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APPENDIX
1. List of attendees
The 69th meeting of the International Review Panel (IRP) was held in person and virtually on 25 July
2022. The in-person meeting was held in Phoenix, Arizona.
1. Opening of the meeting
Amb. Jean-François Pulvenis, Director ad interim of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
(IATTC), which provides the Secretariat for the Agreement on the International Dolphin
Conservation Program (AIDCP), opened the meeting and suggested that, since the AIDCP rules of
procedure were in the process of being adopted, which established that the election of the chairs of
the working groups should take place at the end of each meeting, Mr. Enrique de la Vega, of
Colombia, continue as Presider for the 69th meeting. The proposal was adopted by the Panel.
2. Election of the Presider
Mr. Enrique de la Vega, of Colombia, was reelected Presider of the 69th meeting.
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3. Adoption of the agenda
The proposed agenda was adopted without changes.
4. Approval of the report of the 68th meeting
The report of the 68th meeting of the IRP was adopted without changes.
5. Review of Dolphin Mortality Limits for 2021 and 2022
The Secretariat summarized the situation regarding the allocation and utilization of Dolphin Mortality
Limits (DMLs) in 2021, as well as the DMLs allocated and their utilization as of July 2022, included
in Document IRP-69-01.
The Secretariat informed that 109 vessels were granted DMLs in 2021. Of these, 86 were utilized by
1 April 2021; five were renounced, 16 were exempted due to force majeure and 2 were forfeited due
to non-utilization. Likewise, second-semester DMLs were granted to two vessels, one of which
received an exemption to maintain its DML and another one forfeited its DML due to non-utilization.
In addition, one DML was allocated from the Director's reserve.
The current situation for 2022 as of 5 July is as follows: 110 vessels were granted full-year DMLs, of
which 98 were utilized by 1 April. Eleven DMLs were subject to an exemption due to force majeure,
and one was forfeited due to non-utilization. On the other hand, two vessels were granted secondsemester DMLs, and two other vessels were granted DMLs from the Director's reserve.
The average cumulative mortality per vessel for 2021 was 7.49 dolphins based on 9,887 dolphin sets
and a total mortality of 729 dolphins, resulting in a mortality per set of 0.07. The average DML
assigned per vessel for 2021 was 44.95 and no vessel met or exceeded this limit.
According to preliminary data available as of 5 July 2022, the average cumulative mortality per vessel
for 2022 is 5.55 based on 6,504 dolphin sets and a cumulative mortality of 572 dolphins, resulting in
a mortality per set of 0.09. The average DML assigned per vessel for 2022 is 44.54 and, as of 5 July,
no vessel has met or exceeded this limit.
6. Review of AIDCP List of Qualified Captains
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-69-02 showing the changes to the list of captains between
29 September 2021 and 5 July 2022, which include the addition of 36 captains. During this period,
no captain was reinstated or removed from the list.
7. Review of observer data
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-69-03, which includes a summary of the data reported by
observers of the On-Board Observer Program concerning possible infractions, received and processed
by the Secretariat since the 68th meeting of the Panel. During this period, the Secretariat reviewed a
total of 594 fishing trips and identified 9 cases of possible non-compliance with dolphin protection
equipment requirements for vessels with DMLs, which were automatically forwarded to the Parties
as previously instructed by the IRP. These 9 cases of possible non-compliance include 5 cases of not
having a high-intensity floodlight and 4 cases of not having a dolphin-safety panel. Also, 6 possible
cases of non-compliance were identified, which were presented and discussed at the Panel and are
summarized below.

IRP-69 – Meeting report – July 2022

2

The cases discussed at this meeting were:
Case 2021936: Vessel with DML without a qualified captain. The trip took place from 18 December
2021 to 19 February 2022. The vessel did not have a DML assigned for 2021 but did have a DML
assigned for 2022. The fishing authority notified the Secretariat of the DML allocation on 9
December, and the fishing captain was added to the list of qualified captains on 12 January.
The Panel agreed to refer this case to the corresponding Party as a possible infraction for investigation.
Case 2022097: Vessel with DML without a qualified captain. The captain was added to the list of
qualified captains after the trip.
The Panel agreed to refer this case to the corresponding Party as a possible infraction for investigation.
Case 2022118: Vessel with DML without a qualified captain. Part of the fishing trip was conducted
without an AIDCP-qualified captain. The captain was added to the list of qualified captains during
the course of this trip.
The Panel agreed to refer this case to the corresponding Party as a possible infraction for investigation.
Case 2022126: Fishing without an observer. At the time of departure, the observer was not present.
Shortly after departure, the absence of the observer was noticed, and the observer was transported by
another vessel of the company, to board the assigned vessel at dawn the following day. The observer
program and the vessel's flag fisheries authority took corrective action, and the Director of the
observer program notified the Secretariat that this was an observer error, and that he has taken the
necessary measures not only to minimize the negative effect of this observer failure but also to prevent
this from happening again.
The Party of the vessel's flag State mentioned that this case had been reviewed by the fisheries
authority and the vessel had not carried out fishing activities during the time there was no observer
on board.
The Panel agreed that this case should NOT be referred to the Party as a possible non-compliance by
the vessel.
Case 2022369: Fishing without an observer. The fishing trip was conducted without an observer on
board or an exemption to fish without an observer due to the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the
vessel's logbook, there was fishing activity in the EPO. Communications to request an observer
exemption due to COVID-19 contingencies between the observer program and the vessel’s company
were initiated before departure; however, they were left pending and there was no follow-up and,
therefore the letter to indicate that it was not possible to place an observer from the observer program
was not issued.
The Panel agreed to refer this case to the corresponding Party as a possible infraction for investigation.
Case 2022432: The fishing trip was conducted without an AIDCP-qualified captain and to date this
captain has not been included in the list of qualified captains.
The Panel agreed to refer this case to the corresponding Party as a possible infraction for investigation.
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8. Review of actions by Parties on possible infractions reported by the IRP:
a) Actions taken since report at the 68th meeting
The Secretariat presented Document IRP-69-04, which tracks responses to six types of possible
infractions identified during the 68th meeting of the IRP. Two cases of possible observer harassment
were followed up. In this regard, it was reported that one case was under investigation and the other
had concluded with a sanction.
b) Status review of special cases
The Secretariat informed that there were no special cases to present at the 69th meeting of the
International Review Panel.
9. Report of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking
Mr. Alvin Delgado, Chair of the AIDCP, chaired the Working Group in the absence of Mr. David
Hogan, Chair of the Group, due to health reasons. Mr. Delgado presented his report and stated that
there were no specific recommendations for the IRP and no other business was discussed.
10. Other business
Under this item, the Secretariat made a presentation on the process of the election of industry and
NGO representatives for the International Review Panel. It was mentioned that the call for
nominations for industry representatives was opened and there were only 3 nominees, so there was
no need to vote. As for NGO representatives, there was only one nomination, so no voting was
necessary. The industry and NGO representatives elected to be part of the IRP for the next two years
are, on the industry side, Rafael Trujillo from the National Fishing Chamber of Ecuador, Ernesto
Escobar from PINSA, Juan Miguel Nava from Grupo Mar; and on the environmental NGO side, Ms.
Rebecca Regnery from Humane Society International.
The Panel welcomed the new non-governmental members.
11. Recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties
The Panel agreed on the following recommendations for the Meeting of the Parties:
•

Refer to the corresponding Parties 4 cases for investigation of fishing trips by vessels with
DMLs that departed without a qualified captain: Cases 2021936, 2022097, 2022118, and
2022432.

•

Refer to the corresponding Party case 2022369 for investigation of a fishing trip by a vessel
with a DML that carried out fishing operations without an observer aboard or an exemption
to fish without an observer due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

•

To request the Secretariat that for future meetings of the IRP a column be included in the
table of DML assignments by country that also shows the DMLs utilized by country.

•

Strengthen the training system for captains and crews of vessels that are part of the AIDCP.
Consider the implementation of virtual, face-to-face and hybrid seminars, as well as prerecorded videos that can serve as easily accessible training tools for captains and crews.

•

Request the Secretariat to send a note to urge maintaining the requirement that vessels
without a qualified captain cannot leave port, which would include the AIDCP observer

IRP-69 – Meeting report – July 2022

4

placement procedure.
•

Ask the Secretariat to prepare a proposal to modify the procedure for including and
maintaining captains on the list of qualified captains, including, among other things, the
requirements regarding courses and updates, mainly by defining a period of validity of the
training courses for captains to be considered qualified. Also, include a proposal regarding
crew training. Present this proposal for discussion and possible approval at the next IRP
meeting.

12. Place and date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Panel will be held in conjunction with the next meetings of the AIDCP in
2022.
13. Election of the Presider for the 70th meeting of the IRP
Mr. Enrique de la Vega, of Colombia, was reelected as Presider for the 70th meeting of the IRP.
14. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 local Phoenix, Arizona time on 25 July 2022.
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