. SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH MEETING ~ — - -
IHTER-AMERICAN TAOPTCAL TUNA COMMISSION
Panama, Republic of Panamd

July 1k, 1955

Ths eeventh meeting of the Inter-Amoricsn Troplcal Twna Comnisslon, -
the reguler annual meeting for 1955, convensd at the Weshington Roem of
the EL Pansma Hotel, beginnlng at 10:25 a.m., July 14, 1955

Present were his Excelleney Don Fligio Crespo V., Minister of
Agrieulturo, Commerce and Industries of the Govornmend of Panamés Sp.Don
Miguel A, Corre and Sr. Don Domingo A. D:i.m@ members of the Panamantan
Section of the Commissiony Sr. Lie, José L, Cardoena-Cooper, of the Costa
Rican Sectdom; Mp. lLee F, Payne, Mr. Gordon W, Sloan, and Col. John L.
Forley, of the United States Sectiony Dr. M. B. Schdsfer, Sr. Antonlo
Lenda, and Sr. Hernan Sobrado, of th@ selentifie staff, Also present
wore merbers of the Panomenlan Advisory Committee, jn@luding Sr. lis.
Miguel J, Moreno, Jr., Sr. Lie. Juam R. Vallarine, Sp., Lic. Juw@xaal Ao
Cmﬁzm'ﬁ,i@ng Sre Juan L. Obarrio, Sr. Antonio M. Arias, and Sr. o Qulros.
Ufficial observers were present from Chile, Colombie, Ni@wamdg, Pord,
and the Unlted Stabes. Speelal selenblfic observers were present from
Wienrague nd Perd. 4 selentific observer alsc sbtended from the Food |
and Agrisulbure Orgendzation of the United Natlone Tachnicel Assistance
Mission to Penond,

finteter don Eliglo Creaspo V. (:spmmd the meetings with a apea@h of
W@A.cuaw on behadi,f of the Covernment of Pamamag whilch was responded to by
Sro Lic. Jome L, Covdona-Coopor on behalf of Coata Rieca, snd by Mro Lea
I P&gym@ on behalf of the United States,

My, Memlnger, of the United States mbm&y rasd a talmgxm from
the Seeretary of State expressing satisfaectlon ab having Ponand as a
ngmbor of the Comulsslon; snd highly commending the Cenmisslion for
Lendivg 1te Direchbor as & technleal expert to the United Nations st the
recent Inbsrnstlional Conferenco on the Conservation of the Living
Resoursos of the Ses.

In the shsence of Chalrmon Sr. lle. Virgilie Aguilvg, of Costa Rica,
Ghe mashing wes presided over by Sr. Lie. Cardone-Begper, of Cosba Riea.
Gr. Lle. Cardona-Cooper coumenced the business meeting by introducing
the madeers of the Comwiselon and the obeervers frow the sevéral govern-
moents. Theeealter, there were taksn wp the several polnts of the Agends
of the neoblog:

Apgrae:], for pablication of the Annusl Repert for 1954

Goples of the report, In English, had bsen sznt to all the
Cospdosionory for review and comments soms months previcusly, and po
aud boon suggested. The Spanish tronslebion was in process of
:omafe o the basie of thia dweft.




It was moved, seconded, and unanimously passed that: The Annual

 Renort. for the veer 1954, aﬂmdrafted by the Director of Anvestipgations, - . -

be approved for publication.

Frogentation sod discussion of ressarch during the past ya@g

A% the roguest of the Chedrwan, Dr. Sehaefoer presented the results
of Investigations conducted during the past year and the preseant state
of kmowledge respecting the scientific problems upen which the staff is
eonducting research. The results of the investigetions were illustrated
with a nueber of charts and graphs. Good progress has been made on
elucideting the dynamics of the tuna populations as influenced by fishing,
and the sondition of the tuna stocks of the Fastern Pacific as & whole has
been determined. Progress woea reported on studies of the life history and
populaetion strvcture of the tropical tunas. The relationships of the tunas
to the ocesnographic factors of their environmment were furthsr elucidated.
The prehabilitation of the dnchawota stock of the Gulf of Nieoya by the
transplantation from Panamd in the fall of 1953 is showing encouraging
results, but it is yet too early to be sure of final sugcess, Research
from the newly established laboratory on Teboga Islond,in the Gulf ef
Panamd, hos provided important informaticn on the bi@l@gy and life history
of the anchovetas of the Gulf, and has led to the preliminary cenelusion
that there ls at present no danger of overfishing from the talking of aneho-
veta for tuna-bait. Good resulis arve belng obtalned from the astudies of
the seasonsl upwelling in the Gulf of Panamd and its effects on the bio~
logical productivity, whieh forms the basis of the productive fisheries
of that area, _

The Commissioners and othera present asked a number of questions
about the research resul$s, whieh were discussed,

Pr@gr&m of Investigetions for Fiscal Year 1955-56

_ The Comilssion had recoamended a budget of $367,000 for the Tiscal
year, bubt ecntributions from member governments wlll amount to only

$198,290,

The Director of Investigatlons had, therafore, prepared a

revised research program, corresponding to the available funds, for the
conaideration of the Comudssion, .The items of this proposed ressapch
progran weres

Lo
recowmds,

Gollection, conpila&i@n and anelysis of cateh statisties, log-book
and related data of the tuna and tunae~-bait fishes,

o

bo

Continuing rwutine colischion of current data, as now belng
done. .

Complotion of analysis and Interpretation of historical and
surrent data to 1954 respeeting changes in sbundanee and
yield of the tunss so far as present sncillary blologieal
information permitﬂo completlon of a repert for publication.

€o

de

Completion of analysis of historical records and current data
through 1953, respecting cateh-per-unit-of-effort and yield
on the more important bait-Tishing sreas,

éreliminary analysis of chénges in abumdanee and yiesld @f
tunas by geographicsal sub-areas,
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- Ro Juwestigations of life history, bhelogy, and pepulobion structure
of btuass,

Aae Gontlnued market-msasurement program at San Diego and Ssn Pedro ¥
to provide inforeatlon on age, growth, and sisze composition
by geographlcal sub-sreas.

/yhn Studies of tuna maturation apd spewning (time end dwpation of
spawning, sreas of spawnlng, slze of maburity, ete.) based on
exaslnation of gonads of specimens from the landings at Sam
Pedro., . |

~ %o Preliwinary studies of disteibution of eges and larvae based
wn meberdad to be colleebed by "Lastrople! expedition in
Debober-Docenbar 1955,

x}d° Yorphometrie studles of yellowfin and skipisclk neasupred ab 808,

x8o  Observations at sez of the scheoling babits of tunaz (such as
tendeneles to school by size and by species) fwportant to
consideration of conservabion measures which may be recosmended
when reguived.,

fo Collection of sbservations on sessons and areas of occurencs
of Juvendle tunas, by sclentists aboard comwerclel fishing
VeuaolE,

3. Tune~tegping.

2. Hessapedh o develop lmproved tag and/or tapging technidques,

b Inlbiatien of bagging program to provide data on migrations
and population sub-divisions of yellowfin and skipjack tunas,
supplanenbary o present program of State of Calirernia,

4o Cresiograply and tuna scology.

8. tnelysis of exlsting ocosnographlieal and meteorclogieal data
from the Fastern Troplecal Pseifie for

(1) Bewter general descriptlen of the reglon.
{2) Correlation of soasonal and annuel variations of mebeopo-
dogleal and oveanographdce facbors,

b Partlcipation of stafl sclentists in s crulise ("Eastropie")
shoord Seripps research vessels to obbaln data on the physiesl,
shemical, and blclogieal oveanography of the Lastern Pacifies
thiz erulse 0 be coordineted with o U.S. Fish and Wildlife
eriae fwebher westuard, and a osnize of 2 Peruvian vesssl
6if Pari,
semmwncsrent of wnslysis of ossanographic data from “Basbrople,n

d,  Covrelation of resulis of ocesnozrarhle studies with geographical

and zecsonsl changss in apparent abupdance of bunss,

LAdP

a,—Iaveatigabion of Loasibility of obiaining worklwhile sub-surface
bemparsture data by moans of egulpaent placed sboard commereisl
tuaa vessels.

Fo lnvestigebe feanibility of sstablichwent of tide gouging and
tozpeature recording egulpment on $alande off ths const of
the Aserlcas, te provide tine-series for correlatien with
roriabions in bana avellebiilby.
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5o Bmitmfi,sh ressareh.

8 C@n‘ﬂ.,inu@ f‘iem s“%udiea«:s .’m Gmta R.& (-3 ta waluate tramsplanw
tation experiment. .

b. Continue fleld studies of blology, ecology, and 1llfe history
of the anchoveba stock of the Gulf of Panama.

e, Continue studies of snchovwebas from other areas bhased on

samples taken by tuna flshermen.

d. Inerease work at hesdquarters laboratory t@ bring up to date
stady and enalysis of waterduls alrveady collscted, complete
reports for publication,

@, Make limblted field studies of bait {ishes in important areas

: m:si; now being ﬁtudiecl except by sz«mp},m from the tuna fleet.

'l‘hizs proposed ressorch program was disoussed, after which it was moved,
saconded, and unanimouely adopted thob: The revised program of investi gations
prepsred snd recompended by the Divestor of Tnvesbigotions i‘@r the fiscal vear
195556 be ammwad and adopted.

1% then being 12:40 p.m. the maaeating was reesssed.
The meetmg reconvened st 3 00 Polile

Resesarah mmm:'@m and budget for fiscal vear 195657

The Director of Investigations hsd transmittsd &@ the Commissioners
on Muy 24, 1955 detalled reconmendations for the resesrch program for the
fiscal year commencing July 1, 1956, together with debailed estimotes of
‘;Ena funds weouired to mnducﬂ; this mmar@h program emounting in total to

379,912, ‘

The mmrmnen&esd program iz very similsr to that recommended by the
Comuisslion during previous years. It lociudes provision for work at sea,
‘Pron rossareh %esse,l,sg which the Complszion has ao far been wnable teo
gupport, bub which is sssential to the study of the ecology of the tropical
tunas. The program also provides for move intensive research on the life
higbory, blology, and population sbructure of the tuna populations, the
rosults of whieh are required as a baeis of proper detailed interpretation
of shatistical data on the dynamics of the Ffishery, and 22 an essential
basis for recompepdation of conservebion measures ab such time as they may
be required to maintain the maximum yleld of the filshery. More extensive
apd dutonsive research on the balt-fishes 1 also recommended.

Afber discusslon of the proposed program snd tudget, 1t was moved,
gm@mﬁed snd unandmously approved that: The Commission approves the
progrom of invesblzations Tor bhe fiseol vear L966Gwa7 nrapared by the
Director of Investigatlons and previously transmitbed to the Commissioners:
bo cominet this progrem of imv@%:i,gmi@m & budpet ia re@mmended for the
perind July 1, 1956 ehrough June 30, 1957 in the amcunt of $379,912. o

T

Proporbion of eontributions of mcamher governments for fiscal vear 1956-57

&b “M?.@ request of the Chairman, Dr. Schasfer indicated that the meat
recont gbatlsties of utilization of the tropieal tunas, by the three mewmber
EOVGETTI ".ﬁm s 28 defined by the resolution of the 1952 annuel meeting, show
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the relative shares of the wtdlizmstion are: Unltsd Statza 79.9%, Costa
Rica 0.26, Panama zero. Under the terms of the 1953 resolution, then,
the contribution to the joint expenses of the Commisalon by Conta Rica
should be 0.2% or $500, whichever is greater, and the conbritubion by
Pansua should be $500, while that of the Unlied Statas should be 99.8%.

It was then moved, seconded, and wnanimously adopied that: The

- Joint, expenses of the Commiseion for flscal year 1956~57 shell be in
the following proportionss United Stetes 99.8%4, Coasta Blea 0.2% or $500,
whichever is the greaters Panama $500.

Copt~of-living salary inereases for employees rasident in the United
ahatey '

The salary policy of the Commissicn, as previcusly established by
a resolution abt the 1951 annuasl meeting; provides that the pay rates of
sbaff persomhel of the Commisslon who are neblonals or legal resldents
of the Undted States shall be geared to the pay retes of the U.5. Civil
Service, The U, 8. Civil Servies hed recently increcsed the pay seslas
of lta employees by 7.55 in reecognition of the incrsase in cost of living
that has occurred in the United States sinee the laed salary adjustments
in 1951. '

It was, therefors, moved, soconded and unanimouely adoptod thob:

The Divector of Investigations is authorized to Ineressze the salary rates
for_regular, full-time staff membors of the Commiasion who are nstionals

or legal residents of the United States, by ?aﬁimc@mmﬁncinﬁ.l September,

L i

95,
Hection of Officers

Sr. Miguel A. Corre, of Panamd, wae nominsted as Chalrmen of ﬁha
Conmission for the followlng ysar. This nomination wes seconded, and
he wee unanimously elacted.

Sr: Lic. Joab Lo,cardonamCQoper; of Costa Rica, was nominatod ae
Secretary of the Comnission for the following yesr. This nomination was
seconded, and he was elected wnanimously,

Place of fubure meetings

Tt was unapdueusly decided %o hold p gpeclal meebing in Washington,
D.Co at & sultable date in Mareh, 1956, the date t¢ be selected later,

;it was wnanimously decided %o hold the next regular snnual maéting

at a suileble locatici in Southein Colifornis in July, 1956, the date
and placs to be selected later,

Motion of thanks to the Government of Pinema

Th@*eammiaéié@*@@@hmsiastiﬁéily;anﬁfﬁnaﬁimbuﬁlyfad@pted_a resoluticn
‘of thanke to the Government of Panema, for the fine hospitality that hed
been extended to the Commission at this meeting. :

. There being no further business to come before the seventh mesting
of the Inter-Amerlsan Tropical Tuna Commisasion, it was adjourned ab
33&5 oMo
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