
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

WORKING GROUP ON FINANCE 

MINUTES OF THE 4TH MEETING 

San Salvador (El Salvador) 
June 18, 2001 

Chairman: James T. McCarthy (United States) 

AGENDA 
1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Contributions to the budget for FY 2002 (1 October 2001-30 September 2002)  
4. Other business 
5. Adjournment 

APPENDICES 

1. List of attendees 

The 4th Meeting of the Working Group on Finance was held in San Salvador (El Salvador) on June 18, 
2001.  The attendees are listed in Appendix 1. 

The Chairman, Mr. James T. McCarthy, United States Commissioner, opened the meeting.  The agenda 
was adopted without modifications.  

3. Contributions to the budget for FY 2002 (1 October 2001-30 September 2002) 

Dr. Robin Allen, Director of the IATTC, summarized recent developments in the Working Group on 
Finance and stressed the need for the Working Group at this stage to recommend the level of 
contributions by each member country to the IATTC budget for FY 2002.  He noted that the Working 
Group, at its third meeting, held in La Jolla in February 2001, agreed on a draft Resolution on the long-
term financing of the Commission and that this Resolution would be discussed by the Commission during 
its meeting later in the week. 

A number of delegations made interventions regarding the level of contributions they were prepared to 
make to the Commission’s budget for FY 2002.  Several countries expressed difficulties in contributing 
an amount greater than that required for FY 2001.  It was eventually agreed to forward to the Commission 
a list of the amount each member indicated it would be willing to pay for FY 2002.  The Chairman and 
some delegations noted that the amount committed by the members is at least US$500,000 less than the 
Commission’s provisionally approved budget.   

Regarding the long-term financing system, it was agreed that another meeting of the Working Group 
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should be held toward the end of August 2001 to work on a solution.  It was agreed that at this meeting 
the Working Group should consider the approach set out in paragraph 1 of the draft Resolution as the 
basis for its work.  

Several delegations expressed their concern with regard to States that maintain their status of observers to 
the Commission and enjoy the benefits of this status but do not have any obligations to contribute 
financially to the Commission.  It was suggested that one way to address this problem would be to charge 
vessels of non-member States a fee for inclusion in the IATTC Regional Register of Vessels.  Some 
countries did not favor this idea and thought that it should be considered only as a last resort. 

The delegate from Spain took the floor, expressing gratitude as an observer for the opportunity to make a 
statement and said that he was surprised by the inclination of this intergovernmental organization to 
create new rules of international treaty law and create obligations for States or regional economic 
integration organizations that are observers but not members of the international organization.  He added 
that in other international fishery commissions the status of Cooperating non-Party State had been created 
to accommodate those States without financial resources which in any case had neither rights nor 
obligations.  He said that the deliberations arising from this session of the IATTC, so anomalous in the 
field of international law, would be sent to the Spanish Government officially for its information and the 
appropriate ends. 

Venezuela rejected the inferences in this statement, noting in particular that the Commission had always 
adhered to international law in conducting its business, and asked that the record of the meeting make this 
clear. 

The Working Group did recommend to the Commission that the cost of placing observers on vessels of 
non-member states should not be covered by the regular IATTC budget.   

The Director raised the idea of creating a trust fund to receive voluntary contributions to support certain 
scientific projects, in particular the work taking place at the Commission’s research facility at Achotines 
Bay in Panama.  Several delegations supported this idea and suggested that the Director pursue it. 

In light of the fact that the level of contributions committed to by the member countries for FY 2002 is 
considerably less than the Commission’s provisionally approved budget, several delegations suggested 
that the Director identify areas of work contemplated in the FY 2002 budget which might be eliminated or 
postponed, and present an estimate of the resulting savings at the next meeting of the Working Group.   

4. Other business 

No other business was discussed.  

5. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned. 
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Appendix 1. 
COMISION INTERAMERICANA DEL ATUN TROPICAL 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

GRUPO DE TRABAJO SOBRE FINANCIAMIENTO  
WORKING GROUP ON FINANCE  

4ª REUNION – 4TH MEETING 

18 de junio de 2001– June 18, 2001 
San Salvador (El Salvador) 

ASISTENTES - ATTENDEES 

MIEMBROS--MEMBERS  

ECUADOR 
RAFAEL TRUJILLO BEJARANO 

Comisionado 
LUIS TORRES NAVARRET E 

Comisionado 
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Pesca 

CESAR ROHON  
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 

ABEL PALADINES  
P. H. Industria, Pesca, Construcciones 

EL SALVADOR 
MARIO GONZALEZ RECINOS 

Comisionado 
VERONICA  NAVAZQUEZ 
CORALIA MOREIRA 
ELSY SORTO 

Centro de Desarrollo Pesquero 

SONIA SALAVERRIA 
Comité Consultivo Científico Nacional  

ABDÓN AGUILLON 
Ministerio de Economía 

FRANCIA - FRANCE 
GUY RAHANEI BESNARD 

Government of French Polynesia 

GUATEMALA 
FRATERNO DIAZ 

Unidad de Manejo de la Pesca (UNIPESCA) 

JAPAN - JAPON 
DAISHIRO NAGAHATA 

Commissioner 
MASATO WADA 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

YUKA NISHIDE  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

MEXICO 
MARA MURILLO CORREA 

Comisionada 
GUILLERMO COMPEAN JIMENEZ 

Comisionado 
RICARDO BELMONTES  ACOSTA 
MARIO AGUILAR 
MICHEL DREYFUS  
RAFAEL SOLANA 

Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrallo Rural, 
Pesca y Alimentación 

FELIPE CHARAT 
Pesquera Atunera Bonnie, S.A. de C.V. 

ERNESTO ESCOBAR 
Pesca Azteca, S.A. de C.V. 

MARK ROBERTSON 
Janus-Merritt Strategies, L.C.C. 

JOSE VELAZQUEZ C. 
Supremos del Golfo y del Pacífico 

PETER WADSWORTH 
Asesorías en Industrias Sustentables 

NICARAGUA 
MIGUEL ANGEL MARENCO 

Comisionado 
Administración Nacional de Pesca y Acuacultura  (ADPESCA) 
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PANAMA 
LUIS DORATI 

Tri-Marine International  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
JAMES MCCARTHY 

Commissioner 
WILLIAM GIBBONS-FLY 
DAVID HOGAN 

Department of  State  

REBECCA LENT  
Commissioner 

NICOLE LEBOEUF 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

VANUATU 
EDWARD WEISSMAN 

Commissioner 
HUGO ALSINA LAGOS 

Office of Deputy Commissioner of Maritime Affairs  

VENEZUELA 
JEAN-FRANÇOIS PULVENIS  

Comisionado 
CAROLINA BELTRAN 

Comisionada 
LUIS MARRERO 
ZAYMAR VARGAS  

Ministerio de Producción y Comercio 

ALVIN DELGADO 
Programa Nacional de Observadores 

RICARDO MOLINET 
LILLO MANISCALCHI 

OBSERVERS - OBSERVADORES  

COLOMBIA 
GONZALO JIMENEZ BERMUDEZ 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
JORGE MICAN BAQUERO 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural  

IVAN DARIO ESCOBAR 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura 

ESPAÑA - SPAIN 
FERNANDO CURCIO 
JUAN I. ARRIBAS  

Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación 
JAVIER ARIZ TELLERIA 

Instituto Español de Oceanografía 

JOAQUIN GOMEZ 
Albacora, S.A. 

GABRIEL SARRO 
OPAGAC 

IGNACIO URIBE 
Nicra 7, S.L. 

EUROPEAN UNION - UNION EUROPEA 
JOHN SPENCER 
ALAN GRAY 
CHRISTOPHE LE VILLAIN 

European Commission 

PERU 
GLADYS CARD ENAS 

Instituto del Mar del Perú 

ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES —INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  
JOEL OPNAI 

Forum Fisheries Agency  
BERNARD THOULAG 

Forum Fisheries Committee 

ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES -- NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

MIGUEL JORGE 
World Wildlife Fund 

NINA YOUNG 
Center for Marine Conservation 
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IATTC Staff – Personal de la CIAT 
ROBIN ALLEN, Director 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
PABLO ARENAS  
MARTHA GOMEZ 
JOSHUÉ GROSS 

MARTIN HALL 
BRIAN HALLMAN 
BERTA JUAREZ 
NORA ROA-WADE 
NICHOLAS WEBB 

 


