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IAC Scientific Committee Fisheries Working Group follow up Resolution  
CIT-COP10-2022-R7: Reduction of the Adverse Impacts of Fisheries on sea 
turtles (updated at IAC COP10)

“ENCOURAGE all IAC Parties whose fisheries have interactions with sea 
turtles prioritize the following actions to monitor and mitigate sea turtle 
bycatch:”

-Make efforts to implement or improve the application of mitigation 
measures to reduce sea turtle incidental capture and mortality in fisheries, 
based on the best scientific information available in agreement with each 
country’s regulations in place. 

-Promote the establishment and evaluation of national programs for safe 
handling and release of bycaught sea turtles through capacity 
strengthening and training in the fishery sector based on the best practices 
to reduce the mortality of sea turtles. 

-Promote research to identify new techniques and/or measures to reduce 
sea turtle bycatch and post-capture mortality of sea turtles in different 
fishing gears.

CIT-COP10-2022-R7 Reducción de los Impactos Adversos de las 
Pesquerías en las Tortugas Marinas 

INSTAR a todos los Países Parte de la CIT cuyas pesquerías presentan 
interacciones con tortugas marinas, priorizar las siguientes acciones para 
monitorear y mitigar la captura incidental de tortugas marinas:

-Esforzarse por implementar medidas de mitigación, o mejorar su 
aplicación para reducir las capturas incidentales y mortalidad de 
tortugas marinas en las pesquerías, con base en la mejor información 
científica disponible y de acuerdo con la legislación vigente en 
cada país. 

-Propiciar el establecimiento y evaluación de programas nacionales de 
manipulación y  liberación de tortugas marinas capturadas 
incidentalmente en las pesquerías, mediante el fortalecimiento de 
capacidades y capacitación al sector pesquero, basado en las mejores 
prácticas de manejo para reducir la mortalidad de las tortugas marinas.

-Promover investigaciones para identificar nuevas técnicas y/o medidas 
para reducir la mortalidad post captura de tortugas marinas en los 
diferentes artes de pesca. 
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Manual for handling and release of sea turtles incidentally caught in fishing operations

• Purpose:  advice to IAC Parties to support the implementation of the IAC Resolution on Fisheries

• Manual: compiles information from  literature review 12+ manuals  that closely  align with IAC region and its fisheries – summarizes 
efforts from several experts.

• Use:  Manual to be used as a guide alongside capacity development hands on training with  fishers 

• Voluntary implementation and consultation material for IAC  and CPPS members 

• 7 Chapters:

❑ IDENTIFICATION OF SEA TURTLE SPECIES

❑ FISHING GEAR WITH WHICH SEA TURTLES HAVE INTERACTIONS

• Gillnets.

• Trawl Nets.

• Purse Seine Nets.

• Longline.

❑ SAFETY MEASURES FOR THE CREW DURING THE HANDLING AND RELEASE OF SEA TURTLES

❑ HANDLING AND RELEASE OF SEA TURTLES

❑  EQUIPMENT AND METHODS TO REMOVE FISHING GEAR FROM INCIDENTALLY CAUGHT TURTLES 

❑ REGISTRATION OF DATA AND REPORT INTERACTIONS 

❑ BYCATCH REDUCTION  METHODS

• LED lights

• Soak time changes

• TED

• Circle hooks

• Fish bait

• Deep setting

• Collaborative Project between IAC and CPPS, Funding provided by USFWS and GIZ Save the Blue Five Project for graphic design and 
translation ESP/ ENG.

Next steps: Translation to English and one more round of review for minor edits
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Chapter 1: ID – Sea Turtle species
Chapter 2: Fishing gear 
Chapter 3: Safety equipment 

Material en 

Borrador no para 

compartir 

Draft not ready to 

share
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Chapter 4: Handling and release of sea turtles 
Chapter 5: Equipment to remove fishing gear from sea turtle and safe handling 

Material en Borrador no 

para compartir 

Draft not ready to share 

outside the meeting 
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CHAPTER 6: Information collection and reporting
CHAPTER 7: Incidental catch reduction

Material en Borrador no 

para compartir 

Draft not ready to share 

outside the meeting 



• Traducción a idioma Inglés/ Translation English 

• Última ronda de revisión editorial menor en idioma Inglés/ Final 
review text in english

• Diagramación en idioma Inglés  / Graphic design

• Adopción de los Puntos Focales de la CIT/ IAC Focal Points
adoption

• Promover el uso del manual de la mano de talleres con sector 
pesquero / Promote use of manual with hands on workshops
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Siguientes pasos/ Next  steps 

Thank you/ Gracias 
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IAC Scientific Committee Fisheries Working Group follow up Resolution  CIT-COP10-2022-R7: Reduction of the Adverse Impacts of 
Fisheries on sea turtles (updated at IAC COP10)

“ENCOURAGE all IAC Parties whose fisheries have interactions with sea turtles prioritize the following actions to monitor and 
mitigate sea turtle bycatch:”

-Make efforts to implement or improve the application of mitigation measures to reduce sea turtle incidental capture and 
mortality in fisheries, based on the best scientific information available in agreement with each country’s regulations in place. 

-Promote the establishment and evaluation of national programs for safe handling and release of bycaught sea turtles 
through capacity strengthening and training in the fishery sector based on the best practices to reduce the mortality of sea 
turtles. 

-Promote research to identify new techniques and/or measures to reduce sea turtle bycatch and post-capture mortality of 
sea turtles in different fishing gears.
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Hawksbill
E. imbricata

Loggerhead
Caretta caretta

Leatherback 
Dermochelys coriacea
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