptune LL GEO 
4.  141 Bhineka LL IDN 
5.  5829 Hiroyoshi 17 LL IDN 
6.  5833 Jimmy Wijaya 35 LL IDN 
7.  5911 Permata 1 LL IDN 
8.  5813 Permata 2 LL IDN 
9.  5815 Permata 6 LL IDN 
10.  5907 Permata 8 LL IDN 
11.  12290 Bhaskara No. 10 LL UNK 
12.  12291 Bhaskara No. 9 LL UNK 
13.  9407 Camelot LL UNK 
14.  125 Chia Hao No. 66 LL UNK 
15.  6163 Dragon III LL UNK 
16.  6591 Goidau Ruey No. 1 LL UNK 
17.  9505 Jyi Lih 88 LL UNK 
18.  11369 Orca LL UNK 
19.  95 Reymar 6 LL UNK 
20.  9405 Ta Fu 1 LL UNK 
21.  13568 Tching Ye No. 6 LL UNK 
22.  129 Wen Teng No. 688 LL UNK 

 
 

Flag Description 

 

Gear Description 
UNK Unknown PS Purse seine 
COL Colombia LL Longline 
BOL Bolivia   
IDN Indonesia   
GEO Georgia   

 
 

http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=6525&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=9435&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=14613&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=141&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5829&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5833&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5911&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5813&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5815&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=5907&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=12290&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=12291&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=9407&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=125&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=6163&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=6591&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=9505&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=11369&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=95&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=9405&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=13568&Lang=es
http://www.iattc.org/VesselRegister/VesselDetails.aspx?VesNo=129&Lang=es

	Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
	82nd Meeting
	La Jolla, California (USA)
	4 – 8 July 2011
	AGENDA
	APPENDICES
	1.   Opening of the meeting
	2. Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman
	3. Adoption of the agenda
	4. Approval of the minutes of the 81st Meeting of the IATTC
	5. a) The fishery in 2010 and status of the tuna and billfish stocks
	b) Review of the Commission staff’s research
	c)  Staff conservation recommendations
	Yellowfin and bigeye tunas
	Bluefin tuna
	Sharks
	6. Report of the second meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee
	7. Reports of working groups:
	8. Resolutions
	8.1. Resolutions adopted
	8.2. Proposals not adopted
	9. Administrative issues
	10. Technical assistance to developing countries
	11. Recommended research program and budget for 2012 and 2013
	12. IATTC-WCPFC cooperation
	13. Meetings of the five tuna regional fisheries management organizations
	14. Review of the IATTC’s performance
	15. Resolution C-06-05, Trade Measures to Promote Compliance
	16. Amendment of Resolution C-05-07, IUU vessel list
	17. Scientific observers on longline vessels
	18. Size limit for inclusion of vessels in the IUU Vessel List
	19. Election of Chairs of Working Groups
	20. Other business
	21. Place and date of next meeting
	22. Adjournment
	Section 1. General Rules
	SECTION 2. PROGRAM TO MONITOR TRANSHIPMENTS AT SEA
	SECTION 3. RECORD OF VESSELS AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE TRANSHIPMENTS AT SEA IN THE Convention area
	SECTION 4. AT-SEA TRANSHIPMENT
	Section 5. General Provisions
	Annex 1
	Conditions relating to in-port transhipment by LSTFVs
	General
	Notification obligations
	Receiving vessel
	Landing State
	ANNEX 3
	IATTC REGIONAL OBSERVER PROGRAM
	Designation of the observers
	Obligations of the observer
	Obligations of the flag CPCs of carrier vessels
	Observer fees
	Annex 1
	IATTC tropical tunas (yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack) and swordfish catch certificate
	Annex 2
	IATTC tropical tunas and swordfish species re-export certificate
	Annex 3
	Period of reference: July 1 [2XXX] to June 30 [2XXX]
	1. Information extracted from TTCCs
	2. Information on cases under Part IV paragraph 19
	Committee for the review of implementation of measures adopted by the Commission
	2nd MEETING
	La Jolla, California (USA)
	29-30 June 2011; 09:00
	Recommendations11F

