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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

PERMANENT WORKING GROUP ON TUNA TRACKING 

26TH MEETING  

La Jolla, California (USA)  
4 June 2009 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA  

  Documents 

1. Opening of the meeting  

2. Adoption of the agenda  

3. Approval of minutes of the 25th meeting  

4. Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system TT-26-04 

5. Other business  

6. Recommendations for the IRP   

7. Place and date of next meeting  

8. Adjournment  

The 26th Meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking was held in La Jolla, California 
(USA) on 4 June 2009.  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting  

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the IATTC, who requested candidatures 
for chairing the meeting in the absence of Lic. Sonia Salaverría, Chair of the Working Group.  Ing. Luís 
Torres, of Ecuador, was elected to chair the meeting.   

2. Adoption of the agenda  

The provisional agenda was adopted without modification.  

3. Approval of minutes of the 25th meeting 

The minutes of the 25th meeting, previously circulated by the Secretariat, were approved as presented.  

4. Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system 

Mr. Ernesto Altamirano, of the Secretariat, presented Document TT-26-04, Matters related to the Tuna 
Tracking and Dolphin-Safe Certification programs. He observed that the Secretariat has received six 
valid dolphin-safe certificates issued between 1 January 2008 and 5 May 2009, and that in no case had the 
weight recorded on the certificate exceeded the amount of dolphin safe tuna recorded on the 
corresponding Tuna Tracking Form (TTFs) by the observer, by a margin in excess of the permissible 10%   
He also reported that in 2009 to date, the Secretariat had received 92% of the original TTFs, less than the 
95% recorded in 2008. 

Mexico expressed its concern about the low number of certificates issued, and questioned whether the 
cost-benefit of the program is worthwhile, suggesting that  the situation be reviewed in order to identify 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/AIDCP-Dolphin-Safe-certification-system-REV-Oct2005.pdf
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actions that will allow a greater benefit from the certification program. 

5. Other business 

Costa Rica again raised the issue of pursuing conversion factors associated with processed weight and 
round weight of tuna, as a means of ensuring the integrity of the dolphin safe certificates.  Some 
delegations stated that this matter should be abandoned, since no progress had been made previously 
when this issue was addressed by the working group, in large measure because obtaining information of 
yields from the industry was not successful.  Costa Rica indicated that it was important not to abandon the 
matter, and asked that the Secretariat consider ways to address the question, using whatever information 
was available. 

Dr. Compeán noted that the Secretariat could not succeed in this unless the governments facilitated the 
support of their industries for access to relevant information, and thus allow a proposal to be presented. 
Also, there could be budgetary implications for the Secretariat in pursuing this matter.  The United States 
expressed its preference that this work not be an intensive exercise with such implications.  

It was noted that the discussion of the future of the working group had been left pending, and that four 
alternatives had been proposed:  

1. Merge this group with the group for promoting the AIDCP dolphin-safe certification system. 

2. Review the issues dealt with by this group as an item on the IRP. 

3. Reduce the number of meetings, and meet only once a year, either in June or in October. 

4. Keep the two groups separate, but complete their two meetings in one morning. 

The Chair observed that, with the decision of the 20th meeting of the Parties in November 2008 regarding 
the AIDCP meeting schedule, this matter could be considered resolved for the time being.  

6. Recommendations for the IRP  

There were no recommendations for the International Review Panel. 

7. Place and date of next meeting  

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held at the time of the next meeting of the Parties to the 
AIDCP. 

8. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned at 10.25 a.m. on 4 June 2009. 
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Appendix 1. 

ATTENDEES – ASISTENTES 

COLOMBIA 
CARLOS ROBLES 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural 
carlos.robles@minagricultura.gov.co 

VLADIMIR PUENTES 
Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial 
vpuentes@minambiente.gov.co  

ARMANDO  HERNÁNDEZ 
ICA / Programa Nacional de Observadores 
dirpescalimpia@cable.net.co 

COSTA RICA 
LUÍS DOBLES 

Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura 
ludora@ice.co.cr 

ASDRÚBAL VÁZQUEZ 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr 

BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
bchavarria@bcvabogados.com 

ECUADOR 
JIMMY MARTÍNEZ 

Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
jmartinez@mardex.com.ec 

LUÍS TORRES 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
probecuador@gye.satnet.net 

JOSÉ L. GARCÍA 
Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
jlgarcia@pesca.gov.ec 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

LUIGI BENINCASA 
ATUNEC 
info@atunec.com.ec 

 

EL SALVADOR 
CARLOS SÁNCHEZ 

Calvopesca 
carlos.sanchez@calvo.es 

 

EUROPEAN UNION – UNIÓN EUROPEA 
SANTIAGO NECHES 

Embajada de España en Washington 
neches@mapausa.org 

STAFFAN EKWALL 
European Commission 
staffan.ekwall@ec.europa.eu 

JAVIER ARÍZ 
Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

 
 

GUATEMALA 
HUGO ALSINA 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
hugo.alsina@maga.gob.gt 

 

MEXICO – MÉXICO 
MARIO AGUILAR 

CONAPESCA 
mariogaguilars@aol.com  

MICHEL DREYFUS 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx 

HUMBERTO ROBLES 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca  
hrobles@cicese.mx 
 

NICARAGUA 
JULIO C. GUEVARA 

INATUN 
cpesca@gfextun.com  
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PERÚ 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS 

Instituto del Mar del Perú 
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
DAVID HOGAN 

U.S. Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 

SARAH MCTEE 
US Department of State 
mcteesa@state.gov 

CRAIG D’ANGELO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
craig.d’angelo@noaa.gov 

CHRISTOPHER FANNING 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
chris.fanning@noaa.gov 

HEIDI HERMSMEYER 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
heidi.hermsmeyer@noaa.gov 

WILLIAM JACOBSON 
NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service 
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 

SUNEE SONU 
NOAA/ National Marine Fisheries Service 
sunee.sonu@noaa.gov 

BRADLEY WILEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
brad.wiley@noaa.gov 

SARAH WILKIN 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
sarah.wilkin@noaa.gov 

MICHELLE ZETWO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
michelle.zetwo@noaa.gov 

RANDI THOMAS 
National Fisheries Institute 
rthomas@nfi.org 
 
 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO 

PNOV/FUNDATUN 
fundatunpnov@cantv.net 

LILLO MANISCALCHI 
Avatun 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com  

OBSERVERS - OBSERVADORES 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
LINDA LARA 

AIDA 
larlinn@yahoo.com 

REBECCA REGNERY 
Humane Society International 
rregnery@hsus.org 

CRISTOBEL BLOCK 
The Humane Society of the U.S. 
kblock@hsus.org  

SECRETARIAT - SECRETARIA 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 

gcompean@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 

ealtamirano@iattc.org 
RICARDO BELMONTES 

rbelmontes@iattc.org  
DAVID BRATTEN 

dbratten@iattc.org 
MÓNICA GALVÁN 

mgalvan@iattc.org 
MARTÍN HALL 

mhall@iattc.org 
BRIAN HALLMAN 

bhallman@iattc.org 

MILTON LÓPEZ 
mlopez@iattc.org 

CLERIDY LENNERT 
clennert@iattc.org 

MARY CARMEN LÓPEZ 
mclopez@iattc.org 

CYNTHIA SACCO 
csacco@iattc.org 

ENRIQUE UREÑA 
eurena@iattc.org 

ROBERTO URIARTE 
ruriarte@iattc.org 

NICHOLAS WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
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