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The 14™ Meeting of the Permanent Working Group on Tuna Tracking was held in Del Mar, California
(USA), on 8 October 2003. The attendees are listed in Appendix 1.

1. Opening of the meeting

The meeting was opened by Ms. Pat Donley, of the United States, the Chair of the Working Group.
2. Adoption of the agenda

The provisional agenda was adopted as presented. At the request of the United States, the Working
Group agreed to discuss under Item 8, Other business, possible actions that could be taken in support of
measures adopted under IATTC Resolution C-03-12 on the conservation of tuna in the eastern Pacific
Ocean.

The Working Group approved the minutes of its 13™ meeting, prepared and circulated by the Secretariat.

3. National Tuna Tracking Plans

a. Status of national plans

The Secretariat presented its updated review of national tuna tracking and verification plans (Document
TT-14-03). Dr. Robin Allen, Director of the IATTC, explained the results of the reviews carried out since
the previous meeting of the Working Group.

The Working Group agreed that the plan submitted by Ecuador is consistent with the latest version of the
AIDCP Tuna Tracking and Verification System.

The Secretariat reported that it had very recently received a plan from Venezuela, but that there was
insufficient time before this meeting to translate and analyze it. It was suggested that the consistency of
the plan could be considered at the next meeting of the Working Group, or perhaps through
correspondence.

b. Presentation by El Salvador

El Salvador made a brief presentation about its national tuna tracking plan, and answered the questions
asked by various members. It was agreed that Colombia would present its plan at the next meeting of the
Working Group.

4. Review of the implementation of the dolphin safe certification system

Dr. Allen presented Document TT-14-04, which updates the information presented during the last
meeting of the Working Group and presents information on the comparisons of dolphin safe certificates
and their corresponding Tuna Tracking Forms (TTFs).

The document presents the criteria to be followed for issuing AIDCP dolphin safe certificates and the
guidelines followed by the Secretariat in case of an inquiry regarding the authenticity of dolphin safe
certificates, which has not occurred to date.

The document indicates that, as of 16 September, the Secretariat had received 161 AIDCP dolphin safe
certificates, 11 of which were considered invalid for various reasons.

Following the Secretariat’s presentation, it was announced that when the new dolphin safe certification
forms, agreed at the last meeting of the working group, are ready for distribution, they will be mailed to
each participant, and the participants will then return all unused copies of the obsolete forms to the
Secretariat.

The Working Group discussed the need for some sort of standard auditing program for the Certification
System, consisting of procedures, protocols, and possible sanctions to be used to enhance confidence in
the integrity of the system. The United States agreed to prepare a resolution on this matter for
consideration of the Working Group at its next meeting.
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The Ocean Conservancy recalled the previous agreement that the Secretariat should notify a government
of any discrepancy between the amount of tuna recorded on a certificate and the corresponding TTF, and
suggested that Parties be notified if such discrepancies are not resolved within 60 days. This proposal
was agreed by the meeting.

The Secretariat was asked to provide tables as well as graphs in future reports of the difference between
dolphin safe tuna recorded on TTFs and on corresponding certificates.

The Secretariat presented tables showing, for each Party, the number of original TTFs received by the
Secretariat (Appendix 2). Several countries have reached the 100 per cent level, and most others have
improved compliance from the last report. The Secretariat provided copies of the presentation, and will
do so prior to its presentation at the next meeting.

It was pointed out that in many cases flag vessels of one country unload in ports of other countries, thus
underlining the importance of the representatives of the various national tracking systems being able to
communicate with each other. Bolivia was urged to notify the Secretariat of the name and contact
information for its designated representative to be added to the list of contacts and distributed to all the
Parties.

5. Amendments addressing transfer of fish from unobserved vessels

In accordance with the instructions of the previous meeting of the Working Group, the Secretariat
presented Document TT-14-05, on the necessary amendments regarding the transfer of tuna from vessels
without an observer. The Secretariat proposed amending the Tuna Tracking and Verification System,
inserting a new paragraph after the current paragraph 4.5, and after some discussion the following
amendment was agreed by the Working Group:

“6. Tuna caught by a fishing vessel without an observer aboard, and transferred at sea to another
fishing vessel, shall be designated as non-dolphin safe on the TTF.”

The Working Group agreed to forward this proposal to the IRP for approval.

6. Conversion of whole fish weights to processed tuna weights

Document TT-14-06, presented by the Secretariat, refers to the discussion that took place during the 13"
meeting of the Working Group regarding the importance of being able to compare the weights of
processed tuna recorded on dolphin safe certificates with the weights of whole fish on the corresponding
Tuna Tracking Forms. In this regard, as a first step the Secretariat had written to the participating
governments, asking them to obtain the relevant information from their respective industries and send the
responses to the Secretariat. Once received, the information will be analyzed, summarized and organized
in a manner which will allow some conclusions to be reached on the conversion factors. The Secretariat
informed the Working Group that it had not received any responses to its memorandum to the
governments on this matter.

A discussion of several possible ways to arrive at useable conversions from product to landed weights
ensued. The participants were asked to put their ideas into writing and submit them to the Secretariat
within the next two weeks. Any information received could be considered at the next appropriate meeting.

7. Recommendations for the IRP

The Working Group recommended that the IRP approve the amendment of the System for Tracking and
Verifying Tuna (see item 5).

It was also agreed to recommend that the IRP approve, pursuant to the discussion under agenda item 4,
that the Parties be notified when a discrepancy regarding the amount of tuna on a dolphin safe certificate
and the corresponding TTF has not been resolved within 60 days,.
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8. Other business

In accordance with the request of the United States, the Working Group discussed whether the AIDCP
could support the conservation measures adopted by the IATTC by prohibiting the issue of dolphin safe
certificates for tuna caught in contravention of such measures. The European Union supported this
proposal; several other delegations, while not opposing it, expressed the view that this idea needed more
analysis. The United States undertook to work with the Secretariat on a proposal for consideration at the
meeting of the IRP or the Parties to the AIDCP.

9. Date and place of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Working Group would be held immediately prior to the next
meeting of the IRP, scheduled to take place in La Jolla in February 2004.

10. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned on 8 October 2003.
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Appendix 2. ]
RSA ORIGINALES RECIBIDOS' POR LA SECRETARIA

ORIGINAL TTFS RECEIVED' BY THE SECRETARIAT

Pabellon Aut. Nal. Pabellon Aut. Nal.
Flag Nat. Auth.  Orig. Rec. Flag Nat. Auth.  Orig. Rec.
BOL 207 PAN 33
BOL? 1 1 5% COL 8 3 9%
COL 8 6  30% CRI 14 14 43%
ECU 11 11 55% ECU 6 6 18%
Ninguna - None 2 10% PAN 5 4 12%
COL 13 Ninguna - None 6 18%
COL 6 4  31% PER 5
ECU 7 7 54% CRI 3 3 60%
Ninguna - None 2 15% ECU 2 2 40%
ECU 155 Ninguna - None 0 0%
ECU 152 149 96% SLV 12
PER 6 5 3% ECU 5 5 42%
Ninguna - None 1 1% SLV 7 7 58%
EUR 15 Ninguna - None 0 0%
ECU 9 9  60% USA 7
UE-EU 6 6  40% ECU 3 3 43%
Ninguna - None 0 0% USA 4 4 57%
GTM 9 Ninguna - None 0 0%
CRI 1 1 11% VEN 84
ECU 2 2 22% coL 27 22 26%
GTM 6 6  67% CRI 16 15 18%
Ninguna - None 0 0% ECU 6 6 7%
HND 10 PAN 1 1 1%
ECU 8 8  80% SLV 3 1 1%
PAN 2 1 10% VEN 31 26 31%
Ninguna - None 1 10% Ninguna - None 13 16%
MEX 156 VUT 21
CRI 2 2 1% COL 1 1 5%
MEX 154 131 84% ECU 20 20 95%
Ninguna - None 23  15% Ninguna - None 0 0%
Total 540 492 91%

1 Al 8 de octubre de 2003 — As of October 8, 2003

2 Viajes en 2003, zarpando a partir del 1 de enero y con arribo al 15 de septiembre — Trips in 2003, departing from
January 1 and arriving on or before September 15

3 Original recibido de oficina regional de la CIAT — Original received from IATTC field office
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Originales del RSA recibidos® por la Secretaria para viajes en 2003 — TTFs originals received by the
Secretariat' for 2003 trips

Auto.rldad Viaj es?
nacional
National .
authority Trips4 Orig. Rec.
BOL 1 13 (100%)
COL 50 36 (72%)
CRI 36 35 (97%)
ECU 228 228 (100%)
EUR 6 6 (100%)
GTM 6 6 (100%)

® Al 8 de octubre de 2003 — As of October 8, 2003

4 Zarpando a partir del 1 de enero y con arribo al 15 de septiembre — Departing from January 1 and arriving on or

before September 15

Autoridad . .
. Viajes
nacional
National Trios
authority P Orig. Rec.
MEX 154 131 (85%)
PAN 8 6 (75%)
PER 6 5 (83%)
SLV 10 8 (80%)
USA 4 4 (100%)
VEN 31 26 (84%)
Total 540 492 (91%)

3 Original recibido de oficina regional de la CIAT — Original received from IATTC field office
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