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Dolphin mortality
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2008 incidental dolphin mortality estimates, population abundanc2008 incidental dolphin mortality estimates, population abundance (Gerrodette e (Gerrodette 
et al., 2006), and relative population mortality.et al., 2006), and relative population mortality.
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Problem: Major Gear MalfunctionsProblem: Major Gear Malfunctions

• Gear maintenance
• Avoid gear stress
• Responses: net towing, 

rescue platforms
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• Malfunctions:      0.26
• No malfunction:   0.14
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Problem: Net CollapseProblem: Net Collapse

• Net collapse:      0.28
• No net collapse:  0.19

• Avoid strong currents
• Maintain gear
• Set downwind
• Tow vessel and net
• Minimize set delays
• Herd dolphins away from the 

collapse
• Backdown with proper arc
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Dolphin sets: 1993-1996
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Dolphin sets: 1997-2000
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Dolphin sets: 2001-2004
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Number of dolphin sets by latitude
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Cumulative % of dolphin sets by latitude
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Cumulative % of dolphin sets by longitude
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Spotted dolphin
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2008  +2.2%  +17,000 dolphins



Spinner dolphin
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Who saved the dolphins?Who saved the dolphins?

•• The fishersThe fishers
•• The industry and conservation The industry and conservation 

organizations organizations that supported the that supported the 
AIDCPAIDCP

•• The government representatives The government representatives 
•• The National ProgramsThe National Programs
•• The IATTC staffThe IATTC staff


