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AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

17TH MEETING OF THE PARTIES 

Cancun (Mexico) 
20 and 22 June 2007 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

AGENDA  
  Documents 

1. Opening of meeting  
2. Election of Chairman  
3. Adoption of agenda  
4. Approval of the minutes of the 16th Meeting of the Parties    
5. Secretariat’s Report on the IDCP MOP-17-05 
6. AIDCP budget MOP-17-06 
7. Fees and observer coverage for vessels with sealed wells VES-1 Minutes 
8. Review of implementation of provision addressing frivolous 

requests for DMLs (Annex IV.I.9) 
MOP-17-08 

9. Report of the International Review Panel    
10. Review of effect of reduction in frequency of meetings  
11. Report from the Joint Working Group on Fishing by Non-Parties  
12. Recommendations from the Scientific Advisory Board  
13. Other business  
14. Place and date of next meeting  
15. Adjournment  

 
1. Opening of meeting 

The meeting was opened on 20 June by Dr. Robin Allen, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC), which serves as the Secretariat to the Agreement on the International Dolphin 
Program (AIDCP).  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

2. Election of Chairman 

Lic. Marcela Aguiñaga, of Ecuador, was elected chair of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was adopted as presented. 

4. Approval of the minutes of the 16th Meeting of the Parties 

The minutes of the 16th meeting were approved. 

5. Secretariat’s report on the IDCP 

Dr. Allen presented this report (Document MOP-17-05).   He noted that dolphin mortality during 2006 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/VES-1-Minutes-Oct-2006.pdf
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was only 886 animals, a 23% decrease from the 1151 figure of 2005.  He attributed this, in large measure, 
to the lower number of sets on dolphins during 2006. 

6. AIDCP budget 

Dr. Allen presented Document MOP 17-06, which shows the actual costs for 2006, the expected budget 
for 2007 and proposed budget for 2008 to support all costs related to the AIDCP.   

7. Fees and observer coverage for vessels with sealed wells 

The meeting discussed whether vessels with sealed wells should pay assessments on the basis of the 
original volume of the vessel or its volume with wells sealed.  The IATTC Working Group on Vessel 
Measurement had recommended in October 2006 that the assessments should be based on the volume of 
the vessel before any wells were sealed, but not all delegations were prepared to formally agree to this 
recommendation at this time.  It was agreed that this topic should be discussed again by the Parties. 

8. Review of implementation of provision addressing frivolous requests for DMLs (Annex IV.I.9) 

Dr. Allen presented Document MOP-17-08, which reviews the vessels that did not fulfill the requirements 
of Annex IV.I.9. regarding the number of sets on dolphins and the amount of yellowfin tuna taken during 
such sets. Dr. Allen reminded the meeting that the reason for establishing this provision was to protect the 
Parties against the possibility that vessels would request DMLs with no real intention of utilizing them, 
which would have a negative impact upon the distribution of DMLs to vessels that actually set on 
dolphins. In practice there have not been any such ‘frivolous’ requests, but a number of vessels have, for 
various reasons, not fulfilled the requirements of Annex IV.I.9.   

The document presented shows that, of the 105 vessels that received DMLs in 2006, 11 did not meet the 
requirements of Annex IV.I.9 for receiving a DML in 2008:  

(a) two vessels made more than 5% of their sets on dolphins, but the average catch of yellowfin in each 
vessel’s sets was less than three metric tons;  

(b) three vessels’ average catch of yellowfin was over three metric tons per set on dolphins, but they 
made less than 5% of their sets on dolphins;  

(c) five vessels did not make at least 5% of their sets on dolphins, nor was the average catch of yellowfin 
in each of those vessels’ sets at least three metric tons; and  

(d) one vessel did not fish at all during the year. 

It was noted that the vessels affected by the application of Annex IV.I.9 would not be able to receive 
DMLs unless their failure to meet the requirements of the Annex was due to reasons of force majeure, 
and that it appeared this would have to be addressed on a case-by-case basis during the meeting in 
October 2007.  Panama proposed that all affected vessels be considered as force majeure cases and be 
allowed DMLs for 2008.  No one spoke against this proposal, but it was not clear if the meeting agreed to 
it either. 

9. Report of the International Review Panel 

The Presider of the Panel presented his report. He noted that the Panel had the following 
recommendations for the Parties: 

1. That the name of a vessel and the Party in which it is registered be released to the IRP.  This was the 
case of a vessel of less than 363 t sighted by an observer fishing on dolphins that had been reviewed 
at the IRP meeting in October 2006.  The flag government had been notified three times by the 
Secretariat that the vessel should carry an observer and pay the corresponding assessment to the 
AIDCP, but it had not responded to any of these communications. Furthermore, the vessel had made 
at least six trips since December 2006. 

2. That another round of elections for non-governmental members of the Panel be conducted due to the 
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fact that not enough candidates were nominated to fill all of the available positions on the Panel.  
Only one nomination for tuna industry representation on the IRP and another for representation by 
non-governmental environmental organizations had been received, leaving vacant two additional 
members and an alternate for each group.  The IRP recommended that 30 days be provided for the 
submission of nominations and 15 additional days for the election process.  Thus, the deadline for 
receipt of nominations would be 19 July, and the election would be held between 20 July and 4 
August. 

3. Assign second-semester DMLs to a vessel, which, for reasons of force majeure, had not been able to 
make sets on dolphins before 1 April. The Panel agreed to grant the vessel a second-semester DML, 
to be obtained from an internal redistribution of the national DMLs of the flag government of the 
vessel in question.  

The Parties agreed to these three recommendations from the IRP.   

10. Review of effect of reduction in frequency of meetings 

Dr. Allen reminded the meeting of the decision made by the Parties in June 2005 to cancel, on a trial 
basis, the February 2006 and February 2007 meetings of the AIDCP, and to review the impact of that 
decision in June 2006 and again in June 2007.   

Dr. Allen noted that, from the Secretariat’s point of view, the effect of not having the February meetings 
was a slight reduction in costs and some delays in the reporting of possible infractions to governments 
and in the subsequent actions taken by governments.  Fortunately, the elimination of the February 
meetings the past two years had also coincided with a reduction in reported violations of the agreement, 
thereby minimizing the impact of delays in dealing with infractions.   

The Parties agreed to continue in future without a February meeting, thus having only two sets of AIDCP 
meetings each year. 

11. Report from the Joint Working Group on Fishing by Non-Parties 

The Chair of this working group noted that her written report of the meeting was available, and also that 
there no recommendations for he AIDCP Parties had emerged from the meeting. 

12. Recommendations from the Scientific Advisory Board 

Dr. Allen reported that there were no recommendations for the Parties from the Scientific Advisory 
Board. 

13. Other business 

Mexico reported that seven countries had agreed on a joint statement on the AIDCP (Appendix 2) 
criticizing the United States for not fulfilling its commitment to grant effective access to its market for 
tuna caught in the eastern Pacific Ocean as required by the IDCP, through the 1995 Declaration of 
Panama, and exhorting the United States to fulfill all of its obligations and not to undermine the AIDCP. 

The United States responded that it had made strenuous efforts to provide market access to AIDCP 
dolphin safe tuna, that it was meeting all of its legal obligations pursuant to the AIDCP, and that it wished 
to continue cooperating on dolphin conservation with all of the other Parties. 

14. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Parties will be held in October in La Jolla, California. 

15. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned on 22 June 2007. 
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Appendix 1. 
ATTENDEES – ASISTENTES 

BOLIVIA 
CARLOS VALVERDE 

Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 
unipesca_7@hotmail.com  

HERNAN BECERRA 
Ministerio de Defensa Nacional 
unipesca_7@hotmail.com 

COLOMBIA 
ARMANDO HERNÁNDEZ 

Programa Nacional de Observadores Colombia 
observadores@incoder.gov.co 

 

COSTA RICA 
ASDRÚBAL VÁSQUEZ 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr 

BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
INCOPESCA 
bchavarria@bcvabogados.com  

ECUADOR  
MARCELA  AGUIÑAGA 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca  
Subse01@subpesca.gov.ec 

LUIS TORRES  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuicultura y Pesca 
asesor01@subpesca.gov.ec 

IVAN CEDEÑO 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 
icedeno@inp.gov.ec 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO  
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
direjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

RAMÓN MONTAÑO 
ATUNEC 
ramonmontano@eircom.net 

EL SALVADOR 
SONIA SALAVERRÍA 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
ssalaverría@mag.gob.sv   

CARLOS SÁNCHEZ 
Grupo Calvo 
Carlos.sanchez@calvo.es 

EUROPEAN UNION - UNIÓN EUROPEA 
SAMUEL JUÁREZ* 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación 
juarez@mapausa.org 

STAFFAN EKWALL 
European Commission 
staffan.ekwall@ec.europa.eu 

ALAN GRAY 
European Commission 
alan.gray@ec.europa.eu 

JAVIER ARÍZ 
Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

GUATEMALA 
EDILBERTO RUÍZ - COMMISSIONER 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
era.ruiz@gmail.com 

HUGO ALSINA 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
hugo.alsina@maga.gob.gt 

MÉXICO 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN 

FIDEMAR 
compean@inp.sagarpa.gob.mx 

PEDRO ULLOA 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca 
ulloapedro@hotmail.com 

 HUMBERTO ROBLES 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca  
hrobles@cicese.mx 

MARIO AGUILAR 
Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
mariogaguilars@aol.com 

MARTHA ESTRADA 
Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
mestrada@conapesca.sagarpa.gob.mx 

ANTONIO FUENTES 
PROFEPA 
afuentes@profepa.gob.mx 

LUÍS FLEISCHER 
Instituto Ncional de la Pesca  
lfleischer21@yahoo.com 

MARK ROBERTSON 
Williams Mullen Strategies 
mrobertson@williamsmullen.com 

NICARAGUA 
MANUEL PÉREZ 

INPESCA/Instituto Nicaraguense de Pesca y Acuicultura 
manuel.perez@mific.gob.ni   
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PANAMÁ 
ARNULFO FRANCO  

Fundacion Internacional de Pesca 
alfranco27@yahoo.com 

MARÍA PATRICIA DÍAZ  
Fundacion Internacional de Pesca 
Pinky_diaz@hotmail.com  

DAVID SILVA 
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuaticos de Panama 
davidsilvat@yahoo.com  

JULIO GUEVARA  
Fundacion Internacional de Pesca 
programanacionalobservadores@gmail.com  

PERÚ 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS* 

Instituto del Mar del Perú 
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
RODNEY MCINNIS 

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Rod.Mcinnis@noaa.gov 

DAVID HOGAN 
Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 

CLAYTON STANGER 
Department of State 
stangercm@state.gov 

OTHA EASLEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
otha.easley@noaa.gov 

 JUDSON FEDER 
NOAA-Office of General Counsel  
judson.feder@noaa.gov 

WILLIAM JACOBSON 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 

JEREMY RUSIN 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
   Jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov  

BRADLEY WILEY 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
Bradwiley@noaa.gov 

PAUL ORTÍZ 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration 
paul.ortiz@noaa.gov 

 RANDI THOMAS 
United States Tuna Foundation 

   rthomas@nfi.org 
PAUL KRAMPE 

American Tuna Boat Association 
   krampepaul@aol.com 
JOHN ZUANICH 

Del Monte Foods 
     john.zuanich@delmonte.com 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO 

PNOV/FUNDATUN 
fundatunpnov@cantv.net 

CARLOS MILANO 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura 
presidencia@inapesca.gov.ve 

CRISTINA STREDEL 
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca y Acuicultura  
ori@inapesca.gob.ve 

LILLO MANISCALCHI 
AVATUN 
lillomaniscalchi@cantv.net 

OBSERVERS - OBSERVADORES 

BELIZE - BELICE 
ANGELO MOUZOUROPOULOS 

International Merchant Marine Registry 
angelom@immarbe.com 

 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
VICKI CORNISH 

Ocean Conservancy 
vcornish@oceanconservancy.org 

REBECCA REGNERY 
The Humane Society of the U.S. 
rregnery@hsus.org 

SECRETARIAT – SECRETARÍA 
ROBIN ALLEN, Director 

rallen@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 

ealtamirano@iattc.org 
DAVID BRATTEN 

dbratten@iattc.org 
MÓNICA GALVÁN 

mgalvan@iattc.org 

BRIAN HALLMAN 
bhallman@iattc.org 

CYNTHIA SACCO 
  csacco@iattc.org  
NICHOLAS WEBB 

nwebb@iattc.org 
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Appendix 2. 

JOINT STATEMENT ON THE AIDCP BY BOLIVIA, EL SALVADOR, 
GUATEMALA, MEXICO, NICARAGUA, VANUATU AND VENEZUELA 

Recognizing the commitments made by the Parties to the Agreement on the International 
Dolphin Conservation Program (AIDCP), the governments of Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Vanuatu and Venezuela, gathered at the 17th Meeting of the Parties to the 
AIDCP, in Cancun, Mexico, on 20 June 2007, 

DECLARE: 
1. Complete satisfaction with the successful results systematically obtained in the international 

agreement that is carried out in the Eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO) which guarantees the 
conservation of all the species associated with this fishery.  

2. However, we state our deep concern at the fact that the United States of America to date is 
not fulfilling its commitment to grant effective access to its market for tuna caught in the 
EPO as required by the IDCP, through Annex I of the 1995 Declaration of Panama which 
expressly notes with regard to the United States of America: “Effective access for tuna 
caught in compliance with the La Jolla Agreement”, that has become the AIDCP.  This by 
continuing to reject the AIDCP dolphin safe certification for those that decide to use it. 

3. It is worth recalling and emphasizing that both the United States of America and all the 
signatories present, when they made the commitments in the Declaration of Panama, did so 
without any reservation nor limitation to the domestic legal system, without any State Party 
being exempt from compliance with the obligations acquired.  

4. The above-described situation jeopardizes cooperation for conservation, required by the 
AIDCP, international law, the States and the fleets that operate sustainably in the framework 
of these agreements.  In this regard we reiterate the importance of the United States of 
America demonstrating to the signatory countries concrete and effective actions, towards the 
effective conservation of dolphins and other important species of the marine ecosystem, 
complying with its commitments through inter alia, appeal to the Supreme Court and the 
application of its domestic laws and regulations that the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
has the responsibility to implement to eliminate the illegal barriers that impede effective 
access to the market, in this case for tuna caught in a manner consistent with AIDCP dolphin 
safe. 

5. In view of all the above, we exhort the United States of America to fulfill, fully and 
completely, the obligations it has committed to and not undermine the AIDCP. All the High 
Contracting Parties, must demonstrate effective commitment to the fulfillment of the 
obligations in order to achieve the permanence of and in the AIDCP. 

29 June 2007 

Signed by the delegations of: 

BOLIVIA, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, MEXICO, NICARAGUA, VANUATU, VENEZUELA 
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