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INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

WORKING GROUP TO PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE THE 
AIDCP DOLPHIN SAFE TUNA CERTIFICATION SYSTEM 

17TH MEETING 

La Jolla, California (USA) 
22 October 2012 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

AGENDA  

1. Opening of the meeting 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Approval of the minutes of the 16th meeting 
4. Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna  
5. Other business 
6. Date and place of next meeting 
7. Adjournment 

APPENDICES 
1.  List of attendees 
2.  Pamphlet on the AIDCP dolphin-safe label 
3.  Draft resolution: “Ecosystem friendly” label 

1. Opening of the meeting 

The meeting was opened by Dr. Guillermo Compeán, Director of the IATTC, who requested nominations 
for a Chair for the meeting.  Mr. Bernal Chavarría, of Costa Rica, was elected.  

The attendees are listed in Appendix 1.  

2. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda was adopted without modifications.  

3. Approval of the minutes of the 16th meeting 

The minutes of the 16th meeting of the Working Group were approved without changes. 

4. Actions to promote AIDCP dolphin safe tuna  

The Chairman read a letter sent to him by the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission of Mexico, 
announcing the contribution of 315.000 pesos (approximately US$ 24,000) to support AIDCP dolphin-
safe promotion activities. 

Mexico stated that the aim of this contribution is to provide seed capital to facilitate the promotion and 
dissemination of the dolphin-safe certification system. He suggested that contributions be made by other 



DSP-17 Minutes – Oct 2012 2 

countries, the industry, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). They would await specific 
proposals by the Secretariat regarding its utilization. 

He also distributed an updated brochure entitled "AIDCP dolphin safe label" (Appendix 2), which would 
be used in December at a promotional event in Mexico.  He requested comments on the brochure, with a 
view to improving it. 

Colombia expressed thanks for Mexico’s contribution, and asked that the Secretariat inform the FAO of 
the progress fo the AIDCP so that that organization might create a link for publicizing the achievements 
of the Agreement on its website, and that the Secretariat prepare a report on the progress of the AIDCP to 
be reviewed by the Parties and sent to the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI). 

Costa Rica noted that it would also be interesting to publicize the AIDCP at international fish fairs, which 
was supported by Venezuela, who requested that the contents of the brochure be also available in Spanish. 
The United States indicated its intention to review the brochure and give feedback to improve it. 

Based on its discussions, the working group made the following recommendations to the International 
Review Panel: 

a) Ask FAO include a link on its website to include information of the AIDCP and that the 
Secretariat prepare a report on the AIDCP and its label for review by the Parties and 
dissemination at the FAO COFI. 

b) Develop a strategy for disseminating the AIDCP at major international fisheries fairs. 

c) Call upon the Parties, the industry and environmental NGOs to make contributions to facilitate 
the dissemination of the AIDCP. 

5. Other business 

Mexico submitted for informational purposes a proposal called "Ecosystem-friendly" (Appendix 3), 
which would be presented to the Meeting of the Parties to the AIDCP. He noted that this would be 
managed by the IATTC and the AIDCP, and in a first stage vessels requesting Dolphin Mortality Limits 
(DMLs) would be certified, and also it would take into account the IATTC tuna conservation resolution. 

The European Union noted that the proposal should have been circulated prior to this meeting, so that it 
could be studied in capitals, and that should be discussed at the Meeting of the Parties to the AIDCP and 
not this group. He asked whether this was the first time this amended reported had been presented, and 
was told that it had been presented twice as a working document. 

The United States recalled that it had submitted comments in October 2009 on this issue, which are 
included in the minutes of that meeting and were applicable to this proposal. Ecuador said that the 
proposal left out skipjack,  and that vessels without DMLs and vessels of carrying capacity classes 1-5 
should also be considered. 

Venezuela recognized that the issue proposed by Mexico has been known for several years, and it was 
important to advance opportunely in the discussion at the Meeting of the Parties. Mexico, for its part, 
mentioned its willingness to work on integrating contributions and concerns together with other Parties to 
achieve a consensus for a new certification system. 

6. Date and place of next meeting 

The next meeting of the working group will be held in June 2013 on the occasion of the Meeting of the 
Parties to the AIDCP. 

7. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 on 22 October 2012. 
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Appendix 1.  
ASISTENTES  –  ATTENDEES  

COLOMBIA 
HEIDI BOTERO 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores 
   Heidi.botero@cancilleria.gov.com  
CARLOS A. ROBLES 

Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural  
   carlos.robles@minagrucultura.gov.co 
 JUAN CALDAS 

Ministerio de Ambiente, Vivienda y Desarrollo Territorial 
   jcaldas@minambiente.gov.co 

VLADIMIR PUENTES 
Autoridad Nacional de Acuicultura y Pesca  

   vpuentesaunap@gmail.com 
 ENRIQUE DE LA VEGA 

Programa Nacional de Observadores de Colombia 
edelavega@pescalimpia.org 

COSTA RICA   
LUIS DOBLES 

INCOPESCA 
   rperez@incopesca.go.cr 
ASBRUDAL VASQUEZ 

Ministrio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
   vazqueza1@ice.co.cr 

BERNAL CHAVARRÍA 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 

    bchavarria@lsg-cr.com 

ECUADOR  
GUILLERMO MORÁN 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Acuacultura y Pesca 
   guillermo.moran@pesca.gob.ec  
LUÍS TORRES 

Subsecretaría de Recursos Pesqueros 
luis.torres@pesca.gob.ec 

RAFAEL TRUJILLO 
Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 

   direcjec@camaradepesqueria.com 

CARLOS GÓMEZ 
  Cámara Nacional de Pesquería 
  cgomez@ecutel.net 
LUIGI BENINCASA 

ATUNEC 
atunec@manta.ecua.net.ec 

 

EL SALVADOR 
ANA M. GALDAMEZ 

CENDEPESCA 
marlenebio@yahoo.com 

OSCAR ALVAREZ 
Calvo Pesca, S.A.  

   gustavo.alvarez@calvo.es 

ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA -  UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
WILLIAM JACOBSON 

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service 
bill.jacobson@noaa.gov 

BRADLEY WILEY 
NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce  

   brad.wiley@noaa.gov 
JEREMY RUSIN 

NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce  
   jeremy.rusin@noaa.gov 
WILLIAM FOX 

U.S. Commissioner 
   bill.fox@wwfus.org 
PAUL ORTIZ 

NOAA/U.S. Department of Commerce  
   Paul.ortiz@noaa.gov 

MARTINA SAGAPOLU 
NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce  

   Martina.sagapolu@noaa.gov 
DANIEL STUDT 

NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce  
   daniel.studt@noaa.gov 
RACHEL WADSWORTH  

NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce  
   rachael.wadsworth@noaa.gov 
MICHELLE ZETWO 
   NOAA/U. S. Department of Commerce 
   michelle.zetwo@noaa.gov 
GUILLERMO GOMEZ 

Gomez-Hall Associates 
   gomezhall@gmail.com 

GUATEMALA  
BRYSLIE CIFUENTES 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
   Brysliec@hotmail.com    
HUGO ALSINA 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 
   hugo.alsina@maga.gob.gt 

RAUL MENDOZA 
Maya Pesca, S.A. 
gestion@mayapesca.com 
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MÉXICO  
MARIO AGUILAR 

CONAPESCA 
    mariogaguilars@aol.com  
MICHEL DREYFUS 

Instituto Nacional de la Pesca 
   dreyfus@cicese.mx 
LUÍS FLEISCHER 

Centro Regional de Investigación Pesquera 
    lfleischer21@yahoo.com 
ARMANDO DÍAZ 

FIDEMAR 
adiaz@cicese.mx 

HUMBERTO ROBLES 
PNAAPD 

   hrobles@cicese.mx 
ALEJANDRO CHALJUB 

Pesca Chiapas 
alejandro@procesachiapas.com 

CARLOS HUSSONG 
CANAINPESCA 
hussongc@pescabrava.com 

MARK ROBERTSON 
Potomac Global Advisors Llc 
mrobertson@potomacglobal.com 

NICARAGUA 
JULIO GUEVARA 

INATUN 
juliocgp@gmail.com 

ARMANDO SEGURA 
Cámara de la Pesca de Nicaragua 
capenic@ibw.com.ni   

MIGUEL MARENCO 
NICOTUN 
nseawolf@turbonett.com.ni 

BERNARDO FERNANDEZ 
INATUN - Asesor 

PANAMÁ 
RAÚL DELGADO 

ARAP/Autoridad de los Recursos Acuáticos de Panamá 
rdelgado@arap.gob.pa 

  

PERÚ 
GLADYS CÁRDENAS 

Instituto del Mar del Perú 
gcardenas@imarpe.gob.pe 

 

 UNIÓN EUROPEA - EUROPEAN UNION 
ROBERTO CESARI 

European Commission 
   roberto.cesari@ec.europa.eu  
MARIA S.  MOSET MARTINEZ 

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Medio Rural y Marino  
smosetma@magrama.es  

JAVIER ARÍZ 
Instituto Español de Oceanografia 

   Javier.ariz@ca.ieo.es 
JULIO MORÓN 

OPAGAC 
    opagac@arrakis.es 

VENEZUELA 
ALVIN DELGADO 

PNOV/FUNDATUN 
adelgadopnov@cantv.net 

LILLO MANISCALCHI 
Avatun 
lillomaniscalchi@yahoo.com  

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS – ORGANIZACIONES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 
CRISTOBEL BLOCK 

The Humane Society of the U.S. 
 kblock@hsus.org 

 

SECRETARÍA - SECRETARIAT 
GUILLERMO COMPEÁN, Director 

gcompean@iattc.org 
MARISOL AGUILAR 
   maguilar@iattc.org  
ERNESTO ALTAMIRANO 
ealtamirano@iattc.org 
RICARDO BELMONTES 

rblemontes@iattc.org 
DAVID BRATTEN 

dbratten@iattc.org  

MÓNICA GALVÁN 
  mgalvan@iattc.org 
JEFF MORGAN 

jmorgan@iattc.org 
JEAN-FRANCOIS PULVENIS 

jpulvenis@iattc.org 
ENRIQUE UREŇA 

eurena@iattc.org  
NICHOLAS WEBB 

nwebb@iattc.org 
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Appendix 3.  
 

AGREEMENT ON THE INTERNATIONAL DOLPHIN CONSERVATION PROGRAM  

26TH MEETING OF THE PARTIES  
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA (USA) 

22 OCTOBER 2012 

DRAFT RESOLUTION  

RESOLUTION ON THE “ECOSYSTEM-FRIENDLY” CERTIFICATION 
SYSTEM  

The Parties to the Agreement on the International Dolphin Conservation Program:  

Reiterating their commitment to promoting the goals and objectives of the AIDCP, through the effective 
application of the Agreement; 

Convinced that there are other elements for protecting the ecosystem that develop in the purse-seine tuna 
fishery beyond the protection of dolphins; 

Interested in publicizing and informing the public and consumers about those elements for protecting the 
ecosystem; 

Considering that it is necessary that other elements for conserving tunas be taken into account for a 
certification system, such as the proper application of the tuna closures in the eastern Pacific Ocean 
(EPO);  

Agree: 

1. To develop a certification system denominated "ecosystem friendly" in a first stage, in which only 
those tuna fisheries in which vessels with Dolphin Mortality Limits (DMLs) shall be eligible to 
receive certification. 

2. The certification system would be developed working jointly with the IATTC. 

3. The following elements shall be requirements for certification:    

a) Tuna would not be certified unless the IATTC has a resolution in force, based on a scientific 
recommendation, for the conservation and management of yellowfin and bigeye tunas. 

b) Only tuna tracked by the current AIDCP tracking and verification certification system would be 
eligible for certification. 

c) Only tuna caught by vessels with an observer on board would be eligible for certification.  

d) Tuna would be certified only if it complied with the criterion that it was not captured in 
contravention of an IATTC resolution on the conservation of yellowfin and bigeye tunas.   

e) The fishing captain aboard the vessel is included in the AIDCP list of qualified captains.  

4. The certification and tracking system would be applied and administered in a manner similar to the 
current AIDCP dolphin safe and tracking and verification systems, but would be operated 
independently of those systems. 

5. The IATTC Secretariat would be responsible for verifying the validity of the certificates. 

6. The Parties shall ask the Secretariat to develop a logo that identifies this certification system and will 



DSP-17 Minutes – Oct 2012 8 

review it during the 26th Meeting of the Parties. 

7. The Secretariat shall develop a certificate format and once approved by the Parties, shall print it with 
numbered forms and distribute them to the Parties that request them. 

8. The Parties shall designate the national authorities that may sign that certification.   

9. The system would enter into force after the 24th Meeting of the Parties, once they have decided on 
matters of a practical nature related to this system. 

10. In the future a second stage of this certification system would be developed which would involve 
more complicated considerations associated with IATTC conservation and management measures. 
The second stage shall be subject to the results arising from this first stage with regard to the 
operativity of the system. 

 


