
 

MOP-31 Minutes  1 

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM 

31st MEETING OF THE PARTIES 

Guayaquil, Ecuador 
23 June 2015  

AGENDA 

  Documents 
1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Election of Chairman  
3.  Adoption of the agenda  
4.  Approval of the minutes of the 30th Meeting of the Parties  
5.  Secretariat’s preliminary report on the IDCP  
6.  AIDCP budget  MOP-31-06 
7.  Report of the Working Group to promote and publicize the 

AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna Certification System 
 

8.  Report of the International Review Panel  
9.  Other business  

10.  Place and date of next meeting  
11.  Adjournment  

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 
2. Report of the Chairman of the Working Group for promoting and publicizing the AIDCP dolphin 

safe certification system 
3. Report of the Coordinator of the 57th Meeting of the IRP 
4.  Amendment to the Tuna Tracking and Verification System 

The 31st Meeting of the Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program 
(AIDCP) was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on 23 June 2015. The list of attendees is attached as Appendix 
1.  

1. Opening of the meeting  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC), which provides de Secretariat for the AIDCP. 

2. Election of Chairman  

Mr. Julio Guevara, of Nicaragua, was elected Chairman of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was adopted without any changes. 
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4. Approval of the minutes of the 30th Meeting of the Parties  

The minutes of the 30th Meeting of the Parties were approved without any changes. 

5. Secretariat’s preliminary report on the IDCP  

Mr. Ernesto Altamirano, of the Secretariat, presented information about the operation of the IDCP in 
2014, noting that 11,382 sets on dolphins were recorded, with a total mortality of 975 dolphins, or an 
average of 0.08 dolphins per set. One hundred percent of the trips by large purse-seine vessels were 
sampled, in accordance with the requirements of the AIDCP. Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) were 
granted to 83 vessels that requested them, with an average DML of 59.03 dolphins. No vessel exceeded 
its DML in 2014. 

In response to a question by the European Union, it was agreed that in the future the reasons for the 
variations among vessels in their performance with regard to dolphin mortality would be investigated in 
greater depth. 

6. AIDCP budget  

Ms. Nora Roa Wade, of the Secretariat, presented Document MOP-31-06 on the AIDCP budget. She 
noted that the Secretariat was asking the Parties to approve an increase of the vessel assessment rate from 
US$ 14.95 to US$ 17.61/m3, which would cover the budget for 2016 and should prevent significant 
budget shortfalls for at least a few years, assuming relative stability in the purse-seine fleet. The document 
also asked Parties again to link the annual vessel assessment to the amount of the approved budget for a 
given year. The Secretariat had provided an example of how this system could be implemented at the 30th 
Meeting of the Parties, and many Parties had expressed support for such an approach as a way to improve 
the financial stability of the AIDCP and avoid the accumulation of large deficits.  

Venezuela asked about the increase of more than 200% in the costs of training observers and about the 
vessels that had not paid, and stated that the amount corresponding to those payments in arrears should be 
presented as accounts receivable. The Secretariat answered that there are US$ 351,181 outstanding in 
pending vessel assessments, and that unbudgeted observer training courses were held because there were 
not enough active observers to cover the needs of the program. 

Various delegations indicated that pressure should be put on the vessels in arrears in order to get them to 
pay. The Secretariat noted that the AIDCP establishes that it is the Parties’ obligation to collect the 
contributions from its vessels, and thus it should be the Parties themselves that should apply that pressure. 

The European Union asked why, if the approved budget has been held at the same level for several years, 
without any increase, was there an annual variation in the amount of the 30% contribution from the 
IATTC budget. The Secretariat responded that the variation was a result of the fact that the amount of that 
30% contribution was calculated at the end of the year on the basis of real costs, and not on the basis of 
the amount of the approved budget. 

The European Union reiterated its inability to approve any budget increase until the review of the IATTC 
and AIDCP was carried out in accordance with Resolution C-14-09. They noted their commitment to 
contribute € 100,000 for this exercise, and indicated that, unless other Parties could also consider special 
contributions for this effort, any costs for the review beyond that amount should be covered by the IATTC 
and AIDCP budgets.  

Dr. Compeán stated that the virtual working group created to coordinate the performance review should 
be responsible for informing the Parties. He noted that he had sent a memorandum to the Members of the 
IATTC and the Parties to the AIDCP inviting their participation in virtual working group, but received 
replies from only five Members or Parties: the European Union, Japan, Chinese Taipei, Mexico, and 
Canada. He also reported that a notice seeking bids for conducting the review had been posted on the 
IATTC website, and notices had been sent to FAO and other relevant bodies as well. However, to date 
only one bid had been received. Finally, Dr. Compean noted that if it were agreed that the IATTC should 
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cover the remainder of the estimated costs, the corresponding amount should be added to the IATTC's 
annual budget. 

Several days later, after the issue of the organizational evaluation and been addressed in the context of the 
IATTC, the Meeting of the Parties reconvened and the European Union withdrew its objection to 
increasing the AIDCP budget and vessel assessment rate.  However, Ecuador stated that it could not 
accept any increase in the AIDCP budget. 

In response to a question from the Chairman on how the program would operate if the requested increase 
were not approved, Dr. Compeán explained that, once the approved funds were exhausted, observers 
would no longer be placed during the rest of the year. This hypothetical result could be mitigated by the 
payment of the assessments in arrears. Mexico requested that, if the extreme situation of suspending the 
placement of observers became necessary, the requests of Parties that had paid their contributions should 
be given preference over requests from Parties in arrears.  

Further discussion of this issue was deferred to the 32nd Meeting of the Parties, planned for October 2015.  

7. Report of the Working Group to promote and publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna 
Certification System  

Mr. Bernal Chavarría, Chairman of the Working Group, presented his report (Appendix 2), noting that the 
group recommended to the Meeting of the Parties that the materials approved for publicizing the AIDCP - 
a video, a pamphlet and an educational module – should be published on the  public portion of the IATTC 
website. Also, the Working Group urged the Parties to use these materials in their own efforts to publicize 
the AIDCP on their official webpages, through outreach to schools, and at fisheries and trade events.  
Additionally, the Working Group recommended that Parties authorize the Director and the IATTC staff to 
attend fisheries and trade fairs in support of promotion efforts. The United States did not object, but 
stressed that the costs of any promotional trip by the Director or Secretariat staff should be covered by 
external funding and not by the AIDCP budget. The Parties approved this recommendation.  

Mr. Chavarría reported that Mexico made a presentation on the current situation of the litigation between 
Mexico and the United States before the World Trade Organization (WTO), and that the WTO Panel had 
most recently ruled in favor of Mexico in April 2015.The Panel’s decision is currently under appeal, with 
hearings expected in late July 2015 and subsequent decision of the WTO Appellate Body later this fall. 
The United States reiterated that the litigation is in an appeal process. 

8. Report of the International Review Panel  

Mr. William Jacobson, Coordinator of the 57th meeting of the IRP, presented his report (Appendix 3), 
indicating that the Panel had decided to make the following two recommendations: 

1. That the Meeting of the Parties approve a proposed amendment to paragraph 3.6 the Tuna Tracking 
and Verification System (Appendix 4) that would extend the deadline for submitting Tuna Tracking 
Forms (TTFs), to be more in line with AIDCP procedures for certifying dolphin safe tuna and to 
reduce the cost of sending TTFs individually.  

2. That the Meeting of the Parties consider the request by Panama to reinstate a captain who was 
removed from the List of Qualified Captains twice, and therefore needs the approval of the Meeting 
of the Parties to be reinstated.  

The Parties approved both recommendations.  

9. Other business  

The European Union proposed reducing the frequency of the meetings of the AIDCP from two a year to 
one, for which Annex IV of the AIDCP would need to be amended. 

Mexico indicated that a document should be prepared identifying the advantages and disadvantages of 
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holding only one set of annual meetings. Nicaragua asked that this document should present not only the 
possible savings that could be realized, but also the possible consequences for the effective functioning of 
the Agreement. It was concluded that the European Union would prepare a document, in consultation 
with the Secretariat, to be circulated to the Parties in advance of their 32nd Meeting. 

10. Place and date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Parties will be held in October 2015 in La Jolla, California (USA).  

11. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM on 2 July 2015.  
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Appendix 1. 
ASISTENTES  -   ATTENDEES  

MIEMBROS - MEMBERS 

BOLIVIA 
MARCO ARENAS* 
Dirección General de Intereses Marítimos de Bolivia 
intermar@mindef.gob.bo 

HECTOR BEJAR 
Unidad Boliviana de Pesca Marítima 
pescamar@mindef.gob.bo 

COLOMBIA 
MARÍA ISABEL CASTAÑEDA* 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
maria.castaneda@cancilleria.gov.co   
LUISA MALDONADO 
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
luisa.maldonado@aunap.gov.co 

ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 
Programa Nacional de Observadores 
edelavega@pescalimpia.org  
 

COSTA RICA 
ANTONIO PORRAS* 
INCOPESCA/Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura   
aporras@incopesca.go.cr 

 

ECUADOR 
PILAR PROAÑO* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
pproano@agricultura.gob.ec 
VICTOR ALCIVAR 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
 victor.alcivar@pesca.gob.ec 
REBECA ESPINOZA 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca  
rebeca.espinoza@pesca.gob.ec  
ANDRÉS JARRE 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca  
andres.jarre@pesca.gob.ec  
OSWALDO VELEZ 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca  
oswaldo.velez@pesca.gob.ec 
JOSÉ GARCÍA 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 
jlgarcia@institutopesca.gob.ec 

EDWIN MONCAYO 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 
direccion_inp@institutopesca.gob.ec 
LUIS TORRES 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros     
luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec  
RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 
FRANKLIN ORMAZA 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
franklinormaza@yahoo.com 
LUIGI BENINCASA 
ATUNEC/Asociación de Atuneros del Ecuador 
info@atunec.com.ec  
RAMÓN MONTAÑO 
Privado  
montanocruzramon@gmail.com 

EL SALVADOR 
ANA GALDAMÉZ* 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
ana.galdamez@mag.gob.sv    

  

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA – UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
BARRY THOM*  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
barry.thom@noaa.gov  
MICHAEL BRAKKE 
U.S. Department of State 
BrakkeMT@state.gov  
DAVID HOGAN 
U.S. Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 
JUDSON FEDER 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Services   
judson.feder@noaa.gov    
CHARLES GREEN 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
charles.green@noaa.gov 

WILLIAM JACOBSON 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 
KRISTIN RUSELLO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
kristin.rusello@noaa.gov 
JEREMY RUSIN  
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov  
MARTINA SAGAPOLU 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
martina.sagapolu@noaa.gov 
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GUATEMALA 
CARLOS MARÍN* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
cfmarin1058@gmail.com 

BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
OSPESCA 
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com 

MÉXICO - MEXICO 
LUIS FLEISCHER* 
Embassy of Mexico 
lfleischer21@hotmail.com  
MARTHA ESTRADA 
CONAPESCA/Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
mestradaj@conapesca.gob.mx  

MICHEL DREYFUS 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx 
MARK ROBERTSON 
Potomac Global Advisors 
mrobertson@potomacglobal.com 

NICARAGUA 
JULIO GUEVARA* 
INATUN/Industrial Atunera de Nicaragua 
juliocgp@hotmail.com   

  

PANAMÁ - PANAMA 
RAÚL DELGADO* 
ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa 

GINA VERGARA 
Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
gvergarab@amp.gob.pa 

PERÚ - PERU 
JOSÉ ALLEMANT* 
Ministerio de la Producción 
jallemant@produce.gob.pe 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS 
Instituto del Mar del Perú 
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 
DANIEL COLLACHAGUA 
Ministerio de la Producción 
dcollachagua@produce.gob.pe 

OMAR RÍOS 
Ministerio de la Producción 
orios@produce.gob.pe 
MILAGROS FRANCO 
Instituto del Mar del Perú 
mfranco@imarpe.gob.pe 
 

 

UNIÓN EUROPEA – EUROPEAN UNION  
ANGELA MARTINI* 
European Commission  
angela.martini@ec.europa.eu  
LUIS MOLLEDO 
European Commission 
luis.molledo@ec.europa.eu  

ANTONIO LIZCANO 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentación y Medio Ambiente 
alizcano@magrama.es  
JAVIER ARÍZ 
Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

VENEZUELA 
LILLO MANISCALCHI* 
AVATUN/ Asociación Venezolana de Armadores Atuneros 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com  

  

ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES – INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
OSPESCA 
bchavarria@lsg-cr.com  

 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
CRISTOBEL BLOCK  
Humane Society International 
kblock@hsi.org  

  

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 
gcompean@iattc.org 
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org  

JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
NORA ROA-WADE 
nwade@iattc.org 
ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 
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RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
ERICK LARGACHA 
elargacha@iattc.org 
NILO PÉREZ 
nperez@iattc.org 

NICHOLAS WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
BRAD WILEY 
bwiley@iattc.org 

 
 
 
 
Appendix 2. 

INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

WORKING GROUP TO PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE THE 
AIDCP DOLPHIN-SAFE TUNA CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

22ND MEETING 
Guayaquil, Ecuador  

22 June 2015 

REPORT OF THE MEETING 
AGENDA 

1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Adoption of the agenda  
3.  Approval of the minutes of the 21st meeting  
4.  Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna DSP-22-04 
5.  Recommendations to the Meeting of the Parties  
6.  Other business  
7.  Date and place of next meeting  
8.  Adjournment  

The 22nd Meeting of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin-Safe Tuna 
Certification System was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on 22 June 2015. The attendees are listed in 
Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

The meeting was opened by the Chair of the Working Group, Dr. Bernal Chavarría, delegate of 
Guatemala.  

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was approved without changes, with the introduction, at Mexico's request, of an informational 
item under item 6, Other Business, about the state of the process initiated at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) regarding the AIDCP dolphin-safe label. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 21st meeting  

The minutes of the 21st Meeting of the Working Group were approved without changes. 

4. Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna  

Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, presented Document 
DSP-22-04, which details the availability of the material approved for utilization by the Parties. 

mailto:rbelmontes@iattc.org
mailto:elargacha@iattc.org
mailto:nperez@iattc.org
mailto:nwebb@iattc.org
mailto:bwiley@iattc.org
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Mexico reported that as part of its promotion strategy it wouldn't by the Director to explain the scope of 
the AIDCP at a fisheries fair that will be held soon, and proposed that the public and unrestricted release 
of the approved promotion materials (video, pamphlet and educational module) be authorized as 
promotional material on the IATTC website, and also that the Parties be urged to use these materials in 
their publicity media such as official websites, trade and fisheries congresses and fairs, also in schools, in 
order to present the information to future consumers. Additionally that the Director and his staff be 
authorized to attend fisheries and trade fairs as a promotion action. 

The proposal was agreed as a recommendation for the Meeting of the Parties. 

5. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties 

The general utilization on the websites of the IATTC and the Parties, as well as at fairs, conferences, and 
schools, of the three approved AIDCP publicity materials, as well as authorizing the participation of the 
Director and the staff at promotion events. 

6. Other business  

Mexico commented on the current situation of the litigation under way at the WTO between Mexico and 
the United States, which was resolved by the WTO Panel in April 2015 in Mexico's favor.  It is currently 
under appeal, with a hearing scheduled for the end of July, and a resolution is expected in the fall of this 
year. 

7. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on the dates that are agreed for the meetings of the 
AIDCP in October  

8. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. on 22 June 2015. 
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Appendix 3. 
INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL 
57TH MEETING 
Guayaquil, Ecuador  

29 June 2015 

AGENDA 
  Documents 

1.  Opening of the meeting  
2.  Election of the Presider  
3.  Adoption of the agenda  
4.  Approval of the minutes of the 56th meeting  
5.  Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2014 and 2015 IRP-57-05 
6.  Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains IRP-57-06 
7.  Review of observer data  
8.  Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:  

 a.  Actions taken since report at the 56th meeting IRP-57-08a 
 b.  Status review of special cases IRP-57-08b 

9.  Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  
10.  Other business  
11.  Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties   
12.  Place and date of next meeting  
13.  Adjournment  

The 57th meeting of the International Review Panel was held in Guayaquil, Ecuador, on 22 June 2015. 

9. Opening of the meeting 

Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), which 
provides the Secretariat for the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP), 
opened the meeting.  

10. Election of the Presider 

Mr. William Jacobson, of the United States, was elected to chair the meeting. 

11. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was adopted without changes.  

12. Approval of the minutes of the 56th meeting  

The minutes of the 56th meeting of the Panel were approved without changes. 

13. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2014 and 2015  

The Secretariat summarized the situation regarding the allocation, reallocation, and utilization of Dolphin 
Mortality Limits (DMLs) in 2014 and 2015, described in Document IRP-57-05, noting that no vessel had 
exceeded its allocated DML in 2014. In addition, since no vessels had forfeited their DMLs for 2014, four 
vessels were granted DMLs from the Reserve for the Allocation of DMLs, and all four were utilized.  
Furthermore, a vessel newly entering the fishery requested a DML, but none was available, so the flag 
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Party, after consulting the other Parties by correspondence and receiving no objections, transferred part of 
another vessel’s DML to the new vessel. 

To date in 2015, 28 vessels have not caused any mortality, and none have exceeded their DML. The 
average mortality per set is 0.07 dolphins, compared to 0.08 in 2014. 

Concerning the two vessels that had significantly higher mortality than the rest of the fleet, the European 
Union asked whether additional training for the captains should be implemented even though they did not 
exceed their DMLs, and inquired whether these same vessels had high mortality in previous years..  The 
Secretariat said that it did not know whether these same vessels had high mortality in different years, but 
noted that sometimes higher mortality for a vessel is indicative of the number of dolphin sets they make 
overall.  Not all vessels requesting a DML spend the same proportion of their effort fishing in association 
with dolphins, and in general, vessels that make more sets on dolphins may tend to have higher mortality 
at the end of the year.  That being said, the Secretariat indicated that it  would investigate and report back 
on these specific cases, while also noting that the performance of individual captains is examined 
regularly as part of the process for determining which of them may be eligible to receive a DML higher 
than the average DML in a given year.  

14. Review of the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains  

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-57-06, Changes to the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains, which 
updates the changes that occurred between 9 October 2014 and 29 April 2015.  During that period, eight 
captains were added, and none were reinstated or removed. 

15. Review of observer data  

The Secretariat presented the data reported by observers of the On-Board Observer Program relating to 
possible infractions received and processed by the Secretariat since the Panel’s previous meeting.  The 
Panel discussed those cases that were not automatically referred to the pertinent Parties, in order to 
determine which of them should be forwarded to the responsible government as possible infractions.  The 
IRP discussed four such cases and agreed to forward two of them as possible infractions. 

Trip 2015-052. Brailing dolphins. A set was made on a herd of about 900 dolphins, about 500 of which 
were captured.  After backdown, eight dolphins were left in the net; seven were released, but the last 
remaining dolphin was sacked up with the catch and then eventually released through the brailing process, 
but with serious injuries  The Panel decided to identify this case as a possible infraction, since the AIDCP 
requires that backdown continue until all dolphins are out of the net. 

Class-5 vessel setting on dolphins.  Observers from two separate programs and aboard different vessels 
independently reported observing a class-5 vessel setting on dolphins. The IRP decided to forward the 
case as a possible infraction and that the vessel be required to carry an observer on subsequent trips while 
the flag Party investigates the case, consistent with the provisions of Resolution A-02-01. 

16. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP 

a. Actions taken since the report at the 56th meeting  

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-57-08a, Responses to six types of possible infractions identified 
during the 56th meeting.  There were no cases to review. 

b. Status review of special cases  

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-57-08b, Summary of pending special cases monitored by the 
IRP. There were two related cases (Trips 2014-004 and 2014-145), originally addressed by the Panel at its 
55th meeting in June 2014, and again at its 56th meeting in October 2014, involving  an observer who 
apparently was substituted by another, unknown person during the two trips.  

The Secretariat notified the Party of these cases on 7 April 2014, and again on 7 May 2014. On 14 May 

http://www.iattc.org/Meetings2011/Oct/PDF/IRP-50-09a-Respuestas-infracciones-Infraction-responses.pdf


 

MOP-31 Minutes  11 

2014, before the 55th meeting of the IRP, the Party responded that the cases were “absolutely the 
observer’s responsibility”, and requested that “any applicable sanctions should be imposed on the 
observer without affecting the owner, the vessel, the crew or the respective catch”.  The Parties then 
offered a range of opinions on the respective responsibilities of the observers, the observer programs, 
vessel managers, and vessel captains for ensuring that a person purporting to be the assigned observer for 
a trip on a vessel is in fact a qualified observer who was assigned by an observer program.  The 
Secretariat again reminded the Parties of the procedures followed in terms of observer placement.  When 
possible, program staff conduct an meeting in advance of a vessel’s departure with both the observer and 
the captain present, thus making the observer’s identity known to the captain.  Furthermore, each observer 
has a identification card, signed by the Director, and the staff provides the vessel manager with a 
photocopy of both this card and the observer’s passport, so  it should be possible in all cases to confirm 
the observer’s identity prior to departure.  Some Parties noted that the change of observer in one instance 
under discussion happened in the middle of a trip, on a beach a long way from port, and that in such a 
situation the captain of the vessel should be considered responsible for knowing whether the individual 
embarking is different from the person who disembarked, since the former claimed to be the same 
individual as the latter.   

At its 55th Meeting the IRP agreed to classify these two cases as possible infractions of fishing without an 
observer, and also as special cases, and asked that the Party review the cases again. 

The Secretariat wrote to the Party again about these cases on 1 October 2014, but received no reply; 
however, at the 56th meeting of the IRP in October 2014, during the review of observer data, the Party 
reported that these cases were being further investigated.  The Secretariat has not received any further 
information about this second investigation. 

After a lengthy discussion at the 57th meeting of the IRP, the Panel decided to ask the Party involved to 
report to the Secretariat the details of the second investigation prior to the next meeting of the IRP, so that 
the Panel could have an informed discussion of the cases. In addition, the Chair asked the Parties to 
develop concrete proposals for the next IRP meeting to help prevent such a situation from happening 
again.  

17. Report of the Working Group on Tuna Tracking 

Ing. Luis Torres, of Ecuador, chair of the Working Group, presented his report.  The group recommended 
a change to the Tuna Tracking System that would extend the deadline for submitting original Tuna 
Tracking Forms (TTFs) to the Secretariat, bring it more in line with the provisions of the AIDCP dolphin-
safe certification procedures and to reduce the cost of submitting TTFs individually.  The proposal would 
amend paragraph 3.6 of the System to read as follows: 

“Within ten (10) days of receipt of a TTF, the competent national authority shall transmit an 
electronic copy of the TTF to the Secretariat.  The original TTFs shall be transmitted to the 
Secretariat by the competent national authority at the end of each month.” 

18. Other business  

The following items were discussed: 

a) Document IRP-57-10 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-57-10, Consideration of additional guidelines to govern internal 
reassignments of DMLs by Parties, on a mechanism for reallocating DMLs within a Party’s fleet. After a 
lengthy discussion, the IRP concluded that no new guidelines or procedures were necessary at this time  
to deal with such rare situations. 

b) Panama: The reinstatement of a captain to the AIDCP List of Qualified Captains 

Panama requested the reinstatement of captain who had been removed from the List twice, and thus 

http://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2015/June/PDFs/IRP-57-10-Consideration-of-additional-DML-guidelines.pdf
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needed the approval of the Meeting of the Parties to be reinstated.  Panama explained that he had  been 
removed from the List over ten years ago, and had since completed all the requirements for reinstatement. 
The Panel recommended that the Meeting of the Parties reinstate this captain, but noted that his 
performance should be monitored. 

c) European Union: frequency of meetings 

The European Union stated that it would like to discuss. at the next meeting of the Panel, the possibility 
of reducing the frequency of the meetings of the AIDCP and its associated working groups to once per 
year.  They noted that they may prepare a proposal for consideration and welcomed the input of other 
interested Parties in identifying the amendments to relevant annexes and guidelines that would need to be 
made in order to effect such a change.   

19. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties 

The Panel agreed on the following recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties: 

1. Approve the amendment to the Tuna Tracking System (item 9). 
2. Approve the request by Panama to reinstate a captain to the List of Qualified Captains (item 10b). 

20. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Panel will be held in conjunction with next meetings of the AIDCP. 

21. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 p.m. on 22 June 2015. 
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Appendix 4. 
 

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
 

31st MEETING OF THE PARTIES 
 

GUAYAQUIL (ECUADOR) 
23 JUNE 2015 

RESOLUTION A-15-01 
 

RESOLUTION TO REVISE THE SYSTEM FOR TRACKING AND 
VERIFYING TUNA 

 
The Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP):  

Resolve to amend Paragraph 3.6 of the System for Tracking and Verifying Tuna as follows: 

3.6. Within ten (10) days of receipt of a TTF, the competent national authority shall transmit an electronic 
copy of the TTF to the Secretariat. The original TTFs received during a calendar month shall be 
transmitted to the Secretariat by the competent national authority at the latest 15 days after the end of 
that month. 
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