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INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION  

100TH MEETING  
Phoenix, Arizona, USA  

1-5 August 2022 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-100 C-1 
 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 

EU PROPOSAL TO AMEND RESOLUTION C-11-07 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

 

The purpose of this proposal is to improve the compliance process in IATTC by providing a structure for 
the discussions of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of Measures adopted by the 
Commission, formalising the adoption of a compliance report by the Commission as a standard practice 
and facilitating the proper follow-up of issues of non-compliance. The proposal incorporates the outcomes 
of the IATTC workshop held on 1-2 June 2022. 

The main change has been operated with the addition of Annex 2, which becomes now the main tool to 
guide the works of the Committee and the Commission on compliance matters. It will provide a document 
that will reflect the outcome of the discussions and the recommended actions proposed by the Compliance 
Committee and endorsed by the Commission. It will also serve as a basis for follow-up on the following 
years as well as a record for the discussions. It contains a list of actions to be chosen by the Commission, 
while at the same time, it leaves enough flexibility to envisage ad-hoc solutions. More importantly, the 
focus is on whether appropriate action has been taken and the matter is solved. There are also references to 
capacity-building measures. 

Together with the addition of Annex 2, some provisions have been deleted since they have become obsolete 
as they overlap with some of the considerations included in that annex.  

RESOLUTION ON THE PROCESS FOR IMPROVED COMPLIANCE OF 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in La Jolla, CaliforniaPhoenix, Arizona 
(USA), on the occasion of its 82nd 100th Meeting:  

Reaffirming that compliance by Members with measures adopted by the Commission is one of the key 
elements to achieve the objective of the Antigua Convention; 

Concerned that in general the level of compliance within the Commission needs to be improved in order to 
ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the fish stocks covered by the Convention; and 

Aware that other tuna regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) have already started a 
comprehensive program for reviewing each member’s compliance status;   

Agrees that:  

1. This Resolution shall be applied to Members and co-operating non-Members of the Commission 
(CPCs). 

A) Meetings of the Committee for the Review of Implementation of Measures adopted by the 
Commission (the Committee) 
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2. Unless otherwise decided by the Commission: (a) Committee meetings shall be held for a period of at 
least two days in the week preceding the Commission’s ordinary meeting; (b) Committee meetings 
shall be held during the ordinary meeting of the Commission in case there are Members that did not 
participate in the Committee meeting, but are participating in that Commission meeting. Committee 
meetings may also be held, if necessary, during the ordinary meeting of the Commission for other 
reasons. 

B) Committee preparatory work 

3. In preparation for Committee meetings, the following procedures shall be followed:  

(a) Three months prior to the Committee meeting, the Director shall send each CPC a standard 
questionnaire on compliance with IATTC resolutions (Annex).  The contents of the questionnaire  
shall be kept updated by the Director, in consultation with the Chair of the Committee, to reflect 
amendments to, or repeals of, existing resolutions, or the adoption of new resolutions.   

(b) The Director shall extract information on possible non-compliance with IATTC resolutions from 
the reports of the IATTC observers for purse-seine fishing vessels and at-sea transshipment as well 
as other available information, and send to each CPC, three months prior to the Committee meeting, 
such information related to the fishing vessels flagged to that CPC.  

(c) Each CPC shall fill in the questionnaire and send it back to the Director two months prior to the 
Committee meeting at the latest.  Each CPC shall also investigate the possible non-compliance 
cases in sub-paragraph (b) and report the results of the investigation back to the Director two 
months prior to the Committee meeting.   

(d) The Director shall circulate all the filled-in questionnaires to all CPCs one month prior to the 
Committee meeting.  The Director shall also circulate to all CPCs, one month prior to the 
Committee meeting, the list of names and flags of the fishing vessels involved in the possible non-
compliance cases as well as the response of the flag CPCs to such cases.  

C) Committee mandate and meetings - Provisional Compliance report 

4. The Committee meeting shall review each CPC’s compliance and enforcement of IATTC resolutions 
during the inter-sessional period preceding the meeting, based on, inter alia, the filled-in 
questionnaires, the compliance report provided by the Director and the information on possible non-
compliance cases with IATTC resolutions in paragraph 3 (d).  The Committee meeting shall also 
discuss non-submission or late submission of the questionnaire by CPCs as well as repeated absences 
at Committee meetings. The order of such reviews shall be decided by the Chairman of the Committee 
in a fair and transparent manner.   

5. At the end of the meeting, the Committee shall identify, for each CPC, the compliance record, areas of 
possible improvement as well as any recommended actions for consideration of the Commission based 
on the results of the review and discussion in paragraph 4.  Such identifications and recommendations 
shall be recorded in the Provisional Compliance report in accordance with Annex 2 of the Committee, 
which shall be sent to the Commission. 

6. Before proceeding with actions under section D, the CPCs will have the opportunity to reply during the 
meeting of the Committee, either orally or in writing,     

D) Follow-up of the Committee’s work 

6. Upon receiving the Provisional Compliance report from the Committee, the Commission shall outline 
its response in the Final Compliance report in accordance with Annex 2.  

7. Based on the Final Compliance report, the IATTC Secretariat shall produce a compliance status 
indicator for each CPC expressed in percentage points and a colour code (i.e red for less than 50%; 
yellow between 50% and 70%; and green between 71% and 100%)consider any comments or replies 
from of the CPC concerned. If necessary, the Commission will subsequently decide actions for 
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improving compliance by each CPC, which includes sending a letter from the Commission Chairman 
to each CPC, indicating each CPC’s compliance record and identifying areas of possible improvement. 

8.7. CPCs for which areas of possible improvement have been identified shall submit a plan of action for 
such improvement within three months of the end of the Commission’s ordinary meeting. 

8. The Committee may consider development of a scheme of sanctions and incentives as well as a 
mechanism for their application to improve compliance by all CPCs to be submitted to the Commission 
for consideration and possible adoption.  

9. Following the recommendations from the Committee identified in the Final Compliance Report, the 
IATTC may consider capacity building support measures for developping countries and other actions 
to raise awareness of the IATTC obligations, including identification missions undertaken by the 
IATTC Secretariat 

10. To facilitate the implementation of IATTC reporting requirements and review pursuant to this 
Resolution, the Committee shall also develop a set of common guidelines and formats for data 
submissions. 
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Annex 1 
Standard Questionnaire on Compliance with IATTC Resolutions 

Name of member:  

Resolutio
n 

Para- 
graph 

No. 
Specific obligations 

Compliance Status 
Please answer Yes or No or 
NA (not applicable).  If the 
answer is No, please use the 
attachment to explain the 
details 

C-11-01 3 
All class 5 and 6 purse seiners stopped fishing 
for 62 days in one of the two closure periods. 

  

  4 
Any class-4 purse seiner that fished during a 
closure period made only one fishing trip of up 
to 30 days, with an observer on board.  

  

  5 
All class 4 to 6 purse seiners did not fish in the 
offshore closure area from 29 September to 29 
October. 

  

  6.a 
CPC informed the Director of the names of all 
class 4 to 6 purse seiners that would observe 
each closure period. 

  

  7.a 
CPC took the legal and administrative measures 
to implement the closure before the start of the 
closure. 

  

  7.b 
CPC informed all interested parties in its tuna 
industry of the closure. 

  

  7.c 
CPC informed the Director that the steps in 7a 
and 7b of the Resolution had been taken. 

  

  7d 

All class 4 to 6 purse seiners were in port at the 
time their respective closure began.  Vessels 
that were not in port had AIDCP observers on 
board and did not fish in the EPO. 

  

  8 
The longline catch of bigeye tuna did not 
exceed the allocation per paragraph 8 of the 
Resolution. 

  

  10 

The catch of bigeye tuna did not exceed 500 t or 
the catch level in 2001.  If the catch exceeded 
500 t, CPC provided monthly reports to the 
Director.  

  

  12 
CPC notified the Director, by 15 July, of its 
actions taken to implement the measures 
contained in this resolution. 

  

  16 
All class 4 to 6 purse seiners landed all bigeye, 
skipjack and yellowfin tuna except for cases 
stipulated in paragraph 16 of the Resolution.  

  

C-11-02 1 
CPC reported to the IATTC on its 
implementation of the IPOA-Seabirds. 

  

  2 
All longline fishing vessels used at least two 
seabird bycatch mitigation measures in the areas 
specified in the Resolution. 
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  5 
CPC informed the IATTC, by 1 September, of 
the mitigation measures that its longline fishing 
vessels plan to use. 

  

  7 
CPC provided any available information on 
interactions with seabirds involving its longline 
fishing vessels. 

  

C-11-03 1.a 
Fishing vessels did not fish near or interact with 
a data buoy in a manner stipulated in the 
Resolution. 

  

  1.b 
Fishing vessels did not take on board a data 
buoy. 

  

  1.d 
Fishing vessels entangled with a data buoy 
removed the entangled fishing gear with as little 
damage to the buoy as possible. 

  

C-11-04 2 The IATTC fee was paid  

C-11-05 2 
CPC notified the Director of any change in the 
list of its LSTFLVs at the time it occurred. 

 

  4.a 
CPC authorized its LSTFLVs on the list to fish 
in the Convention Area after checking their 
ability to comply with IATTC resolutions. 

 

  4.b 
LSTLFVs on the list complied with all relevant 
IATTC resolutions. 

 

  4.c 
LSTLFVs possessed valid certificates of vessel 
registration and valid authorizations to 
fish/transship. 

 

  4.d 
CPC ensured that none of its LSTLFVs had 
been, were and would be involved in IUU 
activities. 

 

  5 
CPC reported to the Commission the results of 
the review of internal actions and measures 
taken pursuant to paragraph 4 of the Resolution. 

 

  6 
CPC prohibited its LSTLFVs not on the list 
from fishing for, retaining, transshipping and 
landing tuna and tuna-like species. 

 

C-11-06 2 
CPC notified the Director of all the information 
listed in para 2 on each of its vessels on the 
Regional Vessel Register. 

 

  3 
CPC notified the Director of any modification 
to the information in paragraph 2 of the 
Resolution. 

 

  4 
CPC notified the Director of any additions or 
deletions of vessels. 

 

  5 
CPC notified the Director of any fishing vessel 
no longer flying its flag. 

 

C-11-09 1 
Fishing vessels transshipped tuna and tuna-like 
species at sea only under the IATTC regional 
observer program for at-sea transshipment. 

 

  2 
LSTLFVs conducted in-port transshipment in 
accordance with Annex 1 of the resolution. 

 

  5 
CPC decided whether or not to authorize its 
LSTLFVs to transship at sea.  
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  7 
CPC submitted to the Director the list of carrier 
vessels authorized to receive tuna in at-sea 
transshipment operations.  

 

  8 
CPC notified the Director of any change of the 
authorized carrier vessels.  

 

  10 
Carrier vessels are equipped with an operating 
VMS. 

 

  11 

At-sea transshipments by LSTLFVs within 
waters under national jurisdiction were 
conducted with the prior authorization of the 
coastal State. 

 

  12 
At-sea transshipments were conducted by 
LSTLFVs with the prior authorization of CPC.  

 

  13 
The master and/or owner of the LSTLFV 
provided CPC with the necessary information at 
least 24 hours before the transshipment. 

 

  14 

The master of the carrier vessel completed and 
transmitted the transshipment declaration to the 
Director and CPC along with the IATTC 
Record number within 24 hours of the 
completion of the transshipment. 

 

  15 

The master of the carrier vessel transmitted the 
transshipment declaration along with the 
IATTC Record number to the authorities of the 
landing country 48 hours before landing. 

 

  16 
All carrier vessels that transshipped at sea had 
IATTC observers on board. 

 

  17 
LSTLFVs/carrier vessels did not transship 
without IATTC observers present. 

 

  18.a 
The quantity of fish transshipped was consistent 
with the catches reported by the LSTLFV. 

 

  18.b 
CPC validated Statistical Documents after 
confirming that the transshipment had been 
conducted in accordance with this resolution. 

 

  18.c 

Import of transshipped bigeye tuna was made 
only with valid Statistical Documents and 
copies of the corresponding transshipment 
declarations.  

 

  19 
CPC made necessary notification to the Director 
before 15 September.  

 

  20 
All landed or imported tuna which had been 
transshipped was accompanied by 
transshipment declarations. 

 

Annex 3 9 
Carrier vessels implemented the stipulated 
obligations.  

 

  11 
LSTLFVs gave necessary access to IATTC 
observers. 

 

  14 The observer fee was paid.  

C-11-10 1 
CPC prohibited retaining on board, 
transshipping landing, storing selling, or 
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offering for sale any part or whole carcass of 
oceanic whitetip shark   

 2 
CPCs  required to promptly release unharmed, 
to the extent practicable, whitetip sharks when 
brought alongside the vessel. 

 

 3 

CPCs recorded through, inter alia, the observer 
programs, the number of discards and releases of 
oceanic whitetip sharks with indication of status 
(dead or alive) and report it to IATTC.  

 

C-09-04 . 

CPC placed an observer on each trip of purse 
seiners of capacity greater than 363 t and 
ensured that at least half of the observers were 
IATTC observers. 

  

C-07-03 1 
CPC is implementing the FAO Guidelines on 
sea turtles. 

  

  2 
CPC reported to the IATTC by 30 June on the 
progress of implementation of the FAO 
Guidelines.  

  

  3 
CPC enhanced the implementation of sea turtle 
bycatch reduction measures and collaborated 
with other CPCs in the exchange of information. 

  

  4 
CPC implemented observer programs for 
fisheries that may impact sea turtles.  

  

  6.c 
Purse-seine fishing vessels released all sea 
turtles entangled with FADs. 

  

  6.d 
Research was conducted to modify FADs to 
reduce sea turtle entanglement. 

  

  7.a 
Longline fishing vessels carried and used the 
equipment to promptly release incidentally-
caught sea turtles.  

  

  7.b 
CPC continued to improve technique to reduce 
sea turtle bycatch. 

  

  7.c 
CPC conducted fishing trials for reduction of 
sea turtle bycatch and provided the results to the 
IATTC. 

  

C-05-02 2 
The level of fishing effort by vessels fishing for 
North Pacific albacore tuna did not increase.  

  

  3 
CPC reported all catches of albacore tuna, by 
gear type, to the IATTC every six months. 

  

C-05-03 3 Retained sharks were fully utilized.   

  4 
The vessels did not have on board shark fins 
that totaled more than 5% of the weight of 
sharks on board up to the first point of landing. 

  

  11 
CPC reported required data for catches, effort 
by gear type, landing and trade of sharks by 
species. 

  

  11 
CPC sent a comprehensive annual report of the 
implementation of the resolution by 1 May. 

  



Page 8 of 10 

C-04-05 2 

Fishermen on purse-seine vessels were required 
to promptly release unharmed, to the extent 
practicable, all sharks, billfishes, rays, dorado, 
and other non-target species. 

 

 4.a 
Fishermen were required to promptly release 
unharmed, to the extent practicable, all sea 
turtles.  

 

 4.b. 
The Commission was provided with all data on 
bycatches of sea turtles in all fisheries targeting 
species covered by the Convention. 

 

 4.d.ii. Vessels were prohibited from disposing of salt 
bags or any other type of plastic trash at sea.  

 

 4.d.iii Sea turtles entangled in FADs and other fishing 
gear were released, when practicable 

 

 4.d.v 

Longline vessels carried on board the necessary 
equipment (e.g. de-hookers, line cutters and 
scoop nets) for appropriate release of 
incidentally caught sea turtles.  

 

 4.e. Specific measures for the protection of encircled 
or entangled sea turtles were implemented. 

 

C-04-06 1 
Fishing vessels  24 meters or more in length 
carried an operating VMS on board. 

  

C-03-01 1 
All bigeye tuna imported were accompanied by 
validated Statistical Documents or Re-export 
Certificates. 

  

  2 

Statistical Documents and Re-export 
Certificates accompanying exported bigeye tuna 
were validated by government officials or 
authorized individuals or institutions.  

  

  3 

CPC has provided to the Director sample forms 
of Statistical Documents and Re-export 
Certificates and information on validation as 
well as any change. 

  

  5 
CPC reported to the Director the data on 
imported bigeye tuna by 1 April and 1 October, 
respectively. 

  

  6 
CPC examined export data upon receiving the 
import data from the Director and reported the 
results to the Commission. 

  

C-03-05 2 
Catch and effort data were submitted by 30 June 
by species and fishing gear. 

  

  2 
Length-frequency data were submitted by 30 
June by species and fishing gear. 
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Attachment 

1. Details of the the possible case of non-compliance 

2. Current status of the fishing vessel 

3. Status or result of investigation 

4. Actions taken based on the result of the investigation, including sanctions and preventive actions 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Note by the Secretariat: The hyperlink indicated below gives access to the updated version of the 
questionnaire referred to in paragraph 3 of Resolution C‐11‐07 and its  Annex, in a fillable form 
(Adobe Acrobat format): http://www.iattc.org/Downloads/Questionnaire/Compliance‐
questionnaire‐form‐2017.pdf 
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Annex 2 

Compliance status categories 

Compliance status1
 Criteria Suggested action 

Resolved CPC adequately addressed compliance issue. No further action required. 

Not Resolved CPC’s investigation into the compliance issue is in 
progress. 

CPC has not addressed the compliance issue, or the 
response was inadequate. 

CPC has not responded. 

 

• CPC to provide update(s) on any investigation and 
corrective actions taken. 

• Review by the Committee and Commission and 
recommend further action(s), including taking into 
account any identified capacity building needs and 
seriousness or frequency of the compliance issue 
where applicable. 

• Automatic inclusion of the compliance issue on the 
subsequent(s) Draft compliance report(s) for review by 
the Committee and Commission until the issue is no 
longer considered as ‘not resolved’ by the 

Compliance status1
 Criteria Suggested action 

   

Additional information 
required 

Where there exists no/insufficient/incorrect information 
or data for verification 

 

Review by the Committee and the Commission and seek 
further information and action(s) by Contracting 
Party(ies) 

Need of interpretation 
by the Committee 

Ambiguity of relevant obligation If necessary, review conservation measure to address any 
technical impediments to implementation 

No compliance status 
assigned 

Cases of emergency relating to the safety of a ship and 
those on board or saving life at sea 

No action required 

No consensus reached No consensus is reached on compliance status Report to reflect discussion in the Committee 
1 For the purposes of this Resolution, ‘compliance status’ refers to the adequacy of the relevant CPC’s response to the compliance issues identified with respect to the IATTC Resolutions 

and obligations. Suggested action’ refers to further actions to be taken to address compliance issues identified. 

 
  


