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The 5th Meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Fleet Capacity was held in La Jolla, California 
(USA), on October 25-26, 2000.  The Chairman was Ing. Arnulfo Franco, of Panama, and the meeting 
was attended by representatives of the governments of Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
European Community, France, Guatemala, Japan, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Spain, United States 
of America, Vanuatu and Venezuela, and of the Humane Society of the United States, Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society, and World Wildlife Fund.  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The provisional agenda was approved without modifications. 

3. Review of the last draft resolution on the capacity of the tuna fleet operating in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean discussed at the 4th meeting of the Working Group 

The Chairman presented a brief summary of the results of the 4th meeting of the Working Group, and 
reviewed the draft resolution on the capacity of the tuna fleet operating in the EPO discussed but not 
agreed at that meeting (Appendix 2). 

The Secretariat distributed a list of vessels operating in the EPO as of October 26, 2000 (Appendix 3).  

4. Consideration of future capacity limitations 
The Chairman proposed that the discussion start on the basis of the draft resolution from the 4th meeting 
of the Working Group. The Working Group discussed this draft resolution extensively, but it was not 
possible to reach agreement on the amount of carrying capacity requested by the countries. 

During a meeting of the heads of delegations, a proposal was made to establish an initial total fleet 
capacity of the capacity levels in the draft resolution plus 15.5%, or 203,000 mt, with the idea that a plan 
to gradually decrease the capacity would be agreed in the near future.  However, agreement could not be 
reached on this proposal. 

5. Other business 
No other business was discussed 

6. Place and date of the next meeting 
It was tentatively agreed that the next meeting should take place in February in La Jolla, California. 

7. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned October 26, 2000, at 10:00 p.m. 



 

Minutes Capacity WG 5 - Oct 00 2

Appendix 1.  

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 
COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL 

PERMANENT WORKING GROUP ON FLEET CAPACITY 
GRUPO DE TRABAJO PERMANENTE SOBRE LA CAPACIDAD DE LA FLOTA 

October 25-26, 2000 – 25-26 de octubre de 2000 
La Jolla, California 
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ALAIN FONTENEAU 

PERU 
GLADYS CARDENAS 

Ministerio de Pesquería 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES - NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
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Appendix 2.  

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE CAPACITY OF THE TUNA FLEET OPERATING IN 
THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN 

02 AUGUST 2000 

The Parties to the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC): 

Aware that the issue of excess fishing capacity is of concern worldwide and is the subject of an 
International Plan of Action developed by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization; 

Understanding that excess fishing capacity in a region makes it more difficult for governments to agree 
on and implement effective conservation and management measures for the fisheries of that region; 

Concerned that fishing capacity in the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) has been increasing in recent years; 

Believing that it is important to limit fishing capacity in the EPO in order to help ensure that the tuna 
fisheries in the region are conducted at a sustainable level; 

Aware of the importance of tuna fishing to the economic development of the Parties, in particular the 
coastal states;  

Committed to giving full effect to the relevant rules of international law, as reflected in the United Nations 
Law of the Sea Convention, including the rights and obligations of coastal states;   

Recalling the resolution of the 62nd Meeting of the IATTC to limit the capacity of the tuna purse-seine 
fleet in the EPO during 1999; 

Considering the conservation and management measures adopted by the IATTC, including measures 
related to fishing on fish-aggregating devices, and the prohibitions on the use of tender vessels and 
transshipments at sea; and 

Seeking to address the problem of excess capacity in the tuna purse-seine fleet operating in the EPO by 
limiting such capacity to a level which, when viewed in relation to other agreed management measures 
and projected and actual levels of catch, will ensure that tuna fisheries in the region are conducted at a 
sustainable level: 

Have agreed as follows: 

1. For the purposes of this Resolution, the EPO is defined as the area bounded by the coastline of the 
American continent, the 40° North parallel, the 150° West meridian and the 40° South parallel. 

2. To include in the Regional Vessel Register, contemplated in the resolution of the 66th Meeting of the 
Commission, the well volume in cubic meters and carrying capacity in metric tons that will serve as a 
basis for any decision on the capacity of the EPO fleet.  

3. To limit, together with those states or regional economic integration organizations (REIOs) which 
have applied for membership of the Commission, the carrying capacity of their respective tuna purse-
seine fleets operating in the EPO, in accordance with the following table: 
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 Carrying capacity 
(metric tons) 

Colombia* 8,608 
Costa Rica* 8,000 
Ecuador 34,500 
El Salvador 4,000 
United States  8,969 
Guatemala 5,050 
Mexico 50,048 
Nicaragua 4,000 
Panama 5,600 
European Union 9,595 
Vanuatu 12,121 
Venezuela 25,975 
TOTAL 176,466 

4. To recognize that Peru, which is not a High Contracting Party of the Commission but which is 
cooperating with the conservation and management measures of the Commission, has agreed to limit 
the carrying capacity of its tuna purse-seine fleet to 3,500 metric tons of carrying capacity*. 

5. To not include in the Regional Vessel Register vessels flying the flags of states or REIOs that have 
not applied for membership of the Commission or that do not cooperate with the management and 
conservation measures adopted by the Commission.   

6. To prohibit the entry of new vessels to the EPO purse-seine fleet except in the following cases: 1) to 
allow [El Salvador and Nicaragua to utilize] [the utilization of] the capacity assigned [to them] 
pursuant to this resolution; and 2) to replace vessels removed from the fleet, provided that any 
replacement does not result in the total capacity of any country’s fleet exceeding the limit established 
for that country pursuant to this resolution.  

7. [Vessels entering the fishery for the first time pursuant to paragraph 6 shall not exceed 1,500 metric 
tons or 2,100 cubic meters of well capacity.   A one-time exception to this prohibition shall be 
allowed in the case of El Salvador.]  

8. Notwithstanding the capacity limits set forth above, the Parties and states or REIOs that have applied 
for membership of the Commission acknowledge that the current level of fishing capacity is in excess 
of the optimal level required to efficiently harvest the tuna resources in the EPO.  In this regard, they 
agree to develop and implement a plan to achieve a target level of 135,000 metric tons of carrying 
capacity, or such other limit as the Commission may decide, by January 1, 2005, as set forth in the 
following paragraph. 

9. The Parties request that the IATTC staff, in cooperation with the Parties, prepare a comprehensive 
draft plan for regional management of fishing capacity in accordance with the FAO International Plan 
of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity.  The plan, once adopted, will serve as the basis 
for further action by the Commission with respect to the distribution and allocation of capacity within 
the EPO tuna fleet and, in particular, for achieving the reduction in overall fleet capacity set forth in 
paragraph 8 above.   

10. This plan shall include an assessment of the impact of vessels of less than 250 metric tons carrying 
capacity on the fishery resources of the EPO with a view to considering how these vessels should be 
treated under the capacity limits adopted pursuant to this resolution. 

                                                 
* Costa Rica, Colombia, and Peru maintain long-term capacity requests of 14,030 mt, 12,000 mt, and 

12,000 mt, respectively. 
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11. In order to manage the fleet capacity better, the plan shall also take into account other relevant 
measures for managing the fishery, in particular measures [related to] [limiting] the use of fish-
aggregating devices and the characteristics of fishing nets.  

12. The plan shall also address the matter of the transfer of vessels included in the Regional Vessel 
Register among the states and REIO contemplated in this resolution.  

13. Pending the development of the plan referred to in Paragraph 9, vessels included in the Regional 
Vessel Register may transfer to another state or REIO contemplated in this resolution with the mutual 
agreement of the states or REIO involved in the transfer with respect to the disposition of the 
corresponding carrying capacity, provided that there is no net increase in the sum of the respective 
capacity limits of those states or REIO. 

14. As Belize and Honduras have not expressed an active interest in joining the IATTC or cooperating 
with the management and conservation measures adopted by the Commission, the Parties cannot 
continue to recognize the capacity allocations for these two states specified in the resolution of 
October 1998.  Vessels flying the flags of these states, up to the capacity referred to in the October 
1998 resolution for each of these states, may change flag to a state covered by this resolution.  In such 
case, the capacity associated with the vessel shall be added to the capacity of the state to which the 
vessel is flagged.  

15. From January 1, 2001, the implementation of this Resolution shall be evaluated by the Compliance 
Working Group. 

16. The capacity levels established above shall not apply to a limit of 32 United States vessels authorized 
and licensed to fish in other areas of the Pacific Ocean under an alternative international fisheries 
management regime, and that may occasionally fish to the east of 150° West, provided that: a) the 
fishing activity of any such vessels in the EPO is limited to a single trip not to exceed 90 days in one 
calendar year; b) the vessels do not possess a Dolphin Mortality Limit; and c) the vessels carry an 
approved observer.  A similar exception shall be considered for vessels from other countries with a 
similar record of participation in the EPO tuna purse-seine fishery and that meet the criteria listed 
above. 

17. The Parties also acknowledge that France has expressed an interest in developing a tuna purse-seine 
fleet on behalf of its overseas territories in the EPO.  Nothing in this resolution shall be considered to 
limit the right of France to develop such a fleet to the extent that such vessels are not operating under 
the jurisdiction of the European Union. 
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Appendix 3. 
Tuna purse-seine vessels fishing in the eastern Pacific Ocean, 26 October 2000 (IATTC data). Vessel 
carrying capacities are given in cubic meters of well volume (m3) and metric tons (ton).  Shading 
indicates (a) names of vessels new to the fleet in 2000 or (b) well volumes not provided by the respective 
government. 

Buques cerqueros atuneros pescando en el Océano Pacífico oriental, 26 octubre 2000 (datos de la CIAT).  
Se detallan la capacidad de acarreo de los buques en volumen de bodegas en metros cúbicos (m3) y 
toneladas métricas.  Las casillas sombreadas señalan (b) nombres de buques nuevamente integrados a la 
flota en 2000 o (b) volúmen de bodega no proporcionado por el gobierno respectivo. 

 Buque –Vessel m3 ton 
Belize (BLZ)    

 Don Italo  441 350 
 Karla Renata  1,041 889 
 Patricia Lynn  270 227 
 Total   1,466 
    

Bolivia (BOL)    
 Amanda  1,268 1,145 
 Nazca  1,414 1,196 
 Sea Gem  1,274 1,121 
 Total   3,462 
    

Colombia (COL)   
 American Eagle  1,275 1,055 
 Eileen Marie  299 
 El Dorado 329 
 El Rey  1,168 998 
 Enterprise  1,272 1,131 
 Grenadier  1,176 1,089 
 Rocio Del Pilar 163 
 Sandra C  1,175 1,045 
 Sea Rover 118 
 Total   6,227 
    

Ecuador (ECU)    
 Alize  688 523 
 Betty Elizabeth  290 230 
 Cap Berny B  1,285 953 
 Charo  1,925 1,645 
 Clemenza  114 68 
 Diana  212 127 
 Dominador  162 103 
 Don Antonio  197 154 
 Don Bartolo  724 624 
 Don Cesar  218 131 
 Don Julio  155 93 
 Don Mario  552 590 
 Don Quijote  374 280 
 Don Santiago  1,881 1,350 
 Don Tampirio  786 680 
 Dona Roge  519 410 

 Dona Tula  603 398 
 Drennec  1,140 1,062 
 Eli  984 1,319 
 Elizabeth F  738  544
 Emperador  82 87 
 Erasmo F  701 563 
 Fernandito  136 136 
 Fiorella L  390 347 
 Gloria A  543 601 
 Ignacio  1,470 1,500 
 Ile Aux Moines  750 625 
 Indico  267 210 
 Ingalapagos 272 
 Intrepido  85 90 
 Isabel Cinco  1,265 961 
 Jacques Cartier  962 742 
 Jambeli IV  440 181 
 Jorge IV  162 113 
 Joselito  91 87 
 Lizi  1,038 877 
 Ljbuica M  526 316 
 Lobo De Mar II 228 
 Lucia T  738 549 
 Lucy  245 209 
 Malula  798 680 
 Manuel Ignacio 

F 
 644 544 

 Maria  168 136 
 Maria Fatima  338 190 
 Maria Francisca  1,041 1,080 
 Mediterraneo  276 166 
 Medjugorje  843 717 
 Milagros A  1,550 1,286 
 Minerva  212 127 
 Miry Ann D  497 601 
 Monte Cristi  1,232  329 
 Monteneme  1,217 516 
 North Queen  257 230 
 Pacifico  219 188 
 Ramoncho  96 95 
 Roberto M  1,161 1,080 
 Rocio  1,366 1,139 
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 Romeo 76 
 Rosa F  662 567 
 Sajambre  694 350 
 San Andres  1,359 1,262 
 San Antonio V  248 196 
 San Lorenzo  210 181 
 San Mateo  1,033 888 
 Santa Elena  119 72 
 Sara  722 472 
 Saturno  106 82 
 Southern 

Explorer 
 137 171 

 Southern Queen  137 181 
 Sun Ranger  1,033 992 
 Tarqui  459 206 
 Via Simoun  1,324 974 
 Victor Andres  115 73 
 Victoria A  662 599 
 Western Pacific I  274 272 
 Yelisava  855 600 
 Yolanda L  1,168 1,041 
 Total   38,337 

ECU, no autorizados para pescar 
– not authorized to fish: 

 Angel 80 
 Balbina  150 
 Gabriela A 272 
 Isabel Victoria V  389 260 
 Killa 297 
 Maria Antonieta  144 142 
 Roberto A 272 
 Total   1,473 
    

El Salvador (SLV)   
 Monserrat  1,020 1,014 
 Ribadesella  503 397 
 Total   1,411 

Guatemala (GTM)   
 Albacora Catorce  1,880 1,250 
 Albacora Doce  1,880 1,200 
 Sant Yago Dos  1,940 1,300 
 Sant Yago Uno  1,940 1,300 
 Total   5,050 
    

Honduras (HND)   
 Aleta Azul  1,298 1,089 
 Eastern Pacific  628 499 
 Esthercho  1,170 1,000 
 Total   2,588 
    

 
 

México (MEX)    
 Aguila Descalza 350 
 Akalan I  1,242 1,089 
 Akalan II  1,311 1,089 
 95 
 

Anahuac 
Ariete  490 350 

 Arkos I  1,348 1,270 
 Arkos II Chiapas  1,348 1,270 
 Atilano Castano  1,297 1,089 
 Atun I  807 680 
 Atun IV  809 680 
 Atun VI  809 680 
 Atun VII  751 680 
 Atun VIII  751 697 
 Atun X  778 630 
 Azteca 1  1,202 1,090 
 Azteca 10  1,627 1,246 
 Azteca 11 350 
 Azteca 12 350 
 Azteca 2  1,274 1,097 
 Azteca 3  1,524 1,202 
 Azteca 4  1,278 1,080 
 Azteca 5  1,282 1,043 
 Azteca 6  1,283 1,089 
 Azteca 7  1,383 1,202 
 Azteca 8  1,157 1,089 
 Azteca 9  733 680 
 Beatriz Eugenia  193 164 
 Cabo San Lucas  1,478 1,134 
 Cabo Tosco  250 290 
 Calafia  220 251 
 Camila 350 
 Cartadedeces  807 650 
 Chac Mool  1,190 1,089 
 Donna Cristina  1,282 1,090 
 El Cipres  290 251 
 El Quijote  1,295 1,089 
 El Sauzal  220 251 
 Ensenada  381  359 
 Estado 29  725 680 
 Excalibur  160 170 
 Famtiza  300 273 
 Gabiero  1,118 896 
 General Zapata  824 680 
 Guaymas  359 346 
 Jose Gerardo  511 600 
 Judith I  809 680 
 Juliana Maria  829 750 
 Karla Paola 141 
 Kino  296 230 
 Lupe Del Mar  1,298 1,089 
 Macel  808 680 



 

Capacity WG Minutes - Oct 00 10

 Macel 2  490 350 
 Manolo  300 240 
 Maria Del 

Socorro 
 220 187 

 Maria Fernanda  1,232 1,089 
 Maria Luisa  1,168 1,089 
 Maria Rosana  1,142 906 
 Maria Valeria  798  680 
 Maria Veronica  1,232 1,089 
 Mariano Otero  1,482 1,134 
 Mazcu (Mazcu 

IV) 
 240 210 

 Mazcu I  240 240 
 Mazpesca 350 
 Nair  1,346 1,199 
 Nair II  1,275 1,089 
 Nair III  240 180 
 Nautica Del 

Pacifico 
 120 130 

 Neptuno  793 682 
 Olivia  145 165 
 Oscar I  135 108 
 Pastora  168 180 
 Tamara 350 
 Theresa Janene  1,275 1,142 
 Tizoc  180 150 
 Truckus Guevara 76 
 Tutankamon 784 543
 Vizcaino  220 210 
 Total   50,118 

MEX, no autorizado para pescar 
- not authorized to fish: 

  

 Tono I  115 110 
 Total   110 
    

Panama (PAN)    
 Cervantes  775 412 
 Geminis 218 
 Julie L  2,056 1,400 
 Panama Tuna  3,300 2,799 
 San Marino I  796 730 
 Total   5,559 

PAN, no autorizados para pescar 
- not authorized to fish: 

  

 Don Alvaro 154 
 Don Luis 154 
 Mary Lynn 

(Mazcu IV) 
 285 190 

 Total   498 
    

España – Spain (ESP)   
 Albacora  3,318 2,833 
 Albacora Quince  1,881 1,324 

 Albacora Uno  2,828 2,000 
 Aurora B  2,081 1,777 
 El Almirante  1,358 982 
 Rosita C 
 Total   8,916 
    

United States –Estados Unidos (USA)   
 Anna Maria II  102 82 
 Annie D  113 91 
 Atlantis  1,275 1,089 
 Bold 

Adventuress 
 1,643  1,361 

 Bonnie  1,277 1,089 
 Capt Vincent 

Gann 
 1,643 1,361 

 Chloe 1,252 
 Connie Jean  584 517 
 Donna B  182 139 
 Eileen  52 42 
 Ferrigno Boy  77 91 
 G Nazzareno  83 95 
 Jenny Lynn  74 59 
 Maria  91 73 
 Mary Louise  80 64 
 Mauritania  423 339 
 Nonna Maria II  91 73 
 Pioneer  140 132 
 Raffaello 943 
 Romani Sons  113 91 
 Saint Joseph  98 79 
 San Pedro Pride  91 73 
 Santa Maria  102 82 
 Sea Queen  241 91 
 Sea Scout  180 144 
 South Seas  1,275 1,089 
 St Antonio  30 24 
 St George II  107 86 
 Trionfo  21 17 
 Total   10,668 
    

Vanuatu (VUT)    
 Asturias  1,268 1,148 
 Betty C  814 722 
 Cabo De Hornos  680 581 
 Gold Coast  1,194 1,060 
 Mirelur  1,250 971 
 Pamela Ann  1,229 1,073 
 Tiuna  1,202 1,089 
 Ugavi  1,875 1,600 
 Total   8,244 
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Venezuela (VEN)   

 Amazonas  1,115 998 
 Calypso  1,168 1,028 
 Canaima  1,094 925 
 Carirubana  1,137 1,011 
 Carmela  1,241 1,089 
 Caroni  1,110 934 
 Cayude  1,274 1,095 
 Conquista  1,168 1,090 
 Don Abel  1,226 1,047 
 Falcon  1,137 918 
 Jane  1,242 956 
 Jenny Margot II  1,784 1,637 

 
 Judibana  1,231 1,048 
 La Foca  1,287 1,039 
 La Parrula  889 826 
 Los Roques  1,262 1,089 
 Lucile  1,583 1,089 
 Marinero  1,244 998 
 Napoleon  1,250 1,159 
 Orinoco II  1,581 1,015 
 Sea Royal  1,488 1,373 
 Taurus I  1,191 898 
 Taurus Tuna  1,175 1,047 
 Ventuari  1,542  1,285 
 Total    25,594 
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