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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW PANEL 

MINUTES OF THE 40TH MEETING 
La Jolla, California (USA) 

19 October 2005 
 

Presider:  Mr. Carlos Aldereguía (European Union) 

AGENDA  

  Documents 
1. Opening of the meeting  
2. Election of the Presider  
3. Adoption of the agenda  
4. Approval of the minutes of the 39th meeting  
5. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) for 2005 IRP-40-05 
6. DMLs for 2006:  

 a.  Review of vessels qualified to receive DMLs for 2006 IRP-40-06a 
 b.  Consideration of recent force majeure requests in the implementation of 

Annex IV (I) 9 (frivolous requests) 
 

 7.  Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains IRP-40-07 
8. Review of observer data  
9. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:  

 a.  Actions taken since report at 39th IRP meeting IRP-40-09a 
 b.  Status review of special cases IRP-40-09b 

10.  Amendment of guidelines for transit waivers IRP-40-10 
11. Amendment of Annex IV regarding DMLs:  

 a.  RDA and second-semester DMLs IRP-40-11a 
 b.  Requirement to have a national Tuna Tracking System  IRP-40-11b 

12. Comparison of Observer Programs IRP-40-12 
13. Effect of Resolution on a pattern of infractions (A-02-03) IRP-40-13 
14. Use of data screening to evaluate captain and vessel performance  
15. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  
16. Report of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin 

Safe Tuna Certification System  

17. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties  
18. Other business    
19. Place and date of next meeting  
20. Adjournment  

APPENDICES 
1. List of attendees 
2. Report of the 20th meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking 
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http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-06a-Solicitudes-LMD-DML-requests-2006.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-07-Lista-capitanes - Captain-List.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-09a-Respuestas-infracciones - Infraction-responsesREV.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-09b-Special-cases.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-10-Amendment-transit-waiver-guidelines.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-11a-RDA -2nd-semester-DMLs.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-11b-LMD-y-SSVA-nacional - DMLs-and-national-TTVS.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-12-Observer-program-comparison.pdf
http://iattc.org/PDFFiles/A-02-03 Resolution on pattern of infractions.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-13-Pattern-of-infractions.pdf
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The 40th Meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) was held in La Jolla, California, on 19 October 
2005.  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

Dr. Robin Allen, Director of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), which provides the 
Secretariat for the AIDCP, declared the meeting open. 

2. Election of the Presider 

Mr. Carlos Aldereguía, of the European Union delegation, was elected Presider of the meeting. 

3. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was approved without modifications 

4. Approval of minutes of the 39th meeting 

The minutes of the 39th meeting of the Panel were approved. 

5. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) for 2005 

The Secretariat reviewed the status of the assignments, reallocations, and utilization of DMLs in 2005, 
summarized in Document IRP-40-05.   

6. DMLs for 2006 

a. Review of vessels qualified to receive DMLs for 2006 

The Secretariat presented the situation regarding requests for DMLs for 2006, summarized in Document 
IRP-40-06a. 

Nicaragua advised the meeting that the three Nicaraguan-flag vessels shown in the document as not 
having paid the required assessments owe very small amounts, and proposed that they be granted DMLs, 
with the stipulation that no observers would be placed on these vessels until the fees are fully paid.  This 
proposal was agreed by the meeting. 

In the presentation of the 2006 DML requests, the Secretariat explained the situation with respect to five 
vessels which were in the process of changing flag to Panama and for which Panama had requested 
DMLs for 2006.  This matter generated considerable discussion by the Panel, during which it came to 
light that there were two other Parties in a similar circumstances, i.e., in the process of obtaining vessels, 
two in each case, and expected to do so before the end of 2005. 

In the end, all of the Parties except Colombia reached agreement on how to resolve this matter.  
Generally, it was agreed that the nine vessels in question could have DMLs allocated to them if, by 1 
January 2006, they have clearly changed flag and are included on the IATTC Regional Vessel Register.  
Because of Colombia’s reservation, the meeting decided that it would be necessary to ask the Meeting of 
the Parties to the AIDCP to address the issue.  

Another DML issue which was not resolved was the question of assigning a 2006 DML to vessel “G”.  
The Panel decided to also send this issue to the meeting of the Parties for resolution. 

b. Consideration of recent force majeure requests in the implementation of Annex IV (I) 9 
(frivolous requests) 

Dr. Allen explained that two vessels did not meet the requirements of Annex IV (I) 9 (formerly 8), which 
addresses frivolous requests for DMLs, and thus would not be eligible for 2006 DMLs unless force 
majeure exemptions were granted, as provided by the Agreement.  These cases were discussed by the 
meeting and the exemptions were granted.   

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-05-Mortality-Mortalidad-2005.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-06a-Solicitudes-LMD-DML-requests-2006.pdf
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7. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains 

The Secretariat presented an update of the situation regarding the List of Qualified Captains, summarized 
in Document IRP-40-07. 

8. Review of observer data 

The Secretariat presented the data reported by observers of the On-Board Observer Program relating to 
possible infractions received and processed by the Secretariat since the Panel’s previous meeting.  The 
Panel discussed those cases that were not automatically referred to the pertinent Parties, and forwarded 
those that indicated possible infractions of the AIDCP to the responsible government for investigation and 
possible sanction. 

9. Review of actions by Parties on possible infraction reported by the IRP  

a. Actions taken since report at 39th meeting 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-40-9a, detailing the responses received from the Parties in cases 
of six categories of possible infractions identified by the previous three meetings of the IRP. 

b. Status review of special cases 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-40-9b, which reviews the status of the various cases classified 
by the Panel as special cases. 

Case 31-01 (Fishing captain A): the Panel decided to remove this case from the list of special cases. 

Case 32-01 (Vessel F): the question was not resolved of whether this vessel should not be considered 
culpable for an infraction (thus triggering a “pattern of infractions”) because of the determination of the 
relevant Party that the captain was responsible, not the vessel.  The United States and the European Union 
expressed their concern that such an approach could have significant implications for the Agreement, 
which is written in terms of vessel infractions. 

Case 36-01 (Vessel G): this case was discussed, but no resolution or new information emerged from the 
discussion. 

Case 37-01: the Panel decided to remove this case from the list of special cases, as the investigation was 
completed and a sanction imposed by the Party. 

Case 37-02: the Panel decided to remove this case from the list of special cases. 

Case 37-03: the Panel decided to remove this case from the list of special cases, as there was nothing 
more that could be done since the vessel had changed flags.  The Panel asked the Secretariat to examine 
the options available under the Agreement to address what appears to be a loophole: the possibility of 
avoiding sanctions for violations of the Agreement by changing flags before an investigation can be 
initiated or completed.  It was decided that this issue should be considered at the next meeting of the 
Panel.   

Case 38-01:  The Secretariat reported that it had no additional information on this case. 

Case 39-01:  The Secretariat reported that it had heard from the Party just before the Panel meeting that 
this case is still under investigation. 

10. Review of guidelines for transit waivers  

Dr. Allen reminded the Panel that, at its 39th meeting, it had asked the Secretariat to modify the 
guidelines, and he reviewed the new proposed guidelines, contained in Document IRP-40-10.  The Panel 
agreed to the modified guidelines, and requested that they be forwarded to the Meeting of the Parties for 
approval. 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-07-Lista-capitanes - Captain-List.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-09a-Respuestas-infracciones - Infraction-responsesREV.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-09b-Special-cases.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-10-Amendment-transit-waiver-guidelines.pdf
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11. Amendment of Annex IV regarding DMLs: 

a. RDA and second-semester DMLs 

Dr. Allen presented Document IRP-40-11a, to amend Annex IV of the AIDCP regarding the Reserve 
DML Allocation (RDA) and second-semester DMLs, as requested by the 39th meeting of the Panel.   The 
Panel agreed to forward the proposed amendment to the Meeting of the Parties for approval, and also 
asked the Secretariat to prepare a draft amendment to the Agreement to reflect an additional purpose for 
the RDA, as discussed in Document IRP-40-11a. 

b. Requirement to have a national Tuna Tracking System 

Dr. Allen Presented Document IRP-40-11b to amend Annex IV of the AIDCP to make it a requirement 
for a Party to have a national tuna tracking system in order for its vessels to be eligible for DMLs, as 
requested by the 39th meeting of the Panel.  The Panel agreed to forward the proposed amendment to the 
Meeting of the Parties for approval. 

12. Comparison of observer programs  

Dr. Allen presented Document IRP-40-12 regarding a comparison the IATTC observer program, by 
country, and the national programs of Ecuador, Mexico and Venezuela for their respective fleets.  The 
European Union wanted the record to be clear that all of the data from its program had been provided, and 
were not included in the document only because there were not enough observed trips to have meaningful 
data. 

The analysis by the Secretariat did not reveal any significant statistical differences among the different 
observer programs. 

Dr. Allen noted that the Secretariat has started using advanced statistical analysis techniques to analyze 
IATTC observer data to identify any instances of unusual patterns of reporting by individual observers, 
and commented that it might be useful to consider whether this approach is more useful than the current 
one, in terms of analyzing the integrity of the On-Board Observer Program.    

13. Effect of Resolution on a pattern of infractions (A-02-03) 

The Secretariat presented Document IRP-40-13, which analyzes the effect of AIDCP Resolution A-02-03 
defining a pattern of infractions.  There were no comments from the Panel on this document. 

14. Use of data screening to evaluate captain and vessel performance 

Dr. Allen reminded the meeting that the IRP had requested the advice of the Scientific Advisory Board 
(SAB) on this issue.  The performance of vessels is reviewed for the assignment of DMLs, and that of 
captains to recognize the three captains with the best records in minimizing dolphin mortality each year.  
A screening method was proposed so that unusual observer data would not be included in these two 
performance evaluations. 

Dr. Allen reported that the SAB endorsed the screening technique to the IRP for purposes of evaluating 
vessel and captain performances. 

 It was agreed that a recommendation to use this technique be forwarded to the Meeting of the Parties for 
approval. 

15. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking  

The Chair of this Working Group presented her report to the Panel (Appendix 2), noting that there was 
one recommendation regarding a modification to the Procedures for AIDCP Dolphin Safe Certification.  
The Panel endorsed this recommendation, and agreed to forward it the Meeting of the Parties for 
approval. 

16. Report of the Working Group to Promote and Publicize the AIDCP Dolphin Safe Tuna 

http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-11a-RDA -2nd-semester-DMLs.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-11b-LMD-y-SSVA-nacional - DMLs-and-national-TTVS.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-12-Observer-program-comparison.pdf
http://iattc.org/PDFFiles/A-02-03 Resolution on pattern of infractions.pdf
http://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles2/IRP-40-13-Pattern-of-infractions.pdf
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Certification System 

The Chair of this Working Group presented his report to the Panel. 

17. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties  

The Panel recommended that the meeting of the Parties approve: 

1. The modified guidelines for transit waivers (item 10 of these minutes). 

2. The amendment of Annex IV regarding DMLs (item 11a). 

3. The amendment of Annex IV regarding a national tuna tracking system (item 11b). 

4. The use of data screening to evaluate captain and vessel performance (item 14). 

5. The modification of the Procedures for AIDCP Dolphin Safe Certification recommended by the 
Working Group on Tuna Tracking (item 15). 

18. Other business 

No other business was discussed. 

19. Place and date of next meeting 

The Panel agreed to hold its next meeting in Korea in June 2006, in conjunction with the IATTC annual 
meeting and the meeting of the Parties to the AIDCP.  

20. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned on 19 October 2005. 
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Appendix 1. 

ATTENDEES - ASISTENTES 

COLOMBIA 
FERNANDO ARBELÁEZ  

Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural 
secretariageneral@minagricultura.gov.co 

JULIÁN BOTERO  
Instituto Colombiano de Desarrollo Rural 
julian-botero@incoder.gov.co 

JUAN G. CASTRO  
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo  
jcastro@mincomercio.gov.co  

DIEGO CANELOS 
Seatech International, Inc. 
dcanelos@col3.telecom.com.co 
 

 GUILLERMO DAW  
Grupo Alimentario del Atlántico, S. A.  
frigogan@latino.net.co 

ALEJANDRO LONDOÑO  
Cámara de la Industria Pesquera de la ANDI y 
APROPESCA  
alondono@andi.com.co 

HUGO MARINO  
Grupo Alimentario de La Costa, S. A. 
hmarino@gralco.com.co 

LUÍS R. PAREDES  
Seatech International, Inc. 
lrparedes@lexpraxis.com  

COSTA RICA 
ASDRÚBAL VÁSQUEZ  

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
vazqueza1@ice.co.cr 

 GEORGE HEIGOLD  
Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuacultura  
velerosdelsur@hotmail.com 

ECUADOR 
LUIS TORRES  

Ministerio de Comercio Exterior, Industrialización, 
Pesca y Competitividad 
Asesor01@subpesca.gov.ec 

  

EL SALVADOR 
SONIA SALAVERRÍA  

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
ssalaverría@mag.gob.sv  
  

 RAÚL AGUILAR  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
raguilar@mag.gob.sv     

EUROPEAN UNION - UNIÓN EUROPEA 
ROBERTO CESARI 

European Commission 
roberto.cesari@cec.eu.int 

CARLOS ALDEREGUÍA  
Secretaría General de Pesca Marítima 
caldereg@mapya.es 

ELISA BARAHONA  
Secretaría General de Pesca Marítima  
ebarahon@mapya.es 

 JAVIER ARÍZ  
Instituto Español de Oceanografía 
javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 

JULIO MORÓN  
OPAGAC 
opagac@arrakis.es 

 

MEXICO 
RICARDO BELMONTES  

Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
rbelmontesa@conapesca.sagarpa.gob.mx 

MARIO AGUILAR  
Comisión Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca 
mariogaguilars@aol.com 

MICHEL DREYFUS  
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
dreyfus@cicese.mx 

 HUMBERTO ROBLES  
Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
atundelf@cicese.mx  

MARK ROBERTSON 
Williams Mullen Strategies  
mrobertson@williamsmullen.com  
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NICARAGUA 

MIGUEL MARENCO  
Administración Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura 
miguel.marenco@mific.gob.ni 

MANUEL  PÉREZ  
Administración Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura 
manuel.perez@mific.gob.ni 

 EDWARD WEISSMAN  
Jorge Fishing, Inc. 
eweissman@aol.com  

 

PANAMA 
DAVID  SILVA  

Autoridad Marítima de Panamá 
davidsilvat@yahoo.com  

MA. PATRICIA DÍAZ  
Robles y Robles 
mpdiaz@robleslaw.com 

 ARNULFO FRANCO  
FIPESCA 
afranco@cwpanama.net 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
DAVID HOGAN  

Department of State 
hogandf@state.gov 

CLAYTON STANGER  
Department of State  
stangercm@state.gov 

PAT DONLEY 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Pat.Donley@noaa.gov 

CHRISTOPHER FANNING 
National Marine Fisheries Service  
chris.fanning@noaa.gov 

JUDSON FEDER  
National Marine Fisheries Service  
judson.feder@noaa.gov  

 ALEXIS GUTIERREZ 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alexis.gutierrez@noaa.gov  

JESSICA KONDEL  
National Marine Fisheries Service  
Jessica.Kondel@noaa.gov  

JEREMY RUSIN  
National Marine Fisheries Service  
Jeremy.Rusin@noaa.gov  

MICHELLE ZETWO   
National Marine Fisheries Service 
michelle.zetwo@noaa.gov 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO  

Ministerio de Agricultura y Tierras 
fundatunpnov@cantv.net  

  

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
MARCIAL LIZARRAGA 

FEMA 
Marcial_leonardo@hotmail.com  

  

TUNA INDUSTRY – INDUSTRIA ATUNERA 
MANUEL CALVO  

Grupo Calvo  
mane.calvo@grupocalvo.com.sv 

 CARLOS HUSSONG  
CANAINPESCA 
canainpe@dfi.telmex.net.mx 

SECRETARIAT - SECRETARÍA 
ROBIN ALLEN, DIRECTOR 

rallen@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 

ealtamirano@iattc.org 
DAVID BRATTEN 

dbratten@iattc.org  
ALEJANDRA FERREIRA 

aferreira@iattc.org 

 MÓNICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 

JOSHUE GROSS 
jgross@iattc.org  

BRIAN HALLMAN 
bhallman@iattc.org 

NICHOLAS WEBB 
nwebb@iattc.org 
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Appendix 2. 
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP ON TUNA TRACKING 

20TH MEETING 

 CHAIR´S REPORT 

The 20th meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking was held in La Jolla, California on 
October 18, 2005.  Attending were representatives of Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, 
European Union, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, United States of America and Venezuela. 

1. Opening of the Meeting 

The meeting was opened by Ms. Pat Donley of the United States, the Chair of the Working Group. 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

The agenda of adopted without changes. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the 19th meeting 

The minutes of the 19th meeting of the working group were approved as previously circulated by the 
Secretariat. 

4. Presentation of Nicaraguan Tuna Tracking Plan 

Dr. Manuel Pérez narrated an informative presentation of the tuna tracking plan developed for use in 
Nicaragua.  He agreed to make copies of his presentation available to the  members. 

5. Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system (TT-20-05) 

Dr. Allen presented the Secretariat’s report on the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system.  
In answer to a question, Dr. Allen affirmed that, in the case of the one discrepancy of more than 10 
percent between TTF and Certificate weight, the tuna was whole, not processed.  It was noted that 
certificates must be submitted to the Secretariat within the first five days of the month following the 
month in which the certificate was issued.  Several members believed that this may be too short a time 
when certificates are issued near the end of the month.  The Working Group agreed to request that the IRP 
approve a modification to the Procedures for AIDCP dolphin-safe certification for submission of the 
certificates within 15 days instead of 5.  The Working Group also discussed establishing a deadline for 
submission of certificates.  For example, a certificate received by the Secretariat more than 60 or 90 days 
after its issuance would not be considered valid.  The Working Group did not approve this change.   

6. Draft conversion factor questionnaire (TT-20-06) 

Dr. Allen presented a form and instructions prepared by the Secretariat for processors to report yields of 
raw tuna to final products.  Several concerns were voiced, including problems with including tuna 
species, use of length instead of weight (as used on the form), and the need for several forms to survey 
yields for many diverse final products.  After discussion, the Working Group agreed that the advice of 
industry is required before we can proceed, and despite some of the weaknesses of the form, it would be a 
good idea to make a start toward solving the issue of yields.  Therefore, the Working Group agreed to 
request that the Secretariat provide the forms and instructions with a letter to each member government 
explaining what we are trying to do and requesting that each government survey its processors as to the 
usefulness of the form, the yields or range of yields for products, their comments on the form and any 
other pertinent information they may wish to provide.  The governments will be asked to return the results 
of this survey to the Secretariat within 90 days. 

7. Implementation of section 7 of the Tuna Tracking and Verification system regarding 
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international program to review and check national programs (TT-20-07) 

After opening remarks from Dr. Allen, the Working Group discussed the recommendations contained in 
the document.  Several issues surfaced with regard to establishing an international audit and/or spot check 
program.  Among these were: (1) the need to involve an objective third party; (2) expansion of the 
program to include all facets of the AIDCP; (3) participation in audits and/or spot checks by the 
Secretariat; (4) logistics, i.e., budget and time and method.  After discussion the members agreed that 
each country will report on their audits and spot checks at the next meeting of the Working Group.  The 
representative of the EU volunteered to prepare a more extensive document on the subject, and the 
representative of Mexico invited Dr. Allen or some other member of the Secretariat to participate in a spot 
check or audit to be conducted before the next meeting of the Working Group. 

8. Recommendations for the IRP 

It is recommended that the Procedures for AIDCP dolphin-safe certification be amended to reflect that 
the deadline for submission of certificates to the Secretariat be changed from five days after the end of the 
corresponding month to 15 days after. 

9. Other business 

There was no other business. 

10. Place and date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held prior to the next IRP meeting in June 2006. 

11. Adjournment  

The meeting was adjourned. 


