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INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 
95th MEETING 
by videoconference 

30 November - 4 December 2020 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
AGENDA (FOCUSED) 

Documents 

1. Opening of the meeting
2. Adoption of the agenda and schedule of the meeting sessions
3. Adoption of the resolution to establish ad hoc procedures for holding the 95th

meeting of the Commission by videoconference
4. Tropical tuna species: yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack

a. Summary presentation of the fishery in 2019 and status of the tropical tuna
stocks

IATTC-95-05 

b. Recommendations of the 11th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee IATTC-95-02 
c. Recommendations of the IATTC staff IATTC-95-01 
d. Consideration and discussion of the proposed measures of conservation and

management of tropical tuna
5. Temperate tuna species: Pacific bluefin and North Pacific albacore:

a. Summary presentation of the fishery in 2019 and status of the temperate tuna
stocks

IATTC-95-05 

b. Recommendations of the 11th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee IATTC-95-02 
c. Recommendations of the IATTC staff
d. Consideration and discussion of the proposed measures of conservation and
management of temperate tuna

IATTC-95-01 

6. 2021 Budget CAF-08-01 
IATTC-95-07 

7. IUU vessel list IATTC-95-04 
8. Cooperating Non-Members IATTC-95-03 
9. Establishment of an ad hoc Working Group on rules of procedure for meetings by

videoconference
10. Discussion of resolutions and recommendations
11. Other business
12. Place and date of next meeting
13. Closure

APPENDICES 
1. List of attendees
2. RESOLUTIONS
2a Ad hoc rules of procedure for the holding of the IATTC  95th meeting by videoconference C-20-01 
2b Measures for the conservation and management of Pacific bluefin tuna in the eastern 

Pacific Ocean, 2021 
C-20-02

2c Financing for fiscal year 2021 C-20-03
2d Resolution to establish an ad hoc working group to develop and recommend to the 

Commission rules of procedure for the holding of meetings by videoconference 
C-20-04

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-02_Recommendations%20of%20the%2011th%20meeting%20of%20the%20Scientific%20Advisory%20Committee.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-01-MTG_Conservation%20recommendations%20by%20the%20Commission%20staff.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-02_Recommendations%20of%20the%2011th%20meeting%20of%20the%20Scientific%20Advisory%20Committee.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-01-MTG_Conservation%20recommendations%20by%20the%20Commission%20staff.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/CAF-08-01_Review%20of%20proposed%20budgets%20for%202021%20and%202022.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-07-CORR-02-Dec-20_Regional%20Observer%20Program%20for%20transshipments%20at%20sea.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-04_IUU%20Vessel%20List.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-03-CORR-01-Dec-20_Cooperating%20Non-Members.pdf
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3. PROPOSALS [Not adopted]  
3a A-1A Colombia and European Union. 2021 Conservation measures 
3b A-1B European Union. 2021 Conservation measures  
3c A-2 United States. 2021 Conservation measures 
3d A-3  European Union. 2021 Conservation measures  
3e A-4 Ecuador.  2021 Conservation measures  
3f C-1A European Union. Observers on longliners 
   
4 OTHER  
4a Bolivia statement on capacity request. 
 ============ 

The 95th meeting of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) was held by videoconference from 
30 November to 4 December 2020. The participants are detailed in Appendix 1. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

The meeting was opened by the Chair of the IATTC, Mr. Alfonso Miranda, from Peru. To start, Mr. Miranda 
requested a moment of silence in honor of Drs. Rick Deriso and Bill Bayliff, of the IATTC staff, who recently 
passed away. Next, he commented on the circumstances and special requirements of this first meeting by 
videoconference of the Commission and emphasized how it should be conducted so that its objectives could be 
achieved, very particularly in relation to the adoption of the new conservation and management measures, taking 
into account the expiration of those currently in force on 31 December 2020.  

After the introduction of each delegation, the existence of the quorum required to proceed was noted. Only two 
Members, Vanuatu and Kiribati, were absent and all five Cooperating Non-Members, to wit, Bolivia, Chile, 
Honduras, Indonesia, and Liberia took part in the meeting.   

2. Adoption of the agenda and schedule of the meeting sessions   

The “focused” agenda was adopted without changes after participants were reminded of its dual purpose: to 
adapt to the particular requirements and limitations of a videoconference meeting, and to focus on the most 
essential, urgent issues regarding decision making. It was noted that under item 11 “Other business”, the 
following issues would be considered: 

a. At the request of the European Union and Japan, the status of the selection process for the Director 
of the IATTC. 

b. At the request of the European Union, the issue of compliance with the measures adopted by the 
Commission. 

c. At the request of the United States, the status of exemptions from the obligation to carry observers 
on board within the framework of the monitoring program for transshipments at sea  
(Resolution C-12-07). 

d. Bolivia's request to make a statement on the issue of allocation of capacity to operate in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean (EPO). 

Next, the Chair proposed a tentative work schedule, which was also adopted. 

3.  Adoption of the resolution to establish ad hoc procedures for the holding of the 95th Commission 
meeting by videoconference 

This resolution was adopted by consensus, without additional comments or suggestions. (Appendix 3a).  

4. Tropical tuna species. Yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack  

4a. Summary presentation of the fishery in 2019 and the status of tropical tuna stocks 
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Dr. Alexandre Aires-da-Silva, IATTC Coordinator of Scientific Research, presented Document IATTC-95-05 
The fisheries and stocks and the ecosystem in the EPO in 2019, with regard to tropical tunas: yellowfin, bigeye, 
and skipjack. He placed particular emphasis on the fact that the increase in fishing mortality of these three species 
is due to the increase in the number of sets on floating objects, as suggested by most stock status indicators (SSI). 
He also drew attention to the decrease in the catch per set, as well as the reduction of the average size for these 
three species in the floating-object fishery.  

4b. Recommendations of the 11th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee 

Dr. Aires-da-Silva presented the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) for tropical 
tunas (see document IATTC-95-02), to wit, 

• The establishment of a triennial assessment and management cycle for the tropical tuna fishery in 
the EPO. This cycle would start on the date decided by the Commission. This cycle does not 
prejudge the possibility for the Commission to review and revise on a yearly basis the conservation 
and management measures that it has adopted, taking into account their effect on the stocks and the 
monitoring of the status of the stocks. 

• Maintaining, for 2021, the provisions of the current resolution (C-17-02) and that, as appropriate, 
those provisions be reviewed and updated by the Commission, in particular those related to FADs.  

• Taking into account that the SAC agrees on the need to explore further actions to limit fishing 
mortality at appropriate levels and, in particular, to avoid increases of fishing mortality beyond the 
status quo conditions, it is recommended that the IATTC staff and the Commission consider, discuss 
and/or prioritize appropriate options based on the best available information.    

These recommendations were approved by the Commission.  

4c. Recommendations of the IATTC staff 

i. Dr. Aires-da-Silva presented Document IATTC-95-01 with the staff's recommendations for the three 
species of tropical tuna (yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack). Except for the third, these recommendations 
are very similar to those adopted by the SAC: 1) establish a triennial management cycle for the tropical 
tuna fishery in the EPO (2021-2023); 2) Maintain the provisions of the current resolution (C-17-02), 
except paragraph 8 that refers to the quantities of fish-aggregating devices (FADs), defined in Resolution 
C-16-01 as active; and 3) establish an annual limit for all purse-seine vessels on the total number of 
floating-object sets, combined with individual-vessel daily active FAD limits. 

ii. Following this presentation, the discussion focused on the following two aspects.  

• First, the method used by the Commission's scientific staff to carry out the analysis on which their 
recommendations were based. Some delegations, e.g., the European Union, recognized that adopting 
a new risk analysis taking into account the existence of plural models was a significant improvement. 
Others, such as Japan and Ecuador, expressed some reservations regarding the reliability of the stock 
assessments carried out in this way and stressed the need to further improve the analysis carried out. 
In particular, Ecuador mentioned its concern regarding the criteria used to weight the scenarios. It 
referred specifically to the example presented by the Secretariat according to which, by the most 
pessimistic scenarios, the closure could exceed 100 days, while, in the most optimistic scenarios it 
would not even be necessary to establish a closure. The Secretariat recognized the need to further 
improve risk analysis and recalled that this work is already programmed in the scientific staff work 
plan. It stressed, however, that seeking a reduction in uncertainty should not prevent the adoption of 
precautionary measures. In this regard, Mexico and Colombia recalled the obligation to apply the 
precautionary approach pursuant to the provisions of Article IV of the Antigua Convention. 

• Second, the content of the measures recommended by the scientific staff and their interrelationship. 
In particular, the delegation of the United States noted that the duration of 72 days for the closure 
should be reassessed, even though it may be deemed appropriate for now, to take into account the 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-02_Recommendations%20of%20the%2011th%20meeting%20of%20the%20Scientific%20Advisory%20Committee.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-01-MTG_Conservation%20recommendations%20by%20the%20Commission%20staff.pdf
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increase in the capacity of the fleet, which currently operates with around 213,000 m³ instead of the 
158,000 m³ recommended. For its part, the European Union reiterated that it was appropriate to 
supplement the 72-day closure with the adoption of complementary measures, as recommended by 
the scientific staff, as long as those measures were restricted to a greater reduction in the number of 
active FADs, without also adopting at once an annual limit on the number of sets on floating objects, 
leaving this issue to be considered by the Commission in its negotiations scheduled for 2021. 

4d. Consideration and discussion of the proposed measures of conservation and management of 
tropical tuna 

i. Prior to beginning the presentation and discussion of each proposal, Colombia raised the preliminary 
question of the admissibility of the proposals circulated and published despite having been sent less than 
21 days before the opening of the meeting, as stipulated in the Commission's Rules of Procedure, the 
Colombian proposal being the only one to have complied with that deadline. For its part, Ecuador 
protested since two of its proposals, one on longline observers and the other on transshipments, had not 
been circulated or published despite the importance of their content. Amb. Jean-François Pulvenis, 
Director ad interim, recalled that the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Commission referred to face-
to-face meetings and had not considered the possibility of special meetings by videoconference such as 
this one. He also recalled that, in this context and due to the lack of precedents on videoconference 
meetings, the Chair of the Commission had indicated in a circular memorandum that proposals could be 
submitted until 15 November. For this reason, and taking into account that deadline, the proposals 
mentioned by Colombia were published. Only one of these proposals was received shortly after that 
date, but it was published since the Member had stated prior to 15 November that it was about to submit 
it. In the case of the two proposals mentioned by Ecuador, they were received on 28 November, after 
the established deadline, and therefore were not published. In any case, there is always the possibility 
that their content could serve as the basis for proposals for amendments to the text of the proposals 
already published at the time of their presentation and discussion.  

After much discussion, and on the basis of a proposal by El Salvador, the Commission agreed that the 
two proposals submitted by Ecuador would be published on the meeting's website with the label “For 
information only” and “that they would not be considered as formal proposals for presentation and 
discussion” (see  IATTC-95 PROP-C-2 ECU Observers on longliners and IATTC-95 PROP-D-1 ECU 
Transshipments). 

ii. Once this procedural decision was made, the Commission continued with the presentation of Colombia's 
proposals IATTC-95 PROP-A-1 COL Conservation measures 2021-2023 and from the European Union 
IATTC-95 PROP-A-3 EUR Conservation measures 2021. The similarities between these two proposals 
became evident as both recommend extending the validity of the measures in the current resolution for 
three years in the Colombian proposal and for one year in that of the EU, opening the possibility to 
consolidate both texts into one.  

During the discussion that followed these presentations, it was possible to observe, with regard to the 
extension of the validity of the current measures as proposed by Colombia and the United States, the 
emergence of a consensus on a duration of one year for this extension. Regarding the opposition between 
delegations for which it was also necessary to adopt additional measures on FADs, based on the 
recommendations of the scientific staff of the Commission, and delegations with reservations in this 
respect, some delegations proposed an intermediate course of action which would consist of recognizing 
the need to address the issue of sets on floating objects without yet attempting to define a concrete action. 

5. Temperate tuna species: Pacific bluefin and North Pacific albacore  

5a. Summary presentation of the fishery in 2019 and the status of temperate tuna stocks 

Dr. Aires-da-Silva presented Document IATTC-95-05 The fisheries and stocks and the ecosystem in the EPO in 
2019 regarding temperate tunas: bluefin and albacore tuna.  

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_English/IATTC-95-PROP-C-2_ECU%20Observers%20on%20longliners.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_Spanish/IATTC-95-PROP-C-2_ECU%20Observadores%20en%20palangreros.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_English/IATTC-95-PROP-D-1_ECU%20Transshipments.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_Spanish/IATTC-95-PROP-D-1_ECU%20Transbordos.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_Spanish/IATTC-95-PROP-D-1_ECU%20Transbordos.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_English/IATTC-95-PROP-A-1_COL%20Conservation%20measures%202021-2023.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_English/IATTC-95-PROP-A-3_EUR%20Conservation%20measures%202021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-05_The%20fishery%20and%20status%20of%20the%20stocks%202019.pdf
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Regarding bluefin tuna he commented that, in the long term, its biomass has undergone significant fluctuation. 
Currently, its population is very small, close to an all-time low, although gradual restoration has been noticed 
since 2011. He stated that recruitment is highly variable, being relatively high in 2016.  

Concerning albacore tuna, he reported that the assessment conducted in 2020 by the International Scientific 
Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC) leads to the conclusion that 
currently there is probably no overfishing of this resource. In addition, action has been taken to define and 
evaluate management strategies for this species.   

5b. Recommendations of the 11th meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee 

Dr. Aires-da-Silva presented the recommendations of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) about temperate 
tuna (bluefin and albacore) (see Document IATTC-95-02), as follows: 

• Bluefin tuna. Extend the provisions of Resolution C-18-01 through 2021. 

• North Pacific albacore tuna. The SAC recommends that CPCs continue to implement resolutions C-
05-02, C-13-03, and C-18-03, currently in force and that the Commission endorse the management 
objectives for North Pacific albacore tuna developed and agreed upon by the ISC MSE process, 
ensuring their prioritization, ranking, and weighting in the context of that ongoing process. 

These recommendations were approved by the Commission. 

5c. Recommendations of the IATTC staff 

Dr. Aires-da-Silva presented Document IATTC-95-01 with the staff’s recommendations on temperate tunas, 
which are virtually identical to those of the SAC. The only difference is that, for bluefin tuna, the recommended 
extension of the provisions of Resolution C-18-01 would also cover 2022.  

5d. Consideration and discussion of the proposed measures of conservation and management of 
temperate tuna   

The United States presented its proposal IATTC-95 PROP-B-1 USA Pacific Bluefin Tuna, which consists of 
extending the validity of the conservation and management measures established in Resolution C-8-01 for 2021. 
After receiving support from Mexico, Japan, Chinese Taipei, Korea, and the European Union, this proposal was 
adopted by consensus as Resolution C-20-02 (see Appendix 3b). 

6. 2021 Budget 

i. Ms. Nora Roa, Head of Administration, Finance, and Human Resources of the Secretariat, presented 
Document CAF-08-01 Review of the 2021 and 2022 Budgets. She recalled that the activities of the 
Commission and its staff continue to grow, not only due to the broader mandate derived from the Antigua 
Convention but also in response to the tasks assigned by the Members, which implies a proportional 
increase in expenses, in addition to the need to keep up with the inflation impacting those expenses both 
at headquarters and abroad. She indicated that, taking into account the unprecedented circumstances 
faced by the Commission and its Members as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Secretariat made 
an effort to prepare and present a 2021 budget proposal with the same amount as the budget from the 
previous year, US$ 8,133,837.  
 
After several clarifications on the amount of individual contributions from Members, including the 
factors used to calculate it, the Commission approved the requested budget for US$ 8,133,837 and 
adopted Resolution C-20-03 on Financing for FY 2021 (see Appendix 3c).  

ii. Ms. Roa also recalled the significant delay of several IATTC Members in paying their pending 
contributions; as of 31 July 2020, that total amounted to US$ 7,892,766. She stressed that, in addition 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-02_Recommendations%20of%20the%2011th%20meeting%20of%20the%20Scientific%20Advisory%20Committee.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-01-MTG_Conservation%20recommendations%20by%20the%20Commission%20staff.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Proposals/_English/IATTC-95-PROP-B-1_USA%20Pacific%20Bluefin%20Tuna.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/CAF-08-01_Review%20of%20proposed%20budgets%20for%202021%20and%202022.pdf
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to late payments for the 2020 budget, that amount also includes pending arrears from previous years. 

Japan and the European Union asked the Secretariat to clarify the steps taken to bring Members in arrears 
for several years up to date. They recalled that the Commission had tried to identify, at the beginning of 
each meeting, the Members with pending arrears for more than two years with a view to applying to 
them the penalties established in the Antigua Convention.  

Several Members (Korea, Guatemala, and Ecuador) expressed their commitment to settle their pending 
payments as soon as possible or in accordance with a payment plan to be defined (Venezuela) or already 
agreed by the Commission (Panama).  

The United States indicated that it thought it ideal to make partial payments and recalled that Members 
know in advance their financial obligations and the consequences of not complying with them. It 
supported the efforts made by the Secretariat to ensure that outstanding debts are settled as soon as 
possible. For his part, the Chair of the Commission also stated that he would take steps after the meeting 
to encourage the countries to catch up with the payment of their contributions. 

iii. China asked what the status of the headquarters agreement between the Commission and the United 
States was, as a part of the recommendations of the report on administrative and financial performance 
presented during the last meeting of the Commission. The Director ad interim answered that the restart 
of this process could be expected once the COVID-19 pandemic is over. He added that, in any case, its 
budgetary implications were non-existent or minimal, in case of a need to incur expenses directly related 
with preparing and negotiating the headquarters agreement. The United States expressed its agreement 
with this characterization of the process and its willingness to continue working on it next year. 

7. IUU vessel list 

i. The Director ad interim referred to the working Document IATTC-95-04 IUU vessel list, and stressed 
that the only difference with the previous list is the introduction, at the request of Panama, of the 
Venezuelan vessel Aleta Azul, as it carried carry out unauthorized and unreported fishing activities in 
waters under Colombian jurisdiction. Both Venezuela, as the flag State, and Panama, as the port State, 
described the penalties they imposed on the vessel and its owners and shipowners, including the 
withdrawal of the Venezuelan permit. Given these actions, the Commission decided not to include the 
vessel in the IUU vessel list that it later adopted by consensus. 

ii. The United States recalled the obligations derived from the introduction in Resolution C-19-02 of a 
special procedure to cross-list IUU vessels from other organizations in the IATTC IUU vessel list 
(paragraphs 19 to 22). It underlined its importance in the fight against IUU fishing and the priority nature 
of establishing this cross-list, which was also reiterated by the European Union. The Director ad interim 
clarified that the Secretariat was well aware of this importance and priority and said that it was 
committed to preparing and publishing this cross-list as soon as possible, no later than the first months 
of 2021.  

8. Cooperating non-Members.  

The Director ad interim submitted the working Document IATTC-95-03 Cooperating non-Members, indicating 
the request for renewal of this capacity by each of the five current Cooperating non-Members.  

The United States requested that a letter be sent to Honduras reminding it of the obligation to comply with the 
deadlines to submit this request as established in Resolution C-07-02. It also asked for confirmation that Liberia 
does comply with the requirements established in Resolution C-12-07 on transshipments. Once these two points 
were clarified, the Commission renewed by consensus the capacity of Cooperating non-Members of Bolivia, 
Chile, Honduras, Indonesia, and Liberia. 

9. Establishment of an ad hoc Working Group on rules of procedure for meetings by videoconference  

As proposed by the Chair, the Commission adopted by consensus Resolution C-20-04 (Appendix 3d) on the 
establishment of this ad hoc Working Group, after interventions in favor by El Salvador, Nicaragua, Japan, 

https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-04_IUU%20Vessel%20List.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-19-02-Active_Amends%20and%20replaces%20C-15-01%20IUU%20fishing.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2020/IATTC-95/Docs/_English/IATTC-95-03-CORR-01-Dec-20_Cooperating%20Non-Members.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-07-02-Active_Cooperating%20non-party%20status.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-12-07-Active_Amends%20and%20replaces%20C-11-09%20Transhipments.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-20-04-Active_Working%20Group%20on%20Rules%20of%20Procedure%20for%20meetings%20by%20videoconference.pdf
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Colombia, Panama and Guatemala and after agreeing on minor adjustments (for example, the possibility of an 
advisor being appointed, in addition to a representative as a member of the Group). 

Japan asked what the rules would be for holding the next Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) meeting by 
videoconference as they could not yet be adopted by the Commission based on the Group's recommendations. 
The Director ad interim answered that the same ad hoc rules and arrangements as for their previous meeting 
could certainly be used.   

10. Discussion of resolutions and recommendations 

i. Resolutions adopted.  

As previously described in these Minutes, the following resolutions were approved: 

Subject 
Approved as  

Resolution 

Ad hoc rules of procedure for the holding of the 95th meeting of the IATTC by 
videoconference  

C-20-01  

Measures for the conservation and management of Pacific bluefin tuna in the eastern 
Pacific Ocean, 2021 

C-20-02  

Financing for FY 2021 C-20-03  

Resolution to establish an ad hoc working group to develop and recommend to the 
Commission rules of procedure for the holding of meetings by videoconference 

C-20-04  

ii. Proposals submitted but not approved 

Prop. Subject  

A-1A 
COL 
EUR 

Conservation 
measures for 
tropical tuna 2021 

No consensus was reached in relation to this proposal as it contained elements 
related to the adoption of additional measures on FADs that could lead to the 
adoption of additional measures on FADs, which were objected to by some 
delegations.  In response to the views expressed by several delegations, Colombia 
amended its proposal, adjusting the timing of the application of the measures, 
moving from a triennial measure, as initially proposed, to an annual measure for 
2021 and also including a proposal by Japan, in which the Commission was 
requested to consider additional measures related to the number of sets on FADs. 
Subsequently, Colombia amended its proposal again, so that it would become an 
extension of resolution C-17-02, but with the inclusion of the definitions necessary 
to clarify the activation and reactivation of FADs, as well as the submission of raw 
information, following the guidelines of the ad hoc Working Group on FADs and 
the recommendations of the SAC. One delegation expressed its opposition to this 
alternative. 

A 1B 
EUR  

Conservation 
measures for 
tropical tuna 2021 

Submitted by the European Union after the lack of consensus on the consolidated 
proposal it had jointly submitted with Colombia, this proposal also failed to 
achieve the consensus required for adoption, because several delegations 
considered that additional measures on FADs should be included in order to 
maintain the status quo.  

A 3 

USA 

Conservation 
measures for 
tropical tuna 2021 

Neither did a resolution text achieve the consensus required, which would 
essentially consist of replicating, as the United States proposal did, Resolution C-
17-02 with only the minor drafting adjustments needed to update its text, without 
any substantive modification, except for the addition of reference to the convening 
of  an extraordinary meeting to consider and analyze potential additional measures 

https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-20-01-Active_Ad%20Hoc%20Rules%20of%20Procedure%2095th%20meeting.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-20-02-Active_Pacific%20Bluefin%20Tuna%20(2021).pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-20-03-Active_Financing%20FY%202021.pdf
https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-20-04-Active_Working%20Group%20on%20Rules%20of%20Procedure%20for%20meetings%20by%20videoconference.pdf
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11.  Other business 

As announced at the beginning of the meeting, the Commission considered the following four matters: 

a. Status of the selection process for the Director of the IATTC 

In response to the question from Japan and the European Union, the Director ad interim recalled that the process 
was ongoing as described in detail and with a precise schedule in a memorandum circulated in January 2020. 
Only the circumstances imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic prevented culminating this process. Currently, it 
is in the next-to-last stage before calling for a face-to-face meeting of the Heads of Delegation to interview the 
four shortlisted candidates. He recalled that this stage is still that of preparation by the Chair of the Commission, 
in consultation with the Members, of the questions to be asked to these candidates, which must all be identical 
and remain absolutely confidentiality until the time of the interview. He took advantage of this opportunity to 
invite all Members who had not already done so to submit to the Chair their suggestions regarding the 
formulation of said questions. Indeed, they are invited to submit to the Chair their suggestions regarding the 
content of these questions. Finally, he indicated that, unless the Commission decides to modify the procedure it 
established in Resolution C-14-07, and in accordance with the provisions of said resolution, the face-to-face 
meeting of the Heads of Delegation would be held at the beginning of the next regular meeting of the 
Commission, also in person. 

b. Compliance with the measures adopted by the IATTC 

The European Union noted the importance of addressing issues related to compliance with the measures adopted 
by the Commission, which had not been incorporated into the agenda. It suggested that the Commission staff 
could make a short presentation on the main compliance issues, followed by discussion among the delegations. 
It also suggested that, in view of the impossibility of doing so during this meeting due to the limitations imposed 
by its format and other circumstances, an extraordinary virtual meeting of the Compliance Committee could be 
convened in the first months of next year. 

The Chairman of the Compliance Committee, Mr. David Hogan (from the United States) indicated that, without 
precluding the holding of the regular meeting of the Committee later on, it would hold an extraordinary meeting 
in the first months of 2021 to consider the matters related to compliance that could not be discussed during this 
plenary session of the Commission. In coordination with the Secretariat, a date for this extraordinary meeting 

on FADs. Colombia and other delegations stated that, from their perspective, 
merely extending the validity of Resolution C-17-02 would be tantamount to 
privileging only one of the positions under discussion, in contravention to the spirit 
of negotiation that should prevail, the recommendations of the IATTC staff, those 
of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) in 2018, 2019 and 2020, and of the 
Working Group on FADs, in addition to the substantive needs to improve the 
current wording of the resolution by introducing additional provisions on FADs.  

C-1A 

EUR 
Observers on 
longliners 

Although this proposal could not be adopted as a resolution, its discussion proved 
very positive because it allowed the Commission to express its agreement with 
some of its most important elements. In particular, the Commission approved as 
part of its 2021 work program, consistent with what had been discussed and 
approved in the SAC, holding a workshop on electronic monitoring systems in the 
first months of 2021, to be organized by the scientific staff of the IATTC, in order 
to discuss the components of a work program (objectives, scope, pilot projects, 
minimum standards, etc.). This workshop will also allow the SAC to analyze and 
adopt recommendations relevant to the Commission, in particular in relation to the 
adoption of minimum standards. Another very important aspect of the discussion 
was the agreement reached that the use of these electronic monitoring systems must 
include both the longline and the purse-seine fleet. 
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would be proposed as soon as possible.  

c. Status of exemptions from the obligation to carry observers within the framework of the 
monitoring program for transshipments at sea 

At the request of the United States delegation, Mr. Ricardo Belmontes of the Commission's staff made a 
presentation on the exemptions to carry observers on board that were granted in the at-sea transshipment observer 
program, as a consequence of the circumstances imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. He emphasized that 
Resolution C-12-07 already contains in paragraph 17 provisions allowing a vessel to carry out transshipment 
operations without an observer on board “in cases of force majeure duly notified to the Director”. By 
extrapolation and analogy, these provisions were applied to cases where it was impossible to place observers on 
board, in particular as a consequence of the impossibility of transferring them in certain ports due to the closure 
of airports resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. However, this impacted only a very small number of vessels 
and during 2020 only two trips of carrier vessels were made without an observer on board, which means that 
nearly 95% of the trips were able to comply with the obligation to carry an observer on board. On the other hand, 
even in these two cases, the captains provided MRAG and the IATTC with the information the observer should 
have collected. In addition, in order to minimize the impacts of transfer difficulties, MRAG hired IATTC 
observers on two different occasions to place them on board carrier vessels leaving and returning to Panama. It 
has done so after special training and assuring them the same level of remuneration for other observers on carrier 
vessels, which is three times higher than that received by an observer under the AIDCP.  

Japan highlighted as very positive the fact that 95% of the trips could have been made with observers on board. 
In response to its question, it was informed that the corresponding percentage for the purse-seine fleet was 
virtually identical (approximately 96%).  

d. Statement on the issue of allocation of capacity to operate in the EPO 

Bolivia submitted a statement on the capacity of its fleet which appears as Appendix 5 of this report.  

e.  Tribute to Mr. Lillo Maniscalchi (Venezuela) 

Venezuela requested a moment of silence to honor the memory of Mr. Lillo Maniscalchi, member of the 
Venezuelan delegation and Chairman for several years of the IATTC Committee on Administration and Finance, 
who was particularly esteemed and loved by all CPCs and their delegations.  

12.  Place and date of next meeting 

It was agreed that the next ordinary meeting of the Commission will be held in the second half of August 2021, based 
on the provisions of the Rules of Procedure amended by Resolution C-17-04, to ensure that it takes place at least three 
months after the conclusion of the Scientific Advisory Committee meeting scheduled to be held in May 2021. Hoping 
that this regular meeting could be held in person, the Commission also took note of its prior acceptance of the 
invitation from Nicaragua to hold the meeting in the city of Managua.   

13.  Closure 

The meeting was adjourned at 19:30 San Diego time on 4 December 2020. 

  

https://www.iattc.org/PDFFiles/Resolutions/IATTC/_English/C-17-04-Active_Amendment-to-the-Rules-of-procedure.pdf
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Conservación Internacional  
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DAN HYTREK 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
dan.hytrek@noaa.gov 
AMY LUBRANO 
NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service  
amy.lubrano@noaa.gov  

tlabriola@wildoceans.org 
DOROTHY LOWMAN 
Lowman and Associates 
dmlowman01@comcast.net 
JOSH MADEIRA 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 
jmadeira@mbayaq.org 
WILLIAM SARDINHA 
U.S. Tuna Corporation 
Bill@SardinhaCileu.sdcoxmail.com 
JIM SUOSA 
GS Fisheries Inc 
jim.sousa@marpacifico.net 

FRANCIA-FRANCE 
ANAIS MELARD * 
Marine Fisheries and Aquaculture Directorate 
anais.melard@agriculture.gouv.fr  
EDOUARD WEBER  
Maritime Affairs Directorate of French Polynesia 
edouard.weber@affaires-maritimes.pf  
REMI QUILLIOT  
Maritime Affairs Directorate of French Polynesia 
remi.quilliot@affaires-maritimes.pf  

CAMILLE SERVETTO  
Directorate to the Overseas Territories 
camille.servetto@outre-mer.gouv.fr  
MARIE SOEHNLEN  
Marine Resources Directorate of French Polynesia 
marie.soehnlen@drm.gov.pf  

GUATEMALA 
VICTOR HUGO GUZMÁN* 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
vguzman@maga.gob.gt  
JULIO LEMUS  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
juliolemusdipesca@gmail.com  

NANCY SANDOVAL  
DIPESCA  
nsdipescagt@gmail.com   
DANIEL VÁSQUEZ  
DIPESCA 
davlainez@gmail.com  

JAPÓN- JAPAN 
TAKUMI FUKUDA * 
Fisheries Agency of Japan  
takumi_fukuda720@maff.go.jp    
HIROYUKI MORITA   
Fisheries Agency of Japan   
hiroyuki_morita970@maff.go.jp  
RIKI KISHIMOTO 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
riki.kishimoto@mofa.go.jp   
SHUYA NAKATSUKA  
Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency 
snakatsuka@affrc.go.jp  
KEISUKE SATOH  
Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency 
kstu21@fra.affrc.go.jp  
KIKUO CHIYO  
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
chiyo@japantuna.or.jp  

FUYUKI HAYASHI  
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
fhayashi@japantuna.or.jp  
KIYOSHI KATSUYAMA   
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
katsuyama@japantuna.or.jp  
REIKO OHASHI  
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
ohashi@japantuna.or.jp  
YUJI UOZUMI   
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 
uozumi@japantuna.or.jp  
MITSUNORI MURATA   
National Ocean Tuna Fishery Association  
mi-murata@zengyoren.jf-net.ne.jp  

MÉXICO- MEXICO 
RAÚL ELENES ÁNGULO * 
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
raul.elenes@conapesca.gob.mx  
BERNARDINO JESÚS MUÑOZ  
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Bernardino.munoz@conapesca.gob.mx  
PABLO ROBERTO ARENAS  
Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuacultura 

MARCO ANTONIO ALCARÁZ  
MT Pesca  
m.alcaraz@mtpesca.com  
KARLA P. CALLEROS  
MT Pesca  
coordinacion@mtpesca.com  
GUILLERMO GÓMEZ 
Gomez-Hall Asociados  
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pablo.arenas@inapesca.gob.mx    
LUIS FLEISCHER 
Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuacultura 
lfleischer21@hotmail.com 
ISABEL CRISTINA REYES  
Comisión Nacional de Acuacultura y Pesca 
Isabel.reyes@conapesca.gob.mx  
MICHEL DREYFUS  
Instituto Nacional de Pesca y Acuacultura 
dreyfus@cicese.mx  
ARMANDO DÍAZ  
FIDEMAR  
adiaz@cicese.mx  
HUMBERTO ROBLES  
FIDEMAR  
hrobles@cicese.mx  

gomezhall@gmail.com  
DANIELA MANDUJANO  
MT Pesca  
dmandujano@mtpesca.com  
JAIME ANTONIO MANDUJANO   
MT Pesca  
jaimemandujano7@gmail.com  
ANA BELEM MERÁZ 
MT Pesca  
b.meraz@mtpesca.com 
MARIANA RAMOS 
Alianza del Pacífico por el Atún Sustentable 
mariana@pacifictunaalliance.org  
MANUEL VÁZQUEZ  
Pesca Azteca  
mvazquez@pinsa.com  

NICARAGUA 
ROBERTO CHACÓN * 
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura 
rchacon@inpesca.gob.ni 
RENALDY BARNUTTI 
Instituto Nicaraguense de la Pesca y Acuicultura  
rbarnutti@inpesca.gob.ni  

JULIO GUEVARA  
Comisionado 
juliocgq@hotmail.com    
ARMANDO SEGURA   
Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua 
capenic@ibw.com.ni  

PANAMÁ - PANAMA 
FLOR TORRIJOS * 
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
ftorrijos@arap.gob.pa  
RAÚL DELGADO   
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá  
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa  
ARNULFO FRANCO  
FIPESCA  
arnulfofranco@fipesca.com    
MARIO AGUILAR  
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá   
meaguilar@arap.gob.pa  
RUDICK KANT  
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá   
rkant@arap.gob.pa  

VIVIAN QUIRÓZ   
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá   
vquiros@arap.gob.pa  
DAVID SILVA  
Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá    
dsilva@arap.gob.pa  
MARIA P. DÍAZ  
FIPESCA  
mpdiaz@fipesca.com  
VASCO FRANCO  
Industria 
vascofrancoduran@yahoo.com  

PERÚ -PERU 
ROSSY CHUMBE* 
Ministerio de la Producción  
rchumbe@produce.gob.pe    
OMAR RÍOS  
Ministerio de la Producción  
orios@produce.gob.pe 
ENRI PRIETO  
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
eprieto@rree.gob.pe  
AUGUSTO ARZUBIAGA 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
aarzubiaga@rree.gob.pe  
SARA DUEÑAS 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
sduenas@rree.gob.pe  
JIANPHIER PLETICKOSICH 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
jpletickosichl@rree.gob.pe  

RITER VARGAS  
Ministerio de la Producción  
rvargas@produce.gob.pe  
ANA ALEGRE  
Instituto del Mar del Perú 
palegre@imarpe.gob.pe  
JOSÉ L. SALCEDO 
Instituto del Mar del Perú 
jsalcedo@imarpe.gob.pe 
CAYETANA ALJOVIN 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
caljovin@snp.org.pe  
ERNESTO BUENAÑO  
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
ebuenano@tasa.com.pe  
MARÍA J. BOLUARTE 
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
mjboluarte@groupcls.com 
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WALTER H. BARRERA  
Ministerio de la Producción  
wbarrera@produce.gob.pe  
MIGUEL A. LLEELLISH  
Ministerio de la Producción  
mlleellish@produce.gob.pe  
LINCOL R. POLO  
Ministerio de la Producción  
lpolo@produce.gob.pe  
ROSA H. RAMÍREZ 
Ministerio de la Producción  
rramirezo@produce.gob.pe  

PABLO NIETO  
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
pnieto@hayduk.com.pe  
JORGE RISI  
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
jrisi@snp.org.pe  
JOSÉ M. TIRADO  
Sociedad Nacional de Pesquería  
jtirado@copeinca.com.pe  

TAIPEI CHINO- CHINESE TAIPEI 
CHI-CHAO LIU * 
Fisheries Agency   
chichao@ms1.fa.gov.tw    
YEN-KAI CHEN 
Dept. of International Organizations  
ykchen@mofa.gov.tw 
WEI-JUNG CHOU 
Dept. of International Organizations  
wjchou@mofa.gov.tw   
HSIANG-YI YU   
Fisheries Agency   
hsiangyi@ms1.fa.gov.tw 

WAN-LING WU   
Fisheries Agency   
wanling0312@ms1.fa.gov.tw  
HUI-SHAN MA  
Overseas Fisheries Development Council  
sandrama7@gmail.com  
HAN-YU LIN 
Taiwan Tuna Longline Association  
tony@tuna.org.tw  
LIANG-CHUN WANG  
Taiwan Tuna Longline Association   
duo_w@livemail.tw   

UNIÓN EUROPEA - EUROPEAN UNION 
LUIS MOLLEDO* 
European Commission   
luis.molledo@ec.europa.eu  
MARCO VALLETA   
European Commission   
marco.valletta@ec.europa.eu    
ELENA CONSUEGRA 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación  
econsuegra@mapa.es  
GLORIA DEL CERRO  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación  
gcerro@mapa.es  
ANTONIO LIZCANO  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentación 
alizcano@mapa.es  
MOISES DE SA  
DGRM  
mfsa@dgrm.mm.gov.pt  
TERESA MOLINA  
Secretaría General de Pesca  
tmolina@mapa.es  
LUCIA SARRICOLEA  
Secretaría General de Pesca  
lsarricolea@mapa.es 

BORJA ALONSO  
Albacora  
borja.alonso@albacora.es  
DANIEL CALVO  
Industria 
dcalvo@boltonfood.com  
MIGUEL HERRERA  
OPAGAC  
miguel.herrera@opagac.org  
IMANOL LOINAZ  
Albacora  
imanol.loinaz@albacora.es  
JUAN C. MARTIN  
OPROMAR  
jcmartin@opromar.com  
JULIO MORÓN  
OPAGAC  
julio.moron@opagac.org  
JOSU SANTIAGO  
Azti 
jsantiago@azti.es  
EDELMIRO ULLOA  
Anapa Arpoan  
edelmiro@arvi.org  

VENEZUELA 
MIGUEL CARPIO  
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  
carpiom1979@gmail.com  
RODGER GUTIERREZ  
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura  
oai.minpesca@gmail.com  

ALVIN DELGADO   
FUNDATUN  
fundatunpnov@gmail.com    
LERMIS LARA   
Ministerio del Poder Popular de Pesca y Acuicultura 
lermislara@gmail.com  

NO MIEMBROS COOPERANTES – COOPERATING NON-MEMBERS 
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BOLIVIA 
HUGO ALSINA  
Alsina et al  
hugo@alsina-et-al.org  

 

CHILE 
KARIN MUNDNICH* 
Subsecretaría de Pesca y Acuicultura 
kmundnich@subpesca.cl  
LESLIE C. BUSTOS  
Subsecretaría de Pesca y Acuicultura  
lbustos@subpesca.cl 

 SALVADOR VEGA  
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores  
svega@minrel.gob.cl 
 

HONDURAS 
CÉSAR A. FORTIN * 
DIGEPESCA  
cesarfortindigepesca@gmail.com  
ERICK BANEGAS  
DIGEPESCA 
erickdigepesca@gmail.com  

FIDELIA CARDONA  
DIGEPESCA 
investigacion.dgpa@gmail.com 

INDONESIA 
TRIAN YUNANDA * 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
tryand_fish@yahoo.com  
PUTUH SUADELA  
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
putuhsuadela@gmail.com  

MUMPUNI CYNTIA PRATIWI   
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
mumpuni.cpratiwi@gmail.com  
YAYAN HERNURYADIN   
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries  
yhernuryadin@gmail.com  

LIBERIA 
FRANCIS B. BOIMAH*  
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority  
fboimah@nafaa.gov.lr  
RUPHENE SIDIFALL   
Liberian International Shipping & Corporate Registry 
RSidifall@liscr.com  

SHECK SHERIF  
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority  
sasherif@nafaa.gov.lr  
AUSTIN WEHYE  
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority 
awehye@nafaa.gov.lr  

ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES – INTERNACIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
VERONICA CÁCERES 
CIT-IAC   
secretario@iacseaturtle.org  

PAUL DE BRUYN  
IOTC   
Paul.DeBruyn@fao.org  

 
ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AARTHI ANANTHANARAYANAN  
Ocean Conservancy   
aarthi@oceanconservancy.org    
DAN AVERILL  
Marine Stewardship Council   
dan.averill@msc.org    
LUIS BOURILLÓN   
Marine Stewardship Council   
Lbourillon@gmail.com   
RAYMOND CLARKE  
American Tunaboat Association  
rclarke@sopactuna.com  
CHRIS DORSETT  
Ocean Conservancy  
lferguson@oceanconservancy.org   
MICHAEL DREXLER  
Ocean Conservancy  
mdrexler@oceanconservancy.org    
TEDDY ESCARABAY  

BILL HOLDEN 
Marine Stewardship Council 
s bill.holden@msc.org 
HOLLY KOEHLER 
ISSF 
hkoehler@iss-foundation.org  
CRISTIAN LABORDA 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
cristian.laborda@celaborda.com  
GERALD LEAPE 
The Pew Charitable Trusts  
gleape@pewtrusts.org  
GALA MORENO 
ISSF  
gmoreno@iss-foundation.org 
ALEXIA MORGAN 
Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
alexia.morgan@sustainablefish.org 
HILARIO MURUA 
ISSF 
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Sustainable Fisheries Partnership 
teddy.escarabay@sustainablefish.org  
GRANT GALLAND  
The Pew Charitable Trusts  
ggalland@pewtrusts.org   
WILLIAM GIBBON-FLY  
American Tunaboat Association  
wgibbons-fly@atatuna.com   
PABLO GUERRERO  
WWF  
pablo.guerrero@wwf.org.ec    
KURTIS HAYNE 
Marine Stewardship Council 
kurtis.hayne@msc.org  

hmurua@iss-foundation.org 
MACY PLACIDE 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
mplacide@pewtrusts.org  
TOM PICKERELL 
Global Tuna Alliance 
tom@globaltunaalliance.com 
ESTHER WOZNIAK 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
ewozniak@pewtrusts.org 
 

OBSERVADORES-OBSERVERS 
JOHN ALCIVAR 
Pacific Marines Services  
jalcivar76@gmail.com 
TOM EVANS 
Key Traceability 
t.evans@keytraceability.com  
SVEIN FOUGNER 
Hawaii Longline Association 
sveinfougner@cox.net  
MATTHEW HALL 
StarKist Co. 
matthew.hall@starkist.com 
DILLON HANSON-AHUMADA 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
dhanson-ahumada@nrdc.org 
MIKE KRAFT 
Bumble Bee Seafoods 
mike.kraft@bumblebee.com  

SOFIA MOROCHO  
Cámara Nacional de Pesca 
sofia33m@hotmail.com 
ELIZABETH MURDOCK 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
emurdock@nrdc.org  
MATTHEW OWENS 
Tri Marine 
mowens@trimarinegroup.com 
JOSE SORNOZA 
Coremahi 
Aso30man@gmail.com   
BRETT WIEDOFF 
NOAA 
Brett.l.Wiedoff@noaa.gov  

 

mailto:teddy.escarabay@sustainablefish.org
mailto:ggalland@pewtrusts.org
mailto:wgibbons-fly@atatuna.com
mailto:pablo.guerrero@wwf.org.ec
mailto:kurtis.hayne@msc.org
mailto:hmurua@iss-foundation.org
mailto:mplacide@pewtrusts.org
mailto:tom@globaltunaalliance.com
mailto:ewozniak@pewtrusts.org
mailto:jalcivar76@gmail.com
mailto:t.evans@keytraceability.com
mailto:sveinfougner@cox.net
mailto:matthew.hall@starkist.com
mailto:dhanson-ahumada@nrdc.org
mailto:mike.kraft@bumblebee.com
mailto:sofia33m@hotmail.com
mailto:emurdock@nrdc.org
mailto:mowens@trimarinegroup.com
mailto:Aso30man@gmail.com
mailto:Brett.l.Wiedoff@noaa.gov


IATTC-95 – Minutes – 30 Nov-04 Dec 2020    19 

SECRETARÍA – SECRETARIAT 
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS, Director a.i. 
jpulvenis@iattc.org 
MARISOL AGUILAR 
maguilar@iattc.org 
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org  
RICARDO BELMONTES 
rbelmontes@iattc.org 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS 
gcardenas7@hotmail.com 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN 
gcompean@iattc.org 
BARBARA CULLINGFORD 
bcullingford@iattc.org 
ALEXANDRE DA SILVA 
adasilva@iattc.org  
LEANNE FULLER 
lfuller@iattc.org 
MONICA GALVÁN 
mgalvan@iattc.org 
SHANE GRIFFITHS 
sgriffiths@iattc.org 
MARTIN HALL 
mhall@iattc.org 
GEOYOUNG KANG  
gkang@iattc.org 
CLERIDY LENNERT 
clennert@iattc.org 
JON LOPEZ 
jlopez@iattc.org 
PAULINA LLANO 
pllano@iattc.org 
DAN MARGULIES 
dmargulies@iattc.org 
JOYDELEE MARROW 
jmarrow@iattc.org 
MARK MAUNDER 
mmaunder@iattc.org 
DRISS MESKI  
driss.meski@outlook.com  

CAROLINA MINTE-VERA 
cminte@iattc.org 
ALFONSO MIRANDA 
amiranda@iattc.org 
JEFF MORGAN 
jmorgan@iattc.org 
TERESA MUSANO 
tmusano@iattc.org 
JORGE PARRAGA 
jparraga@iattc.org 
CHRISTINE PATNODE 
cpatnode@iattc.org 
NORA ROA 
nroa@iattc.org 
MARLON ROMAN 
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Appendix 2a  

 
INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING  
(by videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020  
 

 

RESOLUTION C-20-01   

 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH AD HOC PROCEDURES FOR THE 95TH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE COMMISSION BY VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually, on the occasion of its 95th Meeting; 

 In accordance with the provisions of Article VII, paragraph 1(s), of the Antigua Convention; 

Recognizing the imperative need to hold its annual meeting in the year 2020; 

Desirous of holding it despite the limitations and adverse circumstances caused by the COVID pandemic 19; 

Aware of the need to adopt ad hoc rules of procedure for the holding of the 95th Meeting of the Commission by 
videoconference; 

Agrees as follow: 

AD HOC PROCEDURES FOR THE HOLDING OF THE 95TH ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE COMMISSION. 

1. EXCEPTIONAL NATURE: Exceptionally and without changing the general rule and constant practice of 
holding meetings of the Commission presentially, these ad hoc procedures rules shall allow for the holding 
of the 95th annual meeting of the Commission by videoconference, while ensuring respect for the rights and 
compliance of the obligations established by the Antigua Convention, the IATTC Rules of Procedure 
(Resolution 12-03) and the provisions of the Resolutions in force, following the procedures contained in this 
resolution.  
 

2. AGENDA: The agenda shall contain only those priority issues which require a decision that cannot be 
postponed.  No issue requiring a discussion and a decision may be considered and discussed under the item 
"Other Business”. 
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3. TECHNOLOGICAL PLATFORM: The 95th Meeting of the Commission will be held using the 
technological platform called [...], freely accessible to delegates previously accredited and registered with 
the IATTC. 
 

4. REFERENCE TIME: For all purposes, the reference time of the meeting and of each of its sessions will 
be the time of the city of San Diego, California, United States of America. 
 

5. DELEGATES’ REGISTRATION: 
 

a) For the purpose of the secure provision of passwords for access to the sessions, the delegates who have 
been duly accredited with the Secretariat shall register for the meeting using the electronic format made 
available on the Commission's Internet website. 
 

b) At the time of registration, the name and status of the head of delegation, the alternate head of delegation 
and the advisers and experts comprising each delegation shall be specified. 
 

c) Receipt and processing of accreditations and registrations will begin one week prior to the meeting and 
will be closed at noon on the day immediately preceding that date. 
 

d) The Secretariat may process registrations or substitutions of delegates after that day, bearing in mind 
that such registrations or substitutions may be made under the responsibility of the delegation which has 
been late in submitting the accreditation and registration and which will join the meeting in whatever 
condition it finds itself. 
 

e) Sufficiently in advance, the Secretariat shall provide the registered delegates with all the necessary 
information to enable them to participate in the meeting through the technological platform that has been 
selected. 

6. QUORUM: 
 
a) The Chair, after declaring the meeting open, shall ask, in alphabetical order, that each r head of 

delegation identify himself or herself, as well as any experts or advisors accompanying him or her. 
 

b) Following that presentation, the Director shall verify the attendance and, as appropriate, the Chair will 
declare that the quorum has been reached.  
 
 

7. USE OF MICROPHONE AND VIDEO CAMERA DURING THE MEETING: All participants shall 
keep their microphone and camera off and switch them on only when the President has given them the floor. 
 

8. TAKING THE FLOOR:  
 
a) Only the Head of Delegation, or, if he/she is not present, his/her alternate, may request to speak, even 

for the purpose of giving the floor to advisers or experts from the same delegation. 
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b) When requesting the floor, only the mechanism designated for this purpose in the technological platform 
may be used. 
 

c) The Chair, with the Secretariat's support, shall keep a chronological record of the requests to speak and 
shall give the floor in strict accordance with this record. No participant may speak unless expressly 
authorized by the Chair. 
 

d) At the opening of the meeting, the Chair shall determine the conditions under which interventions will 
be made. 
 

e) When giving the floor to a participant, the Chair shall identify that participant and the Member, 
Cooperating Non-Member or Observer which he/she represents. The delegate shall then activate his 
microphone and video camera and take the floor. He shall endeavor to speak slowly and clearly to 
facilitate the efficient functioning of the interpretation service. At the end of his/her speech, the delegate 
shall switch off his/her microphone and video camera; if he/she does not do so, the Secretariat shall do 
so remotely. 
 

f) The Chair may request the intervention of a member of the staff of the Commission or an invited expert, 
or of one of the participants, whenever he deems it relevant. 
 

9. PROPOSALS ANALYSIS:  
 

a) When proposals are presented and discussed, the Chair shall give priority to those interventions which 
relate to any objections which might be raised, with a view to assessing, through the successive 
interventions, the possibility of reaching a consensus. 
 

b) Proposals will be discussed, and texts will be amended as required during the discussions by projecting 
them on the […] shared screen where the Spanish and English language versions of the document will 
be displayed. 
 

10. DECISION-MAKING: 
 
Whenever the Chair deems that the discussion on an item to be decided can be considered as concluded, he 
shall submit it to the Members present and participating for decision, as follows: 
 
a) After verification of a quorum, the Chair shall read aloud the text of the decision, recommendation, or 

resolution, and ensure that it is also displayed on a shared screen, as applicable. 
 

b) If no objection is expressed, the Chair will record the existence of a consensus and shall then declare the 
proposal approved. 
 

11. TECHNICAL SUPPORT DURING THE MEETING: A telephone or electronic messaging service, 
staffed by technicians specialized in information technology, will be at the disposal of the Secretariat to 
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attend to the delegations' connectivity needs or to inform the Chair in the event of any anomaly in the system 
that could affect the participation of a delegation. 
 

12. FAILURES IN THE INTERNET AND INVOLUNTARY DISCONNECTION FROM THE SYSTEM 
 

a) When, because of instability in the technological platform, communication is poor or interrupted, the 
Head of Delegation thus affected shall so advise through the mechanism mentioned in paragraph 11, 
indicating that the respective delegation is unable to participate in the meeting.  The Chair shall inform 
the other participants and allow a break of no more than 30 minutes, with a view to resolving the problem 
of connection. 

b) Following the recess and if there is no solution, the Chair shall report the fact and it shall be recorded in 
a manner consistent with paragraph 6(a) of Article IX of the Antigua Convention, to enable the Member 
concerned to exercise its rights under paragraph 6(c) of that Article. 
 

c) If more than one participating Member is affected, so that there is no longer a quorum, the meeting shall 
be regarded as inconclusive with respect to those matters on which consensus has not previously been 
reached. 
 

13. APPLICABILITY: These procedures apply exclusively to the 95th Meeting of the Commission and do not 
prejudge the content of any Rules of Procedure that may be adopted in the future for other meetings of the 
Commission. 
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Appendix 2b  

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 
95TH MEETING  
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 
 

RESOLUTION C-20-02 
 

MEASURES FOR THE CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF PACIFIC 
BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN, 2021 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) gathered virtually, on the occasion of its 95th Meeting: 

Taking into account that the stock of Pacific bluefin tuna is caught in both the western and central Pacific Ocean 
(WCPO) and the eastern Pacific Ocean (EPO); 

Recognizing with concern that the 2018 stock assessment of Pacific bluefin tuna by the International Scientific 
Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean (ISC) shows the following: 

● Although the spawning stock biomass (SSB) appears to have grown slightly in the last few years, 
SSB remains near the historic low point (ratio of SSB in 2016 relative to the theoretical unfished 
SSB (SSB2016/SSBF=0, the depletion ratio) estimated in this assessment is 3.3%);  

● The stock is overfished relative to 20%SSBF=0, which is the second rebuilding target recommended 
by the Joint IATTC-Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) Northern 
Committee (NC) Working Group, and is subject to overfishing relative to most of the common 
fishing intensity-based reference points; 

● The projection results are strongly influenced by the inclusion of the relatively high, but uncertain 
recruitment estimate for 2016; and, 

Taking into consideration that IATTC Members, through resolutions and voluntary actions, have, since 2012, 
effected 40% reductions in the catch of Pacific bluefin tuna across the entire range of age classes available in 
the EPO; 

Noting that in 2018 the IATTC Scientific Staff did not recommend additional measures because the measures 
established in Resolution C-16-08 are adequate to meet the rebuilding targets recommended by the Joint IATTC-
WCPFC NC Working Group; 

Recognizing the recommendation of the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) from its ninth meeting in May 
2018, in which the SAC recommended that the Commission take note of the current status of Pacific bluefin 
tuna, the different impacts of harvesting small and large Pacific bluefin tuna, and of the increased risks of not 
achieving the rebuilding targets if the Resolution (C-16-08) is modified to increase catch limits; 

Recalling that Article VII, paragraph 1(c) of the Antigua Convention provides that the Commission shall “adopt 
measures that are based on the best scientific evidence available to ensure the long-term conservation and 
sustainable use of the fish stocks covered by this Convention and to maintain or re- store the populations of 
harvested species at levels of abundance which can produce the maximum sustainable yield...”; 

Urging all IATTC Members and Cooperating Non-Members (CPCs) involved in this fishery to participate in a 
fair and equitable manner, and without exceptions, in the discussion and adoption of conservation measures 
applicable to the stock throughout its entire range; 
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Mindful that these measures are intended as an interim step towards assuring sustainability of the Pacific bluefin 
tuna resource, consistent with the precautionary approach, and the objectives of the long-term management 
framework for the conservation and management of Pacific bluefin tuna in the EPO; 

Noting that the IATTC has adopted mandatory conservation and management measures for Pacific bluefin tuna 
for 2012-2020, and that the measures resulted in reducing catches in the EPO; and, 

Desirous that combined conservation and management measures by the WCPFC and the IATTC, together with 
other voluntary measures aimed at controlling fishing mortality, should be implemented to better the condition 
of the Pacific bluefin tuna stock. 

Resolves as follows: 

1. The Commission shall implement this Resolution in accordance with the long-term management 
objectives of Pacific bluefin tuna in paragraph 1 of Resolution C-18-02 [Amendment to Resolution C-16-
08]. 

2. Each CPC shall report sport fishery catches of Pacific bluefin tuna semi-annually to the Director. Each 
CPC shall continue to ensure that catches of Pacific bluefin tuna by sportfishing vessels operating under 
its jurisdiction are reduced in a manner commensurate with reductions in commercial catches. 

3. During 2021, in the IATTC Convention Area, combined total commercial catches of Pacific bluefin tuna 
by all CPCs shall not exceed the catch limit of 3,925 metric tons. 

4. Noting that the United States could catch up to 425 metric tons in any year within the biennial limit under 
Resolution C-18-01, the United States may catch up to 425 metric tons in 2021. Any catches that exceed 
300 metric tons shall be subtracted from the catch limit to be adopted for 2022; however, if there is under-
harvest from Resolution C-18-01, catches that exceed the sum of 300 metric tons and the under-harvest 
quantity shall be subtracted from the catch limit to be adopted for 2022. The under-harvest from Resolution 
C-18-01 shall be applied in accordance with Paragraph 7 of this Resolution and notified in accordance 
with Paragraph 11 of this resolution. The catch limit for the United States will be subtracted and reserved 
from the total catch limit in paragraph 3 for the exclusive use of the United States.  

5. Noting that Mexico could catch up to 3,500 metric tons in any year within the biennial limit under 
Resolution C-18-01, Mexico may catch up to 3,500 metric tons in 2021. Any catches that exceed 3,000 
metric tons shall be subtracted from the catch limit to be adopted for 2022; however, if there is under-
harvest from C-18-01, catches that exceed the sum of 3,000 metric tons and the under-harvest quantity 
shall be subtracted from the catch limit to be adopted for 2022. The under-harvest from Resolution C-18-
01 shall be applied in accordance to Paragraph 7 of this Resolution and notified in accordance with 
Paragraph 11 of this resolution. The catch limit for Mexico will be subtracted and reserved from the total 
catch limit in paragraph 3 for the exclusive use of Mexico. 

6. Any over-harvest shall be deducted from the catch limit in the following year in accordance with 
Paragraph 3 of Resolution C-18-02. Over-harvest of the biennial catch limits established in Resolution C-
18-01 shall be deducted from catch limits applicable to this Resolution.  

7. Under-harvest of biennial catch limits established in Resolution C-18-01 shall be added to catch limits 
applicable to this Resolution in accordance with Paragraph 4 of Resolution C-18-02. 

8. CPCs should endeavor to manage catches by vessels under their respective national jurisdictions in such 
a manner and through such mechanisms as might be applied, with the objective of reducing the proportion 
of fish of less than 30 kg in the catch toward 50% of total catch, taking into consideration the scientific 
advice of the ISC and the IATTC staff. At the annual meeting of the IATTC in 2021, the Scientific Staff 
shall present the results of the 2020 fishing season in this regard for the Commission’s review. CPCs shall 
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take the necessary measures to ensure that the catch limits specified in paragraphs 3, 4 and 4 5 are not 
exceeded in 2021, without prejudging the adoption by the CPCs of additional management and 
conservation measures within their national jurisdiction. 

9. In 2021, each CPC shall report its catches to the Director weekly after 50% of its annual catch limit in 
each year is reached.  

10. The Director will send out notices to all CPCs when 75% and 90% of the limits in Paragraphs 3, 4 or 5 
have been reached. The Director will send out a notice to all CPCs when the limits in Paragraphs 3, 4 or 
5 have been reached. CPCs shall take the necessary internal measures to avoid exceeding the limits 
established in Paragraphs 3, 4 or 5.  

11. By January 31 2021, the Director shall notify all CPCs of the catch limit for 2021 established in Paragraphs 
3, 4 and 5 of this resolution that considers any over-harvest or under-harvest in accordance with Paragraphs 
6 and 7 of this Resolution, and Paragraphs 3 and 4 of Resolution C-18-02.    

12. In 2021, the IATTC Scientific Staff shall present an assessment to the Scientific Advisory Committee of 
the effectiveness of this resolution also taking into consideration the results of the ISC’s latest Pacific 
bluefin tuna stock assessment, harvest scenario projections performed by the ISC, and conservation and 
management measures for Pacific bluefin tuna adopted by the WCPFC. The Commission shall consider 
new management measures to apply beyond 2020 2021 based on the best available information, including 
the latest assessment, recruitment information, projections or other relevant information. 

13. Taking into consideration the outcomes of the Joint IATTC-WCPFC NC Working Group on Pacific 
bluefin tuna and meetings of the WCPFC, the Commission shall review this Resolution and consider 
revising the catch limits established in this resolution, taking into account the need for an equitable 
distribution of catch, during the 2021 Annual Meeting of the IATTC. 
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Appendix 2c 

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 
95TH MEETING 

(By videoconference) 
30 November - 4 December 2020 

 

RESOLUTION C-20-03 

FINANCING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021 
The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually, on the occasion of its 95th Meeting: 

Understanding the importance of ensuring sufficient funding for the Commission in a timely manner, so that it 
may continue to effectively develop and implement the agreed conservation and management program for the 
living marine resources of the IATTC Convention Area, and conduct the associated data collection and research;  

Noting that non-payment of the agreed contributions may impair the Commission’s ability to continue its 
operations; 

Aware that the allocation of the costs of supporting the Commission among Members should be transparent, fair 
and equitable, stable, and predictable, but also should allow for redistribution of costs as new Members join; 

Taking into account Resolution C-15-05, whereby the Commission, at its 89th Meeting, agreed on a formula for 
calculating the contributions of the Members to the Commission’s budget for the years 2013-2017 and beyond, 

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the Antigua Convention; 

Noting that several non-Members derive benefits from catching or utilizing fish covered by the Convention, but 
do not make contributions to the Commission’s budget;  

Taking note of the Commission staff’s proposals regarding the budget presented in Document CAF-08-01; and  

Recognizing the need to seek economies in the operation of the Commission, in order to reduce costs; 

Agrees: 

1. To adopt a budget of US$ 8,133,836 for fiscal year (FY) 2021. 

2. That the Members shall contribute to the Commission’s budget for FY 2021 in accordance with the following 
schedule: 

 FY 2021 
(US$) 

Belize 44,134 
Canada 126,572 
China 245,638 
Colombia 385,948 
Korea 245,141 
Costa Rica 129,419 
Ecuador 1,617,314 
El Salvador 88,701 
United States  1,746,553 
France 130,086 
Guatemala 61,557 
Japan 298,100 
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 FY 2021 
(US$) 

Kiribati 43,849 
Mexico 1,079,151 
Nicaragua 84,989 
Panama 725,673 
Peru 177,291 
Chinese Taipei  236,925 
European Union  435,067 
Vanuatu 49,931 
Venezuela 181,797 
Total 8,133,836 

 

  



IATTC-95 – Minutes – 30 Nov-04 Dec 2020    29 

Appendix 2d 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 
95TH MEETING  
(by videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020  
 

 

RESOLUTION C-20-04 
  

 

RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH AN AD HOC WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP AND 
RECOMMEND TO THE COMMISSION RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE HOLDING 

OF MEETINGS BY VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually, on the occasion of its 95th Meeting; 

 Aware of its responsibility to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of the fish stocks covered 
by the Antigua Convention, in accordance with the relevant rules of international law; 

Recognizing that the recent events worldwide as a consequence of the COVID 19 pandemic have led to the need 
to hold meetings by videoconference as an alternative to presential meetings; 

Taking into account that the holding of the 95th Meeting of the Commission was made possible by the 
commitment of Members to the development of ad hoc Rules of Procedure for this meeting, and recognizing the 
need for rules of a permanent nature, and that, to this end, it is necessary to establish an ad hoc Working Group 
which can recommend to the Commission a set of relevant rules;   

Agrees:  
1. To establish the Ad Hoc Working Group to develop and recommend to the Commission rules of 

procedure for the holding of meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies by videoconference. 

2. The functions of the Ad Hoc Working Group shall be as follows: 

(a) To produce, analyze and recommend to the Commission, the necessary set of rules of procedure for 
the conduct of formal meetings of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies by videoconference; 

(b) To issue a final report to the Commission with recommendations for its consideration and decision, 
during the intersessional period or at the regular annual meeting in 2021, whichever occurs first.  

3. The Ad Hoc Working Group shall be composed of one representative designated by each Member of the 
Commission, with appropriate qualifications or experience relevant to the work of the Group.  

4. The meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Group shall be held by videoconference and the exchange of 
working documents shall be done electronically.  

5. The Chair of the Commission shall serve as Coordinator of the Ad Hoc Working Group.  
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The Coordinator of the Ad Hoc Working Group, in coordination with the Secretariat and with its support, 
considering the contributions provided by the members of the Group, shall establish the former, periodicity 

and content of its meetings, which will be held during the 2020-2021 intersessional period. 

Appendix 3a 

AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION  

95TH MEETING 
(By videoconference) 

30 November – 4 December 2020 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 A-1A 
 

SUBMITTED BY COLOMBIA AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 
PROPOSAL ON CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR TROPICAL TUNAS 

IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021 
The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in Mexico City, Mexico, on the occasion of 
its 92nd Meeting: 
Aware of its responsibility for the scientific study of the tunas and tuna-like species in its Convention Area and 
for formulating recommendations to its Members and Cooperating non-Members (CPCs) with regard to these 
resources;  
Recognizing that the potential production from the resource can be reduced if fishing effort is excessive;  
Concerned that the capacity of the purse-seine fleets fishing for tunas in the Convention Area continues to 
increase;  
Taking into account the best scientific information available, reflected in the IATTC staff’s recommendations, 
and the precautionary approach; and 
Recalling the need to take into account the special circumstances and requirements of the developing countries 
of the region, particularly the coastal countries, as recognized in the Antigua Convention, in particular in its 
Preamble and its Article XXIII, paragraph 1; 

Agrees: 
To apply in the Convention Area the conservation and management measures for tropical tuna set out below, 
and to request that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective CPC’s flag vessels 
relative to this commitment, and also report on such activities at each annual meeting of the Commission; 
1. These measures are applicable during 2021 to all CPCs’ purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 4 to 

6 (more than 182 metric tons carrying capacity), and to all their longline vessels over 24 meters length 
overall, that fish for yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas in the Convention Area. 

2. Pole-and-line, troll, and sportfishing vessels, and purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 1-3 (182 
metric tons carrying capacity or less) and longline vessels less than 24 meters length overall, are not subject 
to these measures, except those related to the management of FADs. 

MEASURES FOR PURSE-SEINE FLEETS 
3. All purse-seine vessels covered by these measures must stop fishing in the Convention Area for a period of 

72 days in each year covered by this resolution. These closures shall be effected in one of two periods, as 
follows: from 00:00 hours on 29 July to 24:00 hours on 8 October, or from 00:00 hours on 9 November to 
24:00 hours on 19 January of the following year. 

4. The fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna by purse-seine vessels within the area of 96º and 110ºW 
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and between 4°N and 3°S, known as the “corralito”, which is illustrated in Figure 1, shall be closed from 
00:00 hours on 9 October to 24:00 hours on 8 November of each year. 

 
Figure 1. Closure area 

5. a.  For each one of the closure periods, each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July of each year, the  
       names of all the purse-seine vessels that will observe each closure period. 
b. Every vessel that fishes, regardless of the flag under which it operates or whether it changes flag or the 

jurisdiction of the CPC under which it fishes during the year, must observe the closure period to which 
it was committed.  

6. a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs 5a and 5b, a request by a CPC, on behalf of any of its  
       vessels, for an exemption due to force majeure1 rendering said vessel unable to proceed to sea outside  
       said closure period during a period of at least 75 continuous days, shall be sent to the Secretariat, at the  
       latest one month after the end of the inactivity period due to force majeure. 
b. In addition to the request for an exemption, the CPC shall send the evidence necessary to demonstrate 

that the vessel did not proceed to sea and that the facts on which the request for exemption is based were 
due to force majeure. 

c. The Director shall immediately send the request and the evidence electronically to the other CPCs for 
their consideration, duly coded in order to maintain the anonymity of the name, flag and owner of the 
vessel.  

d. The request shall be considered accepted, unless an IATTC Member objects to it formally within 15 
calendar days of the receipt of said request, in which case the Director shall immediately notify all CPCs 
of the objection. 

e. If the request for exemption is accepted: 
i. the vessel shall observe a reduced closure period of 40 consecutive days in the same year during 

which the force majeure event occurred, in one of the two periods prescribed in paragraph 3, to be 
immediately notified to the Director by the CPC, or 

ii. in the event said vessel has already observed a closure period prescribed in paragraph 3 in the same 
year during which the force majeure event occurred, it shall observe a reduced closure period of 40 
consecutive days the following year, in one of the two periods prescribed in paragraph 3, to be 
notified to the Director by the CPC no later than 15 July.  

iii. vessels that benefit from the exemption must carry an observer aboard authorized pursuant to the 

 
1 For the purposes of paragraph 6, only cases of vessels disabled in the course of fishing operations by mechanical and/or 

structural failure, fire or explosion, shall be considered force majeure  
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AIDCP. 
This exemption applies to the vessels of fleets that observe either of the closure periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3. 

7. Each CPC shall, for purse-seine fisheries: 
a. Before the date of entry into force of the closure, take the legal and administrative measures necessary 

to implement the closure; 
b. Inform all interested parties in its tuna industry of the closure; 
c. Inform the Director that these steps have been taken;  
d. Ensure that at the time a closure period begins, and for the entire duration of that period, all the purse-

seine vessels fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and/or skipjack tunas that are committed to observing that 
closure period and that fly its flag, or operate under its jurisdiction, in the Convention Area are in port, 
except that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may remain at sea, provided 
they do not fish in the Convention Area. The only other exception to this provision shall be that vessels 
carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may leave port during the closure, provided they 
do not fish in the Convention Area. 

MEASURES FOR THE FISHERY ON FISH-AGGREGATING DEVICES 
8. CPCs shall ensure that, as of 1 January 2021, purse-seine vessels flying their flag have no more than the 

following number of fish-aggregating devices (FADs), as defined in Resolution C-16-01, active at any one 
time: 

Class 6 (1,200 m3 and greater):   [315 COL] [350 EU] FADs 
Class 6 (< 1,200 m3):    [210 COL] [234 EU] FADs 
Class 4-5:     [85 COL] [94 EU] FADs 
Class 1-3:     [50 COL] [55 EU] FADs 

9. A FAD shall be activated exclusively onboard a purse-seine vessel. The reactivation of buoys at sea whose 
network service with the supplier company has been discontinued is not permitted, unless the buoy is 
onboard a purse-seine vessel.   

10. For the purposes of this resolution, a FAD is considered active when it: 
a. is deployed at sea; and 
b. starts transmitting its location and is being tracked by the vessel, its owner, or operator. 

11. In order to support the monitoring of compliance with the limitation established in Paragraphs 8 to 10, and 
the work of the IATTC Scientific Staff in analyzing the impact of FAD fisheries, while protecting business 
confidential data, CPCs shall report, or require their vessels to report, daily information on all active FADs 
to the Secretariat. The information provided shall be identical in form and content to the raw buoy data 
provided by the buoy manufacturers to the original users (i.e. vessels and vessel administrators), as specified 
in the Annex of this Resolution. Reporting shall occur at monthly intervals and with a time delay of at least 
60 days, but no longer than 90 days. 

12. [EU: To monitor compliance with the procedures established in Paragraphs 8-10, CPCs shall report, or 
require their vessels to report, complete VMS data for all vessels required to carry VMS pursuant to 
Resolution C-14-02. The information reported to the Secretariat shall include, at a minimum, the information 
specified in Paragraphs 2(a) of and 2(b) of that Resolution. Where the flag CPC requires more frequent 
polling rates, CPCs are encouraged to submit higher-frequency VMS data. Reporting shall occur at monthly 
intervals and with a time delay no longer than 90 days. Data collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be 
treated in accordance with Resolution C-15-07 on data confidentiality policy and procedures.] 
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13. Each CPC shall ensure that: 
a. its purse-seine vessels do not deploy FADs during a period of 15 days prior to the start of the selected 

closure period; 
b. all its Class-6 purse-seine vessels recover within 15 days prior to the start of the closure period a number 

of FADs equal to the number of FADs set upon during that same period. 
14. The Scientific Advisory Committee and the Ad hoc Permanent Working Group on FADs shall review the 

progress and results of the implementation of the FAD provisions contained in this Resolution and make 
recommendations to the Commission, as appropriate. 

15. To reduce the entanglement of sharks, sea turtles or any other species, as of 1 January 2019 CPCs shall 
ensure that the design and deployment of FADs shall be based on the principles set out in paragraphs 1 and 
2 of Annex II of Resolution C-19-01. 

MEASURES FOR THE LONGLINE FISHERY 
16. China, Japan, Korea, United States, and Chinese Taipei undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of 

bigeye tuna by their longline vessels in the Convention Area during 2021 do not exceed 55,131 metric tons, 
distributed at the following levels: 

Metric tons 2021 
China 2,507 
Japan 32,372 
Korea 11,947 
Chinese Taipei 7,555 
United States 750 

17. All other CPCs undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels in 
the Convention Area during the years included in this resolution do not exceed the greater of 500 metric tons 
or their respective catches of bigeye tuna in 20012,3. CPCs whose annual catches have exceeded 500 metric 
tons shall provide monthly catch reports to the Director. 

18. A CPC referenced in paragraph 16 may make a single transfer of a portion of its bigeye tuna catch limit each 
year to other CPCs that also have a bigeye tuna catch limit listed in paragraph 16, provided that the total 
transferred by any CPC in a given year does not exceed 30 percent of its catch limit. These transfers cannot 
be made to retroactively cover an overage of another CPC’s catch limit. Both CPCs involved in a transfer 
shall, separately or jointly, notify the Director 10 days in advance of the intended transfer. This notification 
shall specify the tonnage to be transferred and the year in which the transfer will occur. The Director shall 
promptly notify the Commission of the transfer.  

19. The CPC that receives the transfer shall be responsible for management for the transferred catch limit, 
including monitoring and monthly reporting of catch. A CPC that receives a one-time transfer of bigeye tuna 
catch limit in a given year shall not retransfer that catch limit to another CPC. The amount of bigeye 
transferred in any one year shall be considered without prejudice by the Commission for the purposes of 
establishing any future limits or allocations. 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
20. Landings and transshipments of tuna or tuna products that have been positively identified as originating 

from fishing activities that contravene these measures are prohibited. The Director is requested to provide 
 

2 The Commission acknowledges that France, as a coastal State, is developing a tuna longline fleet on behalf of its 
overseas territories situated in the Convention Area. 

3 The Commission acknowledges that Peru, as a coastal State, will develop a tuna longline fleet, which will operate in 
strict compliance with the rules and provisions of the IATTC and in accordance with the resolutions of the Commission. 



IATTC-95 – Minutes – 30 Nov-04 Dec 2020    34 

relevant information to CPCs to assist them in this regard.  
21. Each CPC shall submit to the Director, by 15 July of each year, a national report on its updated national 

compliance scheme and actions taken to implement these measures, including any controls it has imposed 
on its fleets and any monitoring, control, and compliance measures it has established to ensure compliance 
with such controls. 

22. In order to evaluate progress towards the objectives of these measures, in each year the IATTC scientific 
staff will analyze the effects on the stocks of the implementation of these measures, and previous 
conservation and management measures, and will propose, if necessary, appropriate measures to be applied 
in future years. 

23. Subject to the availability of the necessary funding, the Director is requested to continue the experiments 
with sorting grids for juvenile tunas and other species of non-target fish in the purse-seine nets of vessels 
that fish on FADs and on unassociated schools, by developing an experimental protocol, including 
parameters for the materials to be used for the sorting grids, and the methods for their construction, 
installation, and deployment. The Director shall also specify the methods and format for the collection of 
scientific data to be used for analysis of the performance of the sorting grids. The foregoing is without 
prejudice to each CPC carrying out its own experimental programs with sorting grids and presenting its 
results to the Director. 

24. Renew the program to require all purse-seine vessels to first retain on board and then land all bigeye, 
skipjack, and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human consumption for reasons other 
than size. A single exception shall be the final set of a trip, when there may be insufficient well space 
remaining to accommodate all the tuna caught in that set. 

25. The IATTC shall continue efforts to promote compatibility between the conservation and management 
measures adopted by the IATTC and WCPFC in their goals and effectiveness, especially in the overlap area, 
including by frequent consultations with the WCPFC, in order to maintain, and inform their respective 
members of, a thorough understanding of conservation and management measures directed at bigeye, 
yellowfin, and other tunas, and the scientific bases and effectiveness of those measures. 

26. In 2021 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the stock assessments 
and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, depending on the conclusions 
reached by the IATTC scientific staff, in consultation with the Scientific Advisory Committee, and based 
on such evaluation, the Commission shall take further actions including substantial extension of closure days 
for purse-seine vessels or equivalent measures, such as catch limits. 

27. Except in cases of force majeure prescribed in paragraph 6, no exemptions will be allowed with regard to 
the closure periods notified to the Director in accordance with paragraph 5a, nor with regard to the fishing 
effort of the purse-seine fleets of the respective CPCs. 
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Annex 
Format of the information to be requested to satellite buoy manufacturers 

 
a) Daily information on buoy location 

The following data fields should be included for all the buoys and positions recorded during the day, in fishing 
company-specific csv files: 

- date [dd-mm-yyyy], 
- time [hh.mm], 
- unique buoy identifier code [the format varies for each buoy manufacturer but is always an 

alphanumeric code], 
- IMO of the vessel associated to the buoy and receiving the information. 
- latitude [expressed as decimal degrees], 
- longitude [expressed as decimal degrees],  
- speed [knots]. 

Besides, whenever possible, the following information corresponding to each transmission will be included: 
- Water temperature. 
- Buoy in the water (only for those buoys with sensors that allow identifying buoys in the water) 
- Activation and deactivation dates. 
- Estate or transmission mode of the buoy (e.g. immediate information, retrieving, etc.) 

Data should be received in csv files named “X-YYYY-MM-ZZZZZZZ.csv” where X is the code of the buoy 
manufacturer (M, S, Z, for Marine Instruments, Satlink, and Zunibal, respectively), YYYY is the year, MM the 
month, and ZZZZZZZ the name of the fishing company.  
A single csv file will be prepared for company, year and month. 

b) Information on acoustic records 

The following data fields should be included for all the buoys and acoustic records recorded during the day, in 
fishing company-specific csv files: 

- ZUNIBAL: company, unique buoy identifier code, date (date, time), type (position or sounder), 
latitude, longitude, speed, drift, total 

- SATLINK: Company, unique buoy identifier code, MD, date (date, time), latitude, longitude, bat, 
temp, speed, drift, layer1, layer2, layer3, layer4, layer5, layer6, layer7, layer8, layer9, layer10, sum, max, mag1, 
mag2, mag3, mag4, mag5, mag6, mag7, mag8. 

- MARINE INSTRUMENTS: company, unique buoy identifier code, TransmissionDate, 
TransmissionHour, lat, lon, mode, light, poll, temperature, vcc, SounderDate, gain, layers, layerbits, maxdepth, 
sd1, sd2, sd3, sd4, sd5, sd6, sd7, sd8, sd9, sd10, sd11, sd13, sd12, sd14, sd15, sd16, sd17, sd18, sd19, sd20, 
sd21, sd22, sd23, sd24, sd25, sd26, sd27, sd28, sd29, sd30, sd31, sd32, sd33, sd34, sd35, sd36, sd37, sd38, sd39, 
sd40, sd41, sd42, sd43, sd44, sd45, sd346, sd47, sd48, sd49, sd50. 
Data should be received in csv files named “X-YYYY-MM-ZZZZZZZ-Sounder.csv” where X is the code of the 
buoy manufacturer (M, S, Z, for Marine Instruments, Satlink, and Zunibal, respectively), YYYY is the year, 
MM the month, and ZZZZZZZ the name of the fishing company.  
A single csv file will be prepared for company, year and month. 



IATTC-95 – Minutes – 30 Nov-04 Dec 2020    36 

Appendix 3b 
 

 
 

 

 

PROPOSAL ON CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR TROPICAL 
TUNAS IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021 REV 2 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in Mexico City, Mexico, on the occasion of 
its 92nd Meeting: 
Aware of its responsibility for the scientific study of the tunas and tuna-like species in its Convention Area and 
for formulating recommendations to its Members and Cooperating non-Members (CPCs) with regard to these 
resources; 
Recognizing that the potential production from the resource can be reduced if fishing effort is excessive; 
Concerned that the capacity of the purse-seine fleets fishing for tunas in the Convention Area continues to increase; 
Taking into account the best scientific information available, reflected in the IATTC staff’s recommendations, 
and the precautionary approach; and 
Recalling the need to take into account the special circumstances and requirements of the developing countries 
of the region, particularly the coastal countries, as recognized in the Antigua Convention, in particular in its 
Preamble and its Article XXIII, paragraph 1; 

Agrees: 
To apply in the Convention Area the conservation and management measures for tropical tuna set out below, 
and to request that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective CPC’s flag vessels 
relative to this commitment, and also report on such activities at each annual meeting of the Commission; 

1. These measures are applicable during 2021 to all CPCs’ purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 
4 to 6 (more than 182 metric tons carrying capacity), and to all their longline vessels over 24 meters 
length overall, that fish for yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas in the Convention Area. 

2. Pole-and-line, troll, and sportfishing vessels, and purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 1-3 
(182 metric tons carrying capacity or less) and longline vessels less than 24 meters length overall, are 
not subject to these measures, except those related to the management of FADs. 

MEASURES FOR PURSE-SEINE FLEETS 
3. All purse-seine vessels covered by these measures must stop fishing in the Convention Area for a period 

of 72 days in each year covered by this resolution. These closures shall be effected in one of two periods, 
as follows: from 00:00 hours on 29 July to 24:00 hours on 8 October, or from 00:00 hours on 9 
November to 24:00 hours on 19 January of the following year. 

4. The fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna by purse-seine vessels within the area of 96º and 
110ºW and between 4°N and 3°S, known as the “corralito”, which is illustrated in Figure 1, shall be 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING 
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 A-1B 
SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
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closed from 00:00 hours on 9 October to 24:00 hours on 8 November of each year. 
 

Figure 1. Closure area 
5. a.    For each one of the closure periods, each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July of each year, the  

       names of all the purse-seine vessels that will observe each closure period. 
b. Every vessel that fishes, regardless of the flag under which it operates or whether it changes flag 

or the jurisdiction of the CPC under which it fishes during the year, must observe the closure period 
to which it was committed. 

6. a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs 5a and 5b, a request by a CPC, on behalf of any 
of its vessels, for an exemption due to force majeure1 rendering said vessel unable to proceed to 
sea outside said closure period during a period of at least 75 continuous days, shall be sent to the 
Secretariat, at the latest one month after it happens. 

b. In addition to the request for an exemption, the CPC shall send the evidence necessary to 
demonstrate that the vessel did not proceed to sea and that the facts on which the request for 
exemption is based were due to force majeure. 

c. The Director shall immediately send the request and the evidence electronically to the other CPCs 
for their consideration, duly coded in order to maintain the anonymity of the name, flag and owner 
of the vessel. 

d. The request shall be considered accepted, unless an IATTC Member objects to it formally within 
15 calendar days of the receipt of said request, in which case the Director shall immediately notify 
all CPCs of the objection. 

e. If the request for exemption is accepted: 
i. the vessel shall observe a reduced closure period of 40 consecutive days in the same year 

during which the force majeure event occurred, in one of the two periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3, to be immediately notified to the Director by the CPC, or 

ii. in the event said vessel has already observed a closure period prescribed in paragraph 3 in the 
same year during which the force majeure event occurred, it shall observe a reduced closure 
period of 40 consecutive days the following year, in one of the two periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3, to be notified to the Director by the CPC no later than 15 July. 

iii. vessels that benefit from the exemption must carry an observer aboard authorized pursuant to 
the AIDCP. 

This exemption applies to the vessels of fleets that observe either of the closure periods prescribed 
 
1 For the purposes of paragraph 6, only cases of vessels disabled in the course of fishing operations by mechanical 
and/or structural failure, fire or explosion, shall be considered force majeure 
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in paragraph 3. 
7. Each CPC shall, for purse-seine fisheries: 

a. Before the date of entry into force of the closure, take the legal and administrative measures 
necessary to implement the closure; 

b. Inform all interested parties in its tuna industry of the closure; 
c. Inform the Director that these steps have been taken; 
d. Ensure that at the time a closure period begins, and for the entire duration of that period, all the 

purse-seine vessels fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and/or skipjack tunas that are committed to 
observing that closure period and that fly its flag, or operate under its jurisdiction, in the Convention 
Area are in port, except that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may 
remain at sea, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. The only other exception to this 
provision shall be that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may leave 
port during the closure, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. 

MEASURES FOR THE FISHERY ON FISH-AGGREGATING DEVICES 
8. CPCs shall ensure that purse-seine vessels flying their flag have no more than the following number of 

fish-aggregating devices (FADs), as defined in Resolution C-16-01, active at any one time: 
Class 6 (1,200 m3 and greater): 450 FADs 
Class 6 (< 1,200 m3): 300 FADs 
Class 4-5: 120 FADs 
Class 1-3: 70 FADs 

9. A FAD shall be activated exclusively onboard a purse-seine vessel. 
10. For the purposes of this resolution, a FAD is considered active when it: 

a. is deployed at sea; and 
b. starts transmitting its location and is being tracked by the vessel, its owner, or operator. 

11. In order to support the monitoring of compliance with the limitation established in Paragraph 8, and the 
work of the IATTC Scientific Staff in analyzing the impact of FAD fisheries, while protecting business 
confidential data, CPCs shall report, or require their vessels to report, daily information on all active 
FADs to the Secretariat with reports at monthly intervals submitted with a time delay of at least 60 
days, but no longer than 90 days. 

12. The Scientific Staff, in coordination with the Scientific Advisory Committee and taking into 
consideration the recommendations from the ad hoc Working Group on FADs, shall submit 
recommendations for the consideration of the Commission at its annual meeting in 2021 to improve 
the collection of data for the assessment of the FAD fishery, including the use of raw buoy data and 
VMS data. 

13. Each CPC shall ensure that: 
a. its purse-seine vessels do not deploy FADs during a period of 15 days prior to the start of the 

selected closure period; 
b. all its Class-6 purse-seine vessels recover within 15 days prior to the start of the closure 

period a number of FADs equal to the number of FADs set upon during that same period. 
14. The Scientific Advisory Committee and the Ad hoc Permanent Working Group on FADs shall review 

the progress and results of the implementation of the FAD provisions contained in this Resolution and 
make recommendations to the Commission, as appropriate. 

15. To reduce the entanglement of sharks, sea turtles or any other species, as of 1 January 2019 CPCs shall 
ensure that the design and deployment of FADs shall be based on the principles set out in paragraphs 1 
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and 2 of Annex II of Resolution C-19-01. 
MEASURES FOR THE LONGLINE FISHERY 

16. China, Japan, Korea, United States, and Chinese Taipei undertake to ensure that the total annual catches 
of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels in the Convention Area during 2021 do not exceed 55,131 
metric tons, distributed at the following levels: 

 

Metric tons 2021 
China 2,507 
Japan 32,372 
Korea 11,947 
Chinese Taipei 7,555 
United States 750 

17. All other CPCs undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels 
in the Convention Area during the years included in this resolution do not exceed the greater of 500 
metric tons or their respective catches of bigeye tuna in 20012,3. CPCs whose annual catches have 
exceeded 500 metric tons shall provide monthly catch reports to the Director. 

18. A CPC referenced in paragraph 16 may make a single transfer of a portion of its bigeye tuna catch limit 
each year to other CPCs that also have a bigeye tuna catch limit listed in paragraph 16, provided that 
the total transferred by any CPC in a given year does not exceed 30 percent of its catch limit. These 
transfers cannot be made to retroactively cover an overage of another CPC’s catch limit. Both CPCs 
involved in a transfer shall, separately or jointly, notify the Director 10 days in advance of the intended 
transfer. This notification shall specify the tonnage to be transferred and the year in which the transfer 
will occur. The Director shall promptly notify the Commission of the transfer. 

19. The CPC that receives the transfer shall be responsible for management for the transferred catch limit, 
including monitoring and monthly reporting of catch. A CPC that receives a one-time transfer of bigeye 
tuna catch limit in a given year shall not retransfer that catch limit to another CPC. The amount of 
bigeye transferred in any one year shall be considered without prejudice by the Commission for the 
purposes of establishing any future limits or allocations. 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
20. Landings and transshipments of tuna or tuna products that have been positively identified as originating 

from fishing activities that contravene these measures are prohibited. The Director is requested to 
provide relevant information to CPCs to assist them in this regard. 

21. Each CPC shall submit to the Director, by 15 July of each year, a national report on its updated national 
compliance scheme and actions taken to implement these measures, including any controls it has 
imposed on its fleets and any monitoring, control, and compliance measures it has established to ensure 
compliance with such controls. 

22. In order to evaluate progress towards the objectives of these measures, in each year the IATTC scientific 
staff will analyze the effects on the stocks of the implementation of these measures, and previous 
conservation and management measures, and will propose, if necessary, appropriate measures to be 
applied in future years. 

23. Subject to the availability of the necessary funding, the Director is requested to continue the 
 
2 The Commission acknowledges that France, as a coastal State, is developing a tuna longline fleet on behalf of its 
overseas territories situated in the Convention Area. 
3 The Commission acknowledges that Peru, as a coastal State, will develop a tuna longline fleet, which will operate in 
strict compliance with the rules and provisions of the IATTC and in accordance with the resolutions of the Commission. 
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experiments with sorting grids for juvenile tunas and other species of non-target fish in the purse-
seine nets of vessels that fish on FADs and on unassociated schools, by developing an experimental 
protocol, including parameters for the materials to be used for the sorting grids, and the methods for 
their construction, installation, and deployment. The Director shall also specify the methods and 
format for the collection of scientific data to be used for analysis of the performance of the sorting 
grids. The foregoing is without prejudice to each CPC carrying out its own experimental programs 
with sorting grids and presenting its results to the Director. 

24. Renew the program to require all purse-seine vessels to first retain on board and then land all bigeye, 
skipjack, and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human consumption for reasons 
other than size. A single exception shall be the final set of a trip, when there may be insufficient well 
space remaining to accommodate all the tuna caught in that set. 

25. The IATTC shall continue efforts to promote compatibility between the conservation and 
management measures adopted by the IATTC and WCPFC in their goals and effectiveness, especially 
in the overlap area, including by frequent consultations with the WCPFC, in order to maintain, and 
inform their respective members of, a thorough understanding of conservation and management 
measures directed at bigeye, yellowfin, and other tunas, and the scientific bases and effectiveness of 
those measures. 

26. In 2021 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the stock 
assessments and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, depending on 
the conclusions reached by the IATTC scientific staff, in consultation with the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, and based on such evaluation, the Commission shall take further actions including 
substantial extension of closure days for purse-seine vessels or equivalent measures, such as catch 
limits. 

27. At its meeting in 2021 the Commission shall consider, based on a recommendation from the Scientific 
Staff and the Scientific Advisory Committee, further actions to bring fishing mortality to appropriate 
levels including, but not limited to, reducing the number of active FADs. 

28. Except in cases of force majeure prescribed in paragraph 6, no exemptions will be allowed with regard 
to the closure periods notified to the Director in accordance with paragraph 5a, nor with regard to the 
fishing effort of the purse-seine fleets of the respective CPCs. 
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Appendix 3c 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING  
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 A-2 
 

SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED STATES 
DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR 

TROPICAL TUNAS IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021  
The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually, on the occasion of its 95th 
Meeting: 
Aware of its responsibility for the scientific study of the tunas and tuna-like species in its Convention Area 
and for formulating recommendations to its Members and Cooperating non-Members (CPCs) with regard 
to these resources;  
Recognizing that the potential production from the resource can be reduced if fishing effort is excessive;  
Concerned that the capacity of the purse-seine fleets fishing for tunas in the Convention Area continues to 
increase;  
Taking into account the best scientific information available, reflected in the IATTC staff’s 
recommendations, and the precautionary approach; and 
Recalling the need to take into account the special circumstances and requirements of the developing 
countries of the region, particularly the coastal countries, as recognized in the Antigua Convention, in 
particular in its Preamble and its Article XXIII, paragraph 1; 

Agrees: 
To apply in the Convention Area the conservation and management measures for tropical tuna set out 
below, and to request that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective CPC’s flag 
vessels relative to this commitment, and also report on such activities at each annual meeting of the 
Commission; 
1. These measures are applicable during 2021 to all CPCs’ purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 

4 to 6 (more than 182 metric tons carrying capacity), and to all their longline vessels over 24 meters 
length overall, that fish for yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas in the Convention Area. 

2. Pole-and-line, troll, and sportfishing vessels, and purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 1-3 
(182 metric tons carrying capacity or less) and longline vessels less than 24 meters length overall, are 
not subject to these measures, except those related to the management of FADs. 

MEASURES FOR PURSE-SEINE FLEETS 
3. All purse-seine vessels covered by these measures must stop fishing in the Convention Area for a period 

of 72 days. This closure shall be effected in one of two periods, as follows: from 00:00 hours on 29 
July to 24:00 hours on 8 October, or from 00:00 hours on 9 November to 24:00 hours on 19 January of 
the following year. 

4. The fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna by purse-seine vessels within the area of 96º and 
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110ºW and between 4°N and 3°S, known as the “corralito”, which is illustrated in Figure 1, shall be 
closed from 00:00 hours on 9 October to 24:00 hours on 8 November. 

 

Figure 1. Closure area 
5. a.  Each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July, the names of all the purse-seine vessels that  

      will observe each closure period. 
b. Every vessel that fishes, regardless of the flag under which it operates or whether it changes flag 

or the jurisdiction of the CPC under which it fishes during the year, must observe the closure period 
to which it was committed.  

6. a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs 5a and 5b, a request by a CPC, on behalf of any  
       of its vessels, for an exemption due to force majeure4 rendering said vessel unable to proceed to  
       sea outside said closure period during a period of at least 75 continuous days, shall be sent to the  
       Secretariat, at the latest one month after it happens. 
b. In addition to the request for an exemption, the CPC shall send the evidence necessary to 

demonstrate that the vessel did not proceed to sea and that the facts on which the request for 
exemption is based were due to force majeure. 

c. The Director shall immediately send the request and the evidence electronically to the other CPCs 
for their consideration, duly coded in order to maintain the anonymity of the name, flag and owner 
of the vessel.  

d. The request shall be considered accepted, unless an IATTC Member objects to it formally within 
15 calendar days of the receipt of said request, in which case the Director shall immediately notify 
all CPCs of the objection. 

e. If the request for exemption is accepted: 
i. the vessel shall observe a reduced closure period of 40 consecutive days in the same year during 

which the force majeure event occurred, in one of the two periods prescribed in paragraph 3, 
to be immediately notified to the Director by the CPC, or 

ii. in the event said vessel has already observed a closure period prescribed in paragraph 3 in the 
same year during which the force majeure event occurred, it shall observe a reduced closure 
period of 40 consecutive days the following year, in one of the two periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3, to be notified to the Director by the CPC no later than 15 July the following year.  

iii. vessels that benefit from the exemption must carry an observer aboard authorized pursuant to 

 
4 For the purposes of paragraph 6, only cases of vessels disabled in the course of fishing operations by mechanical 

and/or structural failure, fire or explosion, shall be considered force majeure  
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the AIDCP. 
This exemption applies to the vessels of fleets that observe either of the closure periods 
prescribed in paragraph 3. 

7. Each CPC shall, for purse-seine fisheries: 
a. Before the date of entry into force of the closure, take the legal and administrative measures 

necessary to implement the closure; 
b. Inform all interested parties in its tuna industry of the closure; 
c. Inform the Director that these steps have been taken;  
d. Ensure that at the time a closure period begins, and for the entire duration of that period, all the 

purse-seine vessels fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and/or skipjack tunas that are committed to 
observing that closure period and that fly its flag, or operate under its jurisdiction, in the Convention 
Area are in port, except that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may 
remain at sea, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. The only other exception to this 
provision shall be that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may leave 
port during the closure, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. 

MEASURES FOR THE FISHERY ON FISH-AGGREGATING DEVICES 
8. CPCs shall ensure that purse-seine vessels flying their flag have no more than the following number of 

fish-aggregating devices (FADs), as defined in Resolution C-19-01, active at any one time: 
Class 6 (1,200 m3 and greater):   450 FADs 
Class 6 (< 1,200 m3):    300 FADs 
Class 4-5:     120 FADs 
Class 1-3:     70 FADs 

9. A FAD shall be activated exclusively onboard a purse-seine vessel.  
10. For the purposes of this resolution, a FAD is considered active when it: 

a. is deployed at sea; and 
b. starts transmitting its location and is being tracked by the vessel, its owner, or operator. 

11. In order to support the monitoring of compliance with the limitation established in Paragraph 8, and the 
work of the IATTC scientific staff in analyzing the impact of FAD fisheries, while protecting business 
confidential data, CPCs shall report, or require their vessels to report, daily information on all active 
FADs to the Secretariat, in accordance with FAD Working Group Guidance on Reporting on FADs, 
with reports at monthly intervals submitted with a time delay of at least 60 days, but no longer than 90 
days. 

12. Each CPC shall ensure that: 
a. its purse-seine vessels do not deploy FADs during a period of 15 days prior to the start of the 

selected closure period; 
b. all its Class-6 purse-seine vessels recover within 15 days prior to the start of the closure period a 

number of FADs equal to the number of FADs set upon during that same period. 
13. The Scientific Advisory Committee and the Ad hoc Permanent Working Group on FADs shall review 

the progress and results of the implementation of the FAD provisions contained in this Resolution and 
make recommendations to the Commission, as appropriate. 

14. To reduce the entanglement of sharks, sea turtles or any other species, CPCs shall ensure that the design 
and deployment of FADs shall be based on the principles set out in paragraphs 1 and 2 of Annex II of 
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Resolution C-19-01. 
MEASURES FOR THE LONGLINE FISHERY 

15. China, Japan, Korea, United States, and Chinese Taipei undertake to ensure that the total annual catches 
of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels in the Convention Area during 2021 do not exceed 55,131 
metric tons, distributed at the following levels: 

Country Metric tons 
China 2,507 
Japan 32,372 
Korea 11,947 
Chinese Taipei 7,555 
United States 750 

16. All other CPCs undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels 
in the Convention Area do not exceed the greater of 500 metric tons or their respective catches of bigeye 
tuna in 20015,6. CPCs whose annual catches have exceeded 500 metric tons shall provide monthly catch 
reports to the Director. 

17. A CPC referenced in paragraph 15 may make a single transfer of a portion of its bigeye tuna catch limit 
to other CPCs that also have a bigeye tuna catch limit listed in paragraph 15, provided that the total 
transferred by any CPC does not exceed 30 percent of its catch limit. These transfers cannot be made 
to retroactively cover an overage of another CPC’s catch limit. Both CPCs involved in a transfer shall, 
separately or jointly, notify the Director 10 days in advance of the intended transfer. This notification 
shall specify the tonnage to be transferred. The Director shall promptly notify the Commission of the 
transfer.   

18. The CPC that receives the transfer shall be responsible for management for the transferred catch limit, 
including monitoring and monthly reporting of catch. A CPC that receives a one-time transfer of bigeye 
tuna catch limit shall not retransfer that catch limit to another CPC. The amount of bigeye transferred 
shall be considered without prejudice by the Commission for the purposes of establishing any future 
limits or allocations. 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
19. Landings and transshipments of tuna or tuna products that have been positively identified as originating 

from fishing activities that contravene these measures are prohibited. The Director is requested to 
provide relevant information to CPCs to assist them in this regard.  

20. Each CPC shall submit to the Director, by 15 July, a national report on its updated national compliance 
scheme and actions taken to implement these measures, including any controls it has imposed on its 
fleets and any monitoring, control, and compliance measures it has established to ensure compliance 
with such controls. 

21. In order to evaluate progress towards the objectives of these measures, the IATTC scientific staff will 
analyze the effects on the stocks of the implementation of these measures, and previous conservation 
and management measures, and will propose, if necessary, appropriate measures to be applied in future 

 
5 The Commission acknowledges that France, as a coastal State, is developing a tuna longline fleet on behalf of its 

overseas territories situated in the Convention Area. 
6 The Commission acknowledges that Peru, as a coastal State, will develop a tuna longline fleet, which will operate 

in strict compliance with the rules and provisions of the IATTC and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
Commission. 
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years. 
22. Subject to the availability of the necessary funding, the Director is requested to continue the 

experiments with sorting grids for juvenile tunas and other species of non-target fish in the purse-seine 
nets of vessels that fish on FADs and on unassociated schools, by developing an experimental protocol, 
including parameters for the materials to be used for the sorting grids, and the methods for their 
construction, installation, and deployment. The Director shall also specify the methods and format for 
the collection of scientific data to be used for analysis of the performance of the sorting grids. The 
foregoing is without prejudice to each CPC carrying out its own experimental programs with sorting 
grids and presenting its results to the Director. 

23. Renew the program to require all purse-seine vessels to first retain on board and then land all bigeye, 
skipjack, and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human consumption for reasons 
other than size. A single exception shall be the final set of a trip, when there may be insufficient well 
space remaining to accommodate all the tuna caught in that set. 

24. The IATTC shall continue efforts to promote compatibility between the conservation and management 
measures adopted by the IATTC and WCPFC in their goals and effectiveness, especially in the overlap 
area, including by frequent consultations with the WCPFC, in order to maintain, and inform their 
respective members of, a thorough understanding of conservation and management measures directed 
at bigeye, yellowfin, and other tunas, and the scientific bases and effectiveness of those measures. 

25. In 2021 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the stock 
assessments and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, depending on 
the conclusions reached by the IATTC scientific staff, in consultation with the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, and based on such evaluation, the Commission shall take further actions including 
substantial extension of closure days for purse-seine vessels or equivalent measures, at its meeting in 
2021. 

26. Except in cases of force majeure prescribed in paragraph 6, no exemptions will be allowed with regard 
to the closure periods notified to the Director in accordance with paragraph 5a, nor with regard to the 
fishing effort of the purse-seine fleets of the respective CPCs. 
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Appendix 3d 
 

AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING  
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 A-3 
 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
PROPOSAL ON CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR TROPICAL TUNAS IN 

THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM  

The European Union (EU) is proposing to extend the duration of Resolution C-17-01 for one year to allow 
the Scientific Staff to complete its current work on stock assessment methodology for tropical tunas and to 
develop further alternatives for the management of the stocks that could be discussed  at next year’s annual 
meeting since the format and timing of the 95th will very likely not allow for substantive discussions.  
At the same time, based on the precautionary approach, the EU is introducing a 20% reduction in the number 
of FADs to prevent a further increase of fishing mortality. This reduction is consistent with the analysis 
undertaken by the Scientific Staff (FAD-05-INF-A) on FAD deployment and active FADs showing that 
there is sufficient room of manoeuvre for a reduction in the number of active FADs by vessel as the mean 
number of daily active FADs (i.e. buoys) in class 6 vessels is 147, compared with the current limit of 450 
FADs. 
Furthermore, the current proposal follows-up on the recommendation from the Scientific Staff to facilitate 
further progress in the assessment of the FAD fishery and the monitoring of the applicable FAD provisions 
by including compulsory reporting obligations on high-resolution buoy data and VMS data. 
The current proposal also updates some provisions of Resolution C-17-01 that were outdated.   

CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR TROPICAL TUNAS IN THE 
EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered in Mexico City, Mexico, on the occasion 
of its 92nd Meeting: 
Aware of its responsibility for the scientific study of the tunas and tuna-like species in its Convention Area 
and for formulating recommendations to its Members and Cooperating non-Members (CPCs) with regard 
to these resources;  
Recognizing that the potential production from the resource can be reduced if fishing effort is excessive;  
Concerned that the capacity of the purse-seine fleets fishing for tunas in the Convention Area continues to 
increase;  
Taking into account the best scientific information available, reflected in the IATTC staff’s 
recommendations, and the precautionary approach; and 
Recalling the need to take into account the special circumstances and requirements of the developing 
countries of the region, particularly the coastal countries, as recognized in the Antigua Convention, in 
particular in its Preamble and its Article XXIII, paragraph 1; 
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Agrees: 
To apply in the Convention Area the conservation and management measures for tropical tuna set out 
below, and to request that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective CPC’s flag 
vessels relative to this commitment, and also report on such activities at each annual meeting of the 
Commission; 
1. These measures are applicable during 2021 to all CPCs’ purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 

4 to 6 (more than 182 metric tons carrying capacity), and to all their longline vessels over 24 meters 
length overall, that fish for yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack tunas in the Convention Area. 

2. Pole-and-line, troll, and sportfishing vessels, and purse-seine vessels of IATTC capacity classes 1-3 
(182 metric tons carrying capacity or less) and longline vessels less than 24 meters length overall, are 
not subject to these measures, except those related to the management of FADs. 

MEASURES FOR PURSE-SEINE FLEETS 
3. All purse-seine vessels covered by these measures must stop fishing in the Convention Area for a period 

of 72 days in each year covered by this resolution. These closures shall be effected in one of two periods, 
as follows: from 00:00 hours on 29 July to 24:00 hours on 8 October, or from 00:00 hours on 9 
November to 24:00 hours on 19 January of the following year. 

4. The fishery for yellowfin, bigeye, and skipjack tuna by purse-seine vessels within the area of 96º and 
110ºW and between 4°N and 3°S, known as the “corralito”, which is illustrated in Figure 1, shall be 
closed from 00:00 hours on 9 October to 24:00 hours on 8 November of each year. 

 

Figure 1. Closure area 
5. a.  For each one of the closure periods, each CPC shall notify the Director, by 15 July of each year,  

       the names of all the purse-seine vessels that will observe each closure period. 
b. Every vessel that fishes, regardless of the flag under which it operates or whether it changes flag 

or the jurisdiction of the CPC under which it fishes during the year, must observe the closure period 
to which it was committed.  

6. a.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraphs 5a and 5b, a request by a CPC, on behalf of any  
       of its vessels, for an exemption due to force majeure7 rendering said vessel unable to proceed to  
       sea outside said closure period during a period of at least 75 continuous days, shall be sent to the  
       Secretariat, at the latest one month after it happens. 
b. In addition to the request for an exemption, the CPC shall send the evidence necessary to 

 
7 For the purposes of paragraph 6, only cases of vessels disabled in the course of fishing operations by mechanical 

and/or structural failure, fire or explosion, shall be considered force majeure  
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demonstrate that the vessel did not proceed to sea and that the facts on which the request for 
exemption is based were due to force majeure. 

c. The Director shall immediately send the request and the evidence electronically to the other CPCs 
for their consideration, duly coded in order to maintain the anonymity of the name, flag and owner 
of the vessel.  

d. The request shall be considered accepted, unless an IATTC Member objects to it formally within 
15 calendar days of the receipt of said request, in which case the Director shall immediately notify 
all CPCs of the objection. 

e. If the request for exemption is accepted: 
iv. the vessel shall observe a reduced closure period of 40 consecutive days in the same year 

during which the force majeure event occurred, in one of the two periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3, to be immediately notified to the Director by the CPC, or 

v. in the event said vessel has already observed a closure period prescribed in paragraph 3 in the 
same year during which the force majeure event occurred, it shall observe a reduced closure 
period of 40 consecutive days the following year, in one of the two periods prescribed in 
paragraph 3, to be notified to the Director by the CPC no later than 15 July.  

vi. vessels that benefit from the exemption must carry an observer aboard authorized pursuant to 
the AIDCP. 

This exemption applies to the vessels of fleets that observe either of the closure periods prescribed 
in paragraph 3. 

7. Each CPC shall, for purse-seine fisheries: 
a. Before the date of entry into force of the closure, take the legal and administrative measures 

necessary to implement the closure; 
b. Inform all interested parties in its tuna industry of the closure; 
c. Inform the Director that these steps have been taken;  
d. Ensure that at the time a closure period begins, and for the entire duration of that period, all the 

purse-seine vessels fishing for yellowfin, bigeye, and/or skipjack tunas that are committed to 
observing that closure period and that fly its flag, or operate under its jurisdiction, in the Convention 
Area are in port, except that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may 
remain at sea, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. The only other exception to this 
provision shall be that vessels carrying an observer authorized pursuant to the AIDCP may leave 
port during the closure, provided they do not fish in the Convention Area. 

MEASURES FOR THE FISHERY ON FISH-AGGREGATING DEVICES 
8. CPCs shall ensure that purse-seine vessels flying their flag have no more than the following number of 

fish-aggregating devices (FADs), as defined in Resolution C-16-01, active at any one time: 
Class 6 (1,200 m3 and greater):   350 FADs 
Class 6 (< 1,200 m3):    234 FADs 
Class 4-5:     94 FADs 
Class 1-3:     55 FADs 

9. A FAD shall be activated exclusively onboard a purse-seine vessel.  
10. For the purposes of this resolution, a FAD is considered active when it: 

a. is deployed at sea; and 
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b. starts transmitting its location and is being tracked by the vessel, its owner, or operator. 
11. In order to support the monitoring of compliance with the limitation established in Paragraphs 8 to 10, 

and the work of the IATTC Scientific Staff in analyzing the impact of FAD fisheries, while protecting 
business confidential data, CPCs shall report, or require their vessels to report, daily information on all 
active FADs to the Secretariat. The information provided shall be identical in form and content to the 
raw buoy data provided by the buoy manufacturers to the original users (i.e. vessels and vessel 
administrators), as specified in the Annex of this Resolution. Reporting shall occur at monthly intervals 
and with a time delay no longer than 90 days. 

12. To monitor compliance with the procedures established in Paragraphs 8-10, CPCs shall report, or 
require their vessels to report, complete VMS data for all vessels required to carry VMS pursuant to 
Resolution C-14-02. The information reported to the Secretariat shall include, at a minimum, the 
information specified in Paragraphs 2(a) and 2(b) of that Resolution. Where the flag CPC requires more 
frequent polling rates, CPCs are encouraged to submit higher-frequency VMS data. Reporting shall 
occur at monthly intervals and with a time delay no longer than 90 days. Data collected pursuant to this 
paragraph shall be treated in accordance with Resolution C-15-07 on data confidentiality policy and 
procedures. 

13. Each CPC shall ensure that: 
a. its purse-seine vessels do not deploy FADs during a period of 15 days prior to the start of the 

selected closure period; 
b. all its Class-6 purse-seine vessels recover within 15 days prior to the start of the closure period a 

number of FADs equal to the number of FADs set upon during that same period. 
14. The Scientific Advisory Committee and the Ad hoc Permanent Working Group on FADs shall review 

the progress and results of the implementation of the FAD provisions contained in this Resolution and 
make recommendations to the Commission, as appropriate. 

15. To reduce the entanglement of sharks, sea turtles or any other species, as of 1 January 2019 CPCs shall 
ensure that the design and deployment of FADs shall be based on the principles set out in paragraphs 1 
and 2 of Annex II of Resolution C-19-01. 

MEASURES FOR THE LONGLINE FISHERY 
16. China, Japan, Korea, United States, and Chinese Taipei undertake to ensure that the total annual catches 

of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels in the Convention Area during 2021 do not exceed 55,131 
metric tons, distributed at the following levels: 

Metric tons 2021 
China 2,507 
Japan 32,372 
Korea 11,947 
Chinese Taipei 7,555 
United States 750 

17. All other CPCs undertake to ensure that the total annual catches of bigeye tuna by their longline vessels 
in the Convention Area during the years included in this resolution do not exceed the greater of 500 
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metric tons or their respective catches of bigeye tuna in 20018,9. CPCs whose annual catches have 
exceeded 500 metric tons shall provide monthly catch reports to the Director. 

18. A CPC referenced in paragraph 16 may make a single transfer of a portion of its bigeye tuna catch limit 
each year to other CPCs that also have a bigeye tuna catch limit listed in paragraph 16, provided that 
the total transferred by any CPC in a given year does not exceed 30 percent of its catch limit. These 
transfers cannot be made to retroactively cover an overage of another CPC’s catch limit. Both CPCs 
involved in a transfer shall, separately or jointly, notify the Director 10 days in advance of the intended 
transfer. This notification shall specify the tonnage to be transferred and the year in which the transfer 
will occur. The Director shall promptly notify the Commission of the transfer.  

19. The CPC that receives the transfer shall be responsible for management for the transferred catch limit, 
including monitoring and monthly reporting of catch. A CPC that receives a one-time transfer of bigeye 
tuna catch limit in a given year shall not retransfer that catch limit to another CPC. The amount of 
bigeye transferred in any one year shall be considered without prejudice by the Commission for the 
purposes of establishing any future limits or allocations. 

OTHER PROVISIONS 
20. Landings and transshipments of tuna or tuna products that have been positively identified as originating 

from fishing activities that contravene these measures are prohibited. The Director is requested to 
provide relevant information to CPCs to assist them in this regard.  

21. Each CPC shall submit to the Director, by 15 July of each year, a national report on its updated national 
compliance scheme and actions taken to implement these measures, including any controls it has 
imposed on its fleets and any monitoring, control, and compliance measures it has established to ensure 
compliance with such controls. 

22. In order to evaluate progress towards the objectives of these measures, in each year the IATTC scientific 
staff will analyze the effects on the stocks of the implementation of these measures, and previous 
conservation and management measures, and will propose, if necessary, appropriate measures to be 
applied in future years. 

23. Subject to the availability of the necessary funding, the Director is requested to continue the 
experiments with sorting grids for juvenile tunas and other species of non-target fish in the purse-seine 
nets of vessels that fish on FADs and on unassociated schools, by developing an experimental protocol, 
including parameters for the materials to be used for the sorting grids, and the methods for their 
construction, installation, and deployment. The Director shall also specify the methods and format for 
the collection of scientific data to be used for analysis of the performance of the sorting grids. The 
foregoing is without prejudice to each CPC carrying out its own experimental programs with sorting 
grids and presenting its results to the Director. 

24. Renew the program to require all purse-seine vessels to first retain on board and then land all bigeye, 
skipjack, and yellowfin tuna caught, except fish considered unfit for human consumption for reasons 
other than size. A single exception shall be the final set of a trip, when there may be insufficient well 
space remaining to accommodate all the tuna caught in that set. 

25. The IATTC shall continue efforts to promote compatibility between the conservation and management 

 
8 The Commission acknowledges that France, as a coastal State, is developing a tuna longline fleet on behalf of its 

overseas territories situated in the Convention Area. 
9 The Commission acknowledges that Peru, as a coastal State, will develop a tuna longline fleet, which will operate 

in strict compliance with the rules and provisions of the IATTC and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
Commission. 
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measures adopted by the IATTC and WCPFC in their goals and effectiveness, especially in the overlap 
area, including by frequent consultations with the WCPFC, in order to maintain, and inform their 
respective members of, a thorough understanding of conservation and management measures directed 
at bigeye, yellowfin, and other tunas, and the scientific bases and effectiveness of those measures. 

26. In 2021 the results of these measures shall be evaluated in the context of the results of the stock 
assessments and of changes in the level of active capacity in the purse-seine fleet and, depending on 
the conclusions reached by the IATTC scientific staff, in consultation with the Scientific Advisory 
Committee, and based on such evaluation, the Commission shall take further actions including 
substantial extension of closure days for purse-seine vessels or equivalent measures, such as catch 
limits. 

27. Except in cases of force majeure prescribed in paragraph 6, no exemptions will be allowed with regard 
to the closure periods notified to the Director in accordance with paragraph 5a, nor with regard to the 
fishing effort of the purse-seine fleets of the respective CPCs. 

Annex 
Format of the information to be requested to satellite buoy manufacturers 

 
a) Daily information on buoy location 

 
The following data fields should be included for all the buoys and positions recorded during the day, in 
fishing company-specific csv files: 

- date [dd-mm-yyyy], 
- time [hh.mm], 
- unique buoy identifier code [the format varies for each buoy manufacturer but is always an 

alphanumeric code], 
- IMO of the vessel associated to the buoy and receiving the information, 
- latitude [expressed as decimal degrees], 
- longitude [expressed as decimal degrees],  
- speed [knots]. 

 
Besides, whenever possible, the following information corresponding to each transmission will be included: 

- Water temperature. 
- Buoy in the water (only for those buoys with sensors that allow identifying buoys in the water) 
- Activation and deactivation dates. 
- Estate or transmission mode of the buoy (e.g. immediate information, retrieving, etc.) 

 
Data should be received in csv files named “X-YYYY-MM-ZZZZZZZ.csv” where X is the code of the 
buoy manufacturer (M, S, Z, for Marine Instruments, Satlink, and Zunibal, respectively), YYYY is the year, 
MM the month, and ZZZZZZZ the name of the fishing company.  
A single csv file will be prepared for company, year and month. 
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b) Information on acoustic records 
 
The following data fields should be included for all the buoys and acoustic records recorded during the day, 
in fishing company-specific csv files: 

- ZUNIBAL: company, unique buoy identifier code, date (date, time), type (position or sounder), 
latitude, longitude, speed, drift, total 

- SATLINK: Company, unique buoy identifier code, MD, date (date, time), latitude, longitude, bat, 
temp, speed, drift, layer1, layer2, layer3, layer4, layer5, layer6, layer7, layer8, layer9, layer10, sum, max, 
mag1, mag2, mag3, mag4, mag5, mag6, mag7, mag8. 

- MARINE INSTRUMENTS: company, unique buoy identifier code, TransmissionDate, 
TransmissionHour, lat, lon, mode, light, poll, temperature, vcc, SounderDate, gain, layers, layerbits, 
maxdepth, sd1, sd2, sd3, sd4, sd5, sd6, sd7, sd8, sd9, sd10, sd11, sd13, sd12, sd14, sd15, sd16, sd17, sd18, 
sd19, sd20, sd21, sd22, sd23, sd24, sd25, sd26, sd27, sd28, sd29, sd30, sd31, sd32, sd33, sd34, sd35, sd36, 
sd37, sd38, sd39, sd40, sd41, sd42, sd43, sd44, sd45, sd346, sd47, sd48, sd49, sd50. 
Data should be received in csv files named “X-YYYY-MM-ZZZZZZZ-Sounder.csv” where X is the code 
of the buoy manufacturer (M, S, Z, for Marine Instruments, Satlink, and Zunibal, respectively), YYYY is 
the year, MM the month, and ZZZZZZZ the name of the fishing company.  
A single csv file will be prepared for company, year and month. 
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Appendix 3e 
 

INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING  
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 A-4 
 

SUBMITTED BY ECUADOR 
PROPOSED RESOLUTION ON CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR 

TROPICAL TUNAS IN THE EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021 
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

Decision-making processes aimed at managing tropical tunas in the EPO have historically been based on 
the results of assessment models (IATTC-94-04). Although Stock Status Indicators (SSIs) have been an 
important complement to the description and visualization of the fishery and biological components of the 
stocks (Maunder and Deriso, 2007), they have not been definitive in the adoption and implementation of 
management measures.  
The IATTC scientific staff, as well as the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), has invested significant 
effort in the identification and development of the elements of a management procedure (MP) aimed at 
standardizing and reaching a preliminary agreement on a decision-making process that avoids ambiguities 
in the implementation of harvest strategies (C-16-02, C-17-02). The recent development of improved 
models for yellowfin and bigeye tuna was an important step toward strengthening the elements of the MP 
(SAC-11-06, SAC-11-07), making it possible to specify the levels of the stock (i.e., spawning biomass) and 
the fishing mortalities that the stock has experienced with respect to reference points (RP). 
Aware that pre-agreements are an efficient mechanism for the regulation of fisheries in the EPO, Ecuador 
considers that the arbitrary use of SSIs either to modify regulatory and management measures (e.g., number 
of days of closure) or to complement measures (e.g., set limits) undermines the objective of a MP, risking 
the impartiality of its implementation because of two reasons:  
First, the MSY-based reference framework (C-16-02) is categorical about the actions to be implemented 
when fishing mortality exceeds the RPs and puts the stock at risk. The use of SSIs as an argument to 
interpret fishing mortality (its levels and trends) allows for second definitions of management measures, 
leading to errors in the implementation of management measures based on the results of assessment models. 
In fact, when complementary management measures are adopted, such as limits on the number of sets, their 
impact on the mitigation of fishing mortality cannot be measured until they have been implemented. This 
is contradictory to the objective of a MP, which seeks to direct measures based on a reference framework 
such as that provided by the new reference models. 
The new assessment models were developed by the scientific staff in order to improve stock estimates, thus 
reducing uncertainty in the decision-making process on management measures. Therefore, the question 
arises as to why use SSIs as a substitute for fishing mortalities, when the reference models themselves were 
designed to provide these quantities and apply them through the management procedure. 
Second, the management measures implemented by the IATTC have been based on valid or proven tools 
regarding their use in decision-making processes (e.g., the new improved assessment models and their 
performance validated by expert reviews and recommendations for improvement). However, the framework 
for the use of SSIs, as proposed by the IATTC staff (SAC-11-15), is temporary in nature as it lacks a 
validation scheme. The IATTC staff recognizes that prior to selecting SSIs for some management measures, 
it should be taken into account how these indicators will be used to provide advice (SAC-05-11c), noting 



IATTC-95 – Minutes – 30 Nov-04 Dec 2020    54 
 

that these indicators should be considered as complementary information to the decision-making process 
(SAC-11-05). 
 
Maunder, M. N., & Deriso, R. (2007). Using indicators of stock status when traditional reference points are not available: evaluation 
and application to skipjack tuna in the eastern Pacific Ocean." Inter-Amer. Trop. Tuna Comm., Stock Assessment Report 8: 229-
248. 

CONSERVATION MEASURES FOR TROPICAL TUNAS IN THE 
EASTERN PACIFIC OCEAN DURING 2021  

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), gathered virtually on its 95th Meeting:  

Taking into account the best scientific information available on the status of the bigeye, yellowfin and 
skipjack stocks;  

Committed to the long-term conservation and sustainable exploitation of fisheries in the eastern Pacific 
Ocean (EPO);  

Recognizing that the new reference models for yellowfin and bigeye tuna do not provide evidence of 
overexploitation and/or overfishing in the EPO, and their results are considered reliable for management 
advice; 

Supporting the SAC-11 recommendation that the provisions in Resolution C-17-02 in force until 2020 be 
maintained for 2021; 

Considering that the COVID-19 health emergency has prevented a presential discussion on the possibility 
of potential management measures to complement C-17-02; 

Taking into account that a three-year conservation measure requires an adoption process that is difficult to 
carry out virtually; 

Considering that it is necessary to have a better understanding of how Stock Status Indicators (SSIs) will 
be used to provide scientific advice, and 

Noting that the IATTC scientific staff will implement a Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) as a 
mechanism to evaluate the performance of potential conservation measures; 

Reviews and adopts the following conservation measure for tropical tunas: 
To apply in the Convention Area the conservation and management measures for tropical tuna established 
below, and to request that the staff of the IATTC monitor the fishing activities of the respective CPC’s flag 
vessels relative to this commitment, and also report on such activities at each annual meeting of the 
Commission; 

MEASURES FOR PURSE-SEINE FLEETS  
1. Maintain in full the management measures contained in Resolution C-17-02 for them to be applied during 
2021. 

2. Validate the Stock Status Indicators (SSIs) to integrate them into the harvest control rules (RCC, C-16-
02) for the management of tropical tunas.  

3. Review Resolution C-16-02 in order to specify the management actions associated with the Reference 
Points (RP) derived from the new assessment models. 
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Appendix 3f 
 

AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION 

95TH MEETING  
(By videoconference) 

30 November-4 December 2020 
 

PROPOSAL IATTC-95 C-1A 
 

SUBMITTED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION 
EU PROPOSAL TO AMEND RESOLUTION C-19-08 ON SCIENTIFIC 

OBSERVERS FOR LONGLINE VESSELS REV 1 
RESOLUTION ON SCIENTIFIC OBSERVERS FOR LONGLINE VESSELS 

The Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), on the occasion of its 94th (Bilbao, Spain) and 
95th Meetings (virtual); 

 Recognizing the need to collect scientific information on target species as well as comprehensive data on 
interactions with non-target species, in particular, sea turtles, sharks and seabirds; 

Noting the need to ensure uniform and equitable treatment of all tuna-fishing vessels operating in the 
Convention Area; 

Noting that all large purse-seine vessels operating in the Convention Area are required to carry scientific 
observers aboard, in accordance with the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program, 
and that the Commission has recommended the extension of observer coverage to smaller purse-seine 
vessels on a voluntary basis; 

Taking into account that IATTC scientific staff and the IATTC Working Group on Bycatch have 
reiteratedly recommended at least 20% observer coverage on longline vessels fishing for tunas in the 
Convention Area, and that the Working Group on Bycatch suggested that human observer coverage could 
be supplemented by electronic monitoring systems (EMS) in order to achieve that goal;  

Noting that the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC), at its 10th meeting in May 2019, determined that the 
appropriate measure of longline fishing effort for calculating observer coverage is “number of hooks” and 

Acknowledging the progress the IATTC Scientific Staff made in 2020 towards developing minimum 
standards for EMS of longline fisheries and the opportunities offered by the potential applicability of EMS 
to smaller purse-seiner vessels that currently are not required to carry scientific observers aboard. 

Agrees that: 

For the purposes of this Resolution, longline fishing effort is defined as the number of effective days of 
fishing10 or hooks deployed.   

The main task of the scientific observers and/or EMS shall be to record, consistent with data standards 
established by the SAC, any available biological information, the catches of targeted fish species, 
species composition, and any available biological information, as well as any interactions with non-
target species such as sea turtles, seabirds and sharks. 

Each Member and Cooperating Non-Member (CPC) shall ensure that at least 5% of the fishing effort made 
by its longline fishing vessels greater than 20 meters length overall carries a scientific observer.   

 
10 As defined by SAC-03 in 2012 
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Each CPC shall endeavor to ensure that observer coverage is representative of the activities of its fleet, 
including in terms of gear configuration, target species and fishing areas.   

CPCs shall:  
a. Ensure that the minimum level of coverage is met;  
b. Take all necessary measures to ensure that observers are able to carry out their duties in a competent 

and safe manner;  
c. Endeavor to ensure that observers alternate vessels between their assignments;  
d. Ensure that the vessel on which an observer is placed provide suitable food and lodging during the 

observer's deployment at the same level as the officers, where possible. Vessel masters shall ensure 
that all necessary cooperation is extended to observers in order for them to carry out their duties 
safely, including providing access, as required, to the retained catch, and catch which is intended 
to be discarded.  

The reporting requirements established by the SAC pursuant to resolution C-11-08 can be found in Annex 
A. The SAC may decide to modify these reporting requirements or establish new ones whenever 
deemed necessary and shall notify the Commission as appropriate for endorsement at the subsequent 
annual meeting of the IATTC. 

CPCs shall submit operational data collected by observers from the previous year, consistent with the 
Minimum Data Reporting Standards (Annex B), to the Director no later than June 30 of each year. 

Unless otherwise specified by the SAC, CPCs shall submit other reporting under this Resolution by 31 
March of each year. 

In the first quarter of 2021, the IATTC Scientific Staff will organise, in consultation with CPCs, a workshop 
on electronic monitoring to discuss objectives, scope, minimum standards and structure of the EMS 
program with the aim to present the results of the workshop at the 12th meeting of the SAC in 2021. 

The SAC, in consultation with the IATTC Scientific Staff, shall present to the Commission 
recommendations on standards on electronic monitoring for its consideration at its annual meeting in 
2021. 

 

 

Annex A: Annual Summary Reporting (established by SAC-10) 

Annex B: Minimum Data Reporting Standards (2 options, established by SAC-08) 

 Option 1 (harmonized with WCPFC) 

 Option 2 (IATTC-developed longline observer forms)  
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Annex A. 
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Annex B, Option 1. 

Data field Description/Instructions/Comments 
GENERAL VESSEL AND TRIP INFORMATION 
VESSEL IDENTIFICATION 
Name of vessel Name, including all numbers or other characters 
Flag Registration Number The number issued to the vessel by the authorities of its flag State. 
International Radio Call Sign If issued. 
Vessel Owner/Company Name (individual or company) and contact information, if available, 

of the vessel owner. 
International Maritime Organization 
‘IMO’ or Lloyd’s Register number 
‘LR” 

If issued. 

VESSEL TRIP INFORMATION 
Date and time of departure from 
port 

The date and time the vessel leaves port to start its fishing trip. 

Port of departure Include both the port name and country. 
Date and time of return to port The day and time the vessel returns to a port at the completion of its 

trip. 
Port of return Include both the port name and country. 
OBSERVER INFORMATION 
Observer name Full name. 
Observer provider Name of the organization or agency that employs the observer and 

has placed him on the vessel. 
Date, time and location of 
embarkation 

The date, time, and location where the observer boards the vessel 
to start his trip. 

Date, time and location of 
disembarkation 

The date, time, and location where the observer leaves the vessel 
and concludes his observer duties. 

CREW INFORMATION 
Name of captain Full name. 
Name of fishing master Full name. 
Total number of crew Total number of people aboard the vessel, excluding the observer 
VESSEL CHARACTERISTICS 
Note: These characteristics only need to be noted if what is observed differs from specifications reflected on the 
IATTC vessel register. 
Vessel fish hold capacity The total combined capacity, in metric tons (MT), of the vessel 

freezers, wells, and any other areas that can be used to store catch. 
Freezer type Some vessels may have more than one type of freezer. List all types 

present. 
Length Over All (specify unit) The “LOA” can typically be found in the vessel plans or other 

documents. 
Tonnage (specify unit) The vessel tonnage, as recorded in the vessel’s registration 

documents; may be expressed as Gross Tonnage (GT) or Gross 
Register Tonnage (GRT). 

Engine power (specify unit) The engine power is typically listed in the vessel plans. 
VESSEL ELECTRONICS 
Indicate “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. If more than one of type is present, indicate the total number present 
Radars “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
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Depth Sounder “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Global Positioning System (GPS) “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Track Plotter “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
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Data field Description/Instructions/Comments 
Weather Facsimile “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Sea Surface Temperature (SST) 
gauge 

“Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 

Sonar “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Radio/ Satellite Buoys “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Doppler Current Meter “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 
Expendable Bathythermograph 
(XBT) 

“Yes” if present, “No” if absent. 

Satellite Communications Services 
(Phone/Fax/Email) 

Indicate all the vessel Satellite numbers if the vessel has Satellite 
communications on board 

Fishery information services “Yes” if present, “No” if absent. Please also list the information 
service used. 

Vessel Monitoring System Indicate the type(s) of VMS used on the vessel (e.g. INMARSAT, 
ARGOS, etc.) 

Refrigeration Method List all refrigerator types used on the vessel. 
GENERAL GEAR CHARACTERISTICS 
Mainline material List the of the mainline used by the vessel (e.g. Kuralon, Braided 

nylon, Monofilament Nylon, etc.). 
Mainline length (specify unit) The total length of the mainline when it is fully set 
Mainline diameter (specify unit)  

Branch line material(s) A branch line can consist of one type of material like monofilament 
or it can be made up of many different materials like braided nylon 
wire trace and mono filament, etc. If different types are used in 
different branch line positions, please describe. 

SPECIAL GEAR CHARACTERISTICS 
Wire trace At the trip level indicate “Yes” or “No” -if the vessel uses wire traces 

on some or all of its lines. If wire traces used on all lines during the 
trip then record "ALL LINES." If the vessel used wire traces on certain 
branch line positions during the trip, describe the configuration. For 
example, “wire traces were used on first and tenth branch lines of 
each basket”. If the proportion of leaders that are wire varies within 
a trip, record the average based on a sample 
of ten total baskets from a range of sets. 

Mainline hauler Does the vessel use an instrument to haul in the main line after it is 
set or is the line hauled by hand? 

Branch line hauler Does the vessel use a special hauler to coil branch lines? 
Line shooter Does the vessel use a line shooter? 
Automatic bait thrower Does the vessel use a bait thrower or are bait and branch lines 

thrown overboard manually? 
Automatic branch line attached Does the vessel have an automatic branch line mechanism that 

attaches the branch at regular intervals or is this done manually? 
Hook type For each set, record the type of hook or hooks used, using the codes 

in the hook catalogue (e.g. J hooks, circle hooks, offset circle hooks, 
etc.) 

Hook size For each set, record the size of the hooks used. If not sure, ask the 
bosun or refer to a hook catalogue. 
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Tori Lines For each set, record whether the vessel uses Tori lines when setting; 
if yes, how many and their length. 

side setting with bird curtain and 
weighted branch lines 

For each set, record whether the vessel used side-setting with a bird 
curtain in combination with weighted branch lines. 
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Data field Description/Instructions/Comments 
Weighted branch lines- For each trip where weighted branch lines are used, record the 

mass of the weight attached to the branch line. If more than one 
type of weighting is used during a trip, describe each type and 
indicate the proportion based on a sample of ten baskets from a 
range of different sets. 

Shark lines For each set, record the number of shark lines (branch lines running 
directly off the longline floats or drop lines) observed. Where 
possible, record the length of this line for each set. 

Blue dyed bait For each set, record whether the vessel used blue-dyed bait. 
Distance between weight and hook 
(in meters) 

For each set, record the distance in meters from where the bottom 
of the weight is attached on the branch line to the eye of the hook. 

Deep setting line shooter For each set, record whether the vessel used a deep setting line 
shooter. 

Management of offal discharge For each set, record whether the vessel used the management of 
offal discharge. 

Date and time of start of set For each set, record the date and time the first buoy is thrown into 
the water to start the setting of the line. 

Latitude and Longitude of start of 
set 

For each set, record the GPS reading at the time the first buoy is 
thrown into the water 

Date and Time of end of set For each set, record the date and time the last buoy (usually has 
radio beacon attached) at the end of the mainline is thrown into the 
water 

Latitude and Longitude of end of set For each set, record the GPS reading at the time the last buoy is 
thrown into the water 

Total number of baskets or floats For each set, record the number of baskets utilized. A basket is the 
sum of all the hooks set between two buoys on a longline; usually it 
is the same as the number of floats set minus one. 

Number of hooks per basket 
(number of hooks between buoys) 

For each set, record how many hooks set from one buoy to another, 
the number is usually constant along the line, but can vary in some 
cases, also if the vessel also sets a branch line on the buoy, count 
this as a hook between floats as well. 

Total number of hooks used For each set, record how many hooks were used. This is typically 
calculated by multiplying number of baskets by the number of hooks 
per basket. 

Line shooter speed For each set where the vessel uses a line shooter, record the 
shooter speed. The shooter will normally have an indicator to show 
its running speed, as well as a sound indicator or light, 
that beeps at a regular interval, when it is time to attach a branch 
line. 

Length of float-line For each trip, record length of the line that is attached to the floats, 
get a coil and measure the length. It usually remains the same 
throughout the trip. 

Distance between branch-lines For each set, record the distance between branch line attachments 
to the mainline. This can be determined easily if vessel has a line 
shooter with electronic attachment indicator. 

Length of branch-lines For each set, measure the length of a sample of the majority of 
branch lines used, some may vary slightly due to repairs. 
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Time-depth recorders (TDRs) Does the vessel use TDRs on its line? If yes record the number of 
TDRs used it may use and their location along the mainline.? 

Number of light-sticks For each set, indicate whether the vessel uses light sticks on its 
line, record the number used, and where possible, information on 
the location (e.g. “used on first and tenth branch lines from the 
float”). 

Target species What species does the vessel target? Tuna (BET YFT), Swordfish, 
Sharks, etc. 

Bait Species For each set, record the bait species used Pilchard, Sardine, Squid, 
artificial bait, etc. 

Date and time of start of haul For each set, record the date and time the first buoy of the mainline 
is hauled from the water to start the haul. 

Date and time of end of haul For each set, record the date and time the last buoy of the mainline 
is hauled from the water to end the haul. 

Total number of baskets, floats 
monitored by observer in a single 
set 

For each set, record how many floats or baskets were monitored by 
the observer? 

INFORMATION ON CATCH FOR EACH SET 
Hook number (location between 
floats) 

For each individual capture, record the hook number that the 
animal is caught on, counting from the last float hauled on board. 

Species Use FAO species code. 
Length of fish Measure length of specimen, using the recommended 

measurement approach for the species. 
Length measurement code Reflect the type of length measurement taken using the appropriate 

measurement code. For example, all tunas are measured from the 
end of the upper Jaw to fork of the tail, measurement code UF. 

Sex Sex the species if possible. If an unsuccessful attempt is made to sex 
the individual, record “I” for indeterminate. If no attempt to sex the 
individual is made, record “U” for unknown. 

Condition when caught For bycatch species (e.g. sharks, sea turtles, seabird, marine 
mammals, etc.) also reflect hooking location [i.e. hooked in mouth, 
hooked deeply (throat/ stomach), and hooked externally]. 

Fate Record the ultimate disposition of the capture using the appropriate 
code (e.g. retained, discarded, etc.) 

Condition when released If released, record the animal’s status when returned to the sea. 
Tag recovery information Record as much as information as possible on any tags recovered 
SPECIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
Sea turtles, marine mammals, sea birds, and sharks 
GENERAL INFORMATION  

Type of interaction Indicate the type of interaction (e.g. entangled, hooked internally, 
hooked externally, interaction with vessel only, etc.). 

Date and time of interaction Record ships date and time of interaction 
Latitude and longitude of 
interaction 

Record position of the interaction. 

Species code of sea turtle, marine 
mammal, or seabird. 

Use FAO codes for Species. 

LANDED ON DECK  

Length Measure length, in centimeters. 
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Length measurement code Measure using the measure method determined for that species. 
Sex Sex the animal if possible. 
Estimated fin weight (for sharks) Weigh the fins separately if shark has been finned by crew. If no 

scales, estimate the weight. 
Estimated carcass weight (for 
sharks) 

Weigh the carcass of a finned shark. If no scales available, carcass is 
discarded, or if it is too large to handle, estimate the weight. 

Condition when landed on Deck Record the animal’s condition when landed on deck, using 
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Data field Description/Instructions/Comments 
 appropriate code. 
Condition when released If released, record the animal’s condition at the time of release, 

using appropriate code. 
Tag recovery information Record as much as information as possible on any tags recovered 
Tag release information Record as much as information as possible on any tags placed on the 

species before release. 
 
Annex B, Option 2. 
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Attachment 4a 

 
Statement of the Plurinational State of Bolivia before the 95th meeting of the Inter-American 

Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), held by videoconference, 30 November – 4 December 
2020  

 

The Plurinational State of Bolivia, participating in the 95th Meeting of the Commission in its capacity 
as a Cooperating Non-Member, hereby declares: 

The last thirteen and a half months have been some of the most unique times that Bolivia has 
experienced: The State has gone from a situation of serious political instability, in October 2019, to a 
regularization of its civic and democratic life, at the beginning of last month, with a transition period 
under an interim government.  In the midst of this period, a pandemic hit the Bolivian people and 
tested, once again, its determination and resilience. Despite such adversities, the rule of law has 
prevailed.  Bolivia is optimistic about the near future. 

In this moment of hope, where good will and the spirit of cooperation have made it possible to hold 
an unprecedented meeting of the Commission in both substance and form, the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia considers it appropriate to respectfully remind Members of its claim for five thousand eight 
hundred and thirty cubic meters (5,830 m3) of well volume, which it has consistently, permanently 
and uninterruptedly maintained since 2004. 

Furthermore, it reiterates its willingness to accept a provisional compromise solution, which consists 
in the activation of two thousand four hundred and thirty-nine cubic meters (2,439 m3), authorizing 
new well volume. This would allow Bolivia to define a real window of opportunity to register a 
national tuna purse-seine vessel, while leaving the rest of the claims pending. It would also make it 
easier for the Commission to move toward an arrangement that does not greatly aggravate capacity 
management measures, while correcting an unfortunate and unfair situation, based on equity and on 
a clear precedent that made it possible, in 2017, to find an acceptable solution for the sister Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela. 

Finally, it reiterates its 2019 request for an additional five thousand cubic meters (5,000 m3) of well 
volume, as a new capacity request, requesting that it be considered alongside requests made by other 
CPCs and that it be taken into account. 

Bolivia invokes its prolonged and permanent interest in the tuna fisheries of the eastern Pacific 
Ocean, as well as the subjective rights it is entitled to as a landlocked State under international law. 
It wishes to emphasize, in particular, the rights that refer to an equitable access to living marine 
resources, which allows it to tend to its economic, social and human development, thus exercising its 
inalienable maritime vocation.  

Nuestra Señora de La Paz, Plurinational State of Bolivia, on 4 December 2020.  
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